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A HISTORICAL SKETCH OF GREAT MARSH BAPTIST CHURCIH 35

On September 8, 1883, the - conference appointed a committee to
examine Bro. W. R. Johnson for ordination. The committee consisted of
Elder E. D. Johnson and Elder J. D. Clark. They examined and ordained
him and at the same conference appointed him as a delegate to the asso-
ciation and refers to him as Elder W. R. Johnson.

On August 26, 1905, the church gave a license to Bro. George H.
Johnson to preach the gospel. He was a grandson of Elder E. D, Johnson,
On May 14, 1910, a committee consisting of Brethren G. M. D. Howard,
E. G. Johnson, and J. B. Underwood was appointed to arrange for the
ordination of Bro. Johnson on the 5th Sunday in' May. Revs. Durham and
Dunnaway were invited to assist the pastor, R. E. Sentelle, in the ordina-
tion. On May 29, 1910, the presbytery met at Great Marsh and ordained
Bro. G. H. Johnson to the full work of the Gospel ministry. The presby-
tery was composed of I. P. Hedgpeth, J. D. Clark, C. R. Hester, E. O.

" Johnson, J .W. Cobb, Jr., and W. O. Johnson. The ordination sermon was

preached by Bro. I. P. Hedgpeth from II Cor. 12:14, “I seek not yours

but you.”

.On August 25, 1906, the church voted to license Bro. W. O. Johnson
to preach. Then on August 22, 1908, the church called for a presbytery
for the purpose of ordaining Bro. Johnson for the full work of the minig-
try on the fifth Sunday in August. He was a grandson of Elder Elias/D.
Johnson. On August 30, 1908, a presbytery composed of Revs, T. J. Baker,
E. J. Harrell and J. W. Cobb crdained him and set him apart for the full
work of the ministry. Rev, William Otis Johnson was a graduate of Wake
Forest College and the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.. He was
a teacher and principal in the public schools from 1907 to 1921 and served
as a pastor of churches in the same period. He retired from the pastorate
in 1935 because of failing health. He was a registered surveyor; served.as
clerk of Robeson Association, 1944-48, and as a supply pastor for a num-
ber of years. He was married to the former Haitie Cornelia Poole. Rev.
W. Otis Johnson endeared himself to the people of the community during

- the years of his retirement. Some of the things which he did included

surveying the cemetery and laying off the lots in the new section, plant-
ing of cedars in the cemetery, seeking donations of bricks from the
church members and then doing the work of underpinning the church,
painting the oil painting hanging in the baptistry in the church, and or-
ganizing the first. Vacation Bible School held in the church. His wife,
Hattie, was a loyal, sincere, and active leader in the church. She was
active in the W.M.U. and taught an adult ladies’ class for years. She was
a dedicated Christian mother, wife, and worker in the church and her
influence was felt by many who knew her. On the second Sunday in May
of 1956 an honorary service was heid to. honor Mr. Johnson for his work
and accomplishments to and for the Great Marsh Church. Since he had
served as the pastor of the Wingate Baptist Church and was associated
with Wingate College the President of Wingate College, the College
Chorus, and other guests were present for the program.

The church gave a license to preach the gospel to Bro. J. Samuel
Johnson on September 19, 1914. Minutes for May 18, 1918, mentions the
ordination service for Mr. Johnson. His ordination was to be held at the
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