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OSCAR BURNETT: "/ thinle you leorn thot even when you ore educoted os 0 

lowyer, becouse you nf1ver lenow who's going to wolle into the front door. " 

Ecumenical Institute Head 

,~ Is Both a L aywer and Monk 

-R. By VIRTIE STROUP 

senllnel ••"glon ••",,~r 

The Ecumenical Institute has a new direc- place event for mainline denominations to get 
I tor, its fifth. He is the Rev. Oscar C. Burnett, together for religious thought and study. 

. 0.5.B., of Belmont Abbey College. The Ecumenical Institute's first director 
/~ The institute, initiated by Wake Forest Uni- was the late Brooks Hays, former Arkansas 
f!!:! verslty in 1968, became a joint effort of the congressman, former president of the South­
jt Baptist university and Belmont Abbey, a Cath- ern Baptist Convention, special aide to Presi­

oUc college, in 1974. dents Kennedy and Johnson and a professor of 
Burnett, who bas been a Benedictine since politics at Rutgers University and the Univer­

1961. succeeds a fellow Benedictine, the Rev. sity of Massachusetts. 
Dr. Jerome Dollard, director since September Dr. J. William Angell, professor of religion 
1980. at Wake Forest, followed Hays as acting direc-

Dollard has become spiritual director of the tor. He was succeeded by the Rev. Claude U. 
Hazelden Foundation in Center City, Minn. Broach of Charlotte, retired BaptiS\ minister. 
The foundation operates an alcohol and chemi- Broach was followed by Dollard. 
cal dependency program which is considered Burnett will maintain his home base at Bel­
one of the best hospital and training programs mont, but will visit the Wake Forest campus; 
in the country. however, he will not teach courses at both 

The foundation has co-sponsored with the institutions as did his predecessor. 
institute a number of seminars dealing with a Burnet~ will continue as director of campus 
pastorai'reSponse to alcohol and drug depend- ministry at Belmpnt Abbey College until June 
ency. I, a post be .has ~eld for 15 years, 

In the early years after its founding in 1968, A native of Savannah, Ga., Burdett, 57. has 
the institute broke religious barriel1 by hold- been a lifelong Catholic, but thet priesthood,:» 

I ing gatherings of Southern Baptists and ROo was not his first vocation. After military ser­
man Catholics, and Southern Baptists and vice with the Air Force, he att~nded Arm-
Jews. strong College in Savannah and tJen graduat­

,., Since then it has become almost a common- See Director, Page It 

. 'S1I.ilO ~:es:!~s ~f s';;e~~:P1~ ;Attp1:0;:":ql4~:':::.L:~~fl 
Pres : 7· arguing over where he n uo u()S.Jad .IaqloUlr lrl 


le ~e J::II church w!f ~oing ... I tjk ·,od 01 w,q palfSlr q1laJno 

Q' U W, the b·.... r.~t of Christ to ·.Ialq8nlr[ IAi . 4
~1U' ."1I/D ~j.,.".:.r."!a\~~~.\ll together I )().I1.lno;) alfl J~lsaf~~[dxa 


iI~ . f______. '-a~~'r.~~ idea ,?f u- If aq.L ,:Uo 'leq P.llrq al~U: 

I ~~ll\ ~~,~ \0 to brm v- Ifl!Ai auo '
8U1lfoo[-poo8

I>ue ..3\\: -.\J"~ _,\\') a nd beone I aql wI' .
}'" r.\\y- ~o,...· 

~ ,,.. 
." ,'I>""

'a
,
""
\~ \0 r.I '" PIes uaql.llr'"\ ,., .,1. ." . ..,,~\\ a~ JO ad-oa oJ

'm' -a_ ..... ~rd\'~(\ l-a'''' 'ro Iq S Wf P,A e uo 
;a 'D\ o~\\') r ' ;,.a \0 \3.\\\0 \ . mUap! Ol palfSV

~'iflJt \\':>~ ~,~"(l'y--rI.>~ "~ 'S 

at \0 ... " \0 lO\ ~o ;~~l'lr ~.\. "n"~'U to '.I all 'qoa· [prO;)
a 

'1
"'i\)'d:,-a\\\\\?\ tb .~.. -a~ -a'('/. a~'qbelp .. PIes I.. 

I -~'('/. -a\\' \l\o\ l\: ~~ ,~mi- . 'aSa 
, ~ . . ,,-a,\~ r.~~,o(\ ~ ~ . - W!q palfoo[ ua~.Ilr::> 

- .,~ ~ \)""~ y-' -a'be- !lr[dwo;) nag If 'ssaU IAi 
, ''ifIJ~tiA~)9l ' l-a\\':>~~'J'l1!lal lP.lral ol Uon;)afqo,~' 

\0 1\"\\':> ' r.~t>\ ~e uaqlJIrJ PUlr') 0' ","'\ at·\. ~,~,\\t: lns Ifllax 'UlrWpal.y J 
o~.. Alo ·~ ·.1:\l0.1\ C;,. JA[ aql .Iaqwawa.l t 

o.-a\\o':> :'\~~~.'~~!~ ·~r.~aV .~~.~nq 'PIes aq ,,'qoa [ 
as> ~'P'" J.1t>-~o'l ~~ ..~ ' q~ -" ........ . 

, 
a~a'"\ ',b.~V~~ 0 <;»oV'" .1\ q,)'" 
.,~ a\-a':> ~ -a~" .~ 
.~l~ itJPl') 
~~'I/, 



Coatiaued from Pille 17 
ed from the Lamar Scbool of 
Law at Emory University in 
1951. He was in the general 
practice of law in Savaunah 
untillt57. 

Burnett said in an inter-, • 
view yesterday that he had I 
known tbe Belmont Abbey 
Benedictines since his teen 
years when he attended their 
high scbool in Savannah. One 
of them told him there were 
many ways witbin the Catho­
lic Cburch to serve God. 

Burnett fmally elected to 
enter the order and become a 
monk, probably to the aston­
ishment of many, including 
his mother, he said, laughing. 

He entered Belmont Abbey
as a postulant in 1957, five 
months later he was a novice. 
In 1958, be took his temporary 
vows and in 1962 be gaduated 
from the abbey's seminary. 
He took his vows as a Bene­
dictine in 1961 and was or­
dained a priest in 1962. 

Oeo of StudeDts 

Initially, be was dean of 
students at the college, while 
also teacbing business law, 
later be was appointed teach­
er and assistant pastor at the 
order's other bigh school in 
Richmond, Va., where he 
served on two occasions. 

Back at the college, he was 
chaplain and assistant profes­
sor of business law and consti­
tutional law. In 1970. he was 
appointed procurator and 
novice teacher at the 

~_ 

He became fuU-time d ir'@('i:or­
of campus ministry in 1973. 

Becoming a monk, he said. 
was not a way to escape lif. 
- '1 was still working witr 
human beings and problems 
and in all humau relation I"'~~.!"~_,..__ 
ships, there are problems." 

Actually. he said, botb as I 
lawyer and a monk, he bas 
dealt with people's problerru. 
There is little difference iJ 
the law and the church, Ie 
explained: "it's all bringili 
people together in reconcilil­
tion," 



Life', a Journey 

He sees his life as a journty 
in an ecumenical envir~­
ment. That's why, he sat!, 
when he heard Dollard WIS 

taking up new work, he letlt 
be known he would be inte-­
ested in the directorship .f 
the Ecumenical Institute. 

"I always like a challengf' 
he said. "I think you learn Utt 
even when you are educatJd 
as a lawyer, because you n"­
er know who's going to w~ 
into the front door." 

While he considers himalf 
in the "listening" stage of I 
learning his new work. he aso , 
has some ideas about howbe ; 
might approach the work. p 

He does not see ecum~c- .,' 
ity as something new; ra r, d 
he said, it stretches bac to!'l 
the days of "Peter and Piul, a 
arguing over where he::> 
church was going ... I ~k I . 

the wbole spirit of Christ to 
bring the world together I e 
think the whole Idea of u- l;) 

menism is world, to brin v- M ~ 
erybody together and beone 11 

with Christ." 3 
'I His Hope I 

He hopes his contrib!to 
the institute will be lp I 
people look beyond d i-
national identificatiOll ­ ; 
much as people today we be- I 
ginning to look beyond ~acial ) 
identification. e 

"It's just that old clide t1Jat 
people say: 1f you knov one, 
you know them all: but it 'i 
means you don't knowany of ~ 
them. That's what if really ,) 
means. 

"But I think t~aif we 
r~e-a-I-I-y do know 0 anoth­
er we find Christ an e look 
at them and we see rselves. 
We don't see" all t colors 
and faiths. h 

He likened introd . g pe0­
ple to the concept ecume­
nism to a man enVjng the 
priesthood. It is a fetime of 
learning to live andlrork with 
others, people wholaave their 
own per'SO[lalitie!lI." 

He added, 

voice "I don't 


. 

grets:' for ha1t'inlitbeco,me 
monk. 

with 
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