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OSCAR BURNETT: "l think you learn that even when you are educated as a
lawyer, because you never know who's going to walk into the front door."
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By VIRTIE STROUP

Sentinel Religion Reporter
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The Ecumenical Institute has a new direc-
| tor, its fifth. He is the Rev. Oscar C. Burnett,
.4 0.S.B., of Belmont Abbey College.

The institute, initiated by Wake Forest Uni-
versity in 1968, became a joint effort of the
Baptist university and Belmont Abbey, a Cath-
olic college, in 1974.

Burnett, who has been a Benedictine since
1961, succeeds a fellow Benedictine, the Rev.
Dr. Jerome Dollard, director since September
1980.

Dollard has become spiritual director of the
. Hazelden Foundation in Center City, Minn.

| The foundation operates an alecohol and chemi-
i cal dependency program which is considered

one of the best hospital and training programs
in the country. .

The foundation has co-sponsored with the
institute a number of seminars dealing with a
pastorai response to alcohol and drug depend-

ency.

In the early years after its founding in 1968,
the institute broke religious barriers by hold-
,ing gatherings of Southern Baptists and Ro-
man Catholics, and Southern Baptists and
Jews.
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Since then it has become almost a common- .
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place event for mainline denominations to get
together for religious thought and study.

The Ecumenical Institute’s first director
was the late Brooks Hays, former Arkansas
congressman, former president of the South-
ern Baptist Convention, special aide to Presi-
dents Kennedy and Johnson and a professor of
politics at Rutgers University and the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts.

Dr. J. William Angell, professor of religion
at Wake Forest, followed Hays as acting direc-
tor. He was succeeded by the Rev. Claude U.
Broach of Charlotte, retired Baptist minister.
Broach was followed by Dollard.

Burnett will maintain his home base at Bel-
mont, but will visit the Wake Forest campus;
however, he will not teach courses at both
institutions as did his predecessor. \

Burnett will continue as director of campus
ministry at Belmont Abbey College until June
1, a post he hasheld for 15 yea

A native of Savannah, Ga., Burrlett, 57, has
been a lifelong Catholic, but thes priesthood
was not his first vocation. After military ser-
vice with the Air Force, he attended Arm-
strong College in Savannah and graduat-

See Director, Page 1
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— “I was still wor

explained: “it's all bringirg
- people together in reconcilii-
tion.” ;
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