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n fcu enical delegation of ten 
Christian leaders from the United 
States visited Cuba September 26-
30 on a mission of fai th, hope, and 
reconciliation, The group. including 
Qr., Max Hill-. pastor of First Ba tist 
Church of Jonesville an moderator 
orY adkin Baptist Association, was 
convened unde r the auspices of 
Pastors for Peace, Others represent-
ed the Alliance of Baptists, Baptist 
Peace Fe llowsh ip, Ame ric an 
Baptists. Episcopalians, United 
Church of Christ , Disc iples o f 
Christ, Church of the Brethren. the 
Mennonite Central Committee. and 
Friends Service Committee. 

As the fi rst group of relig ious 

1"-

leaders to enter Cuba unde r the 
Clinton Administration's tightened 
restrictions of August 20. the dele-
gation 's p rimary purpose was to 
determine how these new regula-
tions were affecting the Cuban peo-
p lc , in genera l. and the C uban 
church, in particular. To that end, 
the group me t with numerous 
groups and individuals, Meetings 
were held with the execu tive council 
of the Cuban Ecumenical Council. a 
larger group of Christian leaders 
representing a broader cross section 
of the evangelical community. and 
Vicar Carlos Manuel de Cespedes. 
top advisor to the Roman Catholic 
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lCorttnU · S 1 these meettng 
Bishop of Cuba._ :us freedom an? 
the issues of rehg h in national en-
the r:ole of_ the ch1:;c 
sis were discusse, . were also held 

Several meetings ernment and 
with various Cuban,;~~ers journal-
Communist Par_tX Wide ranging · demicians. ists and aca . us topics were . on vano · discussions 
conducted. . isited the U. S. 

The de\egau~n v t the Swiss 
Interests Section ~th American meet wi . 
Embassy to kespersons. This 
government spo d fine the U . S. 

. h \ped to e · · meeting e . ·gration cnsis, , , n the immi 
position o . the Castro govern-
relations with ntat ion of the 

·mp\eme d ment , i . \994 Agreements, an 
September 9 , . b . hts in Cu a. human ng . f the trip was a 

The \lighh gh_t o ith President 
hour meeun.g . held in wo This mceung, 

Fidel Castro. t offices at the 
Cuban govern:~:tion, convened at 
P\aza of the Rev d )' September 
midnight Wednes .;s ~f discussion 
28 Among the top1 . . s the gen-. . . ration ens, , . 
were the ,mm1g -Cuban relations, 
era\ state of U.S. tin Haiti, the 
U . S. invo\ve:;:\ections, and the 
upcoming off-_)' Conference. 
Cairo Population th United States, 

On its re~m ~o u:d a statement 
the de\egauon ~ s overnments to 
calling on bot_ ! reements ey.pe-
"imp\ement their g the proposed 

d to use r ditious\y an ure their comp ,-
further talks to ~ns . the behavior 
ance thereby re3ect1tngtement further 

• "Thesa . h of the past. . Clinton to hft t e 
ca\\s on President\ and remittance 
August 20 tra~e d. ate\)' . T~e . s ,mme , II' n 
restriction \\ed upon to JO~ 
churches are ca hes in Cuba ,n 
their sister churc king for ful\ 

· and wor · s advoca~1ng di \omatic relation 
restoration ~ Sp and Cuba." ---
between the . . ~ 
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TRIBUNE/Michael Andrew 
Max Hill, 47, has been pastor of the First Baptist Church of Jonesville for 1 O years. He lives in Jonesvill~. 
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(; Yadkin Minister In Cub~ 
Dr. Max Hill.. pastor of First last October. While here, they 

Baptist Church in Jonesv'lle, left attended the annual session of the 
Thursday for Havana, Cuba with Yadkin Baptist Association. 
three other Jonesville residents to 
carry out evangelistic efforts until 
February 14, in an area that has been 
closed for many years to outside vis-
itors. 

Dr. Hill, moderator of the Yadkin 
Baptist Association, is making his 
fifth mission tour to the country. 
Accompanying Hill are laypersons 
in his church: Wayne Moore, and 
Pam and Ronnie Anthony. The 
Jonesville team will be engaged in 
evangelistic activities with El Jordan 
Baptist Church in Havana. First 
Baptist Church, Jonesville, and El 
Jordan Baptist Church , Havana, 
have developed a sister-congrega-
tion relationship. 

Six members from El Jordan vis-
ited their sister church in Jonesville 
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DR. MAX HILL 
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Jonesville pastor meets Castro during trip to help Cubans suffering because of emba,go 

PEACE MISSION 
8y Amy Andre.,. 
~RNAL REPORTER 

JONESVILLE The Rev. Max Hill learned first-
hand last month that Cuban Presi-
dent Fidel Castro knows how to preach. 

leaders. They met With Castro about 
midnight Sept. 28 at the Plaza of the 
Revolution in Havana. 

"He has a reputation for being a 
night person and havmg meetings 
at odd hours, " Hill said. 

much of the talking. "He preached 
us a couple of sermons, including 
one about David and Goliath," Hill 
said. "Guess who's David?" 

MAX HILL: He met 
• Castro While in Cuba. C 

Hill, the Pastor of First Baptist 
Church, went to Cuba in late Sep-
tember With nine other U.S. reli-
gious leaders in response to the em-
bargo against Cuba. The delegation, 
sponsored by Pastors for Peace, 
met With Castro and other Cuban 
Political, economic and religious 

The Americans Were shown to a 
waiting room . .Hru_ was drinking cof-
fee when a large sliding door beside 
him suddenly .opened and Castro 
strolled in Wearing military fatigues. 
Castro, a big man, so startled 'Hill 
that he did a double take. 

Castro's reference to Cuba being 
David and the United States being 
Goliath ended "1th Castro Pointing 
out that C~ doesn't have a sling-
-shot With which to defend itself, Hill said. ' 

ljill, 4f5, fuld been to Cuba several 
times before-but had never met Cas-
tro. He plans to leave again Nov. 10 The group met With Castro for 

nearly two hours, With Castro doing 

See TRIP TO CUBA, Pace 83 
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TRIP TO cu~,_{., 
h First Baptist of churc es. h and help start new h has a sister congre-to prea_c 450-member churc ' 

Jone~e, a a has lost 15 to 
gation m Havban that I know in J:IavanWha the Soviet "Every Cu an .. Hill said. en 

d (recently), conomy. 
20 poun lls ed so did the Cuban e hat Christians 
Union co apst· ~ wanted to learn_h w hat Hill calls The delega IO ans deal wit w 
could do to help the Cu:argo and restrictions. " he 

dness of the em for two reasons, 
the ma d to the embargo h gone on for 

'Tm oppose . it is a failure. It as d Castro 
. d "Pragmatically, d inistrations, an sru . d nine U.S. a m 35 years an 
~ in power. --..., 

31 '' 
,,,_,,,,_ •.... 

"At the point_o I done at the heightnlo ossible b ause 1t was "The o Y P 
sense ec h C ld War is over. . . ply to pun-" But t e O b go 1s srm 
War. . taining the em ar ll It's punish-

. made good political f ·ts inception, it f the Cold 

reason for ma.:i,n_t's a failure at that as we . 

ish Castro~:;n ~eople." . . moral. "The ends do 
ing ~he ?d that the embarg~ IS Im or any other case. 

Hill s~ means in this case an children or 
not just~fy ~~:t we ought to starve Cuimplishment of The notion C bans for the ace d . · es to u · al " 
deny me 1c1~. oals is immor . r does he 
dub~ous ?;1~t~cfo!s not support Cas:r~u~~'s human-

Hill sru nited States governmen . those in North 
oppose the l! are no worse thanU ·ted States is ·ghts violations . "d and the m n China Hill sa1 ' 
Korea_ o~ with those countries. the only commu-
negotiatmg ingle out Cuba as " Hill said. 

"It's absurd to s . h refuse dialogue, "\! "th wh1c we . t regime WI 
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