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By Rose Hooper

Two Sundays ago the children of
East Sylva Baptist Church
marched in with 30 bright yellow
ballons and the celebration began.

This Sunday the celebration
continues with special presenta-
tions during the morning worship
service, which will be followed by

S

a communitywide celebration
beginning at 2:30 p.m. in the
sanctuary.

So, what's the special occasion?

It’s the Rev. Charles L. Dean’s
30th anniversary as r at East
Sylva Baptist Church.

Also this week, evangelist Billy
Graham begins his four-day cru-
sade in his hometown of Charlotte.
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One of Dean’s favorite stories
involves Graham, who many peo-
ple, including those at Graham’s
hometown church in Charlotte,
think resembles Dean.

“Lots of people tell me I look,
and even sound like, Billy Gra-
ham. To me, that’s a supreme
compliment,”” said Dean. “A
while back I was preaching a
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East Sylva Baptist Church will celebrate the 30th anniversary of its pastor, the Rev. Charles L. Dean,

this Sunday, Sept. 29. The morning worship service will begin at 10:30 a.m. with the Sunday school classes
and other groups making special presentations, followed by special music and a guest speaker. The com-
munitywide celebration will be held from 2:30-5 p.m. that afternoon in the sanctuary.
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Continued from 1C

ago, recalled when he and eight
other commitee members drove
over to Hazelwood to hear Dean
preach one Sunday evening,

““We agreed we'd listen to him,
then talk it over amongst our-
selves what we thought of him.

“When he finished preaching,
we just looked at each other and
nodded. We were in complete
agreement — all of us knew he
was our man.

“We told him we were looking
for a man who would come and
stay with us 20 or 30 years. He was
fresh out of seminary and he said,
‘I don't know about that."

Dean remembers the nine
marching down the church aisle to
him that fateful Sunday in August
of 1966. ‘I thought they looked like
Pharoah’s Army coming down,
with Tommy leading the charge.
I had no idea what I was going to
do with my life at that time and
when they mentioned a 20- or
30-year commitment, it rather
startled me."”

After he lmd been at East Sylva

Seachald bl OO,

_ original congregation.

a vision of what could be,”” Dean
said. “We got right into a massive
building program, had Robert
Daniels, an tect from Bre-
vard, draw up some plans. I
thought the congregation would
never go for them because they
certainly weren’t traditional Bap-
tist column style. But they loved
the plans.”

After the parsonage, the first
thing built in the big field was an
eduation building. Folks wor-
shipped in the fellowship hall. In
four years the church paid the
debt off for that building and then
went right back into debt and built
the sanctuary, moving in on Eas-
ter Sunday 1978.

‘“What this congregation has
done is amazing,” Deansaid. “We
had no special fund drives. But of-
ferings on the fourth Sunday al-
ways went to our building fund.
The people just seemed to give
and give. Where it came from, I
don’t know. But soon we retired
the debt on the sanctuary, too.”

In 1966, Dean recalled the week-
ly church budget was $269. Now
it's $2,600.

Dean said he has been at East
Sylva so long he is baptizing and
marrying grandchildren of his

med, Dean wanted to be a doctor.
“But then I felt the call to be a
minister.

‘I was bashful, shy, not a public
speaker at all. I voiced all my ob-
jections to God why I was not
qualified to be a preacher. But His
reponse to me was strong and
simple.

‘“He said, ‘I'm not asking you
for what you don’t have, I'm just
asking you for what you do
mve.!!!

Dean went to Mars Hill College
for two years, then transferred to
Carson-Newman, where he grad-
uated with a bachelor’s degree.
He pastored three years at East
Fork Church in Haywood County
before attending seminary at
Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville, Ky.

Although he has had many of-
fers the years, Dean
feels at home with East Sylva.
“But each year it gets harder and
harder to preach. I thought it
would get easier, but it hasn’t.”

Preachers who spend short
times at various churches can
“recyclce’” their sermons, but
Dean has to stay fresh and up-to-
date.

“I've even preached the gospel,

__according to Gump,” said Dean,




prepared sermons on the moun-
tain top. To me, it’s kind of
Biblical.”

When he comes off the moun-
tain, and down to his church of-
fice, anything can happen. Each
day is different. He is on call 24
hours a day, seven days a week.
In addition to that, he serves as
chaplain with the police depart-
ment.

This preacher, who is an avid
reader, also like to golf. But so far
this year, he has only been golfing
twice

His daughter, Sherry D. Pend-
leton, lives in Colordo ;
Colo., with her husband and two
. chilldren.

Grandfather Dean said he wor-
ries a lot about young le. “I
don’t see their interest in church
that I once saw. That’s why a
youth minister is so important to
a church.” Currently East Sylva
is searching to replace their

former youth minister, Jim Dean
(no relation).

Dean said if he had his life to
live over, he would not change one
thing. “I guess the Lord knew
what he was doing when he lead
me here.”

He goes and comes by the
following verse above his office
door — “Trust in the Lord with all
thine heart, and lean not unto
thine own understanding. In all
thy ways, acknowledge Him and

He shall direct they paths.” Pro-
verbs 3:5-6.

So, what are his future plans?
“I'm just waiting on orders from
headquarters,’” he said cheerful
with anticipation.
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| Baptist Plan To Honor Pastor Ends In Success
——— "

By Wanda Crawford

“I'm still in a state of shock!"
elated the Rev. Charles Dean
n an interview at his well-
ppointed office in East Sylva

Baptist Church. ;

“I knew that there was some-
thing up and something was
going to happen. There were a
lot of little’ meetings in the

{ church that I'wasn’t invited to."

But he never dreamed that his
congregation was preparing a
celebration the likes of which he
had never been part of. So,
when his deacons told him to
come to church on the Sunday of
September 12, but to allow them
to take care of the services, he
suspected a plot.

Promptly on the appointed
Sunday, he said, he arrived at
church, and was told to sit in
one of the front pews in the
sanctuary. Then, Tommy Fish-
er emceed the Rev. Mr. Dean
and the congregation through a
Personalized *‘This Is Your
Life” type program, featuring
events from the Rev. Mr.
Dean'’s 10-year ministry at East
Sylva Baptist Church. This pro-
gram was part of the church's
Appreciation Day for its pastor.

The first event, the Rev. Mr.
Dean related, was a flashcard
demonstration by the Children’s
Choir. Each child held up a card
printed with one of the letters of
the Rev. Mr. Dean's name, and
explained that the letter started
a word to describe their pastor.
The last child of all, a little boy,

 held up the letter N and pro-
nounced that it was for ‘“Num-

| ber One Guy."”

| Then, the children filed down
to the Rev. Mr. Dean's pew and
made him a gift of the letters

tand a dollar each.

' Following this, the Rev. Mr.
Dean said, rolling his eyes,
Master of Ceremonies Fisher
gave a brief history of the Rev.
Mr. Dean, including his birth at
the Haywood County Hospital,
his baptism, and his ordination

as a minister on December 28,
1958.

Then, came guest speakers,
important people from the Rev.
Mr. Dean’s past.

The first speaker was Law-
rence Leatherwood, who retired
from his position as Super-
intendent of Schools in Haywood
county. Leatherwood was the
Rev. Mr. Dean's sixth grade
teacher, and was able to jog the
good pastor’s memory on de-
tails of himself and his fellow
students.

Following Leatherwood, was
Mrs. Flora Knight, the Rey. Mr.
Dean’s fifth grade teacher and
also his Sunday School teacher.

THE REV. CHARLES DEAN WAS HONORED AT A PASTOR APPRECIATION DAY BY bi
members of East Sylva Baptist Church. In the upper left-hand corner is a walnut plaque containing 10
silver dollars, one for each year of his ministry. Above the Rev. Mr. Dean’s head is a photograph of his thing special.

Then came Carol Underwood,
band director &t Pisgah High
School, who was on the Ordina-
tion Council when the Rev. Mr.
Dean was ordained. Under-
wood, who is choir director of
First Baptist Church in Hazel-
wood, was also director when
the Rev. Mr. Dean sang in the
choir.

After this, came an account of
his college experiences, first at
Mars Hill College, which was
then a junior college, then at
Carson-Newman, from which
he graduated, and then from the
Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville, Ky.

Neither of his roommates

young daughter, Sherry.—Herald Photo.

from the Seminary, Douglas
Cole, Director of Family Mini-
stry with the Baptist State
Convention in Raleigh, nor the
Rev. Judson Rotan, former
pastor of Scotts Creek Baptist
Church in Sylva, could be
gzesent at the celebration, but
th sent letters.

A letter alsc came from his
good friend Badgett Dillard,
vice president for Business
Affairs at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, and
there was a citation presented
by the president of the Sem-
inary, Duke K. McCall. The
citation read, ““In recognition of

distinguished service in the
cause of Christ."

After this, his marriage to his
wife, Patsy, and the adoption of
their little daughter, Sherry,
was recalled.

Then, the emcee called to the
church’s attention the other -
congregation which the Rev.’
Mr. Dean had served, that of
East Fork Baptist Church in
Cruso, which he pastored for
three years.

And then, testimonials of his
service to the East Sylva Bap-
tist Church were given.

A few of these testimonials
were.

—Growth of the church budget
from $13,000 to $37,000 in 10
years. Also, growth of the
church membership from 300 to
358.

--We built a new church
building four years ago, for
which we borrowed $150,000.
aoday, we owe only $20,000 of

at

~We have p:’ans to ::hulld a new
sanctuary and turn the m’umt
one into a fellowship hall.

And finally,

~Our Adult Choir has cut two
records. These records have
proved to be a valuable mini-
stry, and once a family from
Maggie came to our church and
gave a testimony as to what the
music and the Rev. Mr. Dean’s
spoken introduction meant to
them.

After the testimonials, the
Rev. Mr. Dean’s mother and
father came. His father, he
said, laughing, had a few well-
chosen words to say.

And then came a few selected
East Sylvans bearing a lot of
loot. The gifts included a walnut
plaque, about $500 in cash, a
multi-band scanner, a large
silver tray, and a large, leather-
bound scrap book filled with
photog;;phs, a sort of pictorial
aphy.

t walnut ﬂ: ue is some-
by Jerry.
Continued on page 8
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