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Minist~In 
Special Se~ies 

' 11 Two local. ministers, J. A. Bracey 
. of the Fim: BaI1tist.. Church and If. 
; RobertW. Morgan of Gibson Me­ ':" 
l moria! Methodist, are taking the 1 
, series of courses being held each 
~ Mond~ from October 4th through I ( 
! November 8th under sponsorship ,t 

of tthe Methodist Church and the < 

Duke .Endowment. -

sI Lecturer for the series, set for 

r Englewood Methodist Church in 

I Rocky Mount, is Dr. .Thor Hall, 


assistant professor of preaching 

." and theology alt Duke Divinity t l> 

.t School. A native of Norway, Dr. 


Hall has received degress from 
 ( 
Oslo University, Scandinavian (. 
Methodist Seminary and Duke Uni- . 
versitu. Prior to coming to his ( 
pres'ent poot, he was assistant to ~ 
,the minister of First Presbyterian I. 
Church in Durham. " 
. Attending 'the Monday classes 2' 

~- I will be ministers of the various de-
s nominations in this genera! area. 

- -- ...,.. .. 



And here are these comments 
abou t blood-giving: 

Jack Bra ey. the local B aptist 
p reacher, said h e's already gotten 
his ga llon p in nd wants to get 
his second , which. shows how easy 
it is to give blood . 

" And he said, too, that he'd been 
given blood and he knows "how 
~ood that is ," w hich makes it all 
the more important that he donate 
as oft en as he CM. 

Another preacher, Reuel West­
br ook of P eachtree, says he has a 
r a re y pe 0 his name is kept on 
f ile as va rious hospitals wh re h e 
i s avai la ble on call. He's all work ­
ed-up on our meeting our goal 
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Bracey 'Suhluits Resignation 
. .' ). I ... . \ . 

~~:'~~~~~'~~J~~:Lster. 

ks served the First Baptist The congregation of the new 
Church in Spring Hope for the church fellowship has its 01vn 
last six years, leaves at the two-:oiory building in which it 
endl of this month for new du- hold its service.>. This is the 
ties in Winston-Salem. first phase cf a bluldinc pro-

The minis,ter infonned his gram planned for t.he congrc­
congregation Sund'ay that he galion, the local mnn says. 
was 'answering . a call from TIle Bracey f;jmily came 
Emmanuel Clwpel, a mission here from Double< SprirJO"s near 
of the First B2plist Church Shelby, which followed oa pas-
in that city. tor3te in Maxton. 

Emmanuel Chapel presents The Rev. Mr. Bracey, who 
"a challenge," states the Rev. served in the European Thea­
Mr. BralCcy. It ' is in the Old- tre of Operations during 
town section, about 10 miles War II, received hls education 
~orth of Winston, Salem, and from Wake Forest College and 
IS the only church serving an Southern Seminary in Louis­
area which includ.es three ville, Kv. 
hous,ing development.<;. He and his wife, the f()nner 

Due to its mission status, WiUlelmina Wallace of Rocky 
Emmanuel Chapel's new Mount, are tho parents of 
preacher will rerriain on the three sons and two daughters, 
s.taff of First Baptist in Wins- all of whom are students at 
ton-Salem until the church is Spring Hope Schooo!. 
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Church Notes 


Immanuel Chapel 

By VIRTIE STROUI' 

Slaff Rtliqlon ROl)<lrf@r 

,. I mmanuel Chapel Baptist Church in Old Town has a 
n ew pastor, He is the Rev.-Jack Br acey, who will move 
here Feb, 1 to begin his work on Fe . 4. 

Bracey, who has served as pastor of Spring Hope 
Baptist Church in Eastern i orth Carolina . for six years. 

ill succeed the Rev. Roger Bolton, He resigned in 
August to tak a year of 
clinical internship a t the 
Georgia Mental Health 
Ins'titute at Atlanta, Ga. 

Bolton was Immanuel's 
first fulltim e pastor. He 
se.rved there for more than 
three years. The congrega­
tion was organized in 1961 
under the leadership of the 
Rev. Ronald Rice, missions 
pastor of First Baptist 
Church of West Fifth 
Street. Immanuel is spon­
sored by First Baptist. 

A fter his c lin i c a I 
training, Bolton plans to 
counseI college students. 

Bracey, 42 , is a native 
of Dillon County, S. C., but 
grew up in Wintel' Garden, 
Fin. He served in the infan­
try in World War II. He is a 
graduate of Wake Forest 

REV. JACK BRA EY University. A.B. . and 
.. Wake Fore Sout her n Baptistrad .. 

, 

st g
Theological Seminary at 
Louisville, K y., B. D . 

.After graduation he was pastor of First Baptist 
hU rch at Maxton for three and . a half years. From there 

h e went to Double Springs Baptist Church on Shelby. Rt. 
4. where he was the pastor for six years. He then' took his 
present work. 

He is mar 'jed t.o the Cormer Wj lhelmina Wallace at 
Rocky Mount. They have fiv e child ren : Alice, 14 ; John, 
12; Bill, 11; David. 9, and Mary. 7. The Braceys were ia 
t.own yesterday seeking a place to live. 

Brace)' , who says he likes to raise roses , play golf and 
tennis and likes sports, had been trying for a week to 
come here to see about housing. He lives in the section 01 
the s tate which has been ice-bound. 

He is the Tar River Baptist Association's represen­
tative on the General Board of the Baptist State Conven­
tion. He has served as a trustee of Gardner Webb College. 

BCI}Jtisl Wives Will Meet 
The Pilot Mountain Baptist Minis te rs' Wives will 

meet at 10 a.m. Thursday ~ home of the president, 
Mrs. ' George Shore, 4566 Ogbur n Avenue. 

A cosmetic demonstration will be given and some of 
the': l11embers will act as models. All wives of Baptist 
mini sters in the Pilot Mountain Baptist Association are in­
vited to the metin . 

Win S lO Il -Sa l~ Jou r nul 
Winston - Sil1sm Sent's s ! 
Norfolk : ll . PilO L 
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13 (--Weldon Baptist Church Noles 

Old rfowl) Names Pasto(,:r.li-),<0 
~ ..1)'

. 	 , ~ Pastor 
WELDON-Rev. John A. gradua te of Wake Forest 

Bracey from Emanuel Chapel Un iversity . a nd Southern 
at Pfafftown, a mission church ._ -Baptist Seminary of Louisville, Resiglls of the First Baptist Church of Ky. 
Winston-Salem, has answered a 

By VIRTIE STROUP call to pastor at Weldon Baptist 
Bracey is Scheduled to fill 	 Staff Religion ReporterChurch here. 

the puJpit here for the first time The Rev: .Jack Bracey.A native of South Carolina, on March 3. His family will join 	 pastor of Immanuel ChapelBraceyand his wife, Wllhemina 
him here after the close of the r 'Baptist Church in .Old Town

have five children. "V is a school year. , 	 for six years, has resigned 
eUe~tive Feb. 24. 

He will hecome pastor of 
DAILY TABS R-z Weldon Baptist Church in 
ROao Oke Rapjds Herald - Weldon on iUarch 1. 
Ro cky M ount Telegram 
SaliSbury Post ' Bracey came to Immanuel 
SAnford Herald from Spring Hope where he 
S h elby Star had served as pastor for six 
S t a teSVi ll e Reco rd & Lalldrnark - years. A native of Di!1~nTarboro SOut h erner 
Tho-masvHle Times County. S.C .. he grew up In 
TrYon BUll etin Winter Garden, Fl.. He IS 
W sh inuron Daily News a graduate oC Wake Forest
Wi lm;ngtllrl N e ws University and Sou.thernWilmington S tar 
Wilm ington S t a r -News Baptist The 0 1.0 g I C a I 
Wil son Dailv Tinles S e min a I' y. ·Hls other 
W insrOn-Salp.m Journal .J previous pastorates have 
Wins to n -S;J lprn Sentinel V7 been in l\!al\ton and Shelby. Winston -Sa le m. 

J ou rn a l-Senti nel He and his wife, the for­
mer Wilhelmina Wallace. of JAN 2 5 1914 (/J 	 Rocky Mount. have fIve 
children. 

I Bracey h~s been active 
her e in the F~rs.yth
Clergymen's AssoclatIOlI, 

. serving as its treasurer; has 
been a · member of the 
Christian Life CommIttee .0C 
the Pilot Mount!lin B~pllst 
Association and IS preSIdent 
of the pastors' group of the 
North west l\linistry. ., 



WELDON-Rev. . John . A. 
Bracey I will .be installed as 
pastor of The Weldon Baptist '. - Chllfch in a Connal service 

. Sunday at 11 a.m., 
Dr. John W. Carlton, who has 

served the' church as interim 
minister for . the past seven 
months, will preside. . : 

Others participating in the 

he 

as as pastor 
. . r ...... I ", .... ~ mmanual Chapel, a mission of 

~:;~~_Q M ~P1ft:~ ~:rald Firllt Baptist Church Ofs . y OuntTe~ 
all,bury Post iDston-Salem. 

Sanford Herald 
Shelby Star 
Statesville Record & L 
T clf'"boro SOUtherner afldrnark 
Thomasville Times 
TrYon Bulletin 
W~shjngton Daily New 
W~lmington N e w s S 

W~lmington Star 
~,IJmjngton Star.News 

!'son Daily Times 
W inston-Salem Journal 
~!nston.Sa'e,." Sentinel 

H'Hon-Salem_ 

Journaf-Sentinel 


"l "")..-­
dJ 1 

service of installation will . be 
John A. James, chalnDan of the 
Diacpnate, MarVin L. Lassiter, 
chainnan of the Pulpit Com­
mittee, . and Mrs. H. R. , 
.Hargrove Jr., president of 
Baptist Women. 

Bracey comes to the 109 year 
old church from Pfafftown 
where'Cor the past six years he 

served of the 

lhome at the Baptist Parsonage 
at 608 Sycamore Street. 

l • ._. 

A native of South Carolina, 
Bracey is a graduate ;1~iIr 
Forest U.lty and 
Baptl8l4lry, He has also 
studied at Emory Unive1"8ity, 
University of Georgia, 
Meredith College and the 
Virginia Theological Seminary. 
He has served as pastor of the 

. First Baptist Church of Manon, 
the . Double Springs Baptist 
Church of Shelby and the I"irst 
Baptist Church of Spring Hope. , 

Mrs; Bracey is the , fonner 
Willielplina Wallace of Rocky 
Mount. The Braceys have five 
children, Alice, a ' student at 
Wake Forest Unlve1"8lty, John, 
Bill, David and Mary. Mrs. 
Bracey .' and the younger 
children will move to Weldon at' 
the end of the school year, In 
the meantlme Bracey will be at 
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Ministers 
The Roanoke Rapids/Weldon Ministerial ., 
Fellowship recently elected new officers 
for 1984. Shown from left to right are Rev. 
Jack Bracey of WeldonJ!aptist_9hurch, 
secreGiryltreasurer;- ev. Chuck ook of 
Weldon United MethOdist Church, 
president; and Rev. Adds Bhuya of White 
Hill Baptist Church in Weldon , vi epresident. 

(Photo by Pa t Eager) 
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ing 'the Battle of the Bulge. 
The injury earned Bracey a Purple Heart 

anct . soured his views on military 
Intervention... " . ­

"I don't call myself a total pacific1st but 1 
am very close," saJd Bracey who spent siX 
months in the hospital recuperating from 
~ injuries. "I think we can do many 
things through negotiation w ithout 
fighting." 

After the war, Bracey enrolled at Wake 
Forest where he earned a bachelor's 
degree in EngUsh, received a 'call to the 
m{n1stry and met his wife. I 

MShe has been ~ big part ofthe team and 
is very creative," Bracey said ofhis bride of 
40 years. ·She Is not one who sits back." 

The -couple are the pa.rents of five 
children. ' 

\ Following his graduation from South­
.em Seminary In LouIsville, Ky., Bracey 
served for 3~ years as pastor of a church 

, in \Maxton. . 
"People in the early days were extremely 

tolerent and good abo~t putting up with 
,me," Bracey chuckled recalllng his begin­
nings as a preacher. 

Bracey also served six years each at 
churches in Double Springs, SprIng Hope 
and Pfamown before moving to Weldon In . 
1974. 

The minister said a hlghUght of hIs 
career occurred in 1984, when he was 
selected to travel to the SOviet UnIon as 
part of a Baptist peace fellowshIp. 

Bracey said the trip confirmed and dIs­
pelled some beliefs he had about the com­
munist country. ' 

"It's not all evil," he said. "A number {of 
RussIans} are quite devoted. There are 

i 

some parts of their culture that·can be 
admired and envied." - ' 

I(eflectlng on his tenure at Weldon Bap­
tist, Bracey is especi~ proud of tMe 
church's participation in the annual area 
C · IropWalk to battle hunger.. \ 

}:je is also pleased with the success of Its 
dial-ra-prayer service which 'has provided 
more than 4,000 daJlydevot1om~lsviq. tele­
phone since 1977. , 

J 

However, in spite Of Its P4JPularity the 
future of the servIce 'remains ugclear: 

The last message Is scheduled to end 
today and Bracey said It w1ll ,be up to the 
church's Interim minister Rev. Ernest 
Glass, whether or not It wUl continue. 
Glass will begin his duties next week. 

Bracey also considers It a 'blessing to 
have' served as a member of many civic 
organizations includIng, th~ Roanoke 
Canal Commission, the Weldon Memorial 
Library Board and Weldon Town Board of 
CommissIoners. 

"It was an eye openIng experIence," Bra­
cey ,said recalling hIs year as 'a town com­
missioner. "U made me aware of some of 
the problems that exist and how to solve 
them." 

Bracey Is also aware of some of the prob­
lems that exist within org~ed religIon. 

He saJd most are caused by bitter power 
struggles between religIous fundamental­
Ist and moderates over "smoke screen" 
issues. 

':Ugllness is rampant... Bracey saJd. "U's 
contraIY to the Christian faith." , 

However, the difficulties haven't shaken 
Bracey's faith. ' ; ­

"IfI had to do it all over again I would be-- , 
a m1n1ster," he BaJd. "That's my calling." 

\ 



Bracey J . A. 

RCCF Maxton First Baptist Church ROBESON 

First Baptist Church 1891-1966. Photograph 
of J. A. Bracey. 
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LABORERS TOGETHER: A HISTORY OF FIRST BAPTIST CIIURCH, SPRING HOPE, NC, 
1889-1989 

By: Lena Waller Morgan 

286.l75647/M82 

Page: 

to the Pulpit Committee to contact. 
to wait until October, 195 I, to 
time to rework the dissertation. 

Hope, Rev. Blackmore was 
for which he had been striving. A 

Spring Hope Church. Dr. Cullom 
old. Dr. Blackmore remained 

. For two years, in order to stay near 
pastor of Johnson Baptist Church 

. ''lIUiI.''·,". His sister and mother were 
could be a help to them. 

of Public Relations at South­
at Wake Forest where he served 

the Director of Publications and 
1969-1980. Blackmore was an 

He hungered for knowledge. He 
in 1975, and did a Study Tour 
became Associate Director of 

vinity Studies from 1980-1984. He 
pastor, and guest speaker in m.any 
in Germany in 1984. 

following honors: he was named 
rn at Calvary Baptist Church, 

President of the Wilmington, N.C. 
195 I. As Dr. Blackmore he was 

. ation in 1960-61, was Secretary 
"r,'lrfl,Or from 1959-1962, Chainnan 

Convention of North Carolina, 
Church from 1965-1967 and 

th and Southwest since 1973. 
first manuscript was The Cullom 

IUUll.>U<OU in 1963. Since 1963 he has 
the Bible and Biblica'l history. In 
ofShorl Stories and Essays. In 

in 1978 another novel entitled A 

in Wake Forest at 209 S. Wingate 
in 1955 in Spring Hope, is a 

surrounding area. John, born in 
y farm in Pender County. 

kmore. 

... 

John A. Bracey, 1962-1967 

John A. Bracey, Junior (Jack) was born March 9,1925, in Little Rock, 
South Carolina. He attended public school in Winter Garden, Florida. At 
the age of 18 he entered the U.S. Army and served in the Infantry from 
1943-1945, and saw overseas duty in Germany during World War II. After 
his tour of duty in the Army, he enrolled in Wake Forest College where he 
graduated with a B.A. Degree in 1949. The following year he married Miss 
Wilhelmina Wallace of Rocky Mount, North Carolina. Rev. Bracey then 
attended Southern Baptist Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. There he 
graduated in 1952 with a B.D. Degree. The Braceys were the parents of five 
children: Alice, John, Bill, David and Mary Bracey. 

Rev. Bracey served the First Baptist Church of Goldsboro in the 
summer of 1950. When he finished the work at the Seminary he served First 
Baptist at Maxton, N.C., 1952-1955; Double Springs Baptist, Shelby, 1955­
1961 , after which he came to First Baptist at Spring Hope and pastored 
1962-1968. Upon leaving Spring Hope the Braceys moved to a community 
near Winston-Salem. Rev. Bracey was pastor there at Immanuel Baptist 
Church (now Pfafftown Baptist) 1968-1974. In 1974 he accepted the pulpit 
at Weldon Baptist Church in Weldon and is the present minister there. 

Information supplied by Rev. Jack Bracey. 

John Reinhardt Link, 1968-}973 

John Reinhardt Link was born in Lincoln County, North Carolina, to 
John Robert Link and his wife, Lecky-La wing Link in 1907. He was one of 
eight children, having five brothers and two sisters. As a child he attended 
Reeves two-room school on the side of Little Mountain. This was a grammar 
school. He was graduated from Maiden High School at Maiden, N.C. 
Following graduation he attended Duke University for one year, then 
transferred to Wake Forest College. He graduated from Wake Forest 
College in 1931 with a B.A. Degree, cum laude, majoring in English and 
Greek. In 1935 he received the B.D. Degree at Crozer Theological 
Seminary, Chester, Pennsylvania. Rev. Link studied post graduate courses at 
Southeastern Theological Seminary in 1966-1967. 

After receiving the B.D. from Crozer in 1935, Rev. Link married Miss 
Clarice Elizabeth Pritchard of Elizabeth City, N.C. in 1937. They have two 
children: Jane Elizabeth Link Fleming, born in 1941 , and John Pritchard 
Link, born in 1944. They are the proud grandparents of six grandchildren. 

The pastorates held by Rev. Link were all in North Carolina. He served 
in Camden County, Cashie Baptist of Windsor, Apex Baptist, Mars Hill 
College, Mount Gilead Baptist and Warrenton Baptist. He came to Spring 
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