Antioch - 1875 Haywood HAYWOOD

1875 - Members dism. from Waynesville First in May
to const. a new church in the bend of Pigeon
River near Crawford Schoolhouse rea in |ron
Duff.




Antioch - 1875 Haywood HAYWOOD

1875 - Const. Members dism. from Waynesville
First in May. Admit. to TUCKASEIGEE.

1886 - Dism. from TUCKASEIGEE. Charter member of
HAYWOOD .
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THIS 100-year-old building, An-
tioch Baptist Church, will see its
last homecoming Aug. 27. A new
sanctuary will house the
homecoming celebration next
year. The Rev. David Moore,

former resident, will be guest
speaker at the 11 a.m. worship
service on Sunday. A covered-dish
lunch will be served on the
grounds at noon. Special singing
will follow in the afternoon.
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Waynesville Mountaineer
eldon: Roanoke

Wendell: Gold Leaf Farmer
W, Jefferson: Skyland Post
Whiteville: News-Reporter
Williamston: Enterprise
Wilmington: Journal
Windsor: Bertie Ledger-Advance
Yadkinville: Yadkin Ripple
Yanceyville: Caswell Messenger
Zebulon Record
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""Harbin Is Speaker At Antioch Baptist Churcy

Dr. Mel Harbin of Lake
Junaluska will be the guest
speaker at a community-wide
revival at Antioch Baptist
Church_beginning Sunday at
7:30 p.m. Churches in charge
of the singing each night are
as follows: Sunday, Finchers
Chapel United Methodist:
Monday, James Chapel Bap-
tist; Tuesday, Rock Spring
Baptist; Wednesday, Crabtree
United Methodist Charge;
Thursday, Antioch. The public
is invited to attend. v

Eddie Nelson, deacon of the
James Chapel Baptist Church,
brought the morning message
Sunday in the absence of their
pastor, Danny Whitner, who is

in a revival at First Baptist
Church in Calabash. The True
Spirits of Sylva were guest
singers at James Chapel Bap-
tist Church Sunday night.

A Easter Sunrise Service
will be held at Crabtree United
Methodist Church at 6:30 a.m.
Easter breakfast will be at
Crabtree Baptist Church.
Another sunrise service will
be held in the Upper Crabtree
Community Cemetery. The
Mt. Zion United Methodist
Church will be hosts for the
Easter breakfast.

The United Methodist Men
met at the Crabtree Methodist
fellowship hall for breakfast
Sunday morning. Guest

speaker was Edwin Russell,
chairman of the Board of
Commissioners.

Family night will be held
April 14 at Crabtree United
Methodist Church at 6 p.m.

Dedication of Mt. Zion
fellowship hall will be held
Sunday, April 18 at 2 p.m.

Holy Communion will be
held April 4 at Crabtree and
mt. Zion United Methodist
churches. The offering will be
for ‘“The Great Hour of Shar-
ing.” :

The administrative board of
Davis Chapel Methodist
Church metat the home of Joe
and Dare Me¢Clure April 1.

Mrs. Ruby Bradshaw
honored hey granddaughter,
Jennifer Bragdshaw and her
sister, Mrs.Jim Best with a
birthday sSupper last Friday
night. Othexs attending the
supper Werg Evelyn Brad-
shaw and dayghter, Julie, Jim
Best, Wilpa and Doris
Messer, Troy and Joyce Mec-
Cracken ang jJ. Rogers of
Marshall.

Recent gsts of Mr. and
Mrs. Gaines)jeCracken were

Mrs. McCracken’s brother-in-
law and sister, Mr. and Mrs.
Herschell McClure and their
two granddaughters of
Candler.

.Birthday Wwishes go to Jen-
nifer Bradshaw, who
celebrated her 7y, birthday
March 29, Jennifer is the

daughter of Mr. anq Mrs. Ron-
ny Bradshaw,

Mr. and Mrs.
Ferguson and family
Mrs. Ferguson’s Mother Mrs.
Joe S. Davis with 3 surprise
birthday di S

y dinner Sunday, other
guests attending were Mr. and
Mrs. Carl Marler of Gastonia:
Pam and Wendy Davis; and
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Davis and
sons. of Tryon.

Some of the commupjty
folks celebrating their bir-
thdays this month are Avie
Francis, April 3: Burr Me-
Clure, April 3: Laura Da
Rogers, April 4: Ethel Davis,
April 5; Mrs. Ellis Smart
April 11; Ellen Davis, Apri]
14; Curtis Free, April 9; Billy
Free, April 11; Eula Clark,
April 15; Mary Webb, Abrij
18; Selma Russell, April 13;

Carlyle
honored

Gene Clark, April 19;
Palmer, April 23; Thad M
Cracken, April 23; Mart
Hawkins, April 25; and Shei]}
Griffin of Chattanooga, Tenn_}
April 1.

Glenda Messer and Terry
Henderson will be married
April 9 at 7 p.m. at James
Chapel Baptist Church. All
friends and relatives are in-
vited.

Kevin Smith, grandson of
Mr. and Mrs. J.D. Smith wag
honored on his third birthday i
with a birthday party Sunday,
His birthday was March 30,

M.B. Reeves is recuperating
at home after having surgery
last week at St. Joseph’s
Hospital at Asheville.

Adeline Hawkins, Edng
Messer, Lorena Duckett, and
Joyce McCracken visitedwith
Mrs. Ellis Smart last Wednes-
day. Mrs. Smart is on the sick
list. They also visited with Mr.
and Mrs. Gaines McCracken,
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Antioch

To Hold
Revival S

Dr. Ray E. Roberts will be
guest evangelist for revival
services beginning Sunday
morning at 11 a.m. at the An-
iioch Baptist Church. Services
will begin each evening at 7:30

p.m. and run through Thurs- /

day evening. Visiting singers
will be presenting special
music.

Dr. Roberts is from
Asheville and a former pastor
in Winston Salem and Kep- /
tucky. For 28 years he was gx- [
ecutive Secretary of the Ohio!
Baptist Convention. He is nowl
retired and lectures in colj.1
leges, associations, statel
meetings and revivals. 5

Jarvis Teague, pastor in-|

vites everyone to att;
y end.

oty

R

|
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Welcome Hill Baptist Church on Queentown Road
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Antioch Baptists Burn Note At Dedication Of New Church

By GROVENE PRESNELL

The Antioch Baptist Church
in the Iron Duff community
had a special noteburning ser-
vice recently to dedicate the
church. The Rev. Claude Con-
ard, Baptist director of mis-
sions, was special guest at the
service and the Rev. E. S.
Morgan delivered the sermon.

When construction began on
the new building in April, 1979,
around $100,000 was in the
building fund treasury. On
Sept. 21, 1979, the church bor-
rowed $50,000 at an interest

rate of 9% for 10 years to com-
plete the construction. Hardly
four years later, on Aug. 8,
1983, the debt was paid in full,
with dedication services set
for the end of October.

The church was organized in
1875 by a group of 20 people
who met in a log building
known as the Crawford
School, which stood just below
where the present building
now stands. The first pastor of
the church was W. H. Conor
who served for two years.

In 1887, church construction
began on one acre of land

which was given by J. M.
Crawford. Men of the com-
munity hauled logs from Cove
Creek and built the church.
Two years later in 1889,
dedication services were held.

During the early 1900’s, of
ferings ranged from $7 to $12,

sometimes reaching $20 per
largest in-

Sunday. The
dividual offering was $2 and
the pastor was given whatever
was received in special offer-
ing, which at times was no
more than $3.50, a((mdmg, to
church records.

ANTIOCH BAPTIST CHURCH on Iron Duff, at the pre-
sent, and before the 1877 frame structure was remodeled.
Organization in 1875 by 20 people, it has grown to 301

Snem pers.

A special note buring secvice was recently held

By 1920, membership had
grown to 38. Around 34 pastors
have served the church over
the years. Some of the more
familiar names are Rev. Doug
Davis, better known as ‘‘Uncle
Doug,” who served a total of
33 years nonconsecutively,
Yoder Davis, E. R. Treadway,
Forest Ferguson, Tom Erwin,
Lucius Rogers, Bale Rogers,
Jarvis Underwood, Clarence
Taylor, Frank Early, Gaye
Chambers, M. H. Raby, and
Jarvis Teague.

The Rev. Teague first serv-
ed at Antioch in 1942. He was

elected on June 14 and filled
his first appointment Aug. 16,
1942, At the end.of one year, he
left the church to enter
seminary at Southern Baptist
Seminary in Louisville, Kent.
Again in April 1963, he became
the pastor and has.served in
this capacity since.

Many improvements have
been made since Antioch was
organized. In the early 1950’s,
the auditorium was renovated
and brick was added to the
weatherboarded structure
which was graced by stained
glass windows. To finance this
remodeling job, the sum of
$800 was borrowed and was
paid in full December, 1953.

Land was purchased from
Grover Hogan and an educa-
tional building was added in
1963-1964. Again in 1967, the
church purchased property

from Hogan, which was used
for -enlarging the church
cemetery and parking area.
The church driveway and
parking lot were first paved in
1969, but three years later, the
driveway was changed, mak-
ing entrance to the church
more accessible.

On May 29, 1970, the church
note was burned for the in-
debtedness on the educational
building.

Special services were held
to celebrate the church’s 100th
anniversary on August 20-24,
1975. Those taking part in this
celebration were: Rev. M. H.
Raby, Rev. Frank Early, Rev.
Arlin Freshour, Rev. Gaye
Chambers, and Glenn Brown.
Homecoming on Sunday clos-
ed the services.

In July, 1976, the church
voted to allow the Young

Men’s Class to build a picnic
shelter which served a very
special purpose during the
building of the present struc-
ture. When weather permit-
ted, the morning worship ser-
vices were held under the
shelter. At other times; the
members met in two
classrooms which were divid-
ed by a folding curtain.
Children’s church was held at
10 a.m. and Sunday school at
11 a.m., alternating with the
adults to give room for all
members to participate in
both services. The picnic
shelter is also used quite fre-
quently for many church and
community activities.

Plans were beginning to be
made for a new church
auditorium. On July 3, 1977,

members voted to accept floor
plans drawn up by architect,

Robert H. Moody, and on Aug.
20, 1978, members voted to
start construction on a new
sanctuary.

The last church service held
in the old auditorium was on
March 4, 1979. The following
week, men of the church
began tearing down the struc-
ture. By April 1, grounds were
made ready for Don Crawford
and his employees to start
construction.

By August the auditorium
was enclosed enough to have
homecoming.

Almost one year later, on
March 9, 1980, the new church
was complete and the first ser-
vice was held. May 17, 1981, a
joint dedication and baptismal
service for 17 candidates was
held. Lunch in the new
fellowship hall followed.

Many gifts have been
received by Antioch Baptist
Church. Libby Fisher Ether-
ton established a library in
memory of her mother, Myr-
tle McCracken Fisher, who at-
tended church there as a
young girl. Mrs. Etherton has
continued giving books over
the years.

The church grounds were
beautified when the landscap-
ing was contributed by Doyle
Justice, one of the church
members.

The most recent gift wast
given by the late Gussie Med-
ford and her nephew, Robert
Burress. Proceeds from the
sale of the trailer owned by
Mrs. Medford, and a thousand
dollar gift by Mr. Burress will
be used to start a youth pro-
gram at the church.

Not only has the church
been the recipients of gifts,
but they have honored the
Rev. Teague with some during
his pastorate. A trip to the Ho-
ly Land was given on his tenth
anniversary. An automobile
was given to him in 1981, and
on May 22, 1983, the congrega-
tion honored the Rev. Teague
with a ““This is Your Life’’ pro-
gram and presented him with
a clock and a gift of money for
a vacation of his choice. This
marked his twentieth year as
pastor of the church.

Progress has been made at
Antioch Baptist Church over
108 years. It has grown from a
membership of 20 to 301. / 7

/
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¢ A’Qt_io(-h Baptist (Jhurgh will have

v the Rev. Tom E. Lolley of Old Fort

as evangelist. He is missionary to
Westen North Carolina for the Bap-
tist State Convention of North Car-
olina. The pastor is the Rev. Jarvis
Teague.
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ze demolishes

Antioch sanctuary

By MONICA COLLINS
Staff Reporter

Members of Antioch Baptist Chureh in Iron Duff
today are searching through the building for
belongings that may have survived the Sunday
morning fire that destroyed the 12-year-old church
sanctuary.

The cause of the fire was still under investigation
Monday morning. Randy Fugate, Haywood County
assistant fire marshal, said when firefighters
arrived at the church at 12:45 a.m., the blaze was
so hot that a crew sent into the church basement
was forced back outside.

Fugate said 40,000 gallons of water were needed
to douse the flames because the building is so Jarge
and because high ceilings made the fire difficult to
control. It took seven local fire departments, 95
firefighters, seven Haywood County Rescue Squad
members and several deputies three hours to get
the fire under control.

Haywood County Sheriff Tom Alexander said his
department is also looking into what cauged the
fire.

“Right now, there are no signs of any kind of foul
play,” Alexander said this morning.

The church’s 250-member congregation won't
give up because of the fire, the Rev. Joe Medford
said this morning. Antioch’s congregation will
meet at the Haywood Baptist Center on Paragon
Highway beginning Wednesday at 7 p.m.

Medford said the church will meet there until the
church’s education building, which suffered only
smoke and heat damage, can be repaired to hold
the congregation.

Medford said although losing the church sanctu-
ary is traumatic, Antioch members are already
moving toward recovery.

“Yesterday afternoon, I was there, and there
was a large group of our teenagers crying and
hanging onto each other,”” Medford said.

‘“After they had a good cry, I saw them going in
(to undamaged areas) busying themselves and
getting out things that were not damaged. It was a
good, constructive attitude and a good way to
respond to it — after we all cried, we got together

(§ee BLAZE on Page TA) >
ee BLAZE on

Antioch Baptist Church was damaged when the
building burned early Sunday morning. The

——

Jon Serenius Phote

Clyrch piano, left center, fell through the
Sctuary floor to the basement.
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Blaze razes church sanctuary

Co 3 helped build th
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Investigators still
uncertain of cause
of blaze at church

By MONICA COLLINS
Staff Reporter

“The building is gone, but the
church is still here.”

Those words, posted on a
lighted Antioch Baptist Church
sign in Iron Duff that burned
earlier this week, symbolize the
spirit of the church’s congrega-
tion, the Rev. Joe Medford said
this morning.

Investigators still aren’t sure
what caused the early morning
fire. Bill Matthews, State Bureau
of Investigation western district
field supervisor, said the SBI is
still looking at several possible
causes for the fire.

Matthews said the SBI believes
the fire started in the church
sanctuary, and are looking
closely at light fixtures and the
area where the church organ
once was located.

However, he said the cause
may never be determined be-
cause of the extent of damage,

Matthews said arson has mnot
been ruled out.

Although damage to the church
is more extensive than first esti-
mated, Medford said members
are trying to keep a positive
attitude. The congregation is
meeting temporarily in the Hay-
wood County Baptist Center.

“We had a splendid group on
Wednesday night,”’ Medford
said. ‘‘Also, we have some wo-

men who have taken some dishes
frop the church kitchen and are
seribbing them clean. We think
well be able to save some of
thoge.”’ ‘

The congregation thought it
woud also-be able to salvage
chairs and some tables from the
chureh’s education building, but
even after being cleaned, those
items still smell strongly: of
smoke, he said. Church members
will try again to scrub the smell
from the furnishings, he said.

Medford said church members
had at first thought the education
building damage slight, but now-
it appears that, too, will need
extensive renovation.

“The ceiling will have to be
removed, and the insulation is'
heavily damaged,”” Medford
said. ‘It looks like it will be a'
major job just to repair that.
Even some of the electrical
switches on the walls, ones that
are plastic, have melted.”

Medford said county fire chiefs
told him they believe the fire
may have started because of a
short in the church organ. 2

Meanwhile, the church was vis<
ited by insurance adjusters this
week, who took pictures and
asked questions about the fire. '

Medford said he doesn’t know
yet if the church will get the
entire $260,000 of the policy.




Rebuilt
church
robbed

Equipment taken

from sanctuary

By HEIDI K. VAN DINE
Staff Reporter

Just as it was beginning to get
back on its feet after a fire
destroyed it a year ago, the Anti-
och Baptist Church suffered
another blow this week.

Thieves broke into the not-yet-
opened sanctuary Tuesday morn-
ing and stole several thousand
dollars worth of sound
equipment.

The church all but burned to
the ground last April after a
blaze gutted the 12-year-old sanc-
tuary. About all that was left
standing was the church’s fellow-
ship hall, where the 250-member
congregation has continued to
gather.

“We just about had the new
sanctuary ready,” said Wilma
Crawford the church secretary....

““It just needed the pews.”

Crawford said church mem-
bers had passed by the sanctuary
in Iron Duff around 7:45 a.m.
Tuesday and found the building
secure. Then, when they stopped
by only an hour or so later, the
church had been broken into, she
said.

‘““We had just got a good stereo
system, and they got it,”” Craw-
ford said.

The Rev. Joe Medford, pastor
at the church, said three doors
had been tampered with, and the
locks had been forced with a
hammer and screwdriver.

A sound board, a camcorder
and tripod were taken, said Med-
ford, who estimated the loss at
more than $6,000.

Crawford said the thieves also
took the boxes the equipment

(See CHURCH on Page 6A)
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(Continued from Page 1A)

came in, and believes the crooks
may try to sell the stolen goods.

“(Officers) seem to think jt
must have been more than one
person,” he said. ‘“The sound-
board alone weighs about 70
pounds.”’

Medford said the church also
had been broken into a few
months ago. Law enforcement
officers found a broken window
in one of the Sunday school
rooms. Nothing was tak/en in that

e

i

incident, however.

“They think someone probably
just needed a place to stay and
came in to spend the night,”
Medford said.

The church is only a few feet
from Interstate 40, which may be
one of the reasons why the
church has been a prime target
lately.

“We’re in the process of put-
ting in a burglary alarm Sys-
tem,” Medford said. ‘““Electronic
‘eyes’ will spot any movement in
the church and will set off an
alarm.”

But installing such a system
takes time, Medford said, and it

isn’t completely in place, yet.

“I guess they’re going to work
now v h greater zeal to get it
compleied,” he said.

Medford said he hopes a new
insurance policy that the church
upgraded only a few months ago
will cover the latest losses. If not,
he said, they will simply have to
find a way to replace the stolen
equipment.

“It’s just another one of those
things,” he said. “We’re going to
have to deal with it.”’

. The incident is under investiga-
tion with the Haywood County
Sheriff’s Department. i

~
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Antioch Baptist Church

Antioch-Baptist-Church was organized in the old Crawford
School House in 1875. The new church was started in 1887
with dedication services being held in 1889. On April 7, 1991,
12 years after a new sanctuary was completed, the church
was destroyed by fire. After many months of clean-up and
construction, the congregation dedicated the new sanctuary
on Oct. 25, 1992.
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Burn victim returns to joyful church home

Iron Duff man’s survival described as a miracle

By DAWN WILSON

Staff writer

urn victim Ray Milner wanted to go to
B church on Easter Sunday. He made it,

despite the explosion and fire that almost
claimed his life two months earlier.

Milner was seriously injured at his Coleman
Mountain Road home in February when a propane
gas heater exploded in his face. :

Against the odds, Milner survived and aitended
his church service on Easter. He is scheduled to
g0 home from Thoms Rehabilitation Hospital
today,

Easter Sunday proved an emotional time for
parishioners of Antioch Baptist Church, who
describe Milner as a giving person.

Milner, 73, suffered burns on his neck, face,
arms and upper- thighs in the accident. The explo-
sion went up a stairway, also injuring Milner’s wife,
Edith. Ray Milner was immediately transferred to
the burn unit at Bowman Gray Baptist Hospital in
Winston-Salem.

Doctors at Bowman Gray told family members
they didn’t expect Milner to make it through the
night.

“I'm a miracle, there’s no doubt about it ... I
should not be here,” Milner said.

His story is about faith and about 1 ¢latives and
neighbors who rallied around the family in their
time of need by repairing the house, starting
prayer chains, and going to Winston-Salem to help

the family.
The fire

Milner was in his basement, working on the
tank, when it exploded. The explosion sealed the
doors shut, in effect locking its victim inside. Mil-
ner escaped by breaking open a smail window in
the basement and pulling himself out, said Regina
Haynes, one of Milner’s daughters.

The fire went up the stairs and destroyed most '\

of the first floor of their home. Edith Milner wa§

O See BURN, Page §A)

a)

Dawn Wilson photo
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Physical Therapists Art Lynch, left, and Priscilla
Raach-Mason work with Ray Milner, center, at Thoms
Rehabilitation Hospital.
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able to escape through a side
door. The heat from the flames
had melted the phone, and Edith
left the scene to call 911.

Despite his injuries, Milner had
the foresight to get into the cars
and move them away from the
house, Haynes said.

Milner’s response was a part of
the “fight or flight” reaction. Dur-
ing this reaction, the body’s
senses are sharpened, the person
is able to think with unusual clari-
ty, and adrenaline sometimes sup-
plies super-human strength, said
Priscilla Raasch-Mason, one of
Milner’s physical therapists at
Thoms Hospital.

“When he was moving (around)
he did not realize how bad he
was,” said Art Lynch, another
physical therapist at Thoms.

Milner was brought into the
burn center with 45 percent of his
body burned. To further compli-
cate things, he contracted pneu-
monia and infections, he said.

Despite the problems, Milner
pulled through.

After leaving Bowman Gray,
Milner came to Thoms Hospital
in April. His room was decorated
with coloring book pictures from
grandchildren and photos of his
b("low-d dog and cows. Though
Milner said he is feeling well, he
still cannot feed himself due to
limited use of his arms and hands.

He sings the praises of neigh-
bors who rallied behind them dur-
ing this tough time, and especially
for those who prayed.

“We don't have the words to
express our appreciation for all
the prayers that have been

offered up,” he said.

The support

Hours after the accident, com-
munity members were already
repairing the house and praying.
The community volunteerism
enabled the Milners to replace

the damaged first floor of their -

home.

When Milner was being taken
to Haywood County Hospital and
then to Bowman Gray, he was
unconscious most of the time. But
there was one thing Milner was
aware of. When the ambulance
pulled away, he saw about 35 peo-
ple on his front lawn having
prayer.

“I'll tell you how the Lord
works,” he said. “The Lord woke
me up to where I could see them
praying.”

Giving back

Neighbors say they were sim-
ply giving something back to a
man who has given so much to
his chyrch and community.

.”I‘here's not words to describe
him, he’s such a wonderful per-
son,” said resident Floyd Frisbee.
“He prefers to help someone else
rather than help himself ... he
drops what he’s doing and comes
to help. The young people at
church thigk there’s no one like
Ray Milner, He’s been like a dad
to me. He’s a fighter, and if any-
one can pul] through, he can. He
trusts in the Lord, that's what
pu“lled’him through.”

He’s probably the kindest-
hqar ted person I've ever met,”
said ngdra Wood, also a member
of Antioch. “T think its still some-
thing that shook us up. It made us
aware of what he means to us. It's
like a miracle to see him again.”

€ fire and Milner’s injuries
d(*“(*ply distressed the community.
. _“Everybody was heartbroken.
They walked around in unbelief.
You could not speak his name
without starting crying,” Frisbee
said. “Ray Milner always said one
_til{ng: It dfﬁsn't matter how bad
1L 18, everything will he ight.’
That’s the faith he hag ” s

Immediately after the accident,
members of the community
started a massive prayer chain
Local churches were asked to
pray. Milner’s friends from ou¢ of
state were called and asked to

_pray.

Dawn Wilson photo

Ray Milner with his wife, Edith. Ray Milner survived an
accident against overwhelming odds.

“The whole U.S. was praying
for him. If there’s a.God, God
answers prayers, and I'm sure
there is a God,” Frisbee said

The Easter Sunday that Milner
returned to church was an inspi-
rational and tearful time.

“I thought it was amazing how
he had recovered,” Frisbee said.
“It’s his willpower, faith and the
prayers. It’s a walking miracle to
see him.”

Milner has served as a deacon .

at Antioch Baptist Church for 25
years and was chairman of the
benevolence committee.

“Just about anything that goes
on in this church, he was involved
with it,” said the Rev. Steve Tay-
lor. “Doctors talk about that

miracle child ... in all actuality, he
shouldn’t be here.”

“There’s only one route to go,
and that's with the Lord. If you
turn loose of the Lord, you've lost
it all,” Milner said. “As long as
they have faith in God, they come
out victorious. He never fails.
He'll stay with you as long as you
hold to him.

“Thanks ten thousand times for
all those who prayed for me,
Although I was badly wounded, 1
knew they were praying for me: .
thanks to all the people who came
and worked on my home, who fed
my cows, looked after my dog.

“That’s the kind of neighbors
we've got. There’s no way we can
repay them.”
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'THIS 100-YEAR-OLD church will
house its last worship service
Sunday as members of Antioch
. Baptist Church, Iron Duff, launch

NP5 e vy

e bt o s 4 0

a new sanctuary building
program. Special services are
planned Sunday to mark the
closing of the old sanctuary.

“oee o WaGABEVI (I8 MBUNTaTREAr
Waldon: Roanoke NW|

~ Old Antioch Church
. Plans Last Services

Special services, the last
ones to be conducted in the
present sanctuary of Antioch
Baptist Church in Iron Duff,
will be held March 4. Plans
have been made to start
construction on a new
auditorium in April.

Antioch Baptist Church was
organized in 1875 by a group of
20 people who met in a log
building known as the

Crawford School, just below

where the present building
now stands. The church was
given the Biblical name,
Antioch, by the Rev. W.H.
Conor, who served as the first
pastor. 4

In 1887 construction began
on the present auditorium on
property given by James M.
Crawforg, Dedication services

aptist Slate Service '

were held in 1889.

Several improvements have
been.made over the years with
a remodeling job in the early
1950s and an educational
building added in 1963-64.

The present enrollment has
grown from a membership of
20 to 219. $

The Rev. Jarvis Teague,
pastor. of the church, invites
all former members and
residents to attend this ser:
vice: 2

If you-use raspberry pres
serves as a filling for jellyroll
cake, you may want to force
the preserves through a fine-
mesh strainer, to remove the
seeds, before spreading on the
cake. ¥

§

On Home Missions

Hogue, director

hae five children.



