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TRIBUNE/Michael Andrew
Max Hill, 47, has been pastor of the First Baptist Church of Jonesville for 10 years. He lives in Jonesville.
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[+, Yadkin Minister In Cuba

Dr. Max Hill, pastor of First

‘Baptist Church in Jonesville, left
‘Thursday for Havana, Cuba with
‘three other Jonesville residents to
‘carry out evangelistic efforts until
February 14, in an area that has been
cclosed for many years to outside vis-
itors.

- Dr. Hill, moderator of the Yadkin
Baptist. Association, is making his
fifth mission tour to the country.
Accompanying Hill are laypersons
in his church: Wayne Moore, and
Pam and Ronnie Anthony. The
Jonesville team will be engaged in
evangelistic activities with El Jordan
Baptist Church in Havana. First
Baptist Church, Jonesville, and El
Jordan Baptist Church, Havana,
‘have developed a sister-congrega-
tion relationship.

Six members from El Jordan vis-
ited their sister church in Jonesville

.

last October. While here, they
attended the annual session of the
Yadkin Baptist Association.

DR. MAX HILL
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/TRIP TO CUBA /
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to preach and help start new churches. First Baptist of
Jonesville, a 450-member church, has a sister congre-
gation in Havana.

‘‘Every Cuban that I know in Havana has lost 15 to
20 pounds (recently),” Hill said. When the Soviet
Union collapsed, so did the Cuban economy.

The delegation wanted to learn what Christians
could do to help the Cubans deal with what Hill calls
the madness of the embargo and restrictions.

“I'm opposed to the embargo for two reasons,” he
said. “Pragmatically, it is a failure. It has gone on for

- 35 years and nine U.S. administrations, and Castro
mains in power.
S T

‘At the point of its inception, it made good political\
sense because it was done at the height of the Cold
War.” But the Cold War is over. “The only possible /
reason for maintaining the embargo is simply to pun-
ish Castro, and it’s a failure at that as well. It’s punish-
ing the Cuban people.”

Hill said that the embargo is immoral. “The ends do
not justify the means in this case or any other case.
The notion that we ought to starve Cuban children or
deny medicines to Cubans for the accomplishment of
dubious political goals is immoral.”

Hill said he does not support Castro, nor does he
oppose the United States government. Cuba’s human-
rights violations are no worse than those in North
Korea or China, Hill said, and the United States is
negotiating with those countries.

“It’s absurd to single out Cuba as the only commu-
nist regime with which we refuse dialogue,” Hill said.
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