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1. Josh has written a research paper for his organizational psychology class.  Does he have copyright to his paper?  If so, when did his paper fall under copyright law?

2. Sarah wrote a very interesting novel titled Behind Closed Stacks.  She was thrilled when the publisher agreed to print 5,000 copies, but sales did not take off.  A couple of years after her book was published, she went to a film festival to see an independent film with the same title as her book.  She was shocked to see the exact story from her book being shown on the screen.  Is this legal?  Why or why not?

3. When Mary went to the beach this summer, she found a very large shark’s tooth, believed to be a megalodon tooth.  Her husband took a photo of a very excited Mary showing off the tooth.  After their vacation, he posted their vacation photos to Flickr.  Several weeks later, Mary is searching sites for “megalodon tooth” and is quite surprised to see her photo posted on a site selling shark teeth.  Is this legal?  Why or why not?

4. Elizabeth and Kristy created a mural for their college art class.  Kristy gave permission for a local t-shirt designer to copy the mural and use the design on a t-shirt.  The company agreed to pay Kristy 10% of sales.  Elizabeth finds out about this and is upset that she was not included on the deal.  Is Kristy’s agreement legal?  Why or why not?

5. Many of Amanda’s favorite college memories come from her time on the Wake Forest dance team.  Her senior year, it was her privilege to choreograph the dance team’s half-time show.  A year later, Amanda was attending the Wake-Duke football game with her brother and was shocked to see the Duke dance team perform the exact routine she had choreographed.  Is this legal?  Why or why not?

6. While home during the summer, you helped your cousin set up his iTunes account.  As a first week of college surprise, your cousin sends you a CD he burned of his favorite playlist he put together.  Is this legal?  Why or why not?

7. You are taking a Victorian literature class, and for your final project, you decide to create a comic based on Charles Dickens’s Great Expectations.  Is this legal?  Why or why not?

8. In the spirit of entrepreneurship, you and your suitemates begin making Demon Deacon mascot cookies to sell on campus and at tailgates.  Is this legal?  Why or why not?

9. Margaret is running for a student government office, and decides to use the McDonald’s golden arches as her campaign logo (M for Margaret).  Is this legal?  Why or why not?

10. Shannon came to class carrying a new bag that looks exactly like the one you saw in the Coach store, except it doesn’t have the Coach logo on it.  Is this legal?  Why or why not?
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