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Down 
By JOHN LILES 
"eecill hi Th. ObS«Wr 

ELKIN - What would you say if you were of­
fered a post as a White House adviser to the president 
of the United States? " 

For the Rev. Dr. Dwane Camp­
bell, the answer is no. 

Campbell, 41, is pastor of the 
First Baptist Church "in this town of 
3,000 in the foothills of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, and he likes It 
here . 

So when he was asked to be 
Jimmy carter's adviser on religious 
affairs, it took less soul-searching 
than one might expect for him to 
decli.ne. 

"I have a deep appreciation for Campbell 
Ji mmy Carter," Campbell said re­
cently. " I think he is a fin e man w ith great integrity. 
(But) I don't see my prime contri bution in Hfe to be 
made in a job like that." 

An official in Carter's inner circle called C!ampbt"ll 
in October to ask if he would consider the job. He 
didn't answer immediately. 

"He asked me if I would be interested in coming 

' 

to Washington and serving on the president's staff," 
Campbell said. "At the time, I was wil ling to look at 
it. 

"My immediate reaction w as I was flattered that I 
had been considered, but I was never eriously tempt-
ed·to become a Washington staff per on." . 

The adviser, w ho Campbell said wishes to remain 
anonymous, said the post would iiwolve ad Visi ng the 
president on religious affairs, movements and trends 
throughout the nation. He said Campbell also would 
have disseminated in formation to churches and clergy 
on issues of special interest to them . 

A stJort time later, anoth er adviser asked Camp­
bell if he would promote the ~trategic Arms limita­
tion Treaty (SALT II) in North Carolina. 

Though he had doubts about the treaty, Campbell 
told the White House he at lea t w(luld consider help­
ing, but not unti l he bad read the text of the pact. 

"I told ( the adviser) .. . that . I would support 
SALT II, but with great reservation," he said. 

After Carter w ithdrew SALT 11 from consider­
a tion following tbe Soviet Union's invasion of Af­
ghanistan, Campbe ll received letters from the White 
House thanking him for his help. 

In mid-November, a Carter adviser called Camp­
bell, aski ng him for a decision on the post. Campbell 

, 
• 'f 
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r:Jresident's Staff lobI 

replied that:- he had not given it much thought. 

"He asked me to think about it for another week 
or so," he said. 

On a hunting t rip, Campbell took time to ponder 
Lhe pros and cons of working for the president. When 
he returned, he had made up his mind. On Nov. 20 he 
recommended that the White House consider Dr. 
Doug Cole of Raleigh, who like Campbell is with the 
N.C. Baptist State Convention. 

How does the minister of a church in a small N.C. 
town merit consideration as a presidential adviser? 

"I'm fairly well known around education circles in 
Southern Baptist life," Campbell said, adding, ") don't 
know who reco'm mended me." 

Campbell is president of the N.C. Baptist State 
Convention's general board and chai rman of its exec­
Lltive committee. He was an arbiter in the conven­
ion's recent problems with Wake Forest Universi ty, 

He has been a member of the board since ' 975 
~nd also is a member of the con ention's education 
fommission. 

He is a doctor of ministry with master's degrees
' in theology and divi nity . But he began with a bache­
,or's degree in phYSical sciences and geology. His 
studies led him farther into ancient languages, archae­
ology and psychology. 

In the middle to late '60s. Campbell served In the 
Army as a chaplain. His combat experience in Viet­
nam earned him the Silver Star, two Bronze Stars. a 
Purple Heart, the Vietnamese Medal of Honor for Hu­
manitarian Service and other service awards. 

Those grim experiences helped produce Campbell's 
reservations about SALT. And, he said, the invasion 
of Afghanistan last month brought back memories of 
the 1968 invasion of Czechoslovakia. 

At the time. <;ampbell was stationed in W('st Ger­
many. For years, everyone had been saying the Sovi­
ets had no aggressive intentions. 

Then came the invasion. 

"That was a shocker," Campbell said. "We saw 
those tanks (during reconnaissance fligh ts) for two 
days before our State Department acknoWledged 
them. I made arrangements to get my family out." 

The title of religious ad iser to the president may 
sound impressive, but Campbell said the job probably 
isn't as great as it sounds. . 


"It was a nice gesture, but I didn't think it was 
too big a thing," he said. "I have no Interest in be­
coming part of a personnel pool iii Washington. I 
can't get excited about spending my time in busy. 
work." 

..': 
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;First Baptist 

Calls Pastor· 


A Gainesville, Georgia nat­
ive, Chaplain (Captain) Dwane 
R. Campbell, 33, wlll assume 
pastoral duties at the Elkin 
First Baptist Church June 1. 
He will succeed J. Parker Mc­
Lendon. 

The Rev. Flay S. Price, as­
sociate minister, Is serving as 
Interim pastor. 

Chaplain Campbell is now 
serving In the U.S. Army and 
Is stationed at Fort Leonard 
Wood, Missouri. During live 
years of service he' has been 
at the following duty assign­
ments: USATC (Infantry), HQ 
2nd Training Brigade , Fort 
Jackson, S.C.; HQ 3rd Infantry 
D i vis ion Support Command, 
Wurtsburg, Germany; and from 
November. 1969, to November, 
1970, HQ 43rd SignaI ·Batalllon, 
Republic of Vietnam. 

Before entering military ser­
vice, he served pastorates at 
Auburn Baptist Church, Auburn, 
Georgia; Sandy Creek Baptist 
Church, Louisburg, N.C.; and 
as assistant pastor and Director 
of youth at Snyder Memorial 
Baptist Church, Fayettevlle, 
N.C. 

CHAPLAIN CAMPBELL 
graduated fro m Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
with a Bachelor of Divnity De­
gree in 1963 and was a candi­
date for a Master,s in Theology 

from the same seminary In 

1964. · 


While serving In the Army 

he has received two Bronze 

Stars, Meritorious Service Me ­

dal, Purple Heart, Republic of 


. Vietnam-Technical service Me ­
dal, Good Conduct Medal, Ten 
Year Reserve Medal, National 

. Defense Service Award, Viet­
nam Campaign Ribbon, and the 
Vietnamese Service Ribbon with 
three BatUe Stars. 

Chaplain Campbell Is married 

to the former Vlrginla WUson of 

Gainesville, Georgia, They have 

three chUdren; Dwane Jr" 11; 

Marcia Renee , 10; and Gregory 

Brian , 8. The family wlll move 

to Elkin at the end of the school 

year. 


Lli.nbethtown: BUllen Journa. 

Elkin Tribune 

tnheid Progi@SS 
Farmville Enterprise 
Fairmont: Times-Me ssenger 

Forest City Courier 

Franklin Press 

Franklinton Pos t 

Fuquay Springs: Independent 

Gatesville: Gates Co. Index 


' i 
Gibsonvi lle: News 

Graham: Alamance News 

Granite Falls Press 

Greensbor o: Democrat 
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NAME: Campbell, Dwane R. 
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SOURCE: Elkin Baptist Association, 100 years, 1879-1979 by Mary H. Norman. 
(286.175682/N78) 
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A L LEGHAN Y BAPT IST ASSOC I ATION 197 I 

SPEAKER 1971 

Dwane R. Campbell, born 15 May 1938, in Gainesville, 
Georgia. is the son of Hugh D. Campbell and Ina Wilson 

D WANE R, CAMPBELL 

PASTORATES: 

Campbell. His wife, Virginia 
W. Cam bell. born 20 December 
1938 . is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. F rank Wilson, al so of 
Gainesvill e. Georgia. Mrs. 
C ampbell attended Lym an Hall 
High School and the University 
of Geor gia. T he C afnpbells were 
married 25 March 1956 and have 
3 children: Dwayn e Jr. (ll), 
Marc ia Renee (10), and Gregory 
Brian (8). 

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND: 
Lyman Hall High School ­

1955 
University of Gebrgia - 1960 
Southeaste rn Baptist Theo­

logic al Seminary - 1963 
B.D. 

Southeastern 	Bapti.st Theo­
logical Seminary - 1964. 
TH.M. 

Auburn Baptist Church, Auburn, Georgia - 1956-1960 
Sandy Creek Baptist Church, Louisburg, North Caro­

lina - 1961-1964 
Snyder Memorial B aptist Church, Fayetteville, North 

Carolina (Assistant Pastor) - 1964-1965 
- United States Army Chaplain Corp - 1966-1971 
Pas tor, Elkin First B aptist Church - June 1971­

AWARDS AND DECORATIONS: 
Silver Star. 2 B r onze Stars, Meritorious Service 
Medal, Purple Heart, Republic of Vietnam T echnical 
Service Medal, Good Conduct Med al, Ten Year Reserve 
Med al, National Defense Service Award, Vietnam Cam­
paign Ribbon, and Vi etnamese Service Ribbon with 
three Battle Stars. 

http:Bapti.st
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10 ALLEGHANY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 

DUTY ASSIGN MENTS: 
J an 66-Nov 66 USAT C (Infantry), HQ 2nd Training Bri­

gade, Fort Jackson, South Carolina. 
Nov 66-Nov 69 HQ 3r d Infantry Division Support Com ­

m and, Wurtzbur g, Ger many. 
Nov 69- No\o 70 HQ 43rd Signal Batta lion , R epublic of 

Vietnam. 
Nov 70 HQ 5th Engineer B attalion (Comllat), 

Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. ' 

HOBBIES AND SPECIAL INTEREST :. The Campbells enjoy 
p art icipating in ac tivities as a family group. Camping, 
hun ting, fishing, canoeing and traveling are listed as "favo­
rite activities". During their tour in the Federal Republic 
of Germany, the Campbells traveled extensively throughout 
Ger many, Austria, Switzerland, France, Spain, Andorra, 
Italy and Denmark. Their visits included three visits inside 
Communis t East Germany. 

VISITORS RECOGNIZED, 1971 

Luther Ozment. Area Missionary, Sylva. N. C. 

Troy Harmon, Gardner Webb College, Boiling Springs , N. C. 

A. D. Harmon, Friendship Baptist Church. E lkin. N. C. 

Dr. W. K. McG ee, Baptist Ho spital, Winston- Salem. N. C. 

William Poole. Baptist Homes for the Aging 

Rev. Issac Terrell, N. C. Children' s Home 


Messengers, 1971 

Belview: George Shepherd, Victor J ones . Vir ginia Warden, 
Roy Church, J uanita Church. 

Laurel Springs: Mrs . Bernice Thomas . Van Miller. Mr s . 
E. W. Shepherd 

Liberty: Mrs. A. O. J oines, Andrew Cleary. J . K. Blum, 
Mrs. J. K . Blum. Mrs . Ray C audill , Mrs. Andrew 
Cleary 

Mt . 	Carmel: Melvin Miles, Gene Crouse. Bill Shaw. J unior 
Walker. Stewart Lyons 

New Hope: Donald Musgrove, Greek Halsey. F rank Roupe, 
Huston Wyatt, Bob Dolinger 

New River: Mrs. Bessie Rector: Mrs. Albert Osborne, Mrs. 
Herschel Johnson, Robert Andrews, Mollie Pollard 
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THE REV. AND MRS. DWANE CAMPBELL and their children, Dwane Jr. (Standing at~ft), 
Marcia Renee, and Gregory Brian. . 

New Pastor To &gin 
The Rev. Dwane R. CaJllP­

bell will preach his first ser~ 
mon as the new pastor of E 1­
kin First Baptist Church this 
Sunday. 

The Rev. Mr . Campbell, who 
accepted the position in March, 
will assume his pastoral duties 
Tuesday, June 1. 

On Friday of this week, a 
reception honoring Mr. Camp­
bell and his family will be held 
in the church fellowship hall 
from 8 to 10 p.m. The public 
is invited. 

Mr. Campbell, who is 33, 
is a native of GainesvUie, Geor­
gia' and comes to Elkin from 
For t Leonard Wood, Missouri, 
whe re he has been stationed 
or the past seven months as a 

Elizabethtown: Bladen Journal 

~	Enfield Progress 
Farmville Enterprise 
Fairmont: Times-Messenger 
Forest City Courier 
Franklin Press 
Franklinton Post 
Fuquay Springs: Independent 
Gatesville: Gates Co. Index 
Gibsonville: News 
Graham: Alamance News 
Granite Falls Press 
Greensboro: Democrat 
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United States Army chaplain 
with the rank of Captain. He 
served a year'fs tour of duty 
in Vietnam. 

A MEMBER OF the Chap 
lain Corps Since 1966 , he ha 
also been stationed at For 
Jackson, South CarOlina, and 
with the Third Infantry Divi­
sion Support Command Head­
quarters In Wurtzburg, Ger­
many. 

He holds, among numerous 
awards and decorations , two 
Bronze Stars, the Meritorious 
Service Medal and the Vietna­
mese Service Ribbon with three 
batUe stars. 

of 
A graduate of the University 

Georgia and Southeastern 

Baptist Theological Seminary 
Mr. Campbell has held pastor 

(Conttnued on Page 

ates In AuburJl, Georgia, L 
burg, and was assistant pastor 
of . Snyder Memorial Baptist 
Church in Fayetteville, prior 
to his enlistment In the Army. 

HE IS MARRIED to the for­
mer Virginia Wilson, also of 
Gainesville, and they have three 
children, Dwane Jr., 12; Mar ­
cia Renee, 10; and Gregory 
Brian, 8. 

Mr. Campbell succeeds the 
Rev. J. Parker McLendon who 
resigned the Elkin pastorate 
last July to become superinten­
dent of Mills Horne, the Bap­
tist Children'S Horne In Tho­
rn asville . Since that time, the 
Rev. Flay Price, the church's 
associate pastor, has served 
as Interim pastor. 



·~~ciirinmister [)wane Campbell 
is elected to high Baptist post 

By GRAHAM WILLIAMS 
Staff Reporter 

The pastor of Elkin's First Baptist 
Church has been elected president of 
the Baptist State Convention's Gen­
eral Board. 

The Rev. Elkin 
Dwane R. 
Campbell, 40, was elected by accla­
mation during the board's regular 
winter meeting last month in 
Raleigh. In addition, Campbell will 

serve as ch8irman of the General 
Board Execu6ve Committee, the 
major policy committee of the state 
Baptist body. 

"I'm a little awed," Campbell said 
of his election for a one-year term. 
"This promiSes to be one of the most 
historical years in Baptist history 
and the North Carolina convention. I 
look forward to it." .' 

Among Campbell's duties will be 
to seek a solution to differences 

,""~,..~of"",",,,-?,~,~-,,";r......<-..l'''''' 

Elkin Tribune 

- E'iif19T6 Progress 
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together andtal~ out 
: ' 

_~ . . . ­

- ,' 
Jhe convention and Wake 

be- broken perman- , ' 
'.. ", " 

weare ,in a period of 

bwrches do a' ~tter job. ;' 
Campbell addMthat he hw.es

" : ~onverition ana 'Wake FOK:e)t trust-
',2,< ',ees c~n get' 
, ,: ' their problems. ,,' " 

,. ~ ~, ' ""I, hope the recent action 'of the :' 
~~:~\ ~~, conv.enuon.tQ.-~ld funds and 

:~ ;,:., .~ .-;- place tbem in'escrow wilLenable us ' 
• " ~."'T' .. ". . ' .- ' 

'; " .'~': ' ~o sit .d~-&nd really idenUfy the 
'~ • ~ . ' " ~U-ea5 of disagreem,nt betw~n us," 
',;> ~ ' ~e saiQ. "We have tended to gloss 

,.',i~ver the major dilferences." 
;~'\); ~>;'~'~H~_ also expressed hope that ties
;,,)c:; ;'~' ,bet~" 

,: ...-/~":: - F6rest wouid nOt .
';0.: ; , • .' ", ' " ' , ,<:'.-•• enUy.
,:: ~~'::.:" ". , 
5}:}'> "W~ want to see if a relationship 

.. ) ' ',~c can be ql,~wJained and if·OOl, we will 
!, ," ," hay~t~face the inevitable," he said. 

. "~-~"'inigbt now, 
. ::'.>'-'b:8flsition and Idon't"kilow how it 

,:'.~ ',,< ,wil]'Come out. I hope'it won't cOme to 
~~- ~~- ~~~~... 

between the convention and Wake 

Forest University. 

, "We must find a resolution of the 

Wake Forest-convention problem 


. and all the issues that dispute raises 
for all our Baptist schools," Camp­
bell said. "At the same time, the on­
going work of 3,600 churches in 
North Carolina is to be considered, 
also. A great deal is being done by 
the staff of the conventi~the DWANE CAMPBELL 

(Please Tum to pa~..ffi',~&,!:!", ::,;!!~,~...I!esident of General Board" . 

" 
'the 

it divorce." 
Campbell said he had always had 

a good relationship with Wake 
Forest officials and that he wanted 
to keep it that way. 

'~rm hoping for the best for the 
convention and the university," he 
said. "In · conversation with Dr . 

. . . . 

<Ralph) SCales and the board of 
trustees, I have always had an open 
dialogue. We've been able to settle 
our differences as reasonable men. I 
hope to com~ to a happy solutio~ for 
the co~ventlon an,d the school. 

HavlDg been a !'"eI?ber of~he
General Board whlch IS the rulmg' ' . " , '.
body between ,conventions, Camp­
bell ~id he realizes that his election 
as ,president of the board presents 
him with problems which he must 
now try to solve . 

"You inherit a lot and there's 'nota JI> 

lot you can do about it," he said. 
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Elkin minister says 


recom· 
. 

sure 

no to Carter's offer 

ELKIN CAP) - The Rev. Dwane 

Campbell says he enjoys being a Baptist 
minister in a town of 3,000 nestled~ 
foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains. 

And that's exactly what Campbell told 
President Carter when Carter asked the 
minister to become his adviser on reli­
gious affairs. 

" I have a deep appreciation for Jim­
my Carter," Campbell said recently. "I 
think he is a fine man with great integri­
ty. (But) I don't see my prime contribu­
tion in life to be made in a job like that. " 

Campbell said an official in Washing­
ton called him in October and asked 
whether he would consider the job. 

"At the time I was willing to look at 
it," Campbell said. !'My immediate re­
action was I was flattered that I had 
been considered, but I was never seri­
ously tempted to become a Washington 

staff person. " 
He said that on Nov. 20, he 

mended that the White House consider 
Doug Cole of Raleigh, who like Camp­
bell, is with the N.C. Baptist State Can· 
vention. 

However, Campbell is still not 
how he, the pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Elkin, could be considered for 
the job as presidential adv,iser. 

"I'm fairly well known around educa­
tio.n circles in Southern Baptist life," he 
said. 

Campbell is president of the Baptist 
State Convention's general board and is 
chairman of its executive corlftnittee. 
He served in the Army as a chaplain in 
the mid- to late 1960s, and his service in 
Vietnam earned him a number of ser­
vice awaEPs. 

Raleigh : News & Observer 
Raleigh Times 

FEB 4 1980 
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B . Leader · Declines Post With . Carter 
Sentln.1 R.lIglon R.port.r 

An Elkin minister has turned down the chance to be President 
Carter's aide on religious affairs. 

The Rev. Dr. Dwane Campbell, president 
cif the Baptist State Convention's General 
Board, considers it an honor "to have been 
considered" for the post, but he wants to re­
main in Elkin. He has been pastor of First 
Baptist Church there for eight years. 

"I feel ' committed to w\1at I am now 
doing," Campbell said in a telephone 
interview. 

He said a member of Carter's staff con­
tacted him some weeks ago after his name 
"had been submitted as a P9ssible can­
didate for a presidential staff offi<rer.' ~ He 

OWANE CAMPBELL officially said "no" to the offer this wee\(. 
He said the post, as he understands it, is an advisory position 

where he would have worked as a liaison for the president in the 
~rea of religious affairs and to religious leaders in the country. 

Campbell said he gave the offer " serious consideration, but 1 
must admit it did not weigh .heavily on my mind. I have to feel 
pushed or pulled about a new work. I need 'to have a sense of 
fulfillment or a sense of call." 

He said he did not feel that pull and he was not interested., at 
the moment, in living in Washington. 

. "Now if the president had called ... . ," he said, jokingly. 
He already knows one member of Carter's family . Ruth Carter 

Stapleton, the evangelist and . author. was a . member of 
. Campbell's church in Fayetteville, Snyder Memorial Baptist, 
where he was associate pastor. ' 

Campbell has served his country before. He wa~ an Army 
chaplain in South Vietnam, in Franconia, Germany, northwest of 
Munich, and at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. 
~e was plarininga career as a chaplain when contacted by the 

Elkin church, but "I felt itwas what I ought to do." It w'as at that 
point, he said, that his military chapl~incy had begun to be more 
paperwork. , 

"While paperwork is necessary," he conceded, " it was not my 
prime function for life. I wanted to work with people." 

He said the person getting the presidential aide position, no 
doubt, will advise the president on trends in the religious life of 
America, "particularly where it involves political 
ramifications." 

Campbell said he believes the president would like to enlist the 
Christian community's assistance in governmental causes." 

One such cause, he said, is probably the SALT II agreement, 
. "where the president wants support." Campbell's feelings oli the 
agreement are this: "The strategic arms limit is going to be a 
factor for human survival in the future. lam not sure we've got a 

, workable plan, but, at the moment, I suppose I would support the 
plan - with caution." , 

WFU Plan 
The Rev. Ray W. Benfield, pastor of Lindley Park Baptist 

Church in Greensboro and former pastor of Peace Haven Baptist 
Church here, has an easy way to explain to his members what the 

Church Notes ' 
new Wake Forest University-Baptist State Conve.ntion agree-
ment means. , 

"The new, relationship now gives both the convention and the 
university some breathing room," he wrote his congregation. 
"Both ' institutions' are now full-grown and one need not longer 
dominate the other. However, a new relationship is established in 
covenant and for the mutual benefit of each other. 

"If the Wake Forest trustees approve this compromise at their 
meeting in December, then 1 feel that our church can with good 

. conscience still support Wake Forest through our Cooperative 
Program gifts through the convention. 

"If we approve designating the 6.04 percent of our Cooperative 
Program gifts in the new relationship, beginning Jan. 1, 1981, it ' 
I / 

will not affect the amount of our gifts, but simply direct that this 
small · amount .continue to go to ou'r great university as in the 
past. " 

In oiher words, he said, the new plan will not cost North 
Carolina Baptists any more than what they have been giving all 
along. ' , ~ 

The plan was approved by the convention during its anilUal ses­
sion earlier this month. The adopted plan was a compromise 
from the original presented by a special study committi'e, and 
approved by the university· trustees: The plan will allow one-third 
of the school's trustees to be from "any evangelical Christian 
body," evangelical being the added word. 

Benfield said he hopes his congregation will vote to continue to 
support Wake Forest since the convention will continue to elect 
all trustees and "our convention will continue to work with Wake 
Forest . . . Wake Forest will remain a Christian university, with 
close ties to North Carolina Baptists and with very high academic 
excellence and standing. ,, ' 
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TILrns ·Down President's Staff Job· 

By JOHN LILES 
~cial 10 The Observer 

ELKIN What would you say if you were of-
fered a post as a White House adviser to the president 
of the United States? ' , 

For the Rev, Dr. Dwane Camp­
bell, the answer is no. 

Campbell, 41, is pastor of the 
First Baptist Church in this town of 
3,000 in the foothills of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, and he likes it 

' here . 
So when he was asked to be 

Jimmy Carter's adviser on religiOUS 
affairs, it took less soul-searching 
than ' one might expect for him to 
d~liM. . 

"I have :a deep appreciation for 
Jimmy Carter," Campbell said re­

Campbell 

cently. "I think he js a fine man with grea~integrity . 
(But) I don't see my prime contribution in life to be 
made in a job like that." . 

An official in Carter's inner circle called Campbell 
in October to ask if he would consider the job. He 

to Washington 'and serving on the president's staff," 
Campbell said. "At the time, I was willing to look at 
it. 

"My immediate ' reaction was r was flattered that I 
had been considered, but I was never seriously tempt-
ed' to become a Washington staff person." , 

eplied that he had not given it much thought. 
, "He asked me to think about it for another week 

o r so," he said. 
On a hunting trip, Campbell took time to ponder 

t he pros and cons of working for the president. When 
!'! returned , he had made up his mind. On Nov. 20 he 

jt'ecommended that the White ' House consider Dr. 
Jooug COl,e of Raleigh , who like Campbell is with the 
jN'C, Baptist State Convention. 

How does the minister of a church in a small N.C. 
town merit consideration as a presidential adviser? , 

The adviser, who Campbell said wishes to remain 
anonymous, said the post would ii1Volve advising the 
president on religious affairs, movements and trends 
thro\lghout the nation, He said Campbell also would 
have disseminated information to churches and clergy 
on issues of special interest to therri . 

A s')1ort time later, another adviser asked Camp- ''I'm fairly well known around education circles in 
bell if he would promote the Strategic Arrris Limita- ;Southern Baptist life,'" Campbell said, adding, "I don't 
tion Treaty (SALT II) in North Carolina. now who reco'mmended me, " ' 

, Campbell is president , of the N.C. Baptist State 
Though he had doubts about the treaty, Campbell , ,Convention's general board and chairman of its exec­

told the White House he at least would consid!,!r ,help- utive committee. He was an arbiter in the conven-
ing, but not until he had read the text of the pact. , t ion's recent problems , with Wake Forest University. 

, "I told (the adviser) ... that , I would , support ' 
SALT II, but with great rese~vation," he said.,' He has been a member of the board since ,',975' 

nd also is a member of the convention's educatidn 
After Carter withdrew SALT II .from consider­ commission. 

didn't answer immediately. ' 

, "He asked me if I would be interested in 

ation following th'e Soviet Union's invasion of Af­
ghanistan~ Campbell received letters from the Whi te 
House tha:nking him for his help. 

< In mid~~ovember, a Carter adviser called Camp­
coming ' bell , asking him for a decision on the post. Campbell 

He is a doctor of niinistry with master's degrees 
'n theology and divinity. But he began, with a bache­
or's degree in physical sciences and geology. His 
tudies led him farther into ancient languages, archae­
logy and psychofogy. ,. 

In the middle to late '60s, Campbell served in the 
, Army as a chaplain. His combat experience in Viet­
nam earned him the Silver Star, two Bronze Stars, a 
Purple ijeart, the Vietnamese Medal of Honor for Hu­
manitarian Service and other service awards. 

Those grim' experiences helped produce Campbell's , 
reservations about SALT. And, he said, the invasion 
of Afghanistan last month brought back memories of 
the 1968 invasion of Czechoslovakia. 

At the time, C;:ampbell was stationed in West Ger­
many. For years, everyone h'ad been saying the Sovi­
ets had no aggressive intentions. 

Then came the invasion. 

"That was a shocker," Campbell said . "We saw 
those tanks (during reconnaissance flights) for two 
days ' before our State Qepartment acknOWledged 
them. I, made arrangements to get my family out." 

The title of religious adviser to the president may 
sound impressive, but Campbell said the job probably 
isn't as great as it sounds., 

,"It was ariice gesture , but I didn't think ,it was 
too big a thing," he said. "I have no interest in be­
coming part of a' personnel pool in Washington. I 
can't get excited about spending my time in busy , 
work." ' , 
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