
Rev. BIiiy L Hicks, 
fonner area pastor, 
dies at age 58 

NDO - The R~. BiliJ l..eroy 
Hicks, 58, of Highway 226 East, 
died Thu~sdny, Sept. 17, in a Mc-
J>cmcll County hospital. \ 1q!. 

A native of Pelzl'r, S.C., Jflcks 
had h~ed in Bl8<'k Mountain for 10 
years bc(urP. mo,ing to McDowell 
County in l9&J. \Vhile in Black 
Mount.run, he ·was pastor at Wilkev 
Baptist Church for l\\O ~cars. He 
al o pastored at ML Hill Baptist 
Church in Pelwr Cor two years. He 
was a volunteer chaplain al V .A. 
Mecli('al Center as wcll. He WM 

ember or Gospel Baptist. Church 
n Woodlin. 

He is 11urvi\'C:d hy his wife, 
Gatha GaJTCU Hicks; l\\o cl11uih· 
lcrs, Dc•borah J3rooks and Sandra 
Riggins. both or Williarru.1.on, SC. 
lhrc-c t.cp-daughters. Rebecca 
Harrell of Woodlin, Donna Ong.le 
and lAU'CC Rich. boU1 of A::he\ille; 
one step-son, Andy Murra~ or 
Guam in the South Pacific; five sis-
ters, .Arnlene Stone, Janice Ste· 
ven and Edith Gentry, all of Pcl-
Y.er, and Ruth Bond of Williarnslon 
and Jc.,ey Burge:; of Belton, S.C., 
three brothers, Chnrhis Hicks of 
PelU'r, Je,rry I licks of Williamston 
and Eddie Hicks of Lt"berty, S.C.; 
14 grandchildren: and one great,, 
grandchild. 

Senicci; will be at 2 p.m. Satur-
day at Gospel Bapust Church. The 
Revs. Homer Edwards, Dallas 
,James and Bill Brvnnt \\ill officf. 
ntc. Burial wUJ be in Mountain 
View Memorial Park in Blac.k 
Mountain. 

The family will rcceh·c friends 
from 7 to 8:.10 p.m F:r.iday at Mill· 
er runernl Home in Black Moun-
tain. 
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Rev. Billy L Hicks, 
former area pastor, 
dies at age 58 

NOO - The Rev • .Ililly Leroy 
Hicks, 58, or Highway 226 East, 
died Timrsday, ScpL 17, in a Mc-
Dowell County hospital. 

A native of Pelzer, S.C., Hick 
had Jhcd in Black Mountain for IO 
yl'ars before mo\ing to McDov.cll 
County in J 989. While in Hlack 
Mountain, he was past.or at Wilkey 
Bapti t Church for two years. He 
also p tored at ML Hill Baptist 
Church in Pelzer for two years. He 
was a vohmtcer chaplain al V.A. 
Mt'<lic.il C'cnter as well. He was a 
nwmher of Gospel Baptist Church 
in Woodfin. 

He fs sun•i\'ed by bi~ \\ife, 
Gaw Garreu Hacks; two claugh-
w.rs, Deborah Hrooks ancl Sandra 
Riggjns, both of Williamston. S.C.; 
lhree tep-dnughters, Rebecca 
Harrell or Woodfin. Donna Cagle 
and Laree Uich, both of Aqhe\·ille; 
one step-son, Andy Mu!TBy of 
Guam in the South Pllcific; fi\'e sii::. 
le>rs, Avnlene Stone, Janice Ste-
vens and Edith Gentry, all of Pel-
zer, and Huth Uond of Williami;ton 
mad Joey Burgess of Belton, S.C.; 
three broU1ers, CharJe.q Rte~ oC 
Peli.er, Jerry Hicks of Williamston 
and F.ddie Hicks of Liberty, S.C.: 
14 grnndchddrcn; and one ~ 
grandchild. 

Services Yi ill be at 2 p.m. Satur-
day at Gru pel Rnptjst Church. The 
Rew;. Horner l~d\\ards, Dallas 
James 1uul Bill Bryant will onici-
atc. Burial will 1,e in Mountain 
View Memorial Park in Black 
Mountain. 

The fnmily \\ill n>eeh'e rriends 
fJ'(lm i LO S:30 p.m. Fnday at Mill-
er Funeral Home in Black Moun-
tnln. 


