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B twe n the States , in which he served as private h e came home a nd "fitted 
himself to preach. " It has bee n said that he perhaps prcaclIcJ in every 
Baptist church in the county, and he ofte ll prayed in the churches of other 
d eno min at ia ns. 

Rev. Irvin was twi e m arried: he first married Harrie t We thers and th ey 
had t\ 0 children, and late r he married M ira Jane era lJ and th ey had 
three child ren . 

R EV. B. MONRO· 

T he R verend B. M m oe B ridges was called as pas tor on Jan uar 2, 1908. 
Re v. Bridg s was bon April 19, 1854, and di'd March 25, 1923. He \V s 
married t Al ice Melinda Blanton Bridg s, \-vh o vas born April 14, 1855, and 
d ie d M' rch 22 , 1934. They had sev n ch ildre n. 

In Sep tembe r o f 1908 , T homas J . Holland and M. o vus Moo re were 
ele cted as deleoates to th e c ssoci tional meet ing to be held in No 'e mbe r at 
the first Bap i t Ch urch of S helb Y" The purp ose of th e meeting was to 

co nside r he r la tions l ip o f local churches to Bo ili ng Springs High School , 
w hich la ter became G ardn er·Webb Colleg . As a result o f th is mee ting, 
Poplar Springs 3.ppoin red a committee to see how mu ch mo ne y c uld be 
raised for th e school in the next three years. we nt)' duIllrs \Va given in 
May of 1909 to furnish OIlC roo l1l a t the school. Eve n at this carly date, d1c 
church was inter sted iJ Ch rist ian educa tion. 

Boiling prings Boarding School which became Gardner·Webb College. 
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