
Buffalo Cove - 1851
2

Ca Idwe II CALDWELL.
1905 - Dism. from STONY FORK.
1906 - Admit. to CALDWELL .

•



Buffalo Cove - 1851 Ca Idwell CALDWELL.

1851 - Const. 21 June. Admit. to LEWIS FORK[E] as a
new church.

1854 - Dism. foom LEWIS FORK[E]. Char. member of
LOWER CREEK[E].

1860 - Dism. from LOWER CREEK[E]. Charter member of
STONY FORK.1867 - Admit. to THREE FORKS. Had been "left alone"
by LOWER CREEK[E].

1881 - Not in THREE FORKS.
1885 - Listed in STONY FORK •

•



BUFFALO COVE - 1851 Ca Idwell Cp

1850 -

1851 _ Admit. to LEWIS FORK[E] as a new church. B. Bradley, p.

1852 -

1853 -

1854 - Dism. fro, LEWSI FORK[E] Charter member of ~OWER CREEK[E]
1855 _

1856

1857 -

1858 -

1859 - LOWER CREEK[E] met with.
1860 - Dism. fro~ LOWER CREEK[E]. Charter member of STONY FORK.
1861 - [Asso , to have met with.
1862 _

1863 _

1864 _

1865_-

1866 _

1867 _ ADm it. to THEmH FORKS. Had been "Ieft a Ione" by LOWER CREEK[E].
v1868 _

v1871 -

vi872 _

V1873'-

t....-t874 -



Bua9ALO COVE - 1851 C a Idwe II Co.

~1875 - Member of TH~EE FORKS.
c../1876-

vl878 -

(./1879 - Listed Bul6falo. T.M. Hawkins, L. Pips.

~1880 - Bul6falo Cove. John McLeod, J.T. Eller, L.Pipes. 58 members-
881 - Not in THREE FORKS.

1884 -
1/1885 - Listed in STONY FORK.

1882 -
1883 -

Vl886 -

1887 - [No m inutesJ

(.../'"1888 -
1889 - [No m inutesJ

V 1891 -

1892 -
V1893 -
V 1894 -
v 1895 _ I.C. Mi Iler, pastor.

(/'1896 -
V 1897 -
V 1898 -
~1899 - I.C. Miller, pastor.



BUFALO COVE - 1851

1900 _

1901 -

1902 -
~903 - Listed in STONY FORK

l/I'904_ I.C. Mi Iler, p •

0905 _ D I sm. f rom STONY FORI( to jo inCa I dwe I I

0906 _ Admit to CALDWELL. I.C. Mi Iler, p.

1907 -

1908 -

1909 -

1910 -

1911 -

1912 -

1913 -

1914 -

1915 -

1921 -
~

I~

I
I

1916 -

1917 -

1918 -

1919 -

1920 -

1922 -

1923 -

1924 -



The Hartland Five and The
Unity Trio will be the featured
singers at the Buffalo Cove Bap-
tist Church's 140thbirthday cele-
bration, Saturday, March 16at 7
p.m. L..fM.O\r- ~11i-p;c....,-,-,



CLIPPING SERVICE
1115 HILLSBORO

RALEIGH, NC 27603
TEL, (919) 833·2079

CALDWELL NEWS
_ HUDSON, N. C.

JAN 22 ~7

J l' 9 Rev. EDDIE A. GOBLE I
) I ~ LENOIR - The funeral for the

f}.. 9/ Rev. Eddie Albert Goble I, 36, of
the Buffalo Cove community, Rt, 5,
Lenoir, will be conducted at IIa.m,
Thursday at Buffalo Cove Baptist
Church by the Revs. Tom Small,
Clarence Widener and J .R. Robbins.
Burial will be in the church

cemetery.
Goble died Monday at Caldwell

County Hospice.
He was born Sept. 9, 1960, in

Catawba County, a son of Everette
Goble and Charlene Hoyle Goble of
Lenoir.
He was a self-employed brick
mason, and a member and deacon at
~5ove BaptisLChurch.
Surviving are his parents; his

wife, Phyllis Watson Goble of the
home; a son, Eddie Albert Goble II
of Buffalo Cove; a daughter"Denise
Kay Goble of Buffalo Cove; three
brothers, Donnie Goble of Conover,
Bill Goble-of Lenoir and Tim Goble
of Hickory; and two sisters, Mary
Triplett and Cheryl Holman of
Lenoir.
The family will be at Pendry's

Lenoir Funeral Home from 7 to 9
p.m. today.
The body will be placed in the

church one hour prior to the service.
Memorials may be made to Buf-

falo Cove Baptist Church, Rt. 5, Box
424, Lenoir, N.C. 28645, or to
Caldwell County Hospice, 902
Kirkwood St., NW, Lenoir.
Pallbearers for the service will be

• Jason Coffey, Brian Coffey, Bill
Berry, David Townsend, Steven
Widener, Allen Watson, Clay Wat-

! son Jim Wheeler, Bill Call, Rick
~ Greene, Greg Hawkins and Tony
~ Hall.
~ Honorary pallbearers will be
.' Adair Hawkins, Grady. Watson

Riley Watson, Serguis Coffey, Doug
Watson, Larry Smith, Herb Miller
and Robert Beane.



Buffalo cove
Baptist Church
Homecoming will be observed

at Buffalo Cove Baptist Church
Sunday beginning at 10a.m. with
Sunday School and 11a.m. morn-
ing worship service. The mis-
sionary, Rev. Fisher will be the

speaker at the services
will be singing in the af:

It""""/,,,,"



7. Is the church by either name listed in Convention Annual in 1959 or 1960?

CHURCHES IN NORTH CAROLINA BEGUN PRIOR TO 1830

As named by Morgan Edwards, John Asplund, G. W. Paschal or others

2. Name lfchanged. Date ofchange ___

f
~ ~r.llr~~ ~I

3. Location. Name 0 County when Constituted ~___::.=__"r)(/'__'___~__=__ ___

4. Location. Na me of County at pre sent ti me _:_ _

6. Type of Church; General Baptist, ---- Particular, ___

Separate , Regular, ------ .uther, _

(See Notes Other Side)



e 1862 -

1863 -

1864 _

1865_-.

1866 -

lJ86f -
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~-
1870 -

¢1-
~2 -

r)873'-
~74 -
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1850 -

1851 -

1852 -

1853 - . .

1854 _ \LI)~~
1855 -

1856 -

1857.-.. _

1858 -

1859 -

1860 -,~ ~

1861 -
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1925 -
1926 -
1927 -
1928 -
1929 -
1930- -»>»>:
1931 -
1932 -
1933 -
1934 -
1935 -
1936 -
1937 -
1938 -
1939 -
1940 -
1941 -
1942 -
1943 -
1944 -
1945 -
1946 -
1947 -
1948 -
1949 -

"



J .•

1950 -
1951 -
1952 -

1953-
1954 -

1955 -
1956 - --.~:-_-

1957 -
1958 -
1959 -
1960 -
1961 -
1962 -
1963 -
1964 -
1965 -
1966 -
1967 -

1968 -
1969
1970
1971 -
1972 -

'1973 -
1974 -

"



Ca Idwell Co.BUFFALO COVE - 1851 ..
CALDWELL

•
"-

1850 -

1851 Liberty [E] reed. letter call ing for the ministerial aid to wit Elder E. Ti Iley ••
for to consituteng af [a] church in the buffalo cove which was gran~ed(June21, 1851)

1852 -

1853 -

1854 -

1855 -

1856 -

1857 -

1858 -

1859 -

1860 -

1861 -

1862 -

1863 -

1864 -

1865---

1866 -

1867 -

1868 -

1869 -

1870 -

1871 -

1872 -

1873)-

1874 -

\
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SET APART
BY

PRAYER

BUFFALO COVE
BAPTIST CHURCH

MAY 5,1991



FOUNDER/S DAY
1851 1991

Ra 1phS tat on •..•••••••••••••.••••..••.•••.•••••• Pas tor
Dar 1ene Townsend ••••.••••••••• •••••·••• .Mus Ic D Irec tor
Jos ie Watson .....••••••••••..• ••·•·•··••••••··• P Ian is t
Lena Bumgarner ••••.••••••.••••• ••••••·•••·••• .Organ Ist

Morn ng Worsh P Serv ce

Hymn: "Glory to His Name" .......... •• ......... No. 185

Welcome and Announcements

Morning Prayer
Special Recognitions
Presentation of Plaque
Church Trio: "Find Us Faithful"

Offer torY
Choral Message: ·Come, Holy Spirit"

Introductions

Rey. and Mrs. John R. GreeneOeep Gap, NC
Rev. Garland EarlyRutherwood Baptist ChurchBoone, NC

Special Music •••.••••.••••••.•••• Rev. and Mrs. Greene

Sermon ..••..•.•..••••••••••••••••••• Rev. Gar 1and Ear 1y

Hymn of Invitation: "Just As I Arn· ....... •• .... No. 162

Bened Ict Ion



DINNER

Dinner on the grounds will follow the service.
FLOWERS

The flowers today are given in memory of those who
were "set apart by prayer" and those who have Kept the
fai th through the years to maKe Buffalo Cove Bapt ist
Church what it is today by the ch i1dren of Mr. and
Mrs. J.C. Todd.

REVIVAL

Revival services will begin this morning and continue
each even ing through l.4ednesday at 7 :00 p.m. Pl an to
attend each and every service.

FOR ALL THE SAINTS

For all the saints who from their labors rest,
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy name, 0 Jesus, be forever blest.
Thou wast their RocK, their Fortress and their Might;
Thou Lord, their Captain, in th~ well-fought fight;
Thou, in the darKness drear, the iI" one true 1 igh t.
o may Thy soldiers, faithful, true and bold,
Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old,
And win with them the victor's crown of gold.

And when the strife is :ierce, the warfare long,
Steals on the ear the dIstant triumph song,
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.

From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast,
Thro' gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia! Alleluia!



GLORYTO HIS NAME

STANZA 1:
Down at the cross where my Sav-iour died,
Down where for cleansing from sin I cried,
There to my heart was the blood ap-plied:
Glo-ry to His name.

CHORUS:
Glo-ry to His name, ..Glo-ry to His name: ..
There to my heart was the blood ap-plted:
Glo-ry to His name.

STANZA2:
I am so won-drous-Iy saved from sin,
Je-sus so sweet-ly abides with-in,
There at the cross where He took me in;
Glo-ry to His name.

CHORUS:

STANZA3:
Oh, pre-cious foun-tain that saves from sin,
I am so glad I have entered in:
There Je-sus saves me and Keeps me clean;
Glo-ry to His name.

CHORUS:

STANZA4:
Come to this foun-tain so rich and sweet;
Cast thy poor soul at the Sav-iour's feet;
Plunge in to-day and be made com-plate;
Glo-ry to His name.

CHORUS:



JUST AS I AM

STANZA 1:
Just as I am, with-out one plea,
But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bidd'st me come to Thee,
o Lamb of God, I come! I come!

STANZA2:
Just as I am, and wait-ing not
To rid my soul of one darK blot,
To Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot,
o Lamb of God, I come! I come!

STANZA3:
Just as I am, though tossed a-bout
With many a con-flict, many a doubt,
Fightings and fears with-in, with-out,
o Lamb of God, I come! I come!

STANZA4:
Just as I am+-poor-, wretched, blind;
Sights, rich-es, heal-ing of the mind,
Yea, all I need to Thee to find,
o Lamb of God, I come! I come!

STANZA5:
Just as I am--Thou wilt re-ceive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve,
Be-cause Thy promise I be-lieve,
o Lamb of God, I come! I come!





ROCK SPRING BAPTIST CHURCH
Route 2,

Ferguson, NC 28624
Rev. Hunter Church .••..••.•••..•.. lnterim Pastor
John O. Hawkins .........•... Guest Music Director

Sunday, July 12, 1992
MORNING WORSHIP - 11:00 A.M.

Prelude •••••••••.•.•• Mrs. Dewey Hawkins, Pianist
*Hymn: ·"How Great Thou Art" No. 35

Welcome and Announcements
Morning Prayer

*Hymn: "Faith of Our Fathers" •.......•.. No. 143
Offertory Prayer

Offer tory
Choral Worship: "Because He Livesn ......•.. C~oir
Introduction of SpeaKer

Solo: HHoly Ground" ..•..•.••..... El izabeth Ford

Scripture Reading ...•.•.•.••.•.....• Joshua 4:1-7

Sermon: OF LINAGES AND LEGACIES ..•.••..•...•..•.
Rev. Curtis D. White

*Hymn: "I Have Decided to Follow Je sus " •.No. 191

*Benedi ct ion

ICongrpgation please stand.



CALENDER OF ACTIVITIES
Sunday School ...•..•...•••......•...•. 10.00 a.m.
Horning I,~orship•...••••.••...•••...•.• 11 :00 a.m.
Wednesday HidweeK Service •.•.•.•.•.•.•. 7:00 p.m.

*****
FLOWERS

The flowers today are given in memory of all
members of the Pipes family who were founders of
this church, who have been members of this
church at any time in its history, and in honor
of those who are still members her·e. The flowers
are from Rockhaven Gardens in Lenoir.

GUEST MINISTER
Rev. Curtis White, the guest speaKer, is

the pastor of West YadKin Baptist Church,
Hamptonville, NC. He is a sixth generation
descendant of Hiram Pipes though Hiram's son
Riley. His response to the invitation is as
fo 11ows: "1 fee 1 honored to be chosen to br ing
the message to those of our Pipes family linage.
As 1 have researched our history, 1 am very
proud to be a part of such a family heritage.
do look forward to meeting many family members 1
have never met and do not Know."

GUEST MUSICIANS
The guest musicians are also Pipes family
members, descendants of Hiram Pipes. John O.
HawKins, the guest music director, is a
sixth-generation descendant; Artie Hawkins, the
guest pianist, is married to a sixth-generation
descendant; and El izabe t h Ford, the guest
soloist, is a seventh-generation descendant--all
through Hiram's oldest son, Thomas. All three
have extensive experience in music.



CHURCH HISTORY
Rock Spring Baptist Church ~as organized at the Sanford Hendrix

store Hay 23, 1891, ~ith eight male and eight female Bembers. Larkin
Pip.s, I.C. Hiller, and Willim Lee presided. Pipes and Hiller ~er.
elected as the first co-pastors. The charter nenber s, ~hose names
are meBorialized on a plaque in the church vestibule, ~ere:

J.H. Pipes Hary Pipes
H.G. Pipes S.L. Pipes
Rufus Pipes Doc ia Pipes
J.L. Day Sarah Day
T .N. H~k ins Susanna Day
Oliver Ha~kins Hollie H~kins
Alfred Hendrix Julia A. H.ndrix
W.T. Pipes Sarah A. Pipes
The original building ~as located on the banks of Dugger Creek,

and ~as nallledfor the rock spring located on the farm of the late
Harlie Dula.

Alter Alfred Hendrix donated a snail tract of land, a larger
building ~as begun to get ~ay frOB the cre.k and to accomodat. nore
people. B.for. it ~as cOBplehd, the school building next door uas
for sale as darby and surrounding clmuniti.s consol idated with
Ferguson school. The partially built church ~as auctioned off, and
the meBbers noved the school building to a lot across the road fran
where the pres.nt building is located. The building ~as used until
the congregation noved into the current building in 1975.

Each of the charter m'Bbers is related to the Pip.s fanily J.L.
Oay, the husband of Sarah Day, is the son of Susanna Day, uho is
also a charter neBber. Susanna is a daughter of Hir sn Pipes. J.H.
Pipes, H.G. Pipes, and Rufus Pipes are brother-s and nephews of
Susanna Day. Each Ban's ~if. is listed opposite hi,.. T.M. Ha~kins's
wife is Hartha Pip.s, a first cousin to the thr.e Pipes llIen
llIentionedand Oliver and Hollie are their two oldest children. W.T.
Pipes is the son of Rev. Larkin Pip.s, who is a brother of Susanna
Day. S.A. Pip.s is W.T.'s wife and is thj. 'Hrs. Walt.rs' who was
the last surviving charter nellIberof this church. Julia Hendrix,
wife of Alfr.d H.ndrix, was born JUlia Pip.s, still anoth.r cousin
of the above Inntioned nen, and she is the granmother of BeaWhi tson.



THE bBRB



BUFFALO COVE BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Tom Smal I, Pastor

September 13, 1992

Morning Worship - 11 :00 a.m.

Prelude "tdor t hv of Worship"
Call to Worship: "Majesty Medley" Adult Choir

Invocation
*Hymn of Praise: "To God Be the Glory" No. 4

Welcome and Announcements
*Dedication of Hymnals

Pastor: ]n faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, ~ho has inspired nen to
offer in His praise their best in nusic and song ••.
People: We dedicate this hYBnal.
Pastor: In loving rtellory of John and Ida Pipes Hawkins and in
gratitude to God for His goodness sh~n to thert and through them
even to the present hour •..
People: We dedicate this hYBnal.
Pastor: Wi th a deep sense of grat itude for those who have gone
before us and laid such a sol id foundation, bel ieving that the
hand of God has led in the planning and cOBpil ing of this book •..
People: We dedicate this hYBnal.
Pastor: Acknowledging that Christian song changes with the passing
of t ine and seeking to keep this generation's expressions of
praise to God relevant to its own heritage ...
People: We dedicate this hYllnal.



Pastor: Being fully al,me that this book of paper and ink, with
its printed words and notes is of no value apart from the people
who use it, and that we cannot in a real sense dedicate this
physical object to God apart from our own individual lives ...
People: We dedicate this hymnal.

*Dedication Prayer

t1essage in Song ... "Amaz ing Grace, How S')Jeet the Sound"
Doris Bradshaw, Cathy Hawkins

Shannon Uinburg, Sherrie Winburg

.Offertory Hymn: "I Stand Amazed" ..•.•........ No. 547

*Offertory Prayer

Offertory Medley of Hymns of Praise

Missions Emphasis t1rs. I,jiolet Hawk i ns

Choral Meditation: "Lord, Here Am I" •..... Adult Choir

Sermon ...................•........... Rev. Ralph Staton

*Hymn of Invitation: "Wherever He Leads" No. 285

*Benediction

Postlude "Be Strong in the Lord"

ICongregation please stand.

All of the music used in today's worship service can be found in The Baptist
~.



OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE
Sundal' 10:00 a.m. Sundal' School

11 : 00 a.m. t'lorn i ng L~orsh i p

7:00 p.m. t1i dl,lIeek Service
7:45 p.m. Adult Choir

1".1E L C m"1E

I,~ednesdal'

I..~e are happv to I}Jelcome Re'.). Ralph Staton, a former
pastor, to our pulpit today for Homecoming 1992. I/Je
are also happy to have John Hawk i ns , a former choir'
director, leading our music today. In addition, we bid
I)Jelcome to all former members and friends I}Jho are
attending our homecoming service todal'.

DEDICATION

The hymnals being dedicated today are given in memory
of John LeRoy and Ida (Pipes) Hawkins, whose roots are
deep in the chur·ch. Buffalo Cov e Baptist Church I)Jas
organized on t1ay 8, 1851. Among the charter members of
the church IIJas Jul ia (BarlollJ) Pipes, grandmother of
Ida (Pipes) Hawkins (1877-1945). Ju l i a/ s husband,
ThomasP i pes, j 0 i ned the c hur ch 0nth e pro f es s ion 0 f
his faith on October 14, 1854. The parents of John
LeRoy Hawk i ns (1868-1958), John L. and Susan Adeline
(Turnmire) HawKins, joined by experience on August 3,
1863. John and Ida (Pipes) Hawk i ns 1,\,Iere both members.
of the church, and the>' are bur i ed in the church
cemetery.



Friends

CONTRIBUTORS TO
BUFFALO COVE BAPTIST CHURCH

HAWKINS MEMORIAL FUND
FOR

THE BAPTIST HYMNAL
IN MEMORY OF

JOHN AND IDA PIPES HAWKINS
Children

Mabel G. Hawkins
Fred and Violet Hawkins

Grandchildren
Mike and Doris Hawkins Bradshaw
Tommie J. and Nina HawKins Cavin

Cora Cottrell Chandler
Demmest and Betty Hawkins Gentry

Corbett and Elsie Greene
Bernard and Dorothy Hawkins

Charles and Lucy Hawkins
Edna Hawk i ns

John O. Hawk lns
Bi 11 and Peggy Hawkins
Ted and Mamie Hawkins
Ruby Cottrell Ledford

Dick and Reba Hawkins Whttington

John D. Bumgarner
David and Darlene Pipes Townsend







DEDICATION

To the memory of the fifteen charter members

who were
"set apart by prayer"

and to the many others through the years who ha~e

Kept the faith,

we dedicate this booK.





BUFFALO COVE BAPTIST CHURCH
LENOIR, NORTH CAROLINA

Est. 1851





The Reverand Ralph Sta.ton

Current Pas.tor-





THE HISTORY BEHIND THE HISTORY
On March 14, 1990, Buffalo Cove Baptist Church voted to have a year-long celebration

in anticipation of the 140th anniversary of the founding of the church on May:3, 1991.

Volunteers responded to the Rev. Ralph Staton's ca.ll for a Steering Committee.
Members responding were Cathy Barlowe, John Bumgarner, Greg Hawl<ins, Josie Watson,
Hazel Woodward, and Lena Bumga.rner, who was elected chairperson. The Rev. Staton
served as an ex -o+licio member of the committee.

The first committee meeting was held on April 1:3, 1990, and was very rewarding. Most
of the ideas and suggestions have now been implemented as well as some extra ones
which seemed appropriate for the occasion. These activities will be listed on another
page.

The church approved the suggestion to have the church history written, printed, and
made available to the membership and other interested people. John Hawl<ins, a former
member, volunteered to do the history using the church minutes as the major source.

You are holding in your hands the final results of this action. The church would Iike to
thank John for his efforts in helping the church to have a first-time ever printed
history.

Lena P. Bumgarner, Chairperson
Anniversary Steering Commi ttee

A WORD FROM THE COMPILER
History, particularly when it is localized, is an interesting subject. To compile the

history of a church is to have a front row seat to the moral climate of a community. It is
to see the vital part that faith in God played in the lives of stalwart people who took
their church membership seriously and dealt with those in their number who did not.

Many of the people who make up the present membership of Buffalo Cove Baptist
Church are descendants of one or more of the early members. The present day members
are carrying on the heritage of faith which has been passed on to them.

One never compiles a history alone. He is indebted to those who made the history,
those who recorded the history, and those who passed it on in family stories or by other
means. To all of those a tremendous debt is owed. In addition, a tremendous debt is
owed to the church membership for seeing the importance of having a printed history.
This history would be much less complete had it not been for Lena Bumgarner who
searched the records for items of interest, who offered suggestions, and who proofread
a.nd corrected many spelling and typing errors.

Most of all it is to those fifteen charter members whose faith in God caused them to
be "set apart by prayer" who deserve our gratitude. They set the exa.mple for today's
people to follow.

John HawKins, Compiler





HIGHLIGHTS OF BUFFALO COVE BAPTIST

CHURCH HISTORY

N.C. Caldwell County, May 8th 1851
The following members met in convention at the Buffalo Cove for to consider the
propriety of constituting a. church of the Baptist faith and order.

Male Members Females

loJ i 11 i am Cottl" ell Sr.
l,oJ ill i am Cott I"ell Jr.
EdlHard Day
Larkin Pipes
James CoUrell
David Campbell

Lucy Co t t r e 11
Susanna Cottrell
Sarah Day
El i zabeth Campbell
El izabeth Cottrell
Sarah Pipes
Rachel Pipes
Rebecca Pipes
Jul i a Pipes

1st. Appointed Elder Burton Bradley chairman and Lar-kin Pipes CIerI<.
2d. The convention thinl< that they if constituted can keep house as a church and hope
that it will be to the glory of God and comfort of his people.
3d. Resolved that also recommend to the Presbytery Brethren Edward Day and William
Cottrell to ordain to the office of Deacon.
4th. Appointed Br. Larkin Pipes to act as clerk.
5th. Proceeded to call Elder Burton Bradley as their pastor.
6th. Appointed to meet on the second Saturday in July next and agrees to send for a
presbytery to Zion Hill Church for Eld. S. Ferguson and to Uberty Church for Eld. E.
Tilly to examine us and if they may find us in the faith and capable of keeping house as a
church to constitute us as a Baptist church.
7th. Appointed Br. Willia.m Cottrell Sr. to bear the letter to Zion Hill Church and Br.
James Cottrell to Uberty Church.
8th. Appointed to meet at Br. William Cottrell's house Sr. on the Second Saturday in July
next.

Larkin Pipes, ClerK

State of North Carolina Caldwell County, July the 12, 1851
We the undersigned Presbytery being called upon by a converrtion at the Buffalo Cove to
attend at this place to constitute them as a church if said Presbytery shall consider
them orthodox. When the following members was recommended to us from Sister churches
as being in good standing, viz

Mal es Females

Wi I I i am Cottl" e I I Sr.
l..Jilliam Cottrell Jr.
Dav i d Campbe II
James Cottrell
Edward Day
LarKin Pipes

Lucy Cottrell
Susanna CoUre II
El izabeth Campbell
El izabeth Cottrell
Sarah Pipes
Rachel Pipes



2

Rebecca Pipes
Sarah Day s

o rinciple. . . h ra<teristIc P h. 01'
and we after examining them flnd them rn PossesSl0n of all the c a r-thodox churCer .,
f the Baptist We consider th'm capabl. of keeping house as an a art by pray f .d.

~h refore constitute them as a Baptist ChurCh of Christ and set them ap a deacon a
th: name of the BUffalo Cove Church and ordained Br. Edward Day::
chUrch by prayer and laying on of hands. The day and date above wr-i t t .

EdmUnd
Burton Tilley tery

Bradley Presby

call Elder Burton Bradley

The church after being constituted proceed.d to
pa.storal care of the church for one year.

Also the church appointed Br-, Larkin Pip.s the Clerk of this Church. 11Sr. . g.
Also the church adopt'd Rul.s of Decorum pr.S.nted by Br-, William Cottr'hurch mee

ho
Also the church appoints the 2d Saturday in each month for to hold her c 10

o ner5
in fUlure. commlshe th'
Also the church appointed Brethren Larkin Pip.s and James Cottrell Campbell OOeof
procure a cite of One acre of land from Brethren Edward Day and David the purpos th'
East side of the creek at the lOwer 'nd of Br-, Day's plantation for a cite for
building a house for this church Which land Said Brethren agrees to qrve asBuffa.lo Cove ChUrch.

larkin Pipes, C. Clk.

ORGANIZATION _

of.. minutes. the
The above two entrtes are verbat,m COPies of the first two recorded ship ttl hi'

BUffalo Cove Baptist Church. Tradition states that there Was a place of :~;eth.
t

iiI.
community prtor to the actual organ"atl0n of the church. It 15 concelv~. r s.tel r'
tradition has a baSis in reality as many chUrches often had "arms a e membend

o t °t

o

h d nd wher h a
gatherings rn remo e commUnt lOs were worship Was conducte. chure t.

r
could be received. However. these "arms" were responsible to the mother the char iJ1
their minutes Would be recorded in the minutes of the mother church. Since the

rtn9
th

•
members of BUffalo Cave came from Elk Creek and Vadkin churches. the l~l<in is
Buffalo Cove Could have been a satellite of .ither. Tradition says that amother of the BUffalo Cave Church.

LOCATION the

ear 1

E t
o t Ch 0 L ncir'. n 32Buffalo Cave ap rs Ureh rs located seventeen miles north of e . hW'y •

Wilkes and Watauga county lines. Traveling from Lenoir One would follow. HlgtelY th
re
"b t

o ht 01 t LJo h , oxrme hvl
a
,noMh far a au O1g m, es a mg Way 268. Proceed on Highway 268 appr t Hi9 v'

miles paSsing Patterson School and turn left on the BUffalo Cove Road (Sb eeo

us

COsh
1504). The church is located about seven miles from Highway 268 in a mountaln'de a l~,"

b
th

, h pro VI "1
surrounded y ,v.rgre.ns • year rOUndand by a Variety of trees WhlC 't,/, vi "0

t

' 'th ' d ' mmum 0-

201

gr •• n set lng ln • SP
rl
ng an a r'ch blaze of Color dUring autumn. The co 20

extends from Highway 26& to the Watauga County line. contains about 95 homes.reSidents. a gen.ral store. and three churches.
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DAUGHTER CHURCHES
There is an early reference to a group meeting in the "Hendr-ix settlement" which

ciples probably refers to the beginnings of the Rock Spring Church in Darby. In November of
h. vJe 1873 the church dismissed members who lived in Sampson to form a church in that
'er as community and the church remained in ex is+encs until 1952. In August 1:3:33Elder Lar-kin
,f sd. Pipes gave the arm of the church in the Hawkins settlement the right hand of fellowship

a.nd in February 1889, application was made for letters of dismission for twelve people
to go into the constitution of a new church at the Hawkins School House, which became
Green Rock Baptist Church. In April 1891, several members of the church were dismissed
to form the Rock Springs Baptist Church at Darby. Again a traditional story states that
a. lady from the Darby community asked the church to organize a group closer to her home

, the because of the difficulty she and her children had in attending the services in Buffalo
Cove.

Both Green Rock and Rock Spring churches are still in existence.

CHURCH DISCIPLINE
Church membership was taken seriously by early church bodies and the church often

required an accounting if a member was absent from too many meetings. There are
several mentions in the church minutes of people being asked to explain their continued
absences from church services.

In addition to non-attendance, members were often taken to task for other
un-Christian behavior. Drinking, lying, saying things against the church or a member of
the church, dancing, fornication, adultery, fighting, and joining churches "not of our faith
and order" were usually basis for censureship. If there was sufficient evidence of
wrongdoing, and the member failed to admit it and apologize for it, he was usually
removed from the membership. However, the church wa.s quick to forgive wayward
members when they acknowledged their transgressions. The church seldom acted in
haste; often the ca.ses were carried over for several months before action was taken.
There were times when the membership decided that the member had not erred and
dismissed the charges against him. Most business meetings began with a "call for
fellowship" which gave members a chance to inform the congregation of any problems
with fellow members. The first instance of discipline was recorded on April 14, 1855
when twe brethren were to be "cited to appear at the next meeting for using spirituous
liquor unnecessarily." The last instances of church discipline recorded are in the first
part of this century.

ASSOCIATIONAL INVOLVEMENT
Buffalo Cove Church attached herself to the Lewis Fork Association in August of 1851.

William Cottrell Sr., William Cottrell Jr. and Edward Day were the delegates. In July of
he 1860 there is a reference to the Lower Creek Association and in July of 1867, they joined
21 the Three Forks Association. In August of 1:::~:2, membership was transferred to the
~e Stony Fork Association where they remained until Odober 1, 1905, when they joined the
~y Caldwell Association where they are currently members.
Ie On July 26, 1896, a motion was made to instruct the delegates to advise the
in a.ssociation to name a sufficient amount to renumerate Bra. Miller as missionary and
:h tha.t they vouch for the church's proportiona.te part. They also asked to host the next
iO a.ssociational meeting; however in August of 1896, the church recinded the motion and

asked for a letter of dismission to join the Caldwell Association, which had been
organized in 1885. In September of 1896, the delegates reported that each member should



)'pen
o tal e·ther inClden 0 cent!ay ten cents for Brother Miller for missionary work and for a the ather fIVelet

tO
pf the chur-cn with five cents to be paid at the next meehng and egarding th~ nY I
~he time of the nsx t associationa! meeting. No report was g,ven; sted the S 0
dismission to join the Caldwell ASSociation and the church a el.g.
ASSOCiation in 189:l and joined the Caldwell ASSoCMhon In 1905. I ctivitie

s
• 0 .0'

Through the years the church has partiCipated in asso"ahona ~d designa~ s"
were elected to attend the sessions Yearly and the church wl~u the delegaJ'IY II
usually fifty cents or one dollar, for associational expens~. Usual Yeeting. In ~s 0

1give a report at the bUSiness meeting fallOwing the aS5o,c"t:ona otin the boun ,in'
the church instructed the delegates to vote ag01nst a h'gh scho to vote ag
aSsociation. In August of 1900 they instructed the delegates

ngs

0

consolidation of the Stony For-k and the Three Forks Asso"at,on. , tional meet. par
The chUrch still appoints messengers who now attend the assoc~~Ch becomes a

quarterly baSis. The clerk also prepares the yearly church letter w MiS"
the recorded history of the church. , ' in a World saP

In Novemeber 1969, the church participated with the a s soci at ion , f southern s. F
Con'er e nee. Th e church heard miss ionari e5 repre se nting all ph ase'~h a Mr. and M'
Mission work. The church hosted Mes. G.W. Bull.,d who stayed wi , cal

d

'

HaWkins. " , , , 'churches ,n strU<
During August 1990 thIrty BraZIlIans came to vi s it Bap ti s t and in con gU"

County. Working with the Brazilian Baptist ConVention in eva~gel1sm Twa of th;9

0

•

1has been a fiVe-year program of the Caldwell Baptist As soci ation. us t 26, 1d on
along with an interpreter, Visited Buffalo Cave Baptist Church an Aug nd serve spl

o th S d S h 0 1 Townse 0ye
n

0spoke dUrIng e un ay cool and worsh.p hours. Dar ene h has gl kS'"
Associational Planning Committee for their visit. Also the cbur~ t."o wee
offerings for Darlene Townsend to Work with an evangelistic team or eIl' '"
Paula, Erazil. , th Campb ak'"

Through the years, various directors of miSSions including Ehzab~ ve as sp.
Braswell, and Dale Fisher have partiCipated in services at Buffalo 0representatives of the a.Ssociation.

MISS IONS AND BENEVOLENCE I th'~

bLJ lJ~volences, ,ALJg rEar Iy recoed s of the chUrch do not record missions and bene sund
a
Y' 0/1'

reason to believe the church was inVolved in miSsionary outreach. On and th'
1897, the church voted to "get up a Subscription" to help a sick brother d 10":
amounted to $5.95. , d decide '3, J
On May 27, 1899, the church read a letter from Sister T.L. Blalack ~nand JulY' d

collection foe Brother BlalOCk th e ne xt day. On Septe mbe r 22, 190 reh "
letters were read from T.L. BlalOCk, miSSionary to China t'sl Ch

u
en' I

On Nov;mber 6, 1910, an Offering of $1.00 was sent t~ Whitnel B;PF~Ils eh~d iJ1,
October 20, 1912, a coll";'on amounting to $1.20 Was sent to Gramt Hering tio<"

In 1959, the church began giving to the Lottie Moon Christmas 0 t convenon. ,
1960's began supporting all miSSions causes of the Southern B"ph~ soc

iatl
sout',

Baptist State Convention of North CarOlina and the Cald well Eapti st sof the e reg <II
Th h h

, 0 rles h th OftI'"' e c urc sUPPorts the mission programs and the miSSlOn," throug eh" V
Bap;'st Conventlan and of the Caldwel! Baptist Assocation by givlng tie Moon rin!l' S
budget and the spe"al Offerings. These Offerings include the Lot ital Off' pi
Offe~'ng, the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering, the Homes and HosP e

Il

8'1)
Klss

lons
, and other Special prOmotions eal

dw

'on'
The ,church gives • percentage of its tithes and offerings to th;' convent.

Assoca;'on and to the Cooperative Program of the Southern EaptlS
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put with monies from many other Baptist churches, Buffalo Cove members are helping to
fulHill Matthew 2:3:19-20:

ele91
maf

.s w'
;11 1:;
5 of
rain"

Go ye thereefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in th ename of the Father, and of theSon, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching then to observe all things IIIhatsoever I have ccmanded
you: and 10, I all lIIithyou allllay,even unto the end of the 1II0rlo.

In addition, the church sends cards and flowers to the s ick and shut-ins; they prepare
a.nd deliver Christmas fruit ba ske ts for the sicl< and the elderly; members prepare
dinners for those who are berea.ved; the church assists with love offerings and financial
a.id when needed, and they help on other occasions as needed. Visitation and prayer
support aid members and non-members alike.

19$ 0
L par'

1i$$i
saP!
·s·~

FINANCES

Very little is mentioned in the early years except for contributions to the associa.tion
rega.rding the church's financial sta.tus. On October 1, H:6t:, Thomas S. Robbins was
appointed treasurer and the male members agreed tha.t they would pay twenty-five cents
per year for the e:-:penses of the church. In 18:33 brother T. Pipes was given authority to
"see the brethren concerning the deficiency of the funds to repair the church house." A
reference in January of H:82 concerns Thomas Pipes receiving funds for the purchase of
a stove to be used in the church building. In 1893, the church contributed $.75 for
a.ssociational minutes and "$1.00 or more for orphanage." In October 1:::95, the church
approved payment of $2.50 per trip for the pastor. On September 20, 1:396, the church
voted to pay I.C. Miller, pastor $30.00 salary for the coming year and asked each member
to say how much he could pay to be reported to the treasurer. In May of 1896, a motion
was made to read a paper with a list of names of brethren and sisters and the amount
for each to pay their pastor monthly. In recent years the church has had a budget
committee who prepare a yearly budget which is adopted by the membership in
conference annually.

'aldl, I

true·
guei
10. r
on
spel

:; in

SUNDA'Y SCHOOL

'here. 1
;glJ'
,ffer

, t~~
l, j9

~nd

The first record of a Sunday School is dated Saturday, March 23, 1895, which indicates
that a meeting to organize a Sunday School would be held the ned day. R.H. Pipes was
elected superintendent; and T.M. Hawkins, assistant. T .C. Robbins was secretary and
O.L. Hawkins , assistant. T. S. Robbins was teacher of music and T.C. Robbins, assistant.
T.C. Robbins also taught the male class and T.M. Hawkins taught the female class.
Usually the Sunday School met during the warm months and sessions were not held
during the cold winter. On February 28, 1:397, the minutes record that Ida Robbins was
the teacher of a Primary class. In 1398, T.S. Robbins was elected superintendent, and
T.C. Robbins was sent as a delegate to the Sunday School Association. In 1910, F .E.
Triplett and I.E. Pipes were delegates to the Sunday School Association and I.E. Pipes
represented the church again in 1913. John Hamlet and J .C. Todd were superintendents
in the 1930's. On April 28, 1946, Granville Robbins was elected superintendent a.nd he
served for about twenty years. Other superintendents who have served are Adair
Hawkins , Wayne Pipes, Jim Bumgarner, Clomer Duncan, Claude Watson, Tommy Wright,
Charles Winberg, Scott Watson, Edwa.rd Coffey, and Ralph Smith.

MUSIC

Music is briefly mentioned on December 2, 1871, when the church met for business
MaHer singing and prayer .... " On May 22, 1897, the church voted to get "60 cents worth of



6

,,~ m
hurch. I' the C ••• d

becks for d purc~ j961
testaments and to order 2 Psalms, Hymns, and Christia~ SO~~e church ha

M

•

ed

IniO'~
July 2, 1910, Miss Alice Robbins was apPointed organtst. an was pu

rc
di.

ml

" ab~
pump oroan Whichwas uSed intermittently until an electm or~ letter 01 cha.,d d ~ S
Alice R~bbins, who had married Rev. JOhn Nelson, Was gr~nte "no was pure .er

v

' 0.

1

c
unite with Yadkin Baptist ChUrchOnApriJ 23, 1916. The ftrst Ptaon who ha

d
V
d

(~rs.,. ,: •
1947. Known instrumentalists in addition to Alice Robbins Ne 5 Sadie To Kin' (WPi~! a
church on a re gular basi

s
are: Nina TOdd, Rev. John Nelson Sharon Hawpar l.n' t

Woods), John Hawkins, EvelYn BUmgarner (Mrs. ClYde COnley),w tscn. and I~ "
Phillips), Elaine Wright, lena Pipes BUmgarner, Josie Trtplett a in ing or ~~~ n

Townsend., , , led the 51 g L. H"r'" rThe church minu"s 0' the early Years do not Ind"ate who are John SUmghyJil f
church had a chOir Or not~ KnownmUsic leaders through the :'ear~ena Pipe~I'Y' p \
John Robbins, ROby HaWkins, GranVille RObbins, Mave 1 Hawkins, Hodges Co ••1
John O. Hawkins, Cathy HaWkins Barlow, leta Watson, Mary r twO~O".
Wa<Son GobIe , and Darlene PiPes TOwnsend. I r a wee K, 0 the 19rg"

Some older members recall "Singing SChOols"which were held, 0schools rn new 0ori
at a time. Ben Watson and a Mr. SlUder were two who taught mus:~no and aoloi,t'

Within recent Years the chUrch has Purchased a new pi ve as s
Appro:dmately twenty adUlt members are in the chOir and many 5"Singing groups from time to time,

(

a~ 1

C HU
I
...,",G ?hi1Y~ I

. RCH TRA r N , rth' .'

. . . h Mrs. M' UniOn,gail
In the 1940'5 a Baptist Young PeoPle's LInion was organtzed w1t t Traintng nize

d

e';~
as the director. The group lasted for a Short while and a Baphs oup orga Y e

V

re-organized in 1959 and lasted for about three years. In 1965 t~.e g~en sund

a
and met for seVeral years before being diScontinued in 197.,. w
services ceased after a PeriOd of appro>:imately twenty years.

or!$hWM U lor '"ed.
. lasted af'll-

A Women's MiSSionary LInion Was organized in the 1940's whICh were org
whiJe. On September 9,

19
87, Acteens, RA's, GNs, and MiSSion Friends

'r~t
ME'E'T r NG T rME'S t the l~nl

lected a for Iflth11

The first pastor of the chUrch was Rev. Burton Bradley who was e ar and man ",.
organizational meeting of the chUrch. Pastors were elected for one ye

day

• Thewee"'d"
years the chUrch held bUSiness meetings on SatUrday and worship on su~ .am

e
S.t"'h,d

meeting times were held on the deSignated Saturday and Sunday of t e

hed

on pre'c e'~
Probably the itinerate minister rOde a horse into the community, preaCmberSt g~ cr ,e'b

'. th me ~'i'" e(1...

and Conducted th e USlne55 mee t1ng, spent the nigh t with one of e. d on" le

r
on Sunday before riding his horse back to his home. Burton Bradley hV~f the re ,..;~
so he WOuld have had q

U1
te,a distance to travel at the time perIod per ,dl

later the chUrch began meetIng two times each mOn~h d'S SU~,., 5hh h

' . , • Lor dKl t
The early c Urc lnV1ted neighboring Chwrches to partake of the r', y. th'

them. Some of the ones InVIted were German's Hill, Bethany, Mulber Y . j9

65

,Grove, Piney Grove, and other.. , . ht and In
In 1953 the church Changed the Saturday night meeting to Sunday ~,g

chUrch voted to have servICes eVery SUnday mOrning and Sunday evemng.



'"'I

The church now has Sunday School and Warship each Sunday. The midweeK service and
mission activities meet an Wednesdays.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Much interest is evident in the yearly Vacation Bible School. The first Vacation Eible

School was held about 1947 when Elizabeth Campbell, former Associational Missionary,
conducted a one-weel< school with the assistance of Stella Austin, who later became a
missionary to Africa. Miss Ca.mpbell and Miss Austin stayed with Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Todd
and in addition to Eible study, mission study, scripture memori:::ahan, and handiwork in
the morning, Miss Campbell taught a study course at night for the adults. As the years
progre s se d , the associ ation continued to provid e needed wor-ker-s to assist church
members in teaching. In 1960, the church, under the leadership of Rev. Paul Br-aswe Il.
had its first Vacation Bib le School conducted entirely by church members. In 1961, with
Rev. Paul 1...Jilsonas pastor, the church had a two weeK Standard Vacation Eible School.
Vacation Bib le School has been held every year at Euffalo Cove since its beginning.

BU I LD I !'",JGS

There have been three buildings used for warship. The first house of worship was
probably made of lags. At the organizational meeting of the church, Larkin Pipes and
James Cottrell were appointed commishoners "to pr-ocure a cite of one acre of land from
Brethren Edward Day and David Campbell on the East side of the creek at the lower end
of Erother Day's plantation for the purpose of building a house for this church which
land said Erethren agrees to give as a cite (sic) for the Euffalo Cove Church." The site
was near the residence of the late Bertha W. HawKins where a spring was a gathering
place "'fhere yaung people met. In May 1878, a cammittee was appointed to draw up
"subscription to obtain funds to repair the meeting house."

On November 19, 1:;:93, a building commitee of three was appointed for the purpose of
building" a new church house the dimensions 40 feet lang, 30 feet wide, and 14 feet high
with one aisle to be located at the lower end of Sister HawKins' field." The committee
was J.P. Robbins, F.P. Curtis, and R.H. Pipes. In October 1894 Rev. I.C. Miller called the
church together "for the purpose of coming to same conclusion about building a church
house. On motion to build at the lower end of Bra. R.H. Pipes' Corpening field an the
public road. On motion to appoint a building committee and appointed R.H. Pipes, L.A.
Robbins, and T.C. Robbins. The church was to be 46 feet long, 34 feet wide, and 14 feet
high with two aisles and 6 windows with 18 lights each 10>: 12 inches with lights over
each door. In January 1:395, "on motion, the building committee bind themselves for one
hundred dollars over and above the twa hundred dollars that is subscribed that is
considered good to tax the male members of the church with an advalorm (sic) tax to maKe
the amount goad to the committee." J.L. HawKins was appointed to replace J.P. Robbins
who resigned. On April 27 t 1895, the deed to the new church site was read and accepted
and instructions were given for the deed to be registered with the county. In Odober
1895, the church authorized the building committee to sell the old church house and lot
and apply the proceeds to the building of the new church. On June 22, 1900, R.H. Pipes
and T .S. Robbins were apoointed to ascertain the amount of lumber necessary to build a
fence around the church house. On December 25, 1913, the membership voted to re-cover
the church and build a belfrey. A commitee consisting of Sisters M.A. Hamlet, Julia
Church, Minnie Pipes, and Eessie Coffey was appointed to colled funds to buy a. bell.

On Sunday, January 26, 1947, a committee to see about building Sunday School rooms
was appointed. It was deemed unwise by the committee and plans to construct a new
building began to be made. The present building was occupied in 1952 with the dedication
being held in 1953. A vestibule and rest roams were added in Odober 1972. In the late
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John H. Nelson
Walter Dula
t1aston Bradshaw
Wi 1 I Cook
John R. Greene
Wi 1 I Cook
Pau I Braswe 11
Pau 1 Wi I son
Ralph Staton
(BillyF. Pip~sservedasPaul Braswell
Hugh Miller
Bill Wr igh t
Jack Hamby
IJance Triplett
Harold Bean
James Craig
Ralph Staton

interi~pastorMarch-August

September 1, 1946
January 25, 1948
August 19, 1950
August 25,1951
September 1, 1955
September 7, 1958
March 15,1959
January 1, 1961
October 3, 1965

1968. ]
October 6, 1968
Ju Iy 20, 1969
March 4, 1973
July 8, 1975
Sep t ernbsr- 21, 1977
December 2, 1979
December 1986
February 5, 1989

CLERKS
The clerks of the church are taken from the church minutes. The date indicates when theindividual first appears in the records as Clerk.

Larkin Pipes
James Madison Cottrell
Thomas S. Robbins
Thomas M. Hawkins
Richard H. Pipes
R.L. Miller
A.M. Church
R.L. Miller
J.F. Robbins
J.L. HawKins
L.R. Miller
J.H. Coffey
Dorothy Coffey (Hawkins)
Bernard HawKins
LeRoy Robbins
McRay Robbins
Violet HawKins
Havel HawKins
Adair HawKins
Tommy Wr igh t
Clorner Duncan
Riley Watson
Greg HawKins
Lena Pipes Bumgarner

May 8, 1851
August 23, 1856
June 4, 1859
December 1873
April 1891
March 24, 1917
November 15, 1919
September 17, 1920
March 25, 1922
October 10,1931
September 1, 1934
November 23, 1935
August 10, 1947
September 25, 1948
September 7, 1958
Augus t 23, 1964
August 7, 1966
October 6, 1968
September 7, 1965
February 9, 1977
September 4, 1977
May 3, 1978
August 30, 1978
Harch 14, 1984


