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Union. Deacon Charles W. 
Gillespie, president and, 
Sister Fannie Kealon, 
secretary of the Sunday 
School Hour, ,will open the 
session. 
A panel discussion on the 

Topic, "For As He 
Thinketh In His Heart So Is 
He," Proverb 23:7, will be 
given by delegates. 
All committees will then 

report. The BTU Hour will 
be opened by messengers 
from Piney Grove and 
First Baptist Abbottsburg, 
followed by BTU, directed 
by President Henry Lewis 
and Secretary Mary C. 
Carter. 
Delegates will discuss 

the topic "If The Son 
Makes You Free, You Are 
Free Indeed," John 8:36. 

·The doctrinal sermon . will 
be the Reverend John D. 
Herring or his alternate 
Reverend Jerry Ganus 
followed by supper'. 
The Sunday session will 

begin at 10 a.m. with 
Sunday School being called 
to order by the Superin­ 
tendent and the lesson 
being taught by Deacon 
Dewitt Mathis. 
The Educational Address 

will be given by Mrs. 
Deloris Smith. Mrs. Joyce 
McKay will provide the 
solo. The Missionary 
sermon will be given by 
Reverend Idell Dixon or his 
alternate Reverend J.R. 
Godfrey. 
The union will close with 

communion to convene 
again on Ju e 29-30. 

, Convenes This Weekend 

By C. TRUMILLA 
McDOWELL 

The Hammond Creek 
Union will convene at 
Abbott sbur-g Baptist 
Church in Bladenboro 
Saturday and Sunday, 
March 30-31. 
On Saturday at 10 a.m. 

Moderator B.L. Smith will 
call the union to order with 
a prayer service led by 
m e s s en g e r s from 
Jerusalem and White 
Creek. Music will be 
provided by the union 
choir. 
Rev. J. W. Drye, host 

pastor, along with his· 
Sunday School superin­ 
tendent and B.T.U. 
president, will extend the 
welcome. Deacon Ottis 
McKoy will respond. 
The topic is "I Have 

Learned, In Whatever 
State I Am, To Be Con­ 
fident." Philemon 4: 11 will 
be presented by Deacon 
Burnie Currie. Mrs. Betty 
McKoy will sing a solo, 
followed by echoes from 
the field by Deacon Mat­ 
thew Cromartie. 
The introductory sermon 

will be by the Reverend 
Stanley A. Richardson or 
his alternate Reverend 
James Smith. 
Dinner will be served at 1 

p.m. and 2 p.m. 
Moderator Smith will 

reconvene the session with 
messengers from First 
Baptist Church in Eliza­ 
bethtown and Pleasant 



Plans Revival 

Revival services will begin 
at the Abbottsburg Baptist 
Church on March 28 and will 
continue thru April 2. 
I Rev. Phillip Me Lean from 
Bethel Baptist Church in Dub- 

lin will be the guest speaker. Rev. George Langley, pastor, 
ordially invites the public to 

'attend these services which be­ 
gin at 7: 30 p. m, nightly. 

"--· ...,_ •• ''-oo#"". • - 

Davidson: Mecklenburg Gazette 
Denton Record 
Dunn Dispatch 
Eden News 
Edenton: Chowan Herald 
Eliz b : Bladen Journal 
Elkin Tribune 
Enfield Progress ·) 
Fairmont: Times-Messenger y 
Farmville Enterprise ~ ~ 
Forest City Courier-Sun ~~\r 

MAR 2 ~ 1976 ~ 



JOHN ULMER 
NEWSPAPER CLIPPING 

SERVICE 

P. 0. BOX 2285 
DIAL 942-6950 

CHAPEL HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

RELIABLE, RAPID 
SPECIALIZED SERVICES 

• PROPER CLIPPINGS FOR PEOPLE 
AND ORGANIZATIONS OF ESTEEM 

• COMPETITIVE PUBLICITY 
CLIPPINGS 

• CLIPPINGS FOR TRADE JOURNALS 
• METICULOUS SUBJECT RESEARCH 

IN CURRENT NEWSPAPERS 
• DIGNIFIED SCRAPBOOKS AND 

MONTAGES FOR EXHIBIT ANO 
TASTEFUL PERSONAL USE 

• PUBLICITY ANALYSIS 



BHC HISTORY SHEET 

NAME: Abbottsburg Baptist Church COUNTY: Bladen 

ADDRESS: Abbottsburg, N. C. 28321 ASSOC.: BI a den 

ORGANIZATION: In 1869 a Sunday School was organized in a smal I vacant 
house in the vii lage of Abbottsburg, Bladen County, N. C. 
On Sunday, January 6, 1870 the members met to organize a Baptist 
Church. The Reverend Haynes Lennon met with them and served as 
moderator. Members were received into the church from neighbor­ 
ing churches by letter. Others came requesting membership by 
baptism. Twenty-eight men (including one Negro) and fifteen 
women were the constitutent members of Abbottsburg Baptist 
Church. 

NAME CHANGES: None. 

ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP: Cape Fear CE) 
Bladen 

1870-1892. 
1892- 

PASTORS: Haynes Lennon 1870 R. L. Byrd 1904-1912 
P. C. Connelly 1871 R. E. Sente 11 1913 
W. S. McDaniel 1872 R. A. Hedgepeth 1914-1915 
E. D. Johnson 1873-1874 J • M. Fleming 1916-1924 
D. J. Ray 1875 w. D. Pridgen 1925-1926 
Haynes Lennon 1876 Pastor not listed 1927 
E.W. Wooten 1877-1880 W. D. Pridgen 1928 
E. G. Edwards 1881-1882 J. 0. Ba 11 ard 1929 
w. R. Johnson 1883 R. L. Byrd 1930-1933 
J • w. Gurganious 1884-1885 A. D. Wooda 11 1934 
D. J. Clark 1886 Pastor not listed 1937 
c. L. Powel I 1886-1887 No report 1938 
James W. Register 1887-1891 c. R. Hester 1939 
Pastor not listed 1892 C. B. Horne 1940-1943 
D. C. Britt 1893 H.B. Bennett 1943-1954 
Pastor not listed 1894 Joe A -. Campbel I 1955-1959 
R. L. Byrd 1895 George Langley 1959-1965 
Minutes lacking 1896 Earl Lani er 1965-1966 
lppy Purvis Hedgepeth 1897- H. D. Harris 1967-1968 
Pastor not listed 1900-1902 George Langley 1969- 
w. L. Brisson 1903 

CEMETERY/RECORDS/DATES: 

HISTORIES: N. A. 
History of Abbottsburg Baptist Church. (In the BLADEN JOURNAL, 

27 Dec. 1962, p , 4. CNCCF} 
N. A. 

History of Abbottsburg Baptist Church. (In Bladen Baptist Association 
minutes, 1966, p. 25-26.) 

Pa it, Sarah B 
History of Abbottsburg Baptist Church, Abbottsburg, N. C., 1869-1970. 

cl970. 8 pagees. typescript (NCCFl 



BHC ACCESSION SHEET 

MAIN ENTRY: Abbottsburg Baptist Church (1870), Bladen Co., N. C. 

TYPE OF PAPERS; DATES: Minute books, 1926-1965, history sketch,1962. 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 4 Vols. Cmss.); I item (mss.) 

ORIGINAL FORM OF MATERIAL: Manuscript. 

HISTORY-SCOPE AND CONTENT (ABOUT AUTHOR AND MATERIALS): 

Abbottsburg Baptist Church (1870), Bladen Co., N. C. 
Records, 1926-1965. 4 vols.; I item. (mss.) 
Minutes of church conferences from November 7, 

1926 to March 31, 1965, including membership rol Is, 
financial records, association statistics, and 
loose papers; with a church history written for 
Homecoming, 1962. 

See finding aid in BHC. 
Loan, 1965. 

I. N. C. Church Records. 
2. Bladen County, N. C. 

NCCF: Abbottsburg Baptist Church 
She If Ii st. 

BLADEN 

REFERENCE TO A DESCRIPTION IN A GUIDE, OR WHERE PREVlOUSLY PUBLISHED: 
ORIGINAL LOCATION OF MANUSCRIPTS: 

Church records were returned to the church 
after microfilming. 

COPY IN BHC IF NOT ORIGINAL: Microfi Im. 

PROVENANCE/DONOR, CITY AND STATE, DATE OF RECEIPT/RESTRICTIONS: 

Loan for microfilming by the Reverend Earl Lanier, 
pastor of Abbottsburg Baptist Church. Abbottsburg, 
N. C., 12 Aug. 1965. 
No restrictions. 

LOCATION IN BHC: CRmf 13 

DATE: 14 March 1972/JRW. 



Abbottsburg - 1870 Bladen BLADEN 

1870 - Const. Jan. 6. Admit. to CAPE FEAR[E] 
1892 - Dism. from CAPE FEAR[E]. Charter member of 

BLADEN. 

• 



Abbottsburg - 1870 Bladen 

• 
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BHC DESCRIPTIVE LIST 

Abbottsburg Baptist Church (1870). Bladen County, N. C. 

CHURCH MINUTES: 

Church minute book, Vol. I, 1926-1942. 

Minutes of church conferences beginning November 7, 1926 with 
the 4.88th conference and ending with the 554th conference held 
November 21, 1942. Meetings were held approximately 2 per month 
with 4 meetings making one conference through the 490th conference. 
Beginning in November 1927 the meetings are on a monthly basis for 
the most part. This volume also contains lists of church officers, 
the Bui I ding Committee members, and several loose papers and member­ 
ship rol Is. 

Church minute book, Vol. 2, 1942-1953. 

Minutes of church conferences beginning November 21, 1942 with 
the 554th conference and ending with the 619th conference held 
September 20, 1953. This volume also contains lists of church 
officers, membership rol Is, attendance rol Is, financial records, 
statistics in the associational letter for 1944, 1945, and 1948. 

Church minute book, Vol. 3, 1953-1960. 

Minutes of church conferences beginning November 14, 1953 with 
the 620th conference and ending with the 663rd conference held 
September 25, 1960. This volume also contains membe~ship rol Is, 
a yearly summary (1954), attendance rol I, a list of church officers, 
and loose papers. 

Church minute book, Vol. 4, 1960-1965. 

Contains church minutes beginning September(?) 9, 1960 with 
the 664th conference and ending with the 688th conference, March 
21, 1965. This volume also contains membership rol I, list of 
church officers, and yearly summary, 1959-1963 and some loose papers 

CHURCH HISTORY: 

Manuscript ink copy of a history of the Abbottsburg Baptist Church 
prepared for Homecoming Day, October 21, 1962 by Sarah B. Pait. 
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HISTORY OF THE ABBOTTSBURG BAPTIST CHURCH 

ABBOTTSBURG, NORTH CAROLINA 

1869 ... 1970 

(Written by Sarah B. Pait) 

In the ye r 1869, a small vacant dwelling house, located be ide 

the railroad track, near the center of the little village of 

Abbottsburg, North Carolina, had become the meeting place of a group 

of Christians, for the purpose of conducting a Sab ath School for 

the selves, thejr children, and unsaved friends. 

It was Sunday, January 6, 1870, that this courageous little 

group et, not for Sabbath School, but to them it as a uch ore 

important occa ion. The Reverend Haynes Lennon had accepted t eir 

invitation to meet it the, and serve as oderator in the rg i­ 

zation of the First Baptist Church of A bottsb rg. Reverend Lennon 

also delive~ed the message for·the day, using for his scriptu e reading 

the sixth chapter o Jeremiah. 

Receivec' into the church th"\t tlay were 28 men d 15 wo en. So e 

req esting membership by Bapti Because our church e berc~ip today 

oft em ere coming ro other churches by letter, while other ca e 

includes many descendant of those cha ter embers, we il li'J't t e. 

MRle enbers, including one n@gro, wee: 

1 Ned ha Robinson (Colored) 

2. Jonathan Cashwell 

3. c. D. Russ 
4. c T. c hwell 

5. B. G. Thompson 

6. Ja es H. Ca hwell 

7. John C Cashwell 

s. Thomas L. Cashwell 

9. Dougald McTurner 

10. illiam Thompson 

11. James Cashwell 

12. J. K. Baldwin 

13. M. F. Carroll 

14 .. John W. Thompson 

15 .. Gus Gause 
16. G. W .. Gurganious 

17. Theo Faircloth 



18. Nevil Cashwell 

19. Andrew Thorson 

20. O. J. Rive11bark 

21. Jordan Revils 

22. James C shwell, Jr. 

23. Benjarnan F ircloth 

24. Thomas Kingon 

Female Members 

1. Harriet Casltwell 

2. Charlotte Cashwell 

3. Ann Russ 

4. MarT Thompson 

5. Amelia Cas ell 

6. Sarah Russ 

7. Effie Ed ards 

8. Dore s Turner 

9. Lyda Carroll 

10. Harriet Thompson 

11. Ruth Cain 

12. Mary C. Wilson 

13. Sarah_J. Edwards 

14. san Baldwin 

15. Mary ard 

25. Joseph Thompson 

26. Charley Tho pson 

27. H.B. Riven Bark 

28. D. C. Faircloth 

The Sincerity of these people is express8d in the fact that 

their firs:t matter of business as to appoint a co ittee to secure 

aid to provide real church house in hich to worship God. 

In March ft e ame year, a very f vorable repo t as roug ti 

by the committee. General Abbott, the founder oft e village, 

pro ised to give ~1,000, if the c 1rch wauld rise the same am unt. 

That as a large gift and a rather hi3h goal, but by October, 500 

had been raised, material d been donated, a plot of 1 d had been 

ecure at the lo er end o the vill ge ad ork on t e structure 

a~ well in ryrogress Reverend Lennon served as pastor that first year 

and it as der his leaders ip in October, 1870, that the first 

co union ervice was observed in the new church. We do not know 

what Revered Lennon received for his year of faithful service, but 

the rScords show that the seco1d pastor was paid 75.00. 

Reverend c. T. Connely steppe in on a well laid foundation in 

January, 1871, and continued the work begun and left by Reverend Lennon. 

As was the custon of the Jay, Reverend Connely held service for the 

colored folk, as well as the white people, and it was under his 

pastorate, October 26, 1871, that the church granted license to preach 
to Brother Nedham Robinson. Our colored charter member became the 



first ordained pastor to go from the newly organized church. 

Reverend W. s. McDaniel was pastor in 1872, and qeverend 

E. o. Johnson in 1873 and 1874. It was he who conducted the 

first mid-week prayer meeting in the church. During this tie, 

work was progressing steadily on the b ildi g and. to the people of the 

community, it was a thing of beauty. Although it as ·small, with a 

seating capacity for only about 50 per~ons, it had high 01alls that 

were hung with kerosene laMps that provided light by night and and 

dded a decorative touch by day. The roof was very sharp and the 

tall steeple held the bell that could be heard to ring out clear 

and sweet for miles around. The pulpit furniture consisting of the 

speaker's stand, a pew and two lamp stands were hand-make by 

Brother Troy Cashwell. The pew re ined in use and seated all of 

our preachers until we moved into o•r present building. 

November 25, 1875, under the p storate of Reverend D. J. Ray, 

the first Thanksg·ving service was eld in the church. The inutes 

read:' e met jut to give thanks to God for his blessings upon us 

in the past ye"r•" It Was December '.23rd of this sa e ye::i.r that 

Brother J •• Gurg~nious as duly ordained to the gospel ministry, 

d became the s~cond minister to go out from the church. 

qeverend R~ynes Lennon return~d as pastor for 1876, and it was 

this year that the B~ptist Hymn Book was adopted as the standard music 

for church worship. 

Reverend E. • Wooten w::-s pastor from 1877 u til 1880 and it 

w~~ his privilege to gr~nt a letter of disri~si n d license to 

reach to Brother evil Cashwell, our t~ird ordained minister. 

Reverend E.G. Edward~ was pastor the next two years and in Febru~ry 

1883, during the pastorate of Reverend W.R. Johnson, Brother James 

Cashwell was liberated to preech. 

In 1884, Reverend J. W. Gurgenious returned to serve as pastor 

for two years in the church that bad sent hi out only a few years 

earlier. He too, was privileged to send out another servant of Christ 

to preach the gospel. It was August 1885, th~t W. A. Westmoreland 

was ordained into the ministry. 

Reverend D. J. Clark was pastor for ~alf the year of 1886 and 

everend C. L Powell ~~nisheli. the year for hi and continued until 
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March of 1887, when hews relieved by QeverSnd James W. Register 

so that Brother Powell could go as a missio~ary to Africa. Reverend 

Register served as pastor until December, 1891 and during this time 

he enc our-aged the church to help support Brother Powell in his 

mission work. 

In snite of hard times the church, rospered ad the me~bership 

grew both in the church and in the Sunday School, so twenty years 

after the first little church was built, we find it pitifully outgrown 

and plans under way for a new and larger building. It was Nove ber 

21, 1891, th~t a plot of land was donated by Brother J. S. Cain and 

received by the church, uuon which to errect the new building. This 

piece of land was located on the opposite side of the road al~ost 

directly in front of what is known as ''Mrs. Neal Averitte's Home Place." 

We regret that we (lo not have any recorded Lnf'or-ma t'Lon for the 

next twenty years, but we do kno the pr-ono ed chur-ch wa b1Ji 1 t ~ The 

older citizens four co unity have nu~~rous and v ried em rie 

connected with the church. To s me it hrings the memory of ~eeing 

their ve y f · r t decor terl Chri tma Tree S me r emember- edd Lng s or 

the d occa~·on of funer~l~. hile other recall th tit a there 

t the old Alter Bench they were l~d to cc~ t J~su their S vi r, 

by fa'thful ini ter f the go nel. So e of hece re 

:re: 'Revere M. V. Mercer, D. Britt, R. I ... Byrd, W. L. Bri 

I. P. He ~~eth, Rol n Hedg~~tn, M. M. Flemm'ng and D. Pridgen 

There re m""ny ho very vi.v'dly r .. ~e. her the year 1927 nd 1928. 

It ..,,~ period f m ny ch nge • T e ie Lgh ch ol build· n~ 

erect~ d .overl it , nd u der t4e pa~tor te of Rev red . D. 

Prid~e , th churc tr1 ~tee arr nged to p•rchase and re-~odel the 

old chool build"ng which t od on our ~re ent c.urch =ite. This 

re odeling re ulted in obta"ning our fi t electric lirhts nd our 

first separ te cla r ms. To the chi dren, it was quite a novelty 

to be ttendi g S•nd School and orsh' ~ervice here they ~ad 

pt et ree R's in cho, It wa b t previou 

thiA 

y tryi gt g 

e tie tat w~ ag in ave i~f rmation four church ending out 

rd i ed mini ter. Revere~d Gar! nd S'ng etary be~ e ell not er 

and i remembered 

q •i. t e ell by t le four c 'ty t d y, ::.. t ras o e 
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fe ye r ~Got .t e ~~ ke mo~t intere~tlngly here. 

The old chool o ~e c 1rch, ~ it ha~ been lov"ngly c 11 d - ~ 

our 1 ce of or ip for 26 ~e ~~, ~ c it is i tee tin~ to te that 

'r f · r s t pa s t or- '"S the me Reverend ter RPverPnn ri~gen left 

~eve~~ nut r 35 :.er in 1°94. L. Byrd tat 

Reverend Byrd left u i_ 1933 ""nd 

.:;• ve by Reverend A. D.. o od e I 1 J. S. Jo 

C. B Hr e. 

"r ie Heeter, nd 

B Ben +t ""Ccen e nd 94, hen Revere 

fir t V cati n B; le it d"ri c 
Sc ool wa s held. I'" ha s bee eld e c Jear · ce th~t tie e cept 

1958, and i a very imp rtant part of 01r church a~t·v·ty. It as 

Alo Reverend. Bennett th t elped l~unch the p ~rm th t re lted 

i t e erecti n of o•r nre ent ild"n6• In Octo er, 1953, it only 

the s• -flooring Ia Ld , i.t "''"'S ir e tn con uct t e fi ct reviv 1 

to be held i thi Sanctuary. Soon after ti , ev•re"' Bennett g~ve 

his resignation, nd our ulp"t committee ent to work very pr~yerfully 

in an effort too tain the ri0ht ma for ou~ ch•rc. It~ s Jn~ ry, 

1955 w e t eir e forts wer e re ar ec it Revere d Jo:? C mp ell 

accepting their call nd br" gin~ t Ot!r 

u der .is de ic ted le d er-a Lp , re werrt f r• a d spi.r. t.ua lly 

i.a ci !ly, ~ o·r membership i ere s d and o• 

pro~re ed. By the fall of 1956, o sanc t nry va fir ishe , and 

co pletely f rnis ed ith e pe ·~a~ pulp"t 

o s t ,.. the o o•r 1n~ay Scho 

O!le by tever time• y c 1 

get amay fro t e"r 0 j b e re fort• · te in " ini:; s me excelle t 

c 1rc ad Reveren~ c~~ ell cold c penter~ and electricia 

al r ys e f Ur! orking side by side ith hove •ac c t e jcb. 

" rot er Joe", a m ny call 

eo~le oft e c • c~ anct 

uch · t rested i. t e you~ 

.. r-e cerrt 

J • 'fl'"'y, 959. labor. He was :vi th · lmoRt f r years 1 v 

in o s_rv'ce a Ou pul it committee rq cg n p e , e ver:,r 

Geor :;e ngl y. o t• o.t e in ob t 
ct~ very re~~ in_ years a ar-e He lias ee ,·t 

t n y that our churc i "ot fi ished. 
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U ner the leBdersh·~ of both of these ~ine ~en, we e co:ltinued 

to gro and our need for ore snace ~nd facilities T. ke it necessa~y to 

cont·n e ur building proiram. e are loo c-: ng f orwar-d to fruitful 

service for our I, rd int e coming years, and to those of y u here today 

that have had even a tiny nart in the grou~h of this chu ch, ve extend 

our sincere appreciation ad may God bless e~ch effort as "e continue 

in His service. 

FEBRUARY 2, 1970 

Te foregoing history 

t e ho~ecomin~ service, hel 

Si.ce that tie, rre 

nd it · s 1 oke f o var-d to 

as repare especially for nd read at 

t e third Sunday i_ October 1962. 

e obcerve th t date as a 

it i ter ct eac~ ye~r. 

nnua l vent , 

R verend La g_ey, ·h became o~r a tori J ly, 1959, c~_tinued 

to labor with U"' and for, pr-ov i ng i ... elf a capa le carpenter a Lao , 

Our or'e-inel floor plan fo-r S"nd.q_y School cla:::;sroo ~•as completed 

nd f r-n i hed •"it sh irs, but by that t Lme our e r 11 ent had i::ro·m 

f ster than the vor!t had nrogressed and we •"'ere still over cro 'ded. 

Somet~ing had to be done, so we did it. 

t the suggestion of the building committee, we obtained a loan 

from the bankand the service of a bu'ldin~ contractor Thi time e 

did ot feel th~t e should wait o do the work ourseives, as the need 

for sn~ce was urgent. 

Plans ere drawn •p for our present educational plant and the 

contract was let on Ma~r 31, 1965. T e ground breaking service was 

held n June with Mr. Ar.chie ford turning the first shovel. 

In September, 1965, shortly after this building program was begun, 

Rev~rend Langly felt the call from God to go to another c urch. e 

acce ted is resi n·tion w"th heavy he rts, but could not ~elp but 

rejoice in the thou ht tat Go ould use him to bleqs a!lother community 

a ab dantly a he had bee ab ess·ng tn us. 

I N vemb~r, 1965, Reverend Earl Ianier beca our pastor. Meanwhile 

the contr ctor ere ting r pid pr gres on c•r educ tiona pl nt, 

and it w s a pr oud moment for Reveren Lan· er, rhen he sa able t o 

cal Rev~rend Langley to tel hi t e project he e ed begi as 

c omp Le t ed , 
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Dedication serviceR ere held for our new buil i M<lrch 6, 

1966 with Reverend Lan,) f!'Y returning to bring the d ed Lca t io message, 

fter one year of ~rice, Revere ~n·er re~·gned i Dece ber, 

Hl66 and in Jl'ln"~ry, 19fl7, Reverend H. D. Harris ,..,...,e to be with us 

!t was dur-Lne h · e pastorate that we ere a le to p y off the de t n 

our educatin~al bu"l~in~ ad 

October, H:)67. 

Mr. Harris leff us in March, 1968 ... nd a;:;ain e e::-e as sheep 

note vur i g ~ervice washed in 

witho ta shepherd. As the pulpit committee et i to action ag in, 

after much e~rcning ~nd praying, they ere le to contact Reverend 

Langley to ask if he would crynsider returnin~ to us. He a ted to be 

~iven some time to think it ove~. e were m ch Ln pr ::er t at God 1 s 

will he done, and it was ~ith open arms tat we welcomed him 

back in January, 1969. 

were trying to decjde which was needed ore fnr our community and 

church, a full time pastor or a parsonage for a part time pastor. 

After much prayer, conference was called and the majority vote that 

th~ parsonage should come first. 

The building committee went into immediate action, an~ on 

August 5, 1969 Reverend George La ~ley oved is family into the lovely 

four bedroom brick home. This has been a long time dream of ny 

of nur members, and we feel that hav i ng our pa at or' in our communa ty 

will be a blessin~, not only to the Bant·~t ch ch eople, ~ t to 

all people in this area. 

On Sunday, February 1, 1~70, we celebr ted O'r centen"al year 

?~an or anize~ church. A wonderful ho r f • rs a rt e hip 

waB enjoyed by ~veryone as they!) id t.,..ih te to thPir fnnnr}e 

t~ying to recreate a pict re of their irst church 

Many atten~ed ors i ~er ice dre ed · the¥ on f the 

1 te 1800' , some of the dress bei 6 tat. ctu~lly rn by some of 

v 
v 

the charter me ber 

A orur it the c end ntere ti g d es I there re nv v 
pict res and art"cles of interest on d"s lay. 0 e of sp cial note 

w s the an ad e pew fr the T)U it of t e e rly er re ' hich 

continued to serve the pastor at Abbott burg unti t e pres nt 

furniture was placed in t'1e ch•rc ·n 1956. 

Reverend Laneley re the sixth c apter of Jere iah s hi 
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scripture, this being the same pasca~e that .as u~ed by Reverend 

Haynes Lennon on tliat e or-ab l e S·mday 100 ye'.lrs q~o To ma se it 

even ~ore reqlistic, the con~regation as led ~y the cho1r director 

in s i.ng i ng the old time hymn •vi t hou t the <>cc".,nani!llent of piano 
or orga • 

From t at ~irl'lt littl.e 12 x 15 foot bu i Ld I g with 43 iembe .... s, 

Ab ott b• r g , h' ch Ls "'till "' 11_ rur L c oremun i t.y , ha w 

::--r"gr~~se to a recor to be col'lmenned wit c~urch embership nnw 

179 and the Sunday School enr-o Ll.merrt is 169. It i w i t h thand'ul 

he rts ~or the ~$t P e~siv.g~, aP-d continui~e in an Eternal God, 

th~t bbott~b1rg Baptist C~urch goes ~orw~rd, beginning er ec nd 

ce t•ry i service for t~e Lo 1. 
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Burrelle's 

IN~ORMATION S~RVICES 

VBS next week 
at Abbottsburg 
Baptist Church ... 

The Abbott;t;rg V~ptist 
Church will o d acation 
BiOleSchool Sunday, June 1, 
tbrouzh Friday, June 6. 
The school will meet nightly 

from 6:30 till 8:30 p. m, from 
Sunday through Thursday. A 
sandwich supper will be served 
each evening. 
The Bible School will 

conclude on Friday with Family 
Night beginning with 
commencement at 6:30 p. m, 
and a hamburger/hot dog supper 
at 7:30 p. m, 
Classes will be provided from 

nursery to adult and everyone is 
invited. 
This year's theme is "The 

Great Kingdom Caper: 
Cracking the Character Code." 
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