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1f::vU. =<«. ·~ ~£ Rev.J::~ ~~c~.:;::v; 
1857 - May 28, 1960 ·~ •' r~ ~~- · <; .~.'-:: 

The Reverend Mr. Suttle also assisted f . 
in the formation of New Bethel Baptist . 
Church and was its pastor at the time of , 
his death. He was one of the first · • 
ministers of the area to stress missions ' 
(especially foreign missions) within the t 
Kings Mountain Association. The L • 
Reverend J. W. Suttle of blessed memory • 
was a grandson of this man. · · ·! 
Rev. Philip R. Elam 
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REPORT ON OBITUARIES 

The committee on Obituaries in the discharge of their duty 

have endeavored to ascertain, and bring to the notice of the 

association, those brethren belonging to the body, who have died 

during the past associational year; and are much pained to chronicle 

the death of our much esteemed brethren, Elder Joseph Suttle, 

and deacon Wm. Covington, both of whom, by the relentless hand 

of death, have fallen the past year. Elder Joseph Suttle was a 

faithful minister of Christ; about 35 years of age; _was baptized 

in the year 1846 by Elder J.M. Webb into the faith and fellow- 

ship of the baptist church of Christ at Concord, Rutherford county, 

N. C., of which county he was a native citizen; and soon after, 

conunenced preaching the unsearchable riches of Christ. As a 

preacher he was zealous and energetic; mild and courteous; his 

discourses were directed to the heart as well as the head~ and 

scarcely ever failed to make a good impression. Where he labored~ 

he was indefatigable in the ministry, laboring day and night in 

the cause of his Heavenly Master. But few, if any, had a larger 

number of seals to his ministry than brother Suttle. He was 

instrumental in bringing a large number of young persons to the 

knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus; who are now in the 

fold, calling him blessed. 

By his faithfulness, upright and honest walk among men, he 

established for himself a name and character that will live to 

bless his posterity, while he rests in the silent grave, which, 

while living, he often referred to as his resting place from the 

cares and turmoils of this troublesome world. 

He died on the 26th of May last, in the full assurance of a 

blessed immortality. "Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord: 

yea saith the spirit, that they may rest from their labors, and 

their works do follow them." 

P. R. ELAM, Chairman 

KINGS MOUNTAIN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION MINUTES, 1861, page: 14-15. 
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DISMISSIONS 

ciation situated on the north 
th Carolina, through the influ­ 
n for several years agitating the 
tion of a new body and at this 
rings, Bethel, Boiling Springs, 

Mount Sinai, New Bethel, Mount Pleasant, Broad River, Beaver Dam and Pleas­ 
Jnt Hill applied for letters of dismission, for the purpose of carrying out this ob­ 
ftd, (Wolf's Creek was also dismissed to join another body). 

REMARKS 

The letters of dismission were granted as a matter of course still there was a 
lurking unwillingness manifested by some of the most prominent brethren of 
me old body to encourage the formation of a new association. These brethren 
srged the propriety of holding together, so as to build up what they called a 
strong body. 

fr; SUTTLE PASTOR OF SANDY RUN IN 1854 

Elder Joseph Suttle was elected pastor of Sandy Run in 1854 and served 
only one year. Reverend Suttle was a native of Rutherford County, N. C. born 
!.pril 25th, 1827; was converted in early life, and baptized by Elder James M. 
1'1ebb in the year 1846, into the fellowship of the Concord Church. Soon after 
•us baptism he was licensed to preach. 

Elder Suttle was a man of strong impulses and never doubted or hesitated 
~bout undertaking to carry out any scheme that he considered right and just. 
He had an abiding confidence in the Master's power and willir.gness to bless the 
rfforts of His creatures to evangelize the world. What he found to do and 
thought it right and proper to do it, he went at it with all his might. 

CIRCULAR LETTER ON MISSIONS 1854 

At the session of the Kings Mountain Association of 1854, Elder Suttle was 
appointed to prepare a Circular Letter on the subject of Missions. 

" The subject of Missions is one of vast importance and vital interest. It 
would fill an angel's hand or a Savior's heart. This subject ought to interest 
h'!ry Christian, for by this means, the nations of the earth are to be given to the 
Son as an inheritance, and the utmost parts of the earth for a possession. There· 
fore, let us love and esteem it, and especially because our suffering Saviour was 
ltimself a Missionary and says this is the way, walk ye in it. 

Christ was the embodiment and living illustration of divine goodness. The 
"'hole history of His earthly career may be comprehended in a single sentence. 
He went about doing good." For this, He came into the world. For this, He 

''"'11, suffered and at last died on the Cross. He brought all the resources of His 
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n.an the greater the precedent." Let Eluer Stough there­ 
:· •re rake tLe lead. in a 11·ell JiredeJ cnl::'a(;e again::;t tile u;:;e 
._,f tlie '·sweet-sc:eute<l poiso111.>u:> plant ot Yirginia." 

STYERS, ELDER JoBX PtlES::iLEY i.s a rnitirn of Dav1(1;;on 
county, X. U., born .Juue :21st, lb-±7; 11JO\'ed iuto tbe buumis 
nf the King's .Mountain Associatiun trorn Hoc:ky Hi Yer As­ 
,.,)ciation in 1877. JoineJ the el1urd1 at .:\e1\· Prvspec:t,ami 
was chosen one of the delegates to represent said C!lllreb iu 
the ~lssuciation at its session of 1878. He was again a. dele­ 
~ate from .:Sew Prospec:t iu 1878. In 1~80, l'lea:;a11t Grove 
~-liurt:h was constituted, Elder btyers bet:oming a 0unstitu­ 
~ut member thereof, since \\'hieh he has bee11 cn1i;:;en one of 
it,. annual represeutatiYes. He is also pastor of said church, 
and seems tu Le instrumental i!1 the l.iauJ of God iu buiJdi1Jg 
it up into\11 strong bo<ly, now numLeri11g nearly 200 mern­ 
licrs. He \\·as or,iained in 1873 Ly Elders Vi. A. Pvol auJ 
..\.. P. Stoker, at Trading Ford church, Rowan connty, :N". C._ · 

Elder Styers, like a great many J3<~ptisf rnini:;ters, i:; 
laboring nuder grnat disadrnntages, by rea:,011 of a Jack of 
t:arly scholastic training, but he is a close Biblical student, 
and gifreJ with a good llttera11ce, and has sound orthodox 
Juctrinal views. \Vhy th<:n may he not be very usefu1 in 
1hc highways and hedges, while the more learned and re­ 
tined arc e11gage1i in tile towns and cities? There is work 
for all to do, and it is often the case that an ''illiterate fish­ 
erman's" simple words delivered in an impres5ive, loving, 
and tender manner \Yill accomplish much more real good 
1!ian high-flown language, "·hich sometimes may be greatly 
lacking, too, i11 hol_y unction and pathos, and only cakulateJ 
to tickle tlie ear of fancy, while the heart escapes untollclted 
and is still left iu its c:allous and flinty state. EJucatiou, 
limYeYer, is certainly a great blessing, when not abut.cJ. 
_\\_e migl1t say \Vithyr<:priet~ that next to regenerating graee 
Jt 1s the greatest biessrng or all others. But let all· of its ' 
r~eipients be on their guarJ, lest they should become vain 
:111d puffed np in tLeir minds, and de::;pise too much the Jay 
.,f small things. 

\\' e will return agaiu to Elder St>ers to remark that 
!ie is an indefatigable cpreacher al!d worker, whether it be 
111 tl1e pastoral pulpit, Sunday-school, or iu missionary labors. 
).fay he be re-warded \\·ith many seals! , 

I{- SUTTLE, ELDER J osEPH "'as a nafr1e of Hutherford conn-· 
_y, ~- C., Lorn April 25th, 1827; \\·as couverted in early 
>il'e, and bRptized by Elder James 2\1. Webb in the year 

I 
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J:-:-±1j. into tl.c i'dln-.\::-lJip of the church at Concord. Soon 
<<ftcr !Ji,, l1a1•ti::;111 Le \\;t,; liceu-c.l to preach, and about the 
veur 1 :-<-±!I Ire i1ad the ~rn>d tortuue to inarrv Xl iss E. E. 
Diantoll \1·]J\J, in all re:;11ec:t,;. 1n1::; IYort!Jy of him, aud cou­ 
tribure.] grl'<1tiy to make his life happy uu.l agreeaule. He 
t:;en t1·;1:bferrerl Iris nreml.ership froiu Concord to Zi1Jn, aud 
was chosen a dde;;atc tu represent the church iu tl.e session 
(Jr tlie Association of that ye<tr, l1eld at Cedar S11ri11gs. He 
;1_:.!·ain. ai'rer his orrl i uutiou, Feiin1ary :2nd, 1850, re11resented 
l'.:1!ln in the Association, and in l '(il ho became a iueruber 
uud p«,:tor of t lie church at Double Springs. wliicl; church 
was dismissed with fourteen others the same year to torru 
t lre Ei ll:2; ·s .\fouu tai n Association. • 

~i11~e the org~ullzation of the 113\Y b.dy he has remained 
witl: the Douuie Surings church as pastor, and bas at 
various times had tl1e Id::itoral C<tre of se1·eral other 
cliurd1e,:., l;e~ide:o doing a larg·e amount of 111issio1rary work, 
a lnrgc porti011 of wliich li:1s Leen uisreuscu withiu the 
lJOUIJf!S oi the olcl pal'ent boch·. 

Elder Suttle \\'<ls a man· of stro!lg inipnlses, and neYer 
(1oulJtl'll or lie::;itatec.l abont undertaking to carry out any 
sclienie that lie e:onsi<lered rig lit and just. Ile Lat! a11 abiJiug 
colltidencc iu tl1e :.Ia;;tcr's 1•011·er alld \Yillillfo!'ness to bless 
tl1c efforts of His creatlirl:!;; to crn11~·elize the \\'orlJ. \Yhat 
l1e fuuud to do, nml tl1unglit it ri_s·l1t and proper to uo it, be 
\\·eut .at it with all his mi.gl1t. · 

His educational ndrnntages had Leen Yer} poor, 1rnt be 
hacl a gooll natirn iutellcct, su~('q1tible of reeei•·ing and im· 
]"Hting to otliers irn11rcssioll:, <·aknlated to 111ake the heart 
!Jetter. and rii:dit faitl1folh· did lie exhort nw11kind to be re· 
cune;)]~d to G~t.l wl1ile tinie and opportuuity \\'as atfordeu. 

At the ::;ession of 1.S.J.f lie 11·a;:; appoillteti to preJ:nl!"e a 
Circulnr Letter on the ~tiliject of Jliss(o11.<, 11·hich \Ye repro­ 
d11ce in tlii:; 11·ork, out of n•,;tiec:t for E'.d.:r Suttle, and the 
exalted clwrac:ter of Iii:; ,·ie:1\'s upon tli:1t iiupurtant sulJject: 

CIRCTLAR LETTER. 

The Ki:1y's 1llountain Bapt i"t Ai;.:;ociation, to the Cliw·che.s -in 'Cnion- 
Gneti11y: · 
Dt>ar Brethren :-Ac·corcling to an apDointrnent of la;;t Associa­ 

tion, \H' add re,;,; you upon the subject or i\Ib:;ion':l. 
ln enteri11g upon tbc di"'ru;<:;ion of tbi,.; subject, we would im-. 

plore the a~si,.;tance and dire<:tion of tbat t:pirit whieh guides int.be 
way of all truth. The suhjeet of l\Ii,.;sio11s is one of Ya>'t iu1port,mce 
and ,·ital iutere-t. lt would fill an angel's hand or a SaYior,; heart. 
TlJi,.; subject ought to iuterl';t e\·ery thri,.;tian, for liy this means, th<:' 
11'1\ion,.; of the earth are to be giYen to the Son a~ an inheritance, aud 
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1847-48 1'/iadison Mullinax 

He was a native of York, South Carolina. He was intermarried to 
Roxanna Spears. A happy home life was reflected in his Christian 
service. It was said of him, "We trust the exhibition in his life of 
usefulness in connection with the ministration of the Gospel, will 
long be unto us living epistles known and read of al I men. 11 

He was of irreproachable character. ( •S') 

J. Suttle 1848-49 

¥:.-- He was a native of Rutherford City, in 1827,baptized by J.M. Webb 
in 1846. He was married to Miss E. E. Blanton. She was a worthy 
companion and contributed much to a happy home. He was a man 
of strong impulse with great confidence in God's blessing on men's 
effort to evangelize the world. He did what he thought right with 
zeal. 

He was a man of little education but possessed a native intellect 
to interpret impressions. He stressed salvation before it is too late. 

He was interested in missions and carried the word of God to the 
destitute area Northeast of King's Mountain Asssociation. He was 
a faithful and devoted servant and played a great part in the spiritual 
development of "backward" areas. He was paid a salary of $20 per 
month. A circular letter on "Missions" written to the Association 
in 1855 laid a foundation for establishment of missions among early 
Baptists. A similar letter in 1859 on "Preyer" presented a new con­ 
cept of the relation between God and His. people through prayer. (II.) 

John D. Durham 1849-1851 

He was a native of Rutherford County - married Miss 1'/iary Trout. 
He was active in work of the Broad River Association- pi(?us ; and 
devoted Christion worker. His family reflected his beliefs and 
teachings. He is said to be related to Ex. President Jefferson Davis 
of Southern Confederacy. His death ended a long and useful 
service to the work of God's Kingdom. Cl'fj 
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man the greater the precedent." Let Elder Stough there­ 
fore take the lead in a well directed crusade asraiust the Ll::ie 
of the "s\\·eet-sc:euted poisonous plaut ot Yirgiuia." 

STYERS, ELDER JoH~ PRESSLEY is a native of Davidson 
county, :S. C., born .Ju ne ~1st, lb-±7; uioved into the bounus 
d" the King's Mouutuiu Association Iroru Rocky River As­ 
sociation in 1877. Joined the church at .;\ew Prospect, and 
was chosen one of the delegates to represent said church iu 
the Association at its session of 1878. He was asrai u a dele- f xr p . .::> gate roru .i..,~w respect iu 187!:1. In lt-:80, .Pleasant Grove 
drnrch was· cuustitute<l, Elder >::lt\·ers bel.:orui1w a euustitu­ 
eut rnemuer thereof, since \Ybich he-has been e~o:;en one of 
its aunual representative:;. lie is abo pa:;tor of :;aid el1•1reh, 
and seems to be iu:>trurnental iu tlie baud of God in l.)Uilditw 
it up into a strong- bod;:, now nuniLeritw uearlv 2UO men: 
bers. Ile was or~laiue<.l in 1873 \.Jy Eld~~·s W. A. Pool aud 
A. P. Stoker, at Trn<ling Ford church, Rowan county, X. C. 

Elder Styers, hke a g-reat manv Bautist ministers is 
'J .J L ' 

laboriog u uder great disacl mu tag-e::;, by reason of a lack of 
early sebolastic training, but he is a close Biblical :Studeut, 
and gifted. with a good utternnce, and has sounJ orthodox 
doctrinal vie\\'s. \nw theu Illa\· he not be Yen- nilefol in 
the biglnrnys and hed~ge;;, wliile" the more leari{ed aud re­ 
fined are engaged in tlie tO\rnS aud cities'? There is work 
for all to do, audit is often the ease tbat an "illiterate tislJ­ 
erman's" simple ·IYords deli,-erecl in au impressive, loving·, 
and tender manner will aecompl i:;h m ueh more real o-oo~<l 
than_ bigh-tlo:rn lauguagc? \\·hid1 sometimes may be gr;<1tly 
lae~1ug, _too, HJ holy 11net10n anJ pathos, and ouly ealenluted 
to tickle tbe ear of fauey, \Ybile tlie l1enrt eseape:; Ll11toucl1ed 
and is still left in its eallou:; and ti:intY state. Edueati\)ll 
b?wev~r, is cer_tainly a_ great blessiug: wbe.n not abused'. 
_\\ _e might say mtli propriety tliat next to regenerating grac6 
It is the greate:;t \.Jle::;siug- ot' all others.- Dur let all of it,; 
reeipients be on their g·~ar<l, lest ther should become min 
ancl puth.:d up in tl1eir ~;1ind;;, and de~1~isc too nrneli the dav 
of sniall things. " 

. We _n·ill>~turn agaiu to Elder Styers to remark that 
!1e 1s an rndetat1gable preacher a11d ''"orker, >d1ether it be 
111 the pastoral pulpit, Slllllla_y-scbool, or in missiouarr labors. 
:Jiay he be rewarded 'IYith many seals '. • 

SutTLE, ELDER JosEPH '\Yas a native of Hutherforcl coun­ 
ty;~- C., bor!1 April 25th, 18:27; \\·as cou\'el'teJ iu early 
lite, and b.'lpt1zecl by Elder James :JI. \\'ebb in the ye<ir 



516 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 

18-lG, into the fellowship of the church at Concord. Soon 
after bis baptism lie was licensed to preach, and about. tl.e 
vear 18-±9 be bad the £rood fortune to uiarrv Miss E. E. 
Blanton who, in all res1;ects, wus , worthy of him, and cuu­ 
tribured greatly to make bis life happy uud agreeable. Il« 
then transferred bis membership from Concord to Zion, aml 
'ms choseu a delegate to represent the church ill the session 
of the Association of that year, held at Cedar Springs. He 
again, after bis ordinatiou , Feliruary :;nd, 1850, represented 
Zion in the Association, and in HS.51 lie became a nieu.l.cr 
and pastor of the church at Double Springs, which churcl 
W<lS dismissed with fourteen others the sume vear to tort» 
the King·':0 ~fountain A:0sociation. " 

Since the organizutiou of the new body he has rernaine.l 
with "the Doubie Springs church as pastor, and has at 
various times had the pastoral care of seH:ral other 
eliure:hes, besides doing a large amount of missionary work, 
a large ,portion Of which bas been dispensed wrthiu the 
hounds of the old parent body. 

Elder Suttle \YaS a man of strong impulses, and never 
doubted or hesitated about undertaking to carry out ally 
-Echeme that be considered right and just. Ile had au aLiJin_:..: 
confidence in the :\laster's po,Yer and willingness to hle~~ 
the efforts of His creatures to ernn(J'elize the world. \\lnt 
he found to <lo, aud thought it rigb~ and proper to do it, lie 
went at it with all his migb.t. · 

. His educational advantages had been very voor, but he 
bad a good native intellect, susceptible of receiving and im­ 
parting to others impressions calculated to rua.ke the heart 

. better, and right faithfully did be exhort mankind tu Le r.:­ 
conciled to God while time and opportunity was aff.Jrded. 

At the session of 18.)-± lie was appointed to prepare n 
Circular Letter on the subject of .i11~ssion.s, which we repro­ 
duce in this work, out of respect for Elder Suttle, an~ the 
exalted character -of his Yie\\'s upon that iUlportant sub3ect: 

CIRC'C'LAR LETTER. 

The King's Mountain Baptist A~sociation, to tl)e Churches in Union- 
Greeting: . 
Dear Brethren :-According t-0 an appointment of last Associa- 

tion, we address you upon the subject of Missions. 
In entering upon tbe disC'ussion of this subject, we would im­ 

plore the assistance aml direction of that Spirit which guides in Lhe 
way of all truth. 'l'he sul.Jject of Missions is one. of vast imporUIUC..­ 
and vital interest. It \Yould fill an angel's band or a Saviors heart. 
This subject ought to interest every christian, for l.Jy this means, tl..ic 
nations of the earth are to be given to the Son as an inheritance, unJ 
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t ue utmost parts of the earth for a possession. Therefore let us 10\·e 
mid esteem it, and especially because our suffering Savior was him­ 
s-elf a nussionary, and says, th is is the way, walk ye in it. 

Christ was the embodiment and liv i 11g i llust rat.ion of divine 
goodness The whole history of His earthly career may Le com pre­ 
Ii-nded in a single sentence. "He went about doing good." For 
this, He came into the world. For this, He Iived, suffered and at 
Iast died on the cross, He brougbt all the resources of His God­ 
head and the office of his Souship to carry 011 the great work of 
doing good. He became poor that we, through His poverty, might 
become rich. lie took of the things of the Fat.h er and showed them 
unto us. He cured not for comfort, human rank nor honor. He 
--trove not for a CJ'0\\'!1 nor a k i ngdom of th is world. 

His urubiuou (if we may so spea k ) was ou ly to do good. To ac­ 
complish His mission He took a place among the most humble, and 
carefully ru i n istered to the wants or all. Every page of His eventful 
history is refulgent wi t h mercy. Every line is an emLle111 ofi.JeneY­ 
oleuce. Go with us to the garden, dear urethren, behold tbe Savior 
iu the stillne~s of tile night giYiug Yent to tl..ie agonizing e1uot:ions of 
Hb soul! He is Lowed to t!Je ground. and as the load of excruciat­ 
ing agony weighs upon him, () ! wllat grief and sorrow! l::;ee the 
i.Jloody sweat falling to the ground. Why all tbis "? For the good 
of man. Beholll Hirn in the judgment ball, suffering :,ibuse and in­ 
suJted ! See Him bending under the cross as He rno,·es on towards 
c,tlvar~-. Heb there nail.e'..l to tbe wo:Hl ! 'I'hus He i.Jleeds an,l dies! 
'\'by all tbb intense suffcrill;; ·; To do gouct unto men. Yes, says 
the opposer of ruissions, tlut i:l the kind of a 111is::;io11;try we want, 
that will do all the good be ea;1 a11d baYe nothing for it. 

But this diameter sl.10ulcl re111eu1ber that, although the Savior 
\\·as able to multiply tbe few loaYe;; aud fishes to feed a host in the 
wilderness, and could fost forty days and forty nigi1ts, yet. He lllitde 
it the duty of tbe people to minister unto Him. and· they did ;,o. 
"_\ud Joana and Susanna and rnany others mini~tered unt•) H!111 i>f 
their substance.'' (Luke \'iii: 3.) Just so He would ha Ye His people 
ad towards His minister.~, in this and every other age of t~1e \Yurld. 
Although He could feed them with nrnuna from beaYen or C•Jmmand 
tlie raYeus to feed them, as they did Elijah, yet. He says Hb rui11i;;­ 
ters shall not go a warfare at his own expen:se, but they that preaeh 
the Gospel. slwll Jh·e of the Go;;pel. 

Xotwithstanding the SaYior was a great blessing to the world, 
while He was upon eartil, ~·et He says, it is nee(lful for the world, • 
''that I go away." So in the absence of the S~Yior, the great work 
of diffusiug abroad the light of eternal trntb, "·as eomillitted to the 
eburcb. Tbb eburch is that kingdom, that shall break in µieces all 
other kingdoms of the earth, aurl shttll stand foreYer as a monument 
to the glory of its author. This glorious kingdom is the light of the 
world; it is thP instrumentality, by means of which, the world is 
to be regenerated and sa\'ed. This heayenly kingdom of holiness 
and ioYe, is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of . 
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the truth. To this church has been comrn it ted a sacred treasure. 
It is the truth as it is in Jesus. 'I'h is truth has been committed to the 
church, and it is able to save the soul, being the eternal truth of 
God, and it is the duty of the church to sustain, preserve and pro­ 
mulgate it in the world. How energetic then ought tbe church to 
be in the cause of missions! Founded, herself, on the rock of eternal 
ages,' she is destined to be the means of upholding the truth in the 
world. She has received, that she may impart it to others. Her 
mission is a mission of mercy to the lost sons and daughters of men. 

But, we regret to say, t.hat she do-s not exert that inrlence ant! 
power to save a si n k ing world, that she ought. There are several 
things that clog the wheels of Zion, and weaken her power, whkb 
tend to retard her progress ill the conversion of the world, one of 
which we shall not ice : Division of Sentiment. This is one great 
obstacle to the on ware! march of Zion, especially in regard to the> 
nature of her mission. \\'hile some are trying to push on the car uf 
salvation they meet with a groat deal of opposition, even from their 
b reth re n , b~· reason of con nictiug views ; owing to th is cause she ha­ 
lost that 8in1plil:ity, peace and uuity which her dying Savior prayed 
might be hers fore Hr; and while tlre world He came to save is going 
down to death, she is wasting her time and strength in mutual 
broils and controversies about the nature of her mission, which ,;ht: 
ought long ago to have k nown. And what is the cause of all this 
division of sentiment wttb its ruinous train of consequences? 'I'he 
history of the past eighteen hundred years attest the truth that it 
is, in consequence of purr ruhtv, prejudice, education or trad it inn ; 
for the first breathings of a newly-converted soul is, that God's kiug­ 
dorn might come, and over all prevail, w h ieh would continue to l'<" 
the case, if the judgment was nut warped by seine of the things 
above mentioned. 

Oh! would she but emerge from under the clouds of ignorance 
in w h ich she is i n vol ved , and sha ke herself from every clog, and ex­ 
ecute her u.issiou more fully! Huw 111igbty would lie her e11ergic"1 
iu the ::;ulJjugatiu11 of the worlLl, and how like the voice of G0<l 
would her Yoice be sounded lhruugh \he aliud<::s of unbelief and ,;iu ! 
But iubtead of 1!.ii;; many, it seeuu;, would Jock the wheels off:lalvn. 
tion, aud impede the prngress of lhe angel that flies in the ruidst of 
beaYen, having the e\'erlastillg Gospel to preach unw men; and ,in­ 
stead of cotJVerti11g t!Je world to God, we fear they ba\·e l.>t"L·owc 
theru~elws partially conYertLd to ·the world. 0 ! would the chun:h 
Lut arioie auoYe the dim aud murky atmosphere of e:irth and l11y 
bold with a deathless grasp lllJOP tbe i111mutalile prorni;;es of Gud '. 
·what a re,·olution woulrl be 'l\TOll"'ht in her ft.elin"'s and Yiew,;! 1111•1 
bow bright would lie that light which ~he would :cutter throu~hout 
tbe world! for the ch urcb is destined to be the great fount:llD o( 

light to a guilty world-the reservoir from which is t-0 flow f••i:b th· 
streaws of sa]Yation to a perishing world! 

· Her mission will uot lie accomplished until e>'ery nation on es.r:.h 
shall acknowledge the Lord and be made the recipients of that truth 
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•. ,·hic\1 she "·as conm1hsioued to preacb,-not until tbe heathen shall 
h: gh·eu to the Son a;, au iulleritauce, aud the utaw:;t parts of the 
... -01rth for a posse$ion. 

The diur<:IJ is :;aid to look forth as the rnorni11g ~un that illumi· 
11ate..; tl11; earth, ri,~e.s higher aud higher, scatteriug the sh11.dt::s of 
1iiglit and ligbti ug LI1J this dark earth un ti! e\·e1:y rnlley and remote 
._.,,mer of t.he eartb are illumi uated aud warmed liy its rays; so tl:tt 
-c"ndle of t~ie church wru; lit up more than eig!Jteeu hundred years 
"'::<J, and bas lieen looking fortlJ from that time down to the present. 
Though for eight1;ei1 centuries she has lit>en baffeted by the wa\·es of 
JIL"r~ecution and l·_y false brethren. :rnd thougb the lig!Jtuings haYe 
1>1aye•l arouud her, and cJ.oud:; and darknfs:; !JaYe inYolved her, yet 
lier cour:;e is ouw::ird-f<till she glide,; along, sprl'ading wider and 
wider the light c1f eternal Truth-lil"iug guided l1y !lie light of the 
1•:1-t and tbe infallil1le \\'ord of God; !Jut let us look <lown through 
the \'i!:-ta of the future, tbut we niay leurn the future triumphs of 
tlJe church: bere a glol'ious prospect He,; before u,;. 'l'he effocts ;;he 
kL-; already wrought are but the presage of lier future triulllphs; 
yet she can Dot triumph \l'ithout a conflict. Then Jet C'Yery chri!'<tian 
-ay, let the conflict C.'0t1l€--1"e will uot remain idle specwtors oftbe 
,.,·ene; \\·e \\·ill euter the tie Id of battle under the blood+tained ban.: 
21er of the cros,,;; we will rnise the Sen of rigbte<n1,.;11ess higher and 
liigher until eYery Yalley and d"r:K eurner of the earth is)it up by 
H brays, and Hb glo1y shall co,·er the earth as tbe \nlters cover the 
J,,,,,jn of the great deep. 

Then, dear brethren, we :::hould look abroad anrl see that dark­ 
!1L'!"::' yet co,·er.s the earth, and grn,;::i darkne,;~ thP people. LoPk over 
llie briny deep, and there bel!olrl nuit!Jer.; sacrificiu\{ tl!eir children, 
ll• appease the 1nath of t!Jeir deitit>s, lllarle with their ow1t band,;! 
'-llld wheJ·e b the chrbtian that is not willing to ].-ml a helping hand 
lo rescue innocent babes from lieiug crushed IJefore the wheels of the 
!CTeat car of juggernaut? That cluistiau ought not to be fouu<l ou 
the face of the earth. 

\Ye remernber once asking an unti-niissionary if one of bis rbil­ 
<lren was carried to a heathen land and left in tlJ::it dark and i.J,...11ight­ 
<·cl cou11try, if he would he \\'il!in;; lhat some mbsivnary i;hould be 
,.eut to preatlJ the Grn>11el to tllat child, and the on Jy ausw"r he ga\"e 
u- \Yas, "tb:it a~ter::i the ca.-;e." ?\ow, we awfully frar llli.; L; tlJe 
ui;;e \ritll too 11Ja11y; because the heathen are not their coildren, ac­ 
tonling to the flesh, they are concerned but little aliout them. How 
nruch more praiseworthy and christian-like tile conduct of a nolile~ 
lH'arted lady in oue of the great cities of thb uuion. when she dis­ 
t-••,·ered a friglltened horse ruuniug away with a \"elJicle, and a little 
diild therein, slie became so distressed as to immediately run out 
i!.J10 t!Je street and cry aloud for sorne efforts to be m::ide to sa\·e the 
t hild' IJer daughter at the same time rebuking IJer and telling her 
that "it wus not her child!" "I know it," she replied, •'but it is 
~·•me one·,, child." Let us rather act tlle part of t.liis good, tender­ 
Leartcd lady, and let us also act the good S:unaritau -not piLSs by 
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our fellow-creatures in distress or in a perishing condition and ba\·., 
no compassion on t heui. Let us also act the part of the little IUHi•I 
that was taken captive by the Assyrians out of the land of hntt-1, 
who waited on Xmmrnn';; wife, who said: would to God that iu v 
Master was with the prophet iu Samuria, for he would recover hi!;\ 
of his leprosy. 

\Ye should not only be missionaries in word, but in deed and in 
truth, for when it was necessary that the house oftbe Lord should 
Le bu ilt at Jerusalem, (Ezra 1: £>.) "there rose up the chief of the 
fathers of Judah and Benjuniin , and the priests and Levites, with all 
them whose spi rit Goel has rai ·ed to go up to build the house of the 
Lord; u nd all they that were about them strengthened their hand-, 
with vessels of si lver, with gold, und with goods, with beasts, an.I 
with many precious t hi ngs," &c., &c. Shall we be less charitat.h, 
and wi l li ug to srrengtb eu the hands of the men of God, who are t;•>­ 
ing to and fro in the earth, to est ah l is li 1 he house of the Lord in all t l.« 
world, by giving our substn nce to send the Bible, and tbe wan o! 
God to the beat hens, who ha Ye never beard of God, that they might 
call on Him and be saved :> 

Another example, when the demoniac of Godara was brought 
to bis right mind, !.\lark \-.HJ. 2 J.J Jesus said unto him, "go home 
to thy friends and tell them how great things tbe Lord has done fur 
thee," and he departed aud began to publish in Deeapolis, bow gn·;it 
things Jesus had doue fur hun a nd all men dill marvel." Ought Jll1t 

we us Christians to rio the same, aud if some of us can uot pu hlish the 
truth abroad we can SU}Jl)Ort those that can, and we must do it ii 
we do our duty. 

Another example. (Luke ii. 17.) \Vhen the angels of the Lori! 
had informed the shepherds that a Savior was born in Bethlehem, 
the shepherds immediately made known abroad tbe sayings that 
was told them concerning the Child. And cannot we, dear breth­ 
ren, make known abroad, that Jesus is not only born into the w.orld, 
but that He has suffered, died, and rose again for the j ustific.atioo 
of all tbat believe on Him. Tbis \1-e can do by loosing tbe band~of 
our miniisters, while we say with the poet: 

•·Go messengers of pence and love, 
To sinners plunged in shades of night, 

Like Gauriel sent from tields abo\·e, 
Be you1s to ~iled c:eJe:;tiul light." 

And let it be in deed, u.s well as word, foi: there are ruany that 
say aud do not. 

Another example, and this ought to shame many called cbri5- 
tians, who ha Ye rendered so little to the Lord for aJI bis- benefik-. 
(Luke xvii. 15-18.) "\\"hen Jesus had healed ten lepers, and one of 
them when be saw that he was healed, turned back and with a loud 
voice glorified God, and Jesus answer~d and said, "\Vere there not 
ten cleansed, and where are the nine'?" Is it pos;;ible that nine 
Christians out of ten just ;;it down a11d never glorify God in carrying 
out that great commission, "Go ye into all the world aud preach the 
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(;05pel to every creature?" "Go ye therefore and teach all nat ious." 
But perhap~ the nine savs, this coruman d is only to the tenth, to­ 
wit: the minister, and we are ex=rupt. LPt them take notice when 
the ;::ai.·ior ascended on h ig h as the captai n of' our sal v.rt ion, He gn ve 
i:ift,; unto meu, and doubtless some of these gl ft s were the ministry 
of the cro-s, and they are ser vun t-s of the church, and are to obey 
her Go5pel calls and orders. They are represented as the servants 
uf the church, serving the church as an ox serves h isow ner. Sup­ 
l){)~e A was to bid your servant to come and labor in h is farm, and at 
the same time bad no power or authority to sav to you to sen l him, 
what would it avail ? Then, you see, dear brethren, thst the com­ 
mand i~ to both, it is to the min ister to go, a u d to the ch .irch at the 
-:1111e time to send him. Aud ii the m i n ister refuses to go he should 
n-mem lrer that "'\·oe i-< 111e if I preach not t he r;.o-<pel ;'' a n d if the 
.-hurc h refuse to se n d and en.it .. de him to go, she should reuieniber 
t h.u it is written, "woe unto them that are at ease in Zlon." 

\Ye should lie wil l i ng at least to <leYote ~ome of our su::istance 
and time to the Lord. I.Jut thb i:> Yery hard for some to <lo, an<l they 
\\ill contend that it b not their du.ty. But. \\·hat says thP la\\' and 
the tebtimony '! (1 Chron. xxix. ±-6.) In the uuildin~of the temple 
J>aYid ~hows hb liberality a11d snys that he had gi\·en even three 
thou•and tctlents of sil\·er, and then say,;, who then is willing to con­ 
~l't:rate bis ser\'ices thb day to tbe Lord? Then. clear brethren, the 
church of Christ is to be uuilt up in all the world; <111<i if it require<i 
!!nltl and sih·er in the days of DaYid. to cnrry ou the work of tlrn 
Lord, why not now? Do we suppo~e the Lord bas l<rn·ered His de­ 
rnantb in conse4uence of the co,·etou~nc::::; of His people? ::\ot in 
the le:tst; but to the co11trary He lrns rai,.;ed tlwrn, for where muc:h 
j, gi\·en rnuch is required. As our property inc:rea~e,,;, our obligation 
to throw into the trear"ury of the L~rd increa~e~; for we are com- 
111anded to give acc<Jrding to what\ye ha,·e. 'l'ben h<iw hardly ::<hall 
tbe rich enter into the Kin~(lnm of HeaYen, whom God has ulessed 
with a great deal of the goods of the world? And yet th<'y \Till 

~hut up their uoweb of compassion toward,, the heathen that are 
J•erbhing for tlle liread of life. And 

"The poor, the oh.'.ect of God's love, 
\Yho \\·ant and famiue dread." 

'Eccl. xx. 1.) SolomQn, in giving directior..s for charity, says, "Cast 
thy bread upon the wnters, for thou shalt tind it after ruany days.". 
"Gh·e a portion to seveu, and. abo to eight, for thou knowest not 
what ~,·iJ shall be upon the earth." (Frov. xi. 24, 25.) "There is 
that scattereth yet increasetb; and there is tbat withboldetb ruore 
than i:; meet, and tendeth to poverty." "The liberal soul shall be 
11iade fat." The !::la,·ior was careful in His day to notice the liberal 
-oul-su ruucll so that He stood oYer against the Treasury, and He 
~aw the rich man ca<;tiug in much, and also the poor widow cast in 
lwr two Ill i tes, and He said that she had cast in ~11ore than they all. 
,\ nd the :-Sador commands Hi:; people to sell that they have and give 
:ilm;;. This was His ad\·ice to that young man that wished to know 
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w ln.t good thing he must do, yet he refuses to do it. Just so it i~ 
wit.h uiauv called chrl-t laus in th is our day and ti Ille: if the mini,­ 
t ers or Ch rist tl'll rheui that tl1ey ourht to g i ve tn tile ll1b:;iunary 
cause. tl1e_v go H\\·a~r orlen derl , like that young mu n : but. n1Y d1:~r 
brethren, it is our d utv to send t h e Word of God far and \vide: 

HO\\. few cluistiu ns in this day and time are willin~ to act the 
pan of Ille prhnttive christ ia uv, who sold their possessions and good-, 
u ud purred th em as e v ery man had need. ''Xt'ither Wt<S there a11,­ 
t hut luck ed : for as mu ny as were possessors of houses or l1111d~. solJ 
t lieui 1111d dist ri outiou was wade unto every man accord iur a:; t h ev 
];ad n eed ." ' . 

::iuu1e ch u rches wil l ,,ay t liev are willing to pav for t h cir own 
Jil't:a<.:t~iu~. Lut tbt:_Y are uu wi i h ug lo !-<U]>puri a m iu i-t er to sro and 
)1re,,c:li to otb ers : l.Jut tlre .-\po:;tle says to the Coriut.h ia ns t,hat h e 
1 obbeu other r·il urcues ludo t h eru service ; i.e., other ch urch ~.,; ~ui~ 
J•orted h im wueu b e was prcuch lug to thetu, \\"h"n they ought to 
lia\·e ciuue it-t.nd the rea:;on 1nt5 tl.i~ Corinthians bad uot \-et learn­ 
t:d their duty. We that kuow our duty ~hould be willing to ;.end 
thew mir.i~ter:;, that they may learn their duty. "Bul,'' ~ome will 
e<t1_Y, ''l'llarity ~lwuld C<>ll1u1ellce nt borne." \Yell then, ue ~ure that 
you C::.o not 111uzzle the mouth of the ox tlrnt treads out your corn. 
\\-e are ~orry to :say that there are churches that donotdo.tl1eir llut1· 
in tbi:s re~pe<:t: ~uch churches ought to be afraid that the cries ,·,f 
the children r,f tbn~e minl~ters \Ybo btn·e went a warfurinl-( at tlH·ir 
own expense ;,n<J fpd the lioc·k, and did not eat of the milk thereof. 
:ind ~t0f'd at tLc· altnr and labored d<1y and night, and wa5 not mad1· 
J>11rrakers of the thing:; of the altar. \\·ill ric-e up agaiu;:;t thelJJ and 
l'Oll(lenrn them, when they are waiting to l.le:u tllat \Yelcome air 
J•la11~e. •·\Yell done, good nnd faithful ,,1:n·ant." 

There is one thought that ::,bould stimulate ever:· Bupri~t t•1 
:1<.:tion; that b-God hns kept us, a:; a people, distin<:t from :.ill otlt.-r 
&oeit'lies in the world. \Vhat rn<.:iet1· L>ut tbis could ba\-t' !'Ulo~i,.tl~I 
muiLl:;t the urntation:; of a hnting ·world? \\'here are no\1· th1· 
rnighty eu1pire:; of 1rntiquity '! 'l'lley are hut an empty namL~liw 
0111.v in b!,.tnr.\', cru,-!Jed Ly uloocly war:;. But the churdi of Chri,.t. 
tlioug-li "he l.las undergolle rnanY re\·olution~ r< 1uai11:; und will n- 
11,;\in \\·ilen the eon:;uwptinll clelHn .. iinell bY-~l1e Lord of lt<·:'t.- ,.h:1H 
c:o1ue uvon all the earth. Tllt>rt>fore, de>u- b;·etbreu. we ought to !11•·" 
around us aud :>ay not. "there are four months and then eo11H·th 
LarYed_; for uehold the fields are \\"hite alread1· to harn-,.t.'' w •. 
l:'hould remernl>er that thousaud;; of the l.lunrnn J:amily are pt'rbhin~ 
for '\Yant of the bread of life, eYery day that we live in the wc,rld: 
therefore let us up and L>e doing while it is day, fortlle night eoru...i!.i 
'\Yhen no nrnn cnn work. Let us look tbroogh the telescope of It•\!', 
o\·er all tlle eartll ,.-here the Gospel bas not been prPaelle<l, aud · "" 
the ignorance, darkne:;s, ~uper::'Lition, idolatry, cruelty, anrl p•:ri·!1• 
iug co11dition of 111an ! arid will not that zeal for tlle salrntioo of• 
sinking world beeome like fire sbut up iu tlle bones? And nmy 11 
cry. be extorted from the bosom of every chri:3tian, •·ol.! ~ tb!ll n.~ 
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. . ... I were waters and my C'yt>,, were a fountain uf teur-, th.it I n1igl.Jt 
1, • f' day uud n iuh t" for (he peri.;iliug con.Iu iou O!"])) Ill! • .\.tH[ ,ua_y 
Zi••ll awake and a rise, au.I sh a k e her-elf from every C'H•g, uud travel 
.ii her :-tr.-nt;rll until 111<u1y sons and daugiJLer.-i :-;[Ld] lie horu or 1.:i-od 
••ll the h-.u heu shores ! It seellls uu uecess 1ry to prove that tb e 
!o .u hen can uot be saved without tile Uospt>l; for it is so plain it 
:., .. .J- no proof, Yet we w i ll cite vour alle11lion to a few .-3cripture 
t•. xt•: 'file Apostle says "that it has ple.1,.;p<} the Loni, through tlre 
: .. .!i-lJm-~ of preaching to ... ave t h eu that bctieve.": Aud again, 
'"\\"itlwut faitll it is im possi b ie to plea::;eGod." '·And he r hut coures 
1 .. 1 ;"d 111Ll-it oe.ieve that He is; and He is a rewarder or t he-ru that 
,Jili:"ently .;eek Hun." Auui n , +How can they believe on cl11n or' 
wh 1111 t hev have not beard, and how cuu they hear without a 
1.r1·ad1er?" The Eunuch, with toe Scri prures in his baud, says: 
··How can I un derstun d them, except some man 1'!llide rne ._,,, Ho\i:, 
• .· 11. c·an the ht·atbeu iJ<.:lieYe, "·i:ho•1t the ·1,.0,_1,tau<.:e oi the Biule 
.• :.d lt..'~\1·hf':ll'~ ·.) 

It b perfe<.:t 11onsen•e to tlllk of belie,·e in a thing never heard of. 
f11.-n ifthelJeatlJenare"a"ed itrnu-;tbeuj>Oll'-'CJJ!le uuknowu plau dif­ 
' r• nt from tbatoftbe<'o~p<.:l.yet ,,·ere:Hl o!"lwt•rne<.:i:;tern l1dn,;hewn 
• 1t. an l 1.Jut one sy;;tem lieiug :;et up l.Jy our ;:;.-t\"ior to :-;a,·e "inner,,;. 
J:.ll :o•JIIH~ will ;,ay like Peter, the heathen are unclean, aud, thererore, 
l•"' worthy oftbeGo-pel, and Clo 1 do2" not inten•l tile_y "llall hear it. 
r1te an,wer to thi;; h, .. l'h~ ti.ne.; 0. thi-; i.ranr,tUl:e Uc •. ] \\"iUu.ed at, 
<1:t now eonimand;; ali 11lell e,·er.\' \\·here to repent." A.:.Jd he more- 
.,,·,·r ,,,~·:;, ''H•" j,.. no l'l'~J)eeter of per;,on." 

Ir. w;1-; predicted l1_,. tlw proplJet, that the onc·e ho,,tile 1ution,; 
·;P1tlll•l al)·1ut Jerc1,..alelll •· ,;boul.t p;ty tilellJ ann wl \"i-;it:>, anJ joiu 
rn their fe.-;th·ab." Y.:a, saith the prophet baiah, '·Frnni new 
•noon to n~w mo.rn, :in l from ;:; 1l>l.Jatl1 to Sliih,1tb, ::;hall all tle:::b 
.-.qup to \1·01·,..!Jip lJefore tlw Lord <1f ilo,;t:;." :::\"o\\" it i:-; e\·ideUL that 
i:w-e hi:.;-h p:edicti·m; '''ere ne,·er ac;o nrli~hed in thee:irtlily Zion, 
a11il Je, u-a1en1, yea, it b i111p J.-;,<ihle tliey e.1ulrl UL' in their Jiterul 
-,11-1;. tile narnre of thin_;.,; foro>hb it. Butt<> the t-piritual Zion aud 
u•·a\·enly J,,ru~:tleru th.-y 1i,1,·e l1een tultille<l, a1Hl shall lie !llore aurl 
111•1re aeC'J111pli~hed. For thi:; hoh· bill n1u::-t be establi,.;hecl in all 
tile world, aud we 1.::111 eo111e to the cir,\· of the Ji Ying Go<i without a 
J•il:!rilllage. "Tht:>ll the wolf shall d\\~ell with tbe lamh, and tile 
k1•p:1rd with tlw kid, and the young lion aucl fotiing together, and 
·11ey ,;hail not hurt nor 1le:-<troy in all )ly boly mountain." \Yben 
·!•all theoe hi,;h prediction,; l>e full.1· a~..::om[Jlished·? .Xtit until God's 
kin..:dom ,,·ill come and oYer alt pre•.ail. Tben the nations shall 
h:al u w~r uo Illore. 

But some will admit that the Gospel i;; to lie preached to all na­ 
;i .. n•, whieb \\'ill lie at Goll's own good time. :\ow let us inquire 
"lh·n tl1at ·•good time" io? To-ll10rrow ·? ~o. For Goll. say:; "boast 
1 "' thy~elf of to-morrow," for ti.Jou k11ow·e::.t not what. a day will 
i·riu!(' al1out, 'l'beu now is tl.Je time, says Goll., we ha Ye no promise 
' f to-worrow, no\1· is tbe time for u:; to Jay our shoulder to the Gos- 
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pd wheel, and roll it on to enrt lr's remotest bounds. Or will you be 
e t t: ~e in Ziou, i.ud sluuil.er while the Savior pleads for a ~inking 
world ? 

Universal nature, as well as the word of God, bas pronouuced a 
woe UJJOn th-ru that are at ea::.e in Zion. If t ln,n brethren, you 
would till the design of your holy mission, 0 ! if you would share in 
the lili-s and triumj.h of !Le Redeemed in Heaven, whose employ­ 
u.ents and ex erci-es are full of action, you must throw your whole 
energy into tb e mighty work before you. Let one simultaneous on­ 
set Le made upcn the territory of sin, renewing the attack day by 
day, and press on with unfaltering rauks until the bread of life, th c 
Bible fr1ithf1111v transiatcd; is cnrried to the millions of earth, and 
tile ble-sed Go~pL'l b ex teu.lcd through t he borders of our own land, 
and to the uttermost linnts of the habitable globe. 

Behold these two gigantic enterprises of the church! The 
Bible and the M issioua rv Cause! Going forth in their peerless 
majesty, linked hand in band, to regenerate and exalt to God a 
ruined. nice, now in their struggle at the threshold of infidelity'. 
'I'h ey turn to you for sympathy and help. Shall they look in vai n 
and be di-appointed .' Let the u ni versa l response be, No-no. Cun 
you say in the magna ni nnty your souls, God being our helper, we 
are able for the task of doing our share of spreading the Gospel to the 
ends of the world! If so, shrink not clear brethren, beneath tbis 
stupendous atlas. God is your strength, therefore, w~h a faith and 
heroism that knows no surrender, nerve your miud for the giant 
effort. Aud. let the niugn i ncent glory that shall crown yourvlctorv, 
gi\·e immortal strength to your broad shoul.ders to sustain the migh­ 
ty loud. 

Already the sound of vicotrv is coming in loud swelling not - 
over the din of the battle field. The shouts of your brethren in foreign 
lauds are heard rolling across the mighty waters. Wi ll you then, 
not help to push on the triumphs until our united hosts shall be seen 
conii ng up from the wilderness, sbini1Jg as tbe m0ruing, "fair RS tlil! 
111.onn, cl1ear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners'!'' 
Then r.he redeemed millions of justifie<.l spirit,: aud angelic armies 
\\·ill rejoice to lie hold those triun1pbs in a glorious eternity; tllen 
the throng of the redeemed and shining legions of a11gels will join 
the shouting3 of uni,·ersal triun1ph,-saying, blessing and honor, 
::11(1 power and glory, unto Him that sittetb upon the throne, and 
unto the la.mu forever and ever. Amen! JOSEPH SUTTLE. 

October 29th, 1855. 
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