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ﬁ INTRODUCTION ﬁ

During 1995 the church of my youth will celebrate the occasion of a
two hundredth anniversary. There will be special recognition and

homecoming activities to take place during the month of September.
Many people and events will be recalled by members, former pastors,
the present pastor, Rev. Tim McQueen, and friends, who will gather
together to remember, rejoice and celebrate the momentous occasion.

My own enthusiasm began to build when I heard plans were under
way to celebrate the occasion. Memories began to flood my mind,
some forgotten, hidden away deep in the crevices of my brain, just
waiting for a ‘tug” to be called forth, so they could be enjoyed once
more. Some of them are in this book.

These accounts are not to be considered a part of the church history.
Someone else has written that. This is my own personal account rel-
ative to my own journey in this historical place, I lovingly call, my
‘home church.” I consider this a companion to the church history. I
hope the reader will also consider it as such.

May the memories written here cause the reader to discover and
remember some memories of his or her own. I am appreciative of the
many people who helped teach us and those who helped with leader-
ship in this dear church. I appreciate the good that has come from
those days. Now I look to the future of this church. May her guiding
spirit continue forth through the grace of God, and the good and
faithful servants of Spring Branch, be an influence that sinners will
heed. May they also be blessed in thesr Christian journey here, as
they seek the light of the world, Jesus.

Happy reading!! Happy memories! May the reader discover his own
personal memory that has been waiting for a nudge, to be called
Jorth, remembered and enjoyed again. I hope so.

Manry B.
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Any time my family went to church when I was a child we went to Spring
Branch Baptist Church, which was the church of my parents and grand-
parents. My Dad’s family has some ties to the history from the beginning.
Also, the family was very fond of Preacher J. A. Campbell, pastor for
many years. This made it the one and only church for them to attend.

RECALLING SPRING BRANCH MOMENTS

One of my earliest memories of Spring Branch was attending Sunday
School in the old building, long ago torn down. If memory serves me cor-
rectly, it was the first building designed as a sanctuary for the Spring

Branch membership.

On Sunday mornings we (children) would gather in the old building ‘for
Sunday School classes, then a bell would be rung at the hour’s enq signal-
ing it was time for us to go to the new building for morning worship.

My memory of Reverend Campbell is rather vague; however, I remember
a picture of him very prominently displayed in the new building and for
some time I thought it was a photograph of my great-uncle Bobby Bass,
who was a devout Christian and an active member of Spring Branch, (that
accounts for my mistake, as to me they looked very much alike.) When
Reverend Campbell passed away, and the news reached Spring Branch,
all the members began to cry. For them, it was like losing a family mem-
ber. I wasn’t old enough to fully understand how pastorates were deter-
mined, so in my childish mind I was concerned about the survival of the
church. With all the crying I thought this meant the end, because we no
longer had a preacher (pastor).

I remember asking my grandmother (Eula Jackson), “Grandmother, what

will happen to Spring Branch?” I don’t remember what her response Was,

but it must have been something like “We will now have to find another \
preacher”, because I don’t remember having any further concern about

the future of Spring Branch and having a place to come to worship.

Church history records the number of years Rev. Campbell was pastor. !
Because of his educational connections and later through Glad)js

(Strickland) Satterwhite, we were afforded the privilege of h?anng someh

well known and renowned speakers giving it a special place in the churc

community, making it without equal in the area (country).

-




MOMENTS (continued) ﬂ

There will be things said and written about Spring Branch in years to
come. The things shared here are my own personal accounting, which I
hope will be interesting and hopefully provoke other memories of those
who have attended this church sometime during its historical journey.

Going back to the earlier building, after it was no longer used for Sunday
School classes, it became property of the Woodmen of the World (by
‘ what route I do not know). In those days children in our community
walked to the “main” road to meet the school bus. Qur “stop” was at the
church. The building served two purposes for us. First, it was a curiosity
because we had heard there were strange things stored in it that the
woodmen used in initiating new inductees. Nothing stirred our imagina-
tion more than what might be stored in that building!! The second pur-
pose: on rainy days it was our refuge from the rain as we waited. It had a
fairly large entrance area (today it might be called a foyer), so we would
gather in the old “Woodmen Lodge” with our books and lunches to be
spared most of the heavy rains, and on the really cold days we would
retreat to the lodge to avoid the harsh winds that were really bone chill-
ing sometimes. At least it knocked the worst of the wind off of us.

We missed the old building when it became no longer safe for us to use
it. Next, we were allowed to use the entrance to the new building if we
made certain not to strew or make a “mess”, so we used that building less
frequently and with a lot less intrigue that we had waiting in the old
Woodmen Lodge. Some twelve to fifteen of us school children met the
school bus at this stop. My, what memories I have of those days!!

£
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i PRAYERS AT SPRING BRANCH

Every church survives because of faithful saints and a lot of prayers.
Spring Branch is no different. I'm sure there have been some prayers that
have been uttered by some youngster that has warmed the heart ofa
teacher or stirred the emotions of some parent along the way. M?“Y souls
have been won to Christ because someone prayed for a child, nelg}}bo"'
or loved one that is still true. Prayer is the life blood of the chgrch, its
growth, its mission in reaching the lost, teaching and serving in Wor k for
the Lord is accomplished because of prayer.

There are two prayers I shall always remember that took place at Spring
Branch - come to think of it they were both uttered by the same member.
Let me digress to say among the most lengthy prayers I remember at
Spring Branch were prayed by Rev. Addie Bain. Rev. Bain was A
Methodist minister who would attend Spring Branch on the Sund?YS le
was not preaching at his own church. His wife, Mrs. Etta was a falﬂl(f:lf :
member of Spring Branch, and a good Sunday School teacher. Therefor
Rev. Addie would frequently attend church with Mrs. Etta. Now back to

the prayers I remember.

One summer it had been usually dry. It lasted longer than usual, because
it was so hot and dry the creeks were drying up.

Crops were really beginning to suffer; the situation was reaghmg the ;l:?e
cal point. Some crops were drying up and the more susceptible 'o{letZr

in danger of being a total loss. On this particular Sunday, t!le minis ber
called on Thomas Henry Hinson for our dismissal prayer (I re.rr.len;d
correctly). Mr. Thomas Henry prayed. During his prayer he peut;:’: o
the Lord to consider our suffering and our need for rain to refres ey
crops. As we walked home from church that Sunday, someone ré id
about Mr. Thomas Henry’s prayer and commented that we Cert H
need the rain. Well, where we lived we could see the sky for q“‘te;e
tance and the sky was cloudless, as it had been for days. Justas fvflsky
reaching our house someone noted a wisp of 2 cloud in .th.e fa;' o 5 i
Though we were hopeful, it really didn’t look very promising for rai.

dinner the cloud had
our Sunday dini  ded (and pra yed

By the time we finished preparing
increased, it now appeared we would get the much n

-




|i PRAYERS (continued)

for) rain. The shower was (as Bill Williford called big heavy rains a “frog
strangler”) really a heavy shower.

Now in those days Spring Branch had no Baptistry, so the Baptismal ser-
vices were held in Mr. Ammie Alderman’s pond, and usually in the sum-
mer. (The pond is now barely a creek just north of the present building.)

This occurred on the Sunday that the Church had scheduled a Baptismal
service that afternoon. It had rained so hard the pond was flooded and
not safe for us to use, so the Baptism Service was cancelled.

The other prayer that I recall was entirely different. Mr. Thomas Henry
had a brother, Galveston, who attended church regularly but didn’t seem
to be very vocal, and to my knowledge never taught a Sunday School
class or held any church office. On the other hand, Mr. Thomas Henry
was a Sunday School teacher of a teen-age boys class for many years as
well as a dedicated deacon. (La Marr Stone recalled Mr. Thomas Henry’s
“squinty eye” during his “senior” recognition recently, recalling Mr.
Hinson’s influence on him as a Sunday School teacher.

One Sunday at the close of morning worship the preacher said, “I call on
Mr. Galveston Hinson to dismiss us with a prayer.” After a very pregnant
pause Mr. Thomas Henry, who was seated right in front of Mr. Galveston,
began to pray. I thought to myself that is Mr. Thomas Henry. Did he mis-
understand the preacher? After the service ended someone asked Mr.
Thomas H. had he misunderstood the name? He replied, “No,” he smiled
slightly and said, “I knew Galveston wouldn'’t pray in public so I went
ahead and prayed (for him).”

Galveston who looked a little flustered said, “I'm going to tell the preach-
er not to call on me again!” Apparently he did, as I never heard his name
called again to lead in prayer.

¢

&
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YOUTH RALLIES

In my high school and late teen years the pastor was Eugene Ensley, a
student at Wake Forest College (located at Wake Forest at the time). His
home was Wilmington, N.C. A tall, handsome, single, young man. He
promptly let it be known there was a girl friend back home. I suppose it
was to avoid a flood of young ladies attempting to catch his attention,
because rare would be the parent who would object to their daughter
being seen with the handsome new preacher! Not only that, parents felt
they could trust the preacher to take proper care of their daughter.

During Mr. Ensley’s pastorate at Spring Branch, no doubt because of his
youth the number of young people increased. Among the things he was
instrumental in doing while in the pastorate was to hold youth rallies. I
seem to remember they were held monthly. They were fun, good fun. We
also had good attendance as well. Other churches in the area didn’t have
young, good looking ministers so, we had a real “drawing card.” Our
attendance fared quite well. Also a plus for the rallies was the young fel-
low college students he invited to come with him for the rallies. They
were usually our inspirational speaker or provided some special music
which he looked forward to. Not the least of the attractions was our
opportunity to meet and get to know college students. We rarely had this
opportunity since only a few of our young folk went off to college.
Therefore, it was exciting to meet them and hear about college life. It was
exciting for us to hear about something we looked forward to experienc-
ing in our own future.

Many of those student’s names have since been forgotten. However, one
I still remember is Troy Bennett, who served as a missionary in
Southeast Asia. Years later he returned, together with his wife, shared
about work they did on the mission field. Sometime later I had the unex-
pected opportunity to meet and get to know their two daughters Rebecca
and Debbie (Rebecca at work and Debbie at my church).

The rally programs were generally songfests, quiz type games, inspira-
tional messages, and concluded with some type of simple refreshments.

There was no such thing as television in our area in those days and only
scattered record players (usually 45 RPM), a cassette record player




ﬁ YOUTH RALLIES (continued) i

probably wasn't even on the drawing board at that time. To plan our pro-
grams and rallies we had to be creative in providing entertainment. The
radio and record player were the only technical resources available for
programs. Therefore, creativity was imperative in planning our entertain-
ment for these rallies. The old “Funology”, was a very handy book. (I still
have mine.) This experience probably accounts for many of us, (who are
fast becoming today’s old timers) having the creative abilities we have
and enjoy today.

Some adults attended the rallies. Two of our greatest and most active sup-
porters that helped us many times were Mr. John R. Stone (again) and
Mrs. T. C. Gilbert, (Flora Hutaff's mother). Their faithful support led us
to ask them to serve as our adult advisors, which they agreed to do. They
seemed to enjoy their time with us and served in that capacity as long as
the rallies were held.

Spring Branch had no fellowship hall. The youth or their family provided
the simple refreshments. Just the same I doubt the youth today have any
more fun that we did back then. Even with all the entertainment equip-
ment of today, I doubt they could. Those were simple days, but they were
fun.

fa)



SUNDAY SCHOOL

In the building that was damaged by Hurricane Hazel there were Sunday
School classrooms located under the balcony, as well as additional rooms
just back of the sanctuary (behind the pulpit). None of the rooms was
heated in the way churches are heated today. The church addition had a
small oil heater in the assembly area only. We wore coats, caps, and
gloves trying to stay warm in Sunday School. In summer it was hot. In
this part of the church we could open the windows and to help circulate
the air we used those funeral cardboard fans to help us be a little more
comfortable. Days in spring and autumn with moderate temperatures
were more pleasant.

My most vivid memory of a Sunday School classroom is the classroom
under the balcony. It seemed to almost always be uncomfortable. In sum-
mer the heat could be oppressive and in winter the chill was nearly
unbearable. Our young ladies who tried so hard to look stylish would
often wear open shoes in winter and would find themselves freezing in
the process. After electricity was installed in the church our class decided
we could solve the problem by purchasing a small electric heater for our
relatively small classroom. We raised the money and the purchase was
made. We proudly plugged the heater into the socket; then turned it on.
Soon heat was radiating from it. Great! It felt so good! We were so proud
of the promise of a warm room, we were content. Just as we were getting
comfortable the current went off! Ignorance of load demands of electrici-
ty, and because power wasn't always dependable in rural areas (as expect-
ed today), in those days we attached no significance to the outage. A
member who was responsible for church maintenance checked and found
the electric meter switch has been “thrown” and he proceeded to turn the
power back on. Unaware of the cause of the power failure we were happy
when the power was restored. Soon the heater radiated heat again. Just
as before, as soon as we were beginning to get comfortable, the power
went off! Still we were not aware of the cause of the power failure.
Minutes later after the heater began to work, a member checking around,
quietly opened our classroom door and asked, “Do you ladies have an
electric heater in here?” We proudly answered, “Yes.” Much to our dis-
may our new heater was the problem! He explained the reason for the
power failure was our precious heater “over loading” the switch box and
cutting the power off! So our source of heat was shelved and once again




SUNDAY SCHOOL (continued)

we were destined to a cold classroom

I will never forget what one gentleman (I don’t remember who) said after-
ward. “You ladies wouldn’t be cold if you would wear sensible shoes.”
What happened to the heater I don’t remember. If the heat situation was
ever solved prior to the move to the present site, I don’t remember it.

Thank goodness for the central heat in our churches today. It is truly a
blessing in comparison to what churches once had. (Those pot-bellied
metal stoves that you gathered around until services or classes began.
Then those who sat close by would be roasting, while those seated a few
feet away would be “freezing to death.”) I doubt that any heating system
(of today) will ever produce the stories or the memories those pot-bellied
stoves of yesterday have!

Early Church
Woodman Lodge
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MISSION ORGANIZATIONS

I don’t know just how far back WMU goes at Spring Branch. I do remem-
ber being asked to lead Girls Auxiliary while I was probably TOO
YOUNG to be a leader of such responsibility. Add to that the fact I had
absolutely NO experience or exposure to Girls Auxiliary so I found
myself scrambling to learn and searching for ways to be the kind of
leader that would encourage the girls at Spring Branch to learn about
missions and at the same time enjoy doing missions projects.

I don't recall how well things went in the beginning. I do remember that
along the way we tried something that may have sparked some attention
to GAs. A plan for initiation was made. I don’t remember all the things we
asked the new candidates to do, two that I do remember were GLENDA
GODWIN was asked to wear UNMATCHED SOCKS to school for a
specified number of days and another girl was asked to wear the same
dress to school an entire week. Apparently it paid off because our number
in GAs was pretty good for a country church because we had some fifteen
or more girls in our membership at Spring Branch. (TODAY G.A. is Girls-
In-Action)

Along the way I became a member of the YWA (Young Woman's
Auxiliary) as did my sister RACHEL. Together with other teenagers at
Spring Branch we were led by VIOLET “BILL” WILLIFORD and we had
some great times. I don’t remember who our officers were but we also
did missions projects.

We also became a part of the ASSOCIATIONAL YWA and traveled to
other churches in the association for these meetings. The church did not
have a bus or van then, so we found a friend in MR. JOHN R. STONE
who was always able to manage the time and provided the additional
transportation we needed to make the trips to attend these meetings. In
today’s language he would have been our SPONSOR. One office I held
while a member of YWA was Vice-President of the Associational YWA.

Some of the names of our YWA that I recall are: (in no particular order)
LOLA GLOVER, JOYCE and JUNITA LEE, WILLOWAY NAYLOR,
WINIFRED NAYLOR, LORETTA and IRIS LEE ROWLAND, EFFIE
PEARL BEASLEY, VIVIAN TART, ALINE BEASLEY, MARGARET and
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ﬁ MISSION ORGANIZATIONS (continued) ﬁ

MARIE TEW, their sister ELIZABETH, FLORA GILBERT, and later
ANNIE NEAL ROWLAND, JOYCE JACKSON, SHIRLEY MARIE STICK-
LAND, SHIRLEY KATHRYN HAIRR, and MARY LOU CORE. I'm sure
there were others so to them I apologize, but memory just simply fails me
at this writing.

MISSIONS is very much a part of Spring Branch and no doubt many
accomplishments have been made through the years such as support for
migrants, assistance to the less fortunate, offerings for Home and Foreign
Missions, as well as in recent years supporting some ladies who went on
VOLUNTEER MISSION TRIPS TO BRAZIL AND TRINIDAD. Also just
this year more members have gone to BRAZIL, and two members will be
going to INDONESIA.

It was because of my participation in YWA and the desire to attend YWA
CAMP AT RIDGECREST one year that when it was learned that I
planned to go to RIDGECREST that year, some members (MR. STONE
was one) took up money to SEND ME TO RIDGECREST! When the final
amount collected was counted not only did they have ENOUGH TO
SEND ME TO RIDGECREST, THERE WAS ENOUGH TO SEND ONE
OF OUR G.A.s TO ASSOCIATIONAL G.A. CAMP!!

What a blessing it has been for me to have been a member of this church
and the background of opportunity received at SPRING BRANCH has
proven to be most valuable for me. THANKS TO SOME VERY DEDI-
CATED PEOPLE IN THIS CHURCH. THEY ARE RESPONSIBLE for the
good training and valuable experience which has proven helpful to me in
the years since. (Presently I serve as W.M.U. DIRECTOR of a sister his-
torical church.)

Earlier this year VIOLET “BILL” WILLIFORD was recognized as Senior
Woman of the year. Part of her recognition included a reunion of ‘her’ for-
mer YWA “GIRLS”. WHAT A REUNION THAT WAS! It was an honor for
me to be a part of that recognition. W.M.U. and MISSIONS is still alive

and well at SPRING BRANCH. The record this year is a testament to that

fact.
&
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ﬁ MUSIC AT SPRING BRANCH ﬁ

Music has had a special place in Spring Branch history but there have
been some problems to occur where music was concerned. Let me
explain what I mean.

There were “song leaders” during my days at Spring Branch. Singing has
always been important to the church. My! How many “old favorites” [
learned while growing up in this church! The songs have been a real
comfort to me many, many times.

When I was quite young | remember Mr. Willie Dixon as song leader, fol-
lowed by Mr. Daniel Warren. The pianist was Mrs. Violet Willford
(Freddie’s mother). The church depended on her entirely. Well, some-
time after Mr. Fred died Mrs. Violet moved away and Spring Branch was
without anyone on hand to play the piano. The church had depended on
her for every service and was not prepared for her departure. David and
Jessie Herring had seen to it that their girls were taking music lessons.
Without much choice Olive Grey Herring became the church pianist at
the grand old age of nine years. Sandra, her sister, played also but
seemed to be satisfied to let Olive play for most church events. I shared
somewhere that Olive was the youngest pianist ever at Spring Branch,
then Mrs. Gladys Satterwhite shared her story with me. It seems Spring
Branch let this problem happen once before! I hope I remember it correct-
ly. It seems when Gladys was about nine years old Miss Delitha Naylor,
who had been the organist for years, got married and left the church to
be with her new husband, leaving no one to play the old “pump” organ!
So Gladys became the organist at age nine. However, she had to “pump”
and play at the same time! Olive Grey did an outstanding job as pianist.
People would come to Spring Branch and they would be amazed at her
ability. When I was planning my wedding, I secretly wished the church
had an organ. One day I said to someone I would really like organ music
for my wedding. Frank Hinson said, “Don’t worry about it. I can’t guaran-
tee it, but I feel sure my aunt is planning to give an organ to the church.”
Sure enough, that summer, not too long before my wedding day, Mrs.
Lola Lee Guest donated an organ to Spring Branch! My wish had become
a reality. The church had an organ and Olive Grey at age eleven played
my wedding selections on that organ. A gentleman who was employed for
a Raleigh television station and a guest at our wedding, said later, “I
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MUSIC (continued)

watched the young lady who played for your wedding and she didn’t miss
anything that went on, and didn’t miss a note!” Olive played for worship,
funerals, weddings and programs. Many visitors had a hard time believ-
ing what they saw and heard. Mr. A. E. Lynch came to Spring Branch one
summer to assist with the music for our revival. Knowing Gladys was no
longer at Spring Branch (she played many times after Mrs. Violet left),
Mr. Lynch asked if someone was to play the piano as he led the music
during the revival the following week. He was told we did have someone.
When he was introduced to Olive Grey as church pianist, he told us later
that he had suffered grave doubts about our music for the revival. She
was about ten at that time. Before the week ended Mr. Lynch compli-
mented her and informed the church she had been able to play any music
he had needed, and that she had done very well.

That experience was indeed a happy one for Spring Branch. I'm glad to
know many parents are encouraging their daughters to take music
lessons. This should assure there not be a likely repeat of this experience
any time soon. I hope not!

I remember another experience of a lack of musical talent. I sang in the
choir at Spring Branch when there were no robes and many times no offi-
cial choir director. At times when there were funerals there would not be
a sufficient number of singers to compose a choir, then a church quartet
would be asked to sing, or at times families requested the quartet. In
such cases, it usually consisted of two men and two women. Avis Tew
Raynor was the alto in the quartet, Daniel Warren sang tenor, Fred
Williford would sing bass (he didn’t need a mike to enhance his voice). If
Gladys was available she would sing soprano.

Like other young ladies mentioned before, Avis also got married and
moved away, leaving no alto (trained) for the quartet for these musical
needs. [ remember when Mrs. Sarah Eliza Alderman died, her son (who
was a musician) was living with her at the time and approached me and
asked me to sing also in the quartet for his mother’s funeral! I was doubt-
ful. However, he helped me practice and I sang with the quartet my very
first time at Mrs. Alderman’s funeral. (After Mr. Fred passed away David
Herring sang bass in the quartet.)

b
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USIC (continued)

1 don’t remember singing at many funerals. However, I do rerfnttlalmbef
once when a funeral was held in the front yard at the l'lome 0 ehad o
deceased, the quartet was asked to sing. We had no piano, so we s to sing
sing without the aid of any instrument. When the time came fofr uone of
during the service we could not get on “key” not even near it, : or & il
the hymns. I don’t remember the name of the family, and don twaﬂfelt g
remember how bad it sounded, that's enough! It was awful and we :

bad for the family. I doubt that they ever request the quartet again,

know I wouldn't have!

Daddy (Liston Jackson) loved to sing and enjoyed the hmns we sanv%eilt
church. He would sing and we children would join in the singing a$ £
worked in the “pack house” or as we “barned” tobacco fmd even as \:il
“hoed” cotton. We enjoyed the songs we learned while in church an
Sunday School at Spring Branch.

Today the choir has robes, a choir director, both a pianist and anhorlga -
ist, and they sound good! Music is alive and well at Spring Branch.

enjoy the many hymns I learned at Spring Branch and love them still.

£
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For as long as I can remember there have been homecomings at Spring
Branch. I don’t know when they began but certainly before I can remem-
ber. My first recollection is that the annual Homecoming Day took place
on a week day, usually on a Friday, and in the summer. Farmers would
leave their crops to spend the day hearing a visiting speaker, visiting with
returning former members, and sharing a covered dish dinner prepared
by the ladies for the occasion.

SPRING BRANCH HOMECOMINGS ﬁ

The table composed of boards fashioned like sawhorses placed at inter-
vals supported the chicken wire stretched and fastened to the sawhorses
making one long table on which to place the food. The ladies covered this
with linen cloths (usually white), then placed their tasty dishes on the
table. They would stand by, fans in hand to shoo away hungry insects
(vellow jackets) that were always attracted by the fragrant banana sand-
wiches and desserts. In those days one of the special treats was sand-
wiches because they “traveled” well (and sliced bread was relatively new
on the market as well), a change from our standard fare of homemade
biscuits.

One feature of the usual homecoming program agenda was the annual
roll call of the church membership. Someone would read the names and
call them out orally from the pulpit. Members’ names were called one by
one, each would respond “here” or “present” when his or name was
called. The church clerk generally was the one who called the roll.

This was done toward the end of the morning program, as a youngster I
remember it took a long time to call all the names. It seemed inter-
minable since we knew “food” was next on the schedule. Also, I remem-
ber it wasn’t unusual to see some member quietly slip outside once his or
her name had been called. I don’t know if it was the boredom of listening
to all the names left to be called, or maybe anxious to get out and get the
food on the table, or a need to go to the outdoor toilets, getting ahead of a
rush at the close of the morning services. (I never found out, but no
doubt all three reasons applied.)

I don’t remember the reason I was asked to call the roll one time, I did
call it once. It was not an easy task - far from it! I didn’t wish to do it
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HOMECOMINGS (continued)

again. [ saw names [ hadn’t seen before, names I had no idea how todpfo'
nounce and worst of all names of some members who were decease
whose names had not been deleted from the roll!

I can’t remember just when homecoming was changed to a Sunday, posst
bly during or shortly after Eugene Ensley’s pastorate, because d“f‘"g !us
pastorate we decided to have a Thanksgiving Harvest Day (described in
other writings of the church’s history) which proved to be a more pleas-
ant season, and I feel sure it was more convenient for the farmers. Along
with that change, the roll call was dropped. Not many members have
missed it or if any regrets over the omission of the roll call have bfeen
mentioned, I'm not aware of it. I know I haven’t missed or complained
about the omission.

The beverage at homecoming dinner was not tea as we are accustomed
to today. We had water, from a hand operated pump that stood o the
church grounds. It was over a built up base of brick or cement with 2
drain basin and spout that directed the run-off water in a desired direc-
tion. There was a handy dipper (sometimes a gourd, other times 2 me
one) that would hang from a portion of the base, or a nearby post, that we
caught water in as we operated the pump. The dipper may have Se.“’ed o
a common cup, until folks realized the danger of spreading germs i
using the common cup. Also in summer you needed to pump several Cups
before drinking any water because the sun heated the metal pump and in
summer the first few cups would be truly hot water.

Another thing many members did before homecoming day, was to clean
up the church cemetery. This was a chore that was most often n‘eglec
until the approach of homecoming. Thanks to Mrs. Maggie Williams
(Thomas’ mother), that chore was taken care of when she persuaded the
church to institute a perpetual care plan. It has proven to be an enhance-
ment of the church cemetery. The more uniform appearance 1S an asset
which I appreciate even more now that both parents and my husband are
at rest in this special garden spot (to me).

These things will be things I shall remember as Spring Branch celebrates
her two hundredth anniversary. Many people will be remembered, many



ﬁ HOMECOMINGS (continued)

events will be recalled, many former members will return to renew old
acquaintances and share in the joy of this very special homecoming.
There is a lot of history embodied in this membership. Many people have
passed through the doors and found places of service in the community
as well as in many parts of the world; those who have done so have been
a testament to the influence of the members of Spring Branch who were
and are consecrated Christians who bear witness to their faithfulness of
the work and the word of the Lord by their very words and deeds.

I count it a blessing to have been a part of this membership and hold dear
many special memories of this church. I feel very blessed to have trav-

eled along a portion of its historical path, and look forward to the celebra-
tion of the two hundredth anniversary and homecoming with anticipation.
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PEOPLE I REMEMBER

There are some people I recall whose names are probably only on the
church roll book (roster). None of them were ever leaders to my knowl-
edge, but were faithful members, and attended services regularly. One
was Mr. Wiley Robertson Bass. I don’t remember much about him,
except he was tall and slender. He was pretty much a plain man. [ remem-
ber at his funeral Rev. I. K. Stafford remarked that Mr. Wiley Robertson
was faithful in his attendance and that he always said, “Preacher, that was
a good sermon.” (or some similar comment).

Another was “Uncle Matt” Naylor, who was a bachelor. I was a little
uncomfortable around him until I was old enough to understand “Uncle
Matt” wasn't weird, he suffered epilepsy. At times he had seizures. I wit-
nessed one or two, but because children didn’t understand this we avoid-
ed him. There was no known medication to help his condition in those
days. You could never tell when a seizure would occur, therefore children
were reluctant to be close to “Uncle Matt” at any time. He was a quiet
gentle soul but since we never knew when a seizure might occur, and we
didn’t understand them, we never got to know him well.

Uncle Reddin Hairr was another. He came to church regularly. He had a
wry sense of humor. He never was a leader of any part of the church pro-
gram that [ am aware of, but one thing that we as children took note of,
he had this great big truck (tractor) like no other member we knew.

My grandmother “Sallie” Norris was one. Her family attended church at
Spring Branch. She grew up in this church. When she and grandpa
Henry Norris got married, their union was much like the “Addie Bains.”
Grandpa was a primitive Baptist. His denomination did not practice or
believe in Sunday School as a part of their worship service. How they
arrived at the arrangement for attending worship service I never heard. I
never heard any question or problem regarding their pattern of church
worship. On the Sundays Grandpa’s church had services (usually month-
ly) the family went with him to church. The other Sundays the family
attended Spring Branch. While the family participated in Sunday School
Grandpa would sit quietly in the sanctuary and meditate. Although they
went to the primitive church, none of the children ever joined that
church. Grandmother Sallie never taught a class or held any office that I

b



ﬁ PEOPLE (continued)

heard about, she was a faithful member, those who knew her never
doubted her love and devotion to Spring Branch Baptist Church.

Grandpa Joe Jackson may have held an office. I don’t think he did. He too
grew up in Spring Branch, and was a devoted member. He departed this
earth after living into his nineties. Among my memories of him, one
stands out. It relates to the infamous hurricane “Hazel” which wreaked

' havoc on much of North Carolina in October 1954. Her fury was felt
throughout the state. Spring Branch was not spared from that fury. An
investigation of the damage revealed the building had suffered some
structural damage, which undermined it for continued future worship ser-
vice. The recommendation was for extensive repairs or to rebuild. The
suggested recommendation was to rebuild. Grandpa Joe loved that dear
building, and hated to see it go. He spoke for renovation. He voted that
way. The votes were to rebuild. Grandpa didn’t agree but he lived with
the decision. Some years later when the present building was completed
with the splendid new features of additional space in the sanctuary, and a
fellowship hall for other worship relativities, there was not one member
who was happier or more proud than my grandpa Joe Jackson.

A church is people. It includes those who lead, teach, and work. It
includes those who attend regularly and quietly participate in the fellow-
ship and worship, supporting the church in its mission of proclaiming
God's love. These ingredients make the church what it is. Without people
like those named above and many members like them the church would
not survive, We are grateful for those who teach and lead. Let us also be
thankful for those quiet souls who witness in their quiet way as well.
Every church needs them.

#

b
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“l REMEMBER” CREDITS

I wish to thank Mrs. Lucile Lumsden Joslin who so graciously edl;ed 1 K
majority of the material in this book. Mrs. Joslin who has a M.D. egdri .
in Medicine, worked in the medical profession, however not as a meotﬁce
doctor. In recent years she worked as an editor for the NCAE State o
of Publications. Now retired, she does many good deeds for others. o
is a personal friend, a special one, whose friendship I treasure. [ am gra
ful for her help with this book.

P e . ook
I appreciate those names mentioned in this book, without them the b
would not be possible.

1 am grateful to good Sunday School teachers and church leaders atood
Spring Branch who influenced by life in many ways. Among many &
school teachers I am grateful to Mrs. Louise B. Jackson, who a'lwaY:hat I
encouraged her students to do more. She inspired me to do things
might not have tried to do otherwise; while in school and since-

I'am grateful for good and loving parents, Liston and Flonnie s
who trained us to do good and do the right thing. They expected 9 :;13?
productive. They reminded us many times, though we h.ad Pttle o

ly goods, we were just as good as anyone else, we i“St.d‘fl“ t havti 2;se
much. I feel they succeeded in this. I feel certain my siblings Ear! Grey,
Rachel, Hazel, Donnie, and Faye would agree.

ings I
I'am thankful to God for all of the above, and for many other blessings
have been privileged to enjoy.

¥ * t
Thank you, to all who found time to read this book. If you enjoyed it, e
will make it an added pleasure for me.

s
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SPRING BRANCH
BAPTIST CHURCH

ROUTE ONE
DUNN, N. C.

1 7 Feler—c], 969

| WAS GLAD WHEN THEY SAID LET Us GO INTO THE HOUSE OF THE LORD.
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Addition Completed,

First Service Sunday

Rev. C. Gary Long, pastor of
Bpring Branch Baptist Church,
Bince August, 1960, will have one
of his greatest dreams fulfilled
Bunday.

At the morning worship serv-
1ice service that day, he will de-
liver the first sermon in the spac-
lous new church auditorium,

Construction of the new church
kegan in August, 1964.

Rev. Mr. Long said today “that
these have been the happiest
years of my entire ministry work-
ing with the fine people at Spirng
Branch.

“They are an inspiration to any
Minister,” he added.

| News of other events in con-

jnection with the new addition will

tbe announced in a few days. REV. C. GARY LONG
—




SPRING BRANCH BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday April 4, 1965

Sunday School 9:45 Morning Worship 11:00
Evening Worship 6:00

WORSHIP THROUGH MEDITATION

Organ and Piano Prelude
Doxology
Invocation
WORSHIP THROUGH PRAISE
Hymn
Welcome and Recognition of Visitors and Friends
Responsive Reading and Prayer
WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING
Offertory Hymn
Offertory Prayer
Offertory Prelude Organ and Piano

WORSHIP THROUGH THE WORD

Choral Worship

Sermon C. Gary Long, Pastor
Invitational Hymn

Benedictlon and Choral Response

The beautiful flowers in our church are given by Mrs. J.
C. Strickland in loving memory of her husband, J. Claude
Strickland.




REVEREND C. GARY LONG

Rey, Long, the pastor of our church, came to Spring

Br h
ek in duges¥ of '19501 YGed®Rils wife Doris, end childres

Gar
Y and Collette live at the parsonage. His untiring

®fforeg

and devotion to his Lord and this church have

ind
¢ed been qp inspiration to all who know him. Gary Long

hag ;
® indeed 4 special place in Spring Branch history.




SPRING BRANCH

There's a place I love dearly
Jt's close to my heart

This place, sacred to me,

Has been from the start.

4 child, I was instructed
O0f God's love and His grace
By many good teachers,

In this special place.

Friends by the hundreds
Have gone various ways
Wherever they g0

They cherish these days!

Nuch history abounds
As the years unfold
There's much we know,
But more 1is untold.

Fistoric Spring Branch
Celebrate today!

I feel richly blessed

Having come YOur way!

Look forward, Dear Church,
Teach God's word anew

Sing loud its truth
From pulpit and pew.

Mary J. Barham




HISTOR ICAL SKETCH

Historic old Spring Branch Baptist Missionary Church
located on Route One, Dunn will celebrate its one hundred
and seventieth anniversary April 5, 1965.

The church Is thought to have been organized on
April 5, 1795 according to an inscription on an old wooden
sideboard still in the community. The simple inscription
reads thus: "Spring Branch Church organized April 5, 1795."
This piece of furniture, handed down for at least four
generations from "Gentleman'" Bill Strickland, is believed
to be owned by Mrs. Doreen Bass, a great-granddaughter.

This Information, however, is In conflict with the
following data: Old Mingo Church, thought to be the parent
of Spring Branch, was the name it went'by unti! 1832.
There are no records to be found of the early Mingo Church,
only collateral references furnish clues until 1832, As

early as 1797 Mingo was one of the churches enrolled in
the Old Neuse Association and sent deiegates regularly to
its annual meetings.

The church contributed regularly to the objectives
of the Assocliation as well as to the cause of missions.
All went well unti! 1832 when there came about a complete
church split over missions. The "Hardshelis" who were
"Anti-missionary" in spirit belng in the majority, ordered
the missionary-minded to get out. They did so, going
about three miles west and early began to worship in a
new barn that had just been built but had not been used.
This barn was offered to them by Henry M. Wiiliford, a
Presbyterian. The barn stood about where the old ediface
did stand near the D. M. Williford place. |t was located
Near a branch named Spring Branch, hence the name of the
c??rch. Later (about 1840) Mr. ‘Dawson's name ‘appeared on
°n the church roll.

The first church slte was located on the Dawson land,
N€ar Strickland's mill. This mill is now owned by Mr. Joe
Jernigan. The land was later owned by Mrs. Ludle Gilbert,



first wite of Mr. T. C. Gilbert. The Gilbert children
Still own the land.

"~ In the meantime, Mr. Joseph Dawson, seeing how the
"Hardshelis" had driven the "Missionarles" out, proceeded
to.drive out the "Anti-missionaries," saying it was all
wig Property. They moved up on the Smithfield Road and

, Settled down at a place called Spring Hill, but later moved
back and pyjrt a church-house southeast of Dunn, near
What has since been known as the Tryus Thornton place

' Near the present Sills Crossroads on US 421. This church
"hich still holds services is about three and one-half
Miles from the present Spring Branch Church and continues
to be known as 0ld Mingo.

The old church building which stood until 1945 (but
Yas ysed as a Woodman Meeting Hall several years prior to
this) was probably built before 1875. Into this building
“eNt some of the timber used in the barn church that was
torn down to make room for a larger and better bullding.

't was at Spring Branch when the Raleigh Association
M€t October 10, 1846, in the old barn-church, that Matthew
T. Yates was accepted as their missionary to China.

The church building that was used until 1960 was
dedicated in the Spring of 1905, less than 12 months after
the construction was begun.. About 1910 four Sunday School
fooms were added.

Or. J. A. Campbell who was pastor at Spring Branch
from 1888 1o 1934 would make the trip to this community
By horse and buggy from Buies Creek. He would often spend
the Night with members of the church. It was brought to
our attention recenthy by Mrs. Viola Strickland that Dr.
Camppe| | gave the pulpit furnlture used in the Sanctuary
When the Churcﬁ was built in 1905, This furniture is
Presentiy in use In the education bullding of the church.

-+ Campbel|1g work as a teacher and pastor lives on, for

5 truty Influenced souls who are witnesses of a good man
Ca“ed of God.,

As Complete a Iist of pastors as is available follows:




Stephen Senter, Jesse Howell, A. B. Alderman who served
tWo or three pastorates, Rueben Fisher, J. M. Beastey,
W.C. West, W. M. Page, J. T. Townsend, Samson D. Willifaord,
William Bland, I, T. Newton, J. A. Campbell (45 years),
G. Scott Turner, A. L. Brown, C. H. Caswell, G. G. Grubb,
e Stafford, A. Lincoln Faulk, Eugene Ensley, Richard
Smith (first full-time pastor), E. D. Flowers, Robert
Harris ang presently C. Gary Long.

About 1948 the church decided if It was to grow it
Must have a full time pastor; this would mean a parsonage.
Under the leadership of Eugene Ensley, plans were made
and construction begun. Mrs. A. E. Alderman donated the
'and for the parsonage near the church site. The men of
the church did most of the work. The ladies brought
UNChes to feed them on several occasions.
” thon April 20, 1952, a ded{cation service was held
Parsoe Parsonage. At the same ‘time the.keys of the new
Smith:age were given to the Rev. Richard Smith. The
e were the first occupants of the parsonage, moving

't June 1952. They had two children while living

t e
QU Smith was the first child to live in the

to beJuaniFa Lee and William Winders were the first couple

wed in the parsonage. (7]
minedlntoCtober 1954 Hurricane "Hazel" whose damage under—
buildinh? Church's foundation caused concern as to the
RenOVatf A It was no longer considered safe.
to buII:ns did not seem wise, therefore the church voted
- lInvestigations were made as to location and

Cost,
dde Under the leadefship of Rev. Richard Smith plans
und

a trac:rway for a new bullding. Freddie Williford traded

a”dlateqf land for the land then in use by the church

Price " sold additional land to the church at a very low

pha . Harvest Day offerings were designated for the
Poseqd

Servic New building. This Annual Harvest Day and Offering
vice wag begun while Eugene Ensley was pastor.




't is believed ground breaking ceremonies for the
New Education Building were on the first Sunday in October
of Is& With Rev. Robert Harris in charge. Once more
the members did most of the work. On Harvest Day 1960
the church nelg its first services in the new Education
B“i'ding. This service was conducted by Rev. C. Gary
Long. The completed Education Building included an assembly
il kitchen, rest rooms, heating plant, water system,
Rrasigy Church office, and Sunday Schoo! classrooms for
e - departments.

No history of Spring Branch would be complete without
® history of the Sunday School. From 1795 there was a
Church 1n tne community. From [832 there has been a Spring
Sranch Veéry near the presant site, but not until 1865
NS there 4 Sunday School. It was organized by Mrs. A. B.
Alderma“, wife of the pastor at that time. Her husband
g away Preaching in other communities except for one
Sunday €ach month; so she determined to organize a Sunday
Schoo| that there might be a regular Sunday Service even
he the pastor could not be present. She and her two
Sone Jacob and Ed walked the two miles each way as ?er
husband had the family mule for his pastoral circuit.
t s a fair guess that nearly everyone else walk?d thus
early éverybody wore home-made clothes. It is saun tnat
everyb°dy carried his Bible to study. There was a "Singing
(1355 after Biple study. With the coming winter, Sunday

2991 Was suspended until spring. Those succeeding Mrs.

Alderman as leaders of the school are as follows: Gillespie

C. Williford, Joseph Naylor, D. H. Dixon,
11927t Dawson, 0. p. strickland (42 years!, Miles Naylor,

b Bl xom, iR, Warren, A. E. Alderman {son of Mrs.
: derma” who organized the Sunday School), J. 6l New:o:,
v Harris, L. w. Core, C. 0. Glover, Edgar Naylor,

i itlips
HaWH. Hinson, wayne Lee, Earl Core, Casper Philllps,

e Stone, and presently Jimmy Johnson. R
life SInging has always held a big ptace in

llespie
Spring Branch. The second Superintendent, Gl p







that the first service will be held on the anniversary
Wweekend, April 4, 1965

This Sanctuary is one all members can be proud of and
thankful to God for such a lovely place to worship.

This has been a full and eventful history for a grand
old church - Spring Branch. God Indeed has been good.

Let us enter into His gates
with thanksgiving and into
His courts with praise

Psalm 100:4
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But let judgment run down as waters, and
righteousness as a mighty. stream. Amos 5:24
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were sent regularly to the associational annual meetings. Monies were
also contributed to missions.

The first church building was in an oak grove near Strickland’s
Mill and the old Joseph Dawson place. Things went well in the church
until 1832. The members began to have a dispute over the support of
missions and the sending of contributions to the association for that
purpose. The majority, who were anti-missionary, told the others to
leave. This latter group formed the congregation known as "Spring
Branch." This group was given permission by Henry M. Dawson, a
Presbyterian, to use a newly-constructed barn for their meeting house until
they could build themselves a church. This building was across the road
from our present cemetery near the stream called Spring Branch.
Therefore, the church was called the Baptist Church of Christ at Spring
Branch. Mr. Henry Dawson also decided to become a member of Spring
Branch, joining the church around 1840.

The Dawson family no longer allowed the anti-missionary group
of the old Mingo Church the use of their property. This group moved up
on the Smithfield Road and formed a church known as Spring Hill. This
group also took the church records with them. Many years later, they
built their present church near Sills Crossroads.

The early years of reorganization for Spring Branch were trying.
Throughout the 1700’s and 1800’s members were expected to live by strict
rules of conduct. If a member strayed from the church’s expectations, he
could be readily forgiven if he reported himself to the church and showed
remorse for his wrongs. However, if he did not report himself, the
Vigilant Committee remained very observant in the community and
reported wrongs to the church. Upon being charged, an assigned church
member contacted the accused, advised him of the charge and gave the
member a chance to seek forgiveness. If he failed to do so, at the next
conference, the church dismissed the person from membership. It was
possible, though, to be restored to membership if one amended his
conduct and asked for forgiveness and restoration of church membership.
Spring Branch would lose her early records again when a church clerk



The present pastor of Spring Branch Baptist Church and his family -
Rev. Tim McQueen, wife, Donna, and sons, Stephen and Michael.

Two hundred years have passed between the pastorates of the
Reverend Aaron Moore and that of the Reverend Tim McQueen. Much
has happened at Spring Branch Baptist Church between 1795 and 1995.
The purpose of this church history is to help us remember some of the
important events and activities that have occurred and the people who

worked diligently with other members so that Spring Branch could endure
and grow for two hundred years.

Few records are available for the earliest years. The date of the
founding of the church is based on a 1931 discovery of an inscription in
a drawer of a sideboard - a piece of dining-room furniture. The sideboard
had belonged to Gentleman Bill Strickland and had passed down through
the generations to the Joe Jackson family. The inscription read as
follows: "Spring Branch Church organized April 5, 1795."

However, it is believed that the church was known first as Mingo
Baptist Church. Records dating back to 1797 has Mingo as one of the
churches enrolled in the old Neuse Association and show that delegates




burned the records to destroy the remarks that had been written 18 o
minutes about some of his relatives.
; the
About 1840 Spring Branch transferred her membershiP b‘:  Ship
Raleigh Association and remained in that association until MED=C ey
was withdrawn in 1858 to help form the Cedar Creek Assocmtlg:6 d
Raleigh Association met at Spring Branch on October 10, 1849
accepted Matthew T. Yates as their missionary to China.

wed bY
From 1845-1849 Elder Stephen Senter was the pastor, fo\lq w

Elder Jesse Howell, 1850-52. In July, 1849, church membersu'P = e
tremendously. The records reveal that forty-two members were
by experience and fifty-three through baptism.
During the 1850’s, correspondents from Spring Branch a“‘ﬁi
Baptist Chapel meetings on Saturday before the second Sunday. Me®
were held every three months.

From August, 1853 - August, 1855, D.B. Ayers was the m
and in August of 1855, Spring Branch unanimously called A.B. Al Nod!
as the pastor. Early deacons in the church were Warren williford,
E. West, and John A. Layton.

In August, 1857, Spring Branch decided to leave the Rallg‘sélh
Association and unite with the Union Association. On October 31, 1862.
Reuben Fisher was called as pastor and continued until September,

i reach once 2
In April, 1863, Brother J.M. Beasley agreed to p
month and remained pastor through the rest of the Civil War.

Sunday School would have started at Spring Branch in the b:;g
church. 1t was organized in 1865 by Mrs. A.B. Alderman. She %
Sunday School on the Sundays that her husband was away P! . 4 of
other communities. The Bible was stdied, followed by a penod
singing. Since many must walk to church, Sunday School was wspend“i
during the winter months. Mrs. Alderman led the Sunday School o




several years. Succeeding her as the superintendent was Gillespie
Godwin, who was also the first singing leader.

In September, 1865, the church pledged twenty dollars to Home
Missions and added two new deacons - Sampson Strickland and H.T.
Jackson.

On the first Sunday in April, 1867, A.B. Alderman, Warren
Williford, and William G. Strickland were appointed as trustees of the
church to procure a tract of land on which to build a house of worship.
A.B. Alderman resigned as a trustee in July, 1867, and S.D. Jackson was
appointed to replace him. In August, 1867, a motion was made to build
a new church, 36 by 44, with Brother Joel G. Layton designated to make
out by the next conference a list of materials needed. The next conference
would be Saturday before the first Sabbath in September, 1867. At the
next conference, a building committee was appointed - Warren Williford,
G.W. Strickland, and H.W. Layton. Sampson Strickland was later added
to the Building Committee. At the death of S.D. Jackson in July, 1868,
Willis J. Pope became a church trustee.

During November, 1869, William Strickland, Warren Williford,
and Joseph Naylor were appointed as the committee to look after lumber
and shingles for Spring Branch Church. For a period of time in 1869,
Spring Branch was without a pastor, and Ballard Jackson served as
moderator at the conferences.




o 1870.
Spring Branch Baptist Church built around

st
’ as cOns ‘ov
The third building was built in the 1870 ~si> ultttl“;e
Tany as "a monstrosity in architectural design,
10 go there.

we
ed
h call p €
In the Saturday meeting, October, 1870, ;g?]gflg;crmg Br;::“day
West to serve as pastor for 1871. In December, ths. beginni Xt two
Up the policy of conferences every three mon s:hoW that the 1871
before the firs Sunday in January, 1871. Records in ombert;mber,
Pastors were Wiley M . Page called on the first Saturda: y in

ad W E, Wegt called on Saturday before the first Sunda

1872,

i

floo
pew was

The records ajso reveal that the Chmch,m-edegfz:he ¢ fgr {he

aemary of 1889 and that in October, 2 N ppapulpes: boug®

Paitted. Yy Apy of 1891, the members decided to been

aisle of the church .

had
By the June conference, the carpet
at the cost of $12 3¢



In January, 1894, W.J. Pope and Joel G. Layton were asked to
compile the best history of the church they were able to accomplish. In
October of 1896, a committee was appointed to decide if the congregation
should build a new church. The decision, however, was to enlarge the
church by building a vestibule.

In January, 1897, Spring Branch ordained Miles W. Naylor to the
ministry. In March of 1898, the records state that work was needed on
the cemetery that cost approximately $60.00.

The third building was used as a sanctuary until June, 1905, when
the fourth building was dedicated and for Sunday School classrooms for
a period thereafter. The 1905 church building cost $1,649.38 with A.B.
Yarborough as the builder and Wade Hardware selling the window
weights and cords.

Spring Branch Church dedicated in June, 1905.



By 1905 in the Sunday School, the
and the Philathea Class for young women
help of Walton Alderman, one of Mrs. AB.
four Sunday School classrooms Were

needed.
new church building at the cost of $389.8f5 * hose unab 10
Alderman organized the Home Department 10
Sunday School.

fore B
ring Branch P < o5,
Records show collections 10 be_small at Sp Iy 10 home wand
early 1900’s, but members did contribute regularly i

foreign missions, the orphanage, the

maintenance of their puildiné
to other benevolent causes.

for
ay
In 1906, churches were assigned a s?&lﬁ‘?;;‘; s0. Four !(l)"'g
missions. That year, Spring Branch was ass‘gnedp ssociation was $5%
later, the amount asked of Spring Branch by the

The July, 1907 records reveal

that Rev. J.A. Campbell gave the two

pulpit chairs that Spring Branch now
uses in the vestibule.

Mr. and Mrs.
S.B. Lee gave an organ in 1907.

In June, 1908, J.C. Williford,
Autry Baggett, and G.F. Pope were

asked to look after insurance for the
church. The first sexton was Rosco
Core, beginning in January, 1909. In
August, 1909, a committee was formed
for studying the need of two additional

rooms for the church. In September,

1909, the committee recommended
four rooms, instead of two.




From 1910 for a period of time, preachers made trips to mission
points such as Beulah, Canaan, Jordan’s Chapel, Manley’s Chapel and
Mount Vernon. For a few years, sufficient funds were not readily
available, and some preachers received partial pay and waited for the
remainder. The mission points were asked to cooperate by hiring
orthodox missionary Baptist preachers. If they would do so, the New
South River Association would supplement the pastor’s salary by paying
three to five dollars per trip to those serving the mission points. If the
churches withheld cooperation, the Association withdrew funds until they
did comply.

On March 1, 1911, Miss Grace Alderman moved her membership
from Dunn to Spring Branch. However, the church lost several members
when some of the Barefoot, Hair, Bryant, Bland and Cannady families
asked on the first Saturday in May, 1913, for letters of dismissal in order
to organize a church at Mingo Academy. The letters were granted.

i Spring Branch in conference on July 31, 1915, submitted an
Inquiry to the South River Association if it were scriptural for women to
address audiences containing both men and women. It seemed this had

happened, and the practice was causing friction and dissatisfaction in the
churches.

On January 29, 1916, the executive board of the association asked
pastors to secure subscriptions to the Biblical Recorder, Charity and
Children, and any other denominational papers and tracts, and the
executive board would reimburse them for the expenses.  After
Septt?mber, 1917, preachers were required to be ordained missionary
Baptist ministers to preach at the mission points.

In July, 1918, Mrs. Ettie Bain of Buies Creek joined Spring
Branch. Records were not found for the period of Spring Branch history

from the end of World War I, through the twenties, and the Great
Depression years of the thirties.




C:
Orus
On the first Sunday in November, 1940, Wayne 122 "o .

Jackson, and Edgar Naylor became deacons with the P

- ix
5 ) . forty-S
Cashwell and visiting minister G.A. Bain officiating. In 1

wl d'lnnefv
chickens were donated to Kennedy Home for thetr Thanksgivie®
and the orphanage collection was $28.34.

sprind
In December, 1940, Rev. C.H. Cashwell resigned: b"‘e‘;d 1, {,941-
Branch was without a pastor from December 1, 1940, t0 ch] Jomess o
The ministers who supplied for us during 1941 were Rev. W3-
1.S. Snyder, Dr. Norman Price, Dr. Mi

arshburn, Rev. Ha&léDaniels
Norris, Rev. Lee Phillips, Dr. Hartwell Campbell, Rev. O October 19,
Dr. G.G. Grubb - January 1, 1941 to October 8, 1941.
1941, Dr. Grubb preached his first sermon as pastor.

. the
. eatled 00
On or about July 21, 1941, wiring and lights werc

akets
church. Homecoming was held on Friday, July 25, 1941'0'::;;;\)6“’ o
were Rev. I.T. Newton, Rev. S.L. Morgan, Dr. Hartwell
Rev. Sam Hudson.

3 Gmbb,

Sam Strickland, Jr., was ordained as a deacon bl] Dr. Gl'Gsixty'onc
pastor, on November 16, 1941. For Thanksgiving 10 5

chickens were donated to Kennedy Home in Kinston.

{
. pudg®
On January 4, 1942, Spring Branch adopted the idea of 2

system and began to work out a plan for the church.

ith
i 3, W

The Homecoming in 1942 was held on Friday ]“‘yaﬁerﬂ"o“
speakers Rev. 1.T. Newton and Dr. Frank Marshburn. e

service was by Dr.Charley Stevens after which a special from the
prayer were dedicated to all the boys in the military service
Spring Branch community.

1942,

_Dr. G.G. Grubb resigned as pastor on Sepwmberetln’ber s
tgfectwe immediately. The church was painted during NOV and 100"
ecember, 1942, by Mr. Ivey of Dunn with the cost O
being $423 .91,

f paint




In December, 1942, Rev. 1.K. Stafford became the pastor of

Spring Branch. While he was pastor, the church voted to participate in
the Cooperative Program.

nted and
In January, 1943, the budget plan for the year was prese
accepted by the church. The budget was $1,809.00 - local expenses,
$1049.00 and $760.00 for the Cooperative Program.

As of June, 1943, the Spring Branch community had more than
thirty men serving in the military. Some were in Englfm.d, North Africa,
Australia, the South Pacific islands, Puerto Rico, Trinidad, anc_l eleven
states. More than half were in the Army, but the Navy had eight, th.e
Coast Guard two, and the Marines one. In the military service from fms
Community were James J. Benson, James Robert Blue, W.A. Daw.kms,
Jr., Virgil Dawson, Johnson P. Draughon, Hiram C. Gainey, David L.
Gilbert, W. Lloyd Gilbert, Hugh Giles, Ercelle Glover, Leamon M.
Godwin, Leslie Godwin, Ollic D. Hawley, David Hawle)",' Carlton
Jackson, Luther Jackson, Joel Lambert, Waitus Lambert, Wllhanf I?ee
Long, Walter Naylor, Jesse W. Norris, Nathan Norris, Broadus Phillips,
Breman Lamar Stone, E. Felton Strickland, Willie Tew, Earl Wade,
Webb Warren, Thomas Williams, Sherrill Williams, and Felton B. Wood.
Also in the military during World War II were Earl Core, John Harvey
Naylor, Archie Naylor, Jasper Naylor, and Jimmy Gainey. All of our
members returned safely to our community with no serious injuries.

During World War I, on Friday, July 2, 1943, Spring Branch
celebrated her 148th anniversary. Spring Branch held her homecoming

on Fridays back then. The oldest living ex-pastor, Rev. I. "Tommy"
Newton was honored at the services.

The year 1947 seemed to be an eventful year. Mr. Casper Phillips

€ a deacon, and the decision to rotate deacons was made. In

October, 1947, the church was painted inside, the church e S

:;ﬁnished, and plans were made to install a heating plant within thirty
ys. InN

ovember, 1947, the pastor, Rev. 1.K. Stafford, resigned even
though the congregation insisted on his staying.

11




Rev:
On January 4, 1948, A. Lincoln Faulk was called az paswrs‘mdﬂ
Faulk suggested that business meetings be held on the :)nattﬂ b,
morning of each month instead of bringing up business paving ¥
preaching Sunday. He also proposed that the church beg“;da night
prayer meetings. The plans were accepted. Wednesazy
designated as prayer meeting time.

In July, 1948, because of the epidemic of polio, .- rod
homecoming and revival meeting were postponed for an inde
Homecoming was held the third Sunday in September, 1945,
the revival.

e - called :
Because of Rev. Faulk’s resignation, Spring Branc: agust, 1949;
Eugene Ensley on June 5, 1949, as a supply pastor. In gust

Rev. Ensley was called as pastor, and he accepted.

4.
In 1949, Homecoming came on Sunday, Septembef
December 4, the suggestion was made to have a Harvest Daz;embefs
in the fall of 1950 with pledge cards being passed out for
pledge amounts to the church.

ith

A joint ordination service was held on February 5, 1 :Jof M-
deacons of Mount Elam Baptist Church. Rev. Waldo Early,
Elam, assisted in the ordination of John Wade. s
1

Harvest Day was Sunday, August 20, 1950. Lo y;:rylof y
seemed t0 be a year of change. John Wade succeeded Edgar Hen)
a deacon while Wilson Williford replaced Edgar Naylor as trustee 2 ad
Williford replaced Fred L. Williford on the cemetery comm!
Johnson Draughon replaced Wilson Williford as church clerk-

The Homecoming in 1950 was held the third Sunday in N°”°é'£sb7;
the Sunday before Thanksgiving. On December 17, 1950, REV: ~ q¢
and others discussed the possibility of beginning work on 2 P jun
The timber would be donated and cut into desired sizes. On th;‘e M
committee were Wayne Lee, Sam Strickland, Jr., and John Wac®"
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John R. Stone and Mr. Lonnie Glover were to select plans for a seven-
room house and present the plans to the church membership for approval.
Mrs. Sarah Alderman gave 1.2 acres of land for a building site.

The first Youth Week observance occurred during the pastorate of
Rev. Eugene Ensley. The adult advisers for the youth were Mrs. Thelma
Gilbert and Mr. John R. Stone.

Rev. Eugene Ensley resigned as pastor in June, 1951, followed by
Rev. Richard Smith in 1952.

As of March 22, 1952, there had been about $1,598.00 worth of
labor donated on building the parsonage and around $3,000.00 had been
spent on materials. The first parsonage was dedicated April 20, 1952, and
the pastor, Rev. Richard Smith, and his family were the first to occupy
this dwelling. On September 7, 1952, the deacons recommended that they
serve on a three-year rotating basis.

On June 7, 1953, the church voted to buy robes for the choir. The
robes would be paid for through an offering with the remainder of the cost
coming from the church’s general funds.

Spring Branch began to have evening worship services in 1959
when Rev. Bob Harris was pastor. During his pastorate also, plans were
started for building a new church. A new site was chosen across the road
from the 1905 building and further north. Land was obtained from
Freddie and Mary Williford.

On Harvest Day, in October, 1959, the groundbreaking was held
for the educational plant. In April, 1960, Rev. Harris resigned, with Rev.
Herman Stevens becoming interim pastor. In August, 1960, Rev. C. Gary
Long became pastor. The first service was held in the educational
building on Harvest Day, October, 1960. The cost of the building was
approximately $40,000.00.



In the November 5, 1961 business meeting, the church v?wdan‘g
discontinue sending chickens to the Kennedy Home at Thanksgiving e
to send a worthy offering instead. In Jamuary, 1962, our

daughter, Collette, was severely burned in a leaf fire. A Collette lﬁw
Fund was established, and the church members provided some
assistance in paying for treatment. Also in Jammary of 1962,

the old
church building was sold and moved from the property.

By Jamuary 31, 1963, the entire debt on the educational buildi®®

had been paid, and a note-burning ceremony was held on February 10,

1963. During 1963, chicken suppers were sold and the profit added t© o
Building Fund so that the sanctuary could be started.

lnl963.SpringanchandmeFirstBaptistChurchinDunnV°wd

to co-sponsor a mission, called Crestview, located at the jumﬁona:;fl
highways 242 and 421, ten miles east of Dunn. Crestview was begu®

led at first by 0.0. an[ng in an area not served by a Bapt]st Ch“-rch'
Rev. Jimmy Johnson was called to serve as the first pastor of CrestVie"”

In June, 1963, Mrs. Maggie Williams recommended establisbi®s
a cemetery fund for use in maintaining the cemetery. On Octobefvc;l
1963, the church voted to change Sunday evening services from !

o'clock to six o’clock. The Homecoming in 1963 was held on Octobef
2]. Dr. C.C. Warren was the guest speaker.

On February 16, 1964, the church voted to begin Work °“lt::,
sanctuary.  On July 26, 1964, Rev. Gary Long, pastor, held 2 B 1y
owned by Mr. John R. Stone, and as many members as co Ca“gh;m,y_
of the plow lines and joined him in the ground-breaking for the 3% 4
There was much work and planning done and $40,000.00 was borro™
Anmal Homecoming offerings went to the Building Fund.

Members serving on the Survey, Planning, Finance, and B.“‘l“. admsm&
Commitices were Casper Phillips, Elbert Glover, Thomas Wit
Harvey Naylor, Bill Wood, Heary Williford, Hawley Stone, A-T- D%
Jobn Wade, Grace Strickland, Mrs. Jessie Herring, Luther CO™®:
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Galveston Hinson. The Building Fund treasurer was Mrs. Galveston
Hinson with John Wade as assistant treasurer.

The main companies involved in the building of the sanctuary were
contractors Ellis Godwin of Dunn, Billy Elmore and Dewey Mangum of
Dunn and Benson, Fayetteville Wholesale, Holmes Electric Company,
Lewis Heating and Air Conditioning, Triple A Glass Company, Rose and
Company, Wooten Plumbing Company, and Lynch Steel Works.

On Sunday morning, August 30, 1964, an ordination service for
Kenneth Elbert Glover into the Christian ministry was held at Spring
Branch. The ordination sermon was given by Richard Smith from the
Sunday School Department of the Baptist State Convention, with Rev.
Charles Stevens and pastor C. Gary Long participating.

The dedication of the present church auditorium occurred on
Sunday, April 25, 1965 - the one hundred and seventieth anniversary of

Present Spring Branch Baptist Church building -
dedicated April 25, 1965.

15



tended ¥
‘h°| l.f"““ding of Spring Branch. Five hundred people @ Caspet C.

tion. The dedicatory sermon was delivered by Dr. of ¥
Warren who had joined Spring Branch as a boy, had been Preslden;o’ o

m Baptist Convention, and was director Of
MOVemem_

The title of Dr. Warren’s sermon was "The Church o TGal'Y Lotk
speakers for the special occasion included the pastor % ling, o
Reverends Robert T. Harris, A. Lincoln Faulk, and Hiram sg puild’®®
Dr. Lc§lie H. Campbell, and Hawley Stone, chairperson 9 New Soﬂﬂ‘
%’mmmge. The Rev. Charles Stevens, missionary for U
Ver Association, pronounced the benediction.

Tl_xere were many gifts contributed to Spring BranChThc P
construction of the educational building and the sanctuary-
church piano was given by Gladys Strickland Satterwhite 1
her parents, W.S. Strickland, Sr., and Viola Jones Strickland-
Sprcy por M. Satterwhite to be interested in ouf WS L - e
ranch’s youngest organist, starting when she Wa> )
Sapest. pianist at Siring %ranch was Olive Gray Hem%® 508

Satterwhite also - \ &
On the pews, provided the congregation the comfort

is
4 Casper C. Warren gave the Strickland Memonalsgicrgﬂ‘:ﬂ’
mhadmory of his mother’s family. His grandfather, Ollen o

Sunda ¢ forty
Year?n - y School superintendent at Spring Branch f0f

of
ber m'gzdbapﬁsu-y tank was given by Grace Strickland in mewry
’ W. Sam Su'icklaM, Jl‘.




Present sanctuary dedicatory service held on the
one hundred and seventieth anniversary of the
founding of Spring Branch. Dr. Casper C. Warren
delivered the dedicatory address on April 25, 1965.
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- the
: ; int the scene 11
Sallie Jackson and family secured an artist to paint 4 ber nepie™’

baptistry as a memorial to her sister, Malliec Lambert, an
Michael Lambert.

i 'on as

In 1965, Rev. C. Gary Long submitted his letter of rqs‘;gf:)“ecame
pastor, effective September 19, 1965. Rev. Floid B. Schne

our pastor on April 1, 1966. o A

During 1966, the parsonage was repaired and re:};ogti‘dy were

Sunday School classroom for the adult men and the pasm;necﬁng to ¢

completed. A walkway in front of the sanctuary and cO

educational building was also poured in 1966.

0
On May 1, 1966, the revival time was changed to the 1astt seves
March or the first week in April. Evening worship was chag% ecided ¥
o’clock during the summer months. In 1966, the Chmh; day ook
separate the young people and the adult departments of the Su

ihe
by
In September, 1966, Nellie Blue Warren was h°“f’r°dgran0?"
church as Mother-of-the-Year for her many activities at Spir“;%’ pianlst'
church hostess, secretary-treasurer of the W.M.S. and € daily 1P 5
church choir, Vacation Bible School chairperson as well as a
a nurse’s aide. the
as
On July 2, 1967, Elizabeth Jackson was fec_omme?::;x's ﬁfs;
Sunday School superintendent. She would be Spring B'd Schneldc
general superintendent for the 1967-68 church year. Rev. Fl((;ls ]“ﬂe’,
resigned on December 10, 1967, effective January 14, 1 e
1968, Jim Jackson repainted the inside of the parsonage- 5 His fis
3, 1968, Spring Branch called Rev. A.C. Hughes as pastor:
Sermon as pastor was on October 13. gl 10
roV
On January 19, 1969, a special meeting was called for A .

finish all remaining unfinished rooms in the back of the sa0°
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On the fourth Sunday in October, 1970, many members dressed in
clothes similar to what was worn back in the 1700’s and the 1800’s to
celebrate our one hundred and seventy-fifth anniversary.

In April of 1971, the educational building was air conditioned at
a cost of $7,500.00.

On February 27, 1972, Spring Branch made the decision to build
a carport at the back of the sanctuary. Twenty-five thousand dollars were
borrowed. The carport was named in honor of Mr. and Mrs. Galveston
Hinson in appreciation for their devoted service to Spring Branch Church.
The dedication was Sunday, April 30, 1972. Also in 1972, the remaining
unpaved driveways were paved.

On September 27, 1974, Rev. Raymond Crook was called as
pastor. In December, the church approved the spending of $7,000.00 to
make needed repairs at the parsonage and the church.

On June 29, 1975, plans were presented for the paving and gutters
and for having a church steeple forty-three feet high. The plans were
studied, and on July 6, 1975, the church voted to adopt both projects. On
December 14, brother Billy West was presented to the church and was
granted a license to preach.

On the second Sunday night in January, 1976, a candlelight
Communion service was held. Our pastor, Rev. Raymond Crook,
resigned effective July 11, 1976. Dr. Millard Brown became the interim
pastor. On August 29, Spring Branch approved $1,219.00 for helping pay
for a new building being constructed by the New South River Association

at Odum Home to be the residence of house parents for a group of
children.

On October 31, 1976, Rev. Robert Collins of Antioch was called
as our pastor. During the October 31 meeting, the Building Committee
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the

. 1
mgacarport,abedroom,aclosct,andmakmgame
the present den with a bedroom.

received authorization
parsonage by addi
den by combip;

to spend up to $10,000.00 to renovale

In »
gave $5,000. Oocemt:’)eg 1976, Mack M. Jernigan and Sally Naylor Jerl;;’glg

tnie Elizabeth Thornton Naylor. The money Was ohich
g : Mrs. Robert Draughon and her d3% b
Steeple. T, Provided for the purchase of the bells in the

of
bus or On May 1, 1977, the church held discussion on the p“m:;',;'
van for the youth. Money was to be raised thre h P

W
masﬁ:l::c:g“"’f‘_man an additional $800.00 would be added 10
additional programs for the youth. '
o7, RV Robert Colling served as pastor until May 31, 1977 1y, B
P the visiting ministers supplying our pulpit were Re s1eve®

Mo wers, Robert Carter, A.C. Hughes, Jimmy McLamb,
elvin Brown, James H. Ponder, and John Gardner. W”
C. W% Ly

On June 26, 1977, the church voted to call Rev. A1 s
the interim pastor. Rev. and Mrs. Hughes lived 10

home in Dunn while he was interim pastor. M
donated by B¢ "y
g neld O by

A dedication service for the carillon bells

family in memory of Mr. Robert A'. _Dmugt:hurch was
morning, September 11, 1977. The gilt for
Thomas Williams, music director. l,;#;

was
On November 6, 1977, Rev. John T. Gnrdﬂ‘; s ouf
of Spring Branch and preached his first sermo
Wednesday night, November 16, 1977. ’oﬂpﬂ

jize ?
On April 16, 1978, a conference was held wlay. Spriﬂlw
'eam and to join with Bethesda and other churches t0 P
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joined. The entry cost of joining was $160.00 and was open to adults and
high school students.

On August 13, 1978, Rev. John T. Gardner asked and received
approval for him to attend seminary classes on Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
and Fridays to further his education. Spring Branch gave some assistance
toward the transportation expenses.

In the October 1, 1978, conference, a committee was formed to
Secure a music director for the church. On October 15, Dallas Montague
Wwas recommended as music director and was accepted.

In November, 1978, the time for the Thanksgiving services was
Changed from Thursday morning to Wednesday night. The time that
business meetings were to be held was also changed from Sunday
mornings to Wednesday nights before the second Sunday in each quarter.

On January 17, 1979, the Deacon Family Ministry was explained
and accepted. Each deacon had nine families in which to minister.

3 On May 2, Spring Branch approved our pastor’s spending a week
In New York to represent the Home Mission Board with our church
Paying part of the expenses.

Since Dallas Montague was no longer music director, in the July
4: 1979, conference, clarification on the hiring of a music director was
discussed at length. Tommy Hudgins was approved as music director
With retroactive pay to June 6, 1979. The Music Committee was granted
approval to hire or dismiss the director. The committee, however, was

D0t permanent and were to be elected on the same basis as any other
Church committee.

On December 19, 1979, recommendation was made and approved
that Tommy Hudgins become both minister of music and youth director.
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ne Were t0

On January 16, 1980, Thomas Williams and Lamar Sf,‘,’ In M#:
purchase sixty folding chairs and a cart in which to store the Music
1980, Rev. John T. Gardner, our pastor, and Tommy H u‘dglﬂ;v 1. Louis
Youth Director, attended the Southern Baptist cOnventl;)‘}m T. Gard?®
Missouri. On Sunday morning, August 31, 1980, RoT- 8
resigned as our pastor, effective September 30, 1980.

hen SP" ®
it were

During the remainder of 1980 and part of 1981 xp
Branch was without a pastor, the ministers supplying ouf P ary
follows: Reverends Colon Godwin, Charles Stevens, He Johnso®
Horace Searcy, Leo Smith, Waldo Early, Lee Newton. mnm,};;jng gueSt
Sammy McLamb, and A.C. Hughes. The October Hoaiee®
speaker was Rev. Chavis Horne from Virginia.

. beet
; By January 14, 1981, the debt on paving the parking lo;rﬁdV"
Paid and the note marked "cancelled.” In March, 1981, the % On Aprd
to increase the pastor’s salary to twenty-one thousand dollars. actiVi‘ies
15, the Acteens had a car wash and raised $70.00 to help financ®
for the youth.
Wake

On May 17, 1981, the church called Rev. Paul KCMY;fMUSiC
Forest as pastor. On May 31, 1981, Tommy Hudgins rcSlgn?:come e
Director and Youth Counselor, effective June 21, _1981’ totist Chusch
full-time director of music and youth at the First Bap

Sulligent, Alabama.
m W

The September 9, 1981, record sta
purchased and presented to the church as a gift. U!
church agreed to have a children’s church service 1N same
building for children ages four through the third grade at theerc led bY
others were in worship service. The children’s services W
Debbie Naylor and Terri Carroll. 0

20,

We had several activities to remember in 1982. On J2° uaz the
the church approved the change of Harvest Day-Homecoming remai
fourth Sunday in October to the third Sunday in September. THS
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the current policy. On March 28, the first of the newsletters and church
calendars was started by the Communications Committee.

On April 23 and 24, there was a Youth Convention in Charlotte,
North Carolina. The youth from Spring Branch, Mingo, and Mt. Elam
traveled together and stayed at the Radison Plaza Hotel. According to the
Tecords, this trip was a spiritual highlight of 1982 for the youth.

. In May the youth had a campout with the men’s class providing
hotdogs and hamburgers. On May 2, the congregation came very casually
dressed to join the youth who had camped out on the church grounds on

Saturday night and would be attending church attired as they had been
Saturday night.

. . The Homecoming came on September 12 in 1982 with Rev.
Richard Smith, former pastor, as speaker. Gary Naylor and Ronald
Vf’arren were ordained as deacons on September 26. On September 28,
PiCtures were taken for a new church directory.

On October 2, the youth attended the Duke football game ar}d
Youth Rally. The Deacon of the Week practice was also started in
October of 1982 If one had an emergency or needed help, he contacted
the deacon of the week. Rev. Paul Kennedy left Spring Branch as pastor
on the last day of 1982 to begin his ministry at the First Baptist Church
1 Swansboro, North Carolina,

I Dr. Millard Brown became our interim pastor on January 2, 1983.
n March and May, the ladies at Spring Branch held workshops to make
Omaments for our future Chrismon trees.

. OnMay 1, 1983, Sherry Williford presented her graduation piano
Tecital at sevgn o’clock in rtll'l}; evening I;t Spring Branch. She had
presented the recital at Meredith College in Raleigh on April 24. Sherry
8raduated op May 15, 1983, with a B.A. degree in music and w@catlon
1 church music. Sherry served as Minister of Music and Director of
Youth i 1983, and Mrs. Baysa is presently serving as Music Director.
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: .. 1 Host
In 1983, the members also decided to have during “"vws!;sffefent

and Hostess dinners at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. TWO
deacon families provided food each night of the revival.

il
ouns
In July, 1983, Dr. Millard Brown suggested that a Church ©

meet and prep

- qude 1°
hy are dates of major events. The Council would .
eads of each department and the pastor.

¢
On July 27, 1983, the church recommended that the "“Side-oxfn?“‘
educational building be painted and some needed furniture and eq?;‘())riﬂd
tt)e purchased. The Building and Maintenance Committee W25 a\;ano.
0 furnish the Junjor Department with equipment, including 2 P

o ReV:

. On August 14, Spring Branch extended the call as Paéwr .

Bill Parker. His first sermon as pastor was on September =

the ¥
On October 12, 1983, Spring Branch voted 0 bestt;;’ the
Pastor Emeritus on Rev. Archie C. Hughes. On O?tobeli)on;li
began the visitation program. In the same meeting, palcony *
suggested that the church open an account to finish i ted
estimated cost of $10,000.00. The balcony . taifs .
several years. Hawley and Elgie Stone provided matermlsi‘t;(i’;r:d Phimps
banisters. Hawley helped build the stairs. Lester and W
provided brass railings for installation to the balcony.

et &

hes :
. On November 7, 1983, members from fourteen chure™” s ReY
Spnng ReV'

as
Branch for the World Day of Prayer. The sPeaFern:;,

ayne Dy A A byl :n Resider ard-

on, Campbell University’s Missionary 1 MisslonBo

Dunn was on furlough with the Southern Baptist Foreig®
He had served in Barbados. : 45108
and 1 4983
The Recognition Service for Rev. A.C. }{;’%:Zembﬂ 16;61'1 As9
installation service for Rev. Bill Parker were h& s gmnddaug.b 08 w?’
Mrs. Hughes, their daughter Jeannette, a“dN lor, and offic13 Bapust
attended. Assisting in the service was Randy Nay South
Charles Stevens, Director of Missions, New
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Association. Rev. A.C. Hughes was presented a plaque expressing our
appreciation.

On February 21, 1984, the church budget was amended by
$2,000.00 for the church to pay the social security taxes for the church
employees. This is a mandatory ruling by the IRS, and the expense had
Dot been considered in the preparation of the budget. Since this meant
added work for the treasurer, the church agreed to pay the treasurer

30.00 more per week.

In order for the Spring Branch youth to attend Ft. Caswell, the
Youth had a supper on May 19, 1984, charging $3.00 per plate. The
soney was also to help provide uniforms for the softball team. Other
Youth activities in 1984 included making ice cream, taco suppers, fishing
trips, and guest speakers.

Rev. Archie Hughes died on August 10, 1984. For a memorial to
Rev. Hy S, the members of Spring Branch decided on September 19 to
Purchase a clock built by Rev. Hughes. The clock is displayed in the
Chu'rch vestibule. Op September 23 at four o’clock in the afternoon,
Sprm.g Branch, Antioch, and Mingo held a joint memorial service. A love
offering wag given to Mrs. Hughes.

Deli "On October 28, the children’s musical "Daniel, Darius, and
On" was presented in the evening service.

at In November, Rev. Bill Parker was in Dover, Ohio, for a revival
3 mission. The Spring Branch Church Brotherhood and WMU
Underwrote the cogt of the trip.

On April 24, 1985, the church elected O.C. Jackson, Winifred

l]::ill;i‘gs’ and Randy Naylor to study the need for a church constitution and
~laws,

On Ilf May, Rev. Bill Parker was on a mission trip to Minerva, Ohio.
the trip also were Jane Parker, Jenny Parker, Sammye Grace Isenhour,
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: h gave ?
and Steve Taylor of Greenville, South Carolina. Thi;.l}:r;mce, Dr.
freewill offering to help with expenses. In Rev. Paéund and recei"ed
Charles Howard of Buies Creek explained the Howard

an offering of $364.00 for the fund.

. tor,
On June 2, 1985, Rev. Bill Parker resigned as our [;;5‘; el i
Sunday night, August 25. He felt led to go to the Home tist

thern
Minerva and Melvern, Ohio, where there was mo Sou
Church.

000.00 t0 s

On July 24, the church approved the sending of $1, efice

: the new ©
associational office to help pay off the indebtedness of
building in Fayetteville.

¢ Was
In conference on August 28, the building of a new pa(r)sn(;;g' On
discussed. A loan was to be obtained to build a pars jey and e
September 21, the first parsonage was sold to Mafsml_l Be:ns modeled
moved a short distance up the road from the first location
extensively by the Beasleys. James
.
On October 24, a student aid memorial in mem“ghilg HoWard
Archibald Campbell, former pastor, was started with Dr-
making the first contribution to the fund.

- on Were
In December, 1985, Grace Naylor and POI_““C :;gkgy-laws'
to the committee for writing the church constitution 250
: w parsOto,
By January 22, 1986, work was progressing onthtta‘e;:swr’ and D;'
the church had approved two weeks’ vacation for e Spring Branc
Charles Howard had been made an honorary membe .y of
. the Wi og6,

By April 23, the Brotherhood was helping supg:rtot\io. in 198
Rev. Sammy McLamb and Rev. Parker’s missions
Ladies Day was held on May 11.
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On June 8, Spring Branch unanimously called Rev. Jerry O. Hicks
as pastor. Men from the church went on July 13 and 14 to help the
Hickses move to this community.

Homecoming in 1986 was held on September 21 with Mrs. Gladys
Strickland Satterwhite as guest speaker. The offering went toward paying
the cost of the parsonage. After the Homecoming, Rev. and Mrs. Hicks
held Open House at the Spring Branch Parsonage from 3-5 p.m. This
gave members and the community a chance to see the finished parsonage.

On December 10, 1986, Spring Branch planned an ordination

;ervice for Rev. Jimmy Johnson to be held on Sunday afternoon, January
5, 1987.

On January 28, 1987, the church decided to replace the carpet in
the sanctuary, to buy choir robes, and to do some needed outside painting
on the church. Serving on the committee to purchase carpet were
Elizabeth Jackson, chairperson, Bettie Core, and Ethel Williams. Herring
Carpet and Tile Company sold the carpet for a cost of $9,382.38. The

g;gg were removed and replaced by a professional team at a cost of
.00.

On March 16, 1987, there was a Mother and G.A. Daughter
Banquet under the co-direction of Mrs. Carolyn Hicks and Sherry Spell.
Wendy Williford was the Acteens president. Miss Carla Cloniger, a
Student from Campbell University, spoke on "Experiences of an Acteen."

On July 29, material was purchased, and draperies were made for
the baptistry. “The cost of material and labor was $1,165.00. On August
26, the church unanimously decided to purchase eggshell-colored choir
robes with blue satin stoles. The cost was $1,679.97.

In 1987, each deacon was assigned between ten and sixteen

families in the Deacon Family program so that the family needs could
better be served.




On November 4, Spri - m a eV
; , Spring Branch decided 1o participate
Tt:;ll‘emem plan for Baptist pastors. At that time, the church would &Y
andp:;-lrcc:nt of the cost for our pastor. Our pastor would pay fivé P

e Convention would contribute $420.00.

On Decembe i gift 10 o
r 4, Mrs. Wilma Lee reported 2 monetary jed 10 the

church from the Madge Naylor estate. The gift Was appl
parsonage indebtedness.

g Beginning in January, 1988, Sprin Branch and the paStOf began
E:;t;?pa?ing in the annuity prog’ raIE gOn January 27, the ﬁ‘;rrcdlll
27 mlenéggn and by-laws were explained by Donnie Jackson- c
various cog’ several changes were made in the number of me e iace
oy thmmnxet.:s. The reason for the suggested changes V:laS by oy
27. 19 e standing committees on a three-year rotating bastS: - and
, 1988, a few more additions were made to the church constituti

by-laws and were then unanimously passed.

Joyc®
Jones h(::ll June 29, Myron Spell had resigned as church treasuret-
become both secretary and treasurer.

e In 1988, the Woman’s Missionary Union celeprated 1S crentfgapﬁst
As several impressive programs. The New South RIVE . Baptis
c hsomatlon held its ninety-second annual meeting at Hi Fulﬁ“-
. “th- The theme was "A Century to
pecial programs were held at Spring Branch 10 rememPe Cipat 9°
work from 1888-1988, and records of the church budget show
proposed missions ministry for 1988-1989 was $5,500.00-

Sori There were several other items of interest 10 femember utstaf"‘llng
pring Branch and all Southern Baptist churches 105t o (;988- b
gﬁsfr when Dr. Charles B. Howard died on Feproary 27
S :n received several gifts that year - 3 sound syste™ o, ind Got?
bec and Elbert Glover memorials. OB S"-I’“’mber i jster-

ame our Music Director and Scott Raines was th M
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th On January 25, 1989, the church discussed the need for replacing
B;' heatmg systems in both the educational building and the sanctuary.
th units were estimated to cost $8,000.00.

Di On March 22, Tina Gorby and Scott Raines resigned as Music

a wector and Youth Minister respectively, and their resignations were

CCCepted' After Scott Raines left, Jimmy Hicks, our pastor’s son, and
arl Naylor worked with the youth.

a -O.n May 21, 1989, a 7:00 p.m. dinner was held to show our
vthr&mtlon to Rev. Jerry Hicks for his extra efforts while the church was
$1 oggt TUSIC and youth directors. He and his family were given 2
ch;m._h'oo gift with the money being taken from both the music and

©h funds. On Sunday, July 2, Bonita West was called to serve as the
Music director for the church.

outsid On August 2, the church decided to put vinyl siding over the
co 1€ painted surfaces of the church and to repair the plumbing. The
B b(.’th was $10,776.00. The money was borrowed, but the Harvest

D.
ay offerlng was used to help pay the note.

Pastor On August 2, Rev. Jerry Hicks resigned. His last sermon as

Pastor b Wednesday night, August 23. Rev. Hicks began work as

27 of Erwin First Baptist Church on September 1, 1989. On August
» 1€ church called Dr. Tom Freeman of Dunn as interim pastor.

the vip . -O-Ctober 25, Joyce Jones reported that the $.10,000.00 note for
meetinyl Siding and the plumbing repairs had been paid. In the October
Wwou], g, the revival "Here’s Hope" was recommended. The revival
¢, be from March 18, 1990 - March 25, 1990. All churches in the

$S0Ciat:
Sociation would hold simultaneous revivals.

In 1989, several i i the church as
my i > monetary gifts were given to U
emorials to Feiton Jackson, Jessie Herring and the Strickland Trust

F .
mltl"l:lll‘)e 0 December many poinsettias were placed in Spring Branch by
TS to honor and as memorials to loved ones.
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On January 24, 1990, Wilma Lee recommended umatwo-huﬂd'ﬂfi‘:
year history of Spring Branch be written. The church approved- At th
time, Mark Blalock of Campbell University was accepted 35 YO
Director for the church. Youth activities during February inclu
planning for the "Here’s Hope" Revival, playing games, Bible studys
a Valentine banquet.

On March 4, 1990, for Baptist Women’s Day, Mary ,;ic;s;n
Barham was the guest speaker at the morning worship service. -
also, Spring Branch began to prepare the parsonage by purchasngev.
installing a washer and dryer. On Sunday morning, April 8, 199O’tor of
Tim E. McQueen of Bermuda was unanimously approved a5 the pas
Spring Branch.
s

The McQueen Family in 1 990 -
Pastor Tim, wife, Donna, and sons, Stephen

and Michael.
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On June 20, the church recommended the purchase of a van, not
to exceed $10,000.00 in cost. On July 25, the van had been purchased
and was ready to use. Cephas Phillips, Freddie Williford, and Harvey
Naylor were appointed to serve on the Van Committee, and some rules
and regulations were established for its use. In the July meeting also,
Ronald Warren suggested updating the sound system with the cost not to
exceed $5,000.00.

Our Homecoming speaker in 1990 was Dr. Tom Freeman. Spring
Branch commemorative mugs were sold in 1990. Beginning October 24,
Thursday night was established as "churchwide visitation night." One of
our members, Freddie Williford, was the recipient of the Small Business
Person of the Year Award for Dunn. On November 4, Randy Hand of
Campbell University became Assistant Pastor/Minister of Youth.

On December 19, the church approved the establishing of a
mMemorial fund in memory of Wayne Lee. The yearly interest would be
contributed to missions with Wilma Lee deciding each year which mission
Would receive the interest. The fund began with $1,200.00.

On January 23, 1991, the Church Council recommended that
Febmal'y be designated as "I Love My Church Month" and to have a
Supper and praise service on February 10.

On April 24, the church began to make plans to sponsor Bonita
West and Barbara Pope on a mission trip to Brazil in July. A special fund
Was set up to which members contributed. If more money was needed
thal(li that contributed, the remainder would be taken from the general

On July 25, 1991, Barbara Pope of Dunn and Bonita West of
Clement left on a ten-day trip to Sao Paulo, Brazil, doing mission work
ﬂ.lrough the New South River Association. During the trip approximately
Six hundred Bibles were distributed and God’s Word was shared through
PUppet plays, singing, preaching, and personal testimonies. The group
Teached more than five thousand people. Other women from Spring
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. ist were W““ﬁed
Branch who went on special trips for the cause Offc“;;‘s:vork was in the
Phillips, Wilma Lee, and Sharon Phillips. Part 0

(Caribbean area.

was
During 1991, the newly released edition of the Baf thet}: designafed
purchased gc\ eral people purchased hym’ manyl;91 monetary pﬁS
i honor or in memory of their family or friends. In " +ven to Sprivé
for the McLamb, Wade, and Draughon memorials were g

Branch

14 Game
Ihere was also an innovative idea. There waS:: vvlllllth Pﬁ”s
Dinner for those enjoying cooking the game they wcti‘etgiﬁsweﬁ
awarded for the most tasty dishes. A meal, flowers, and Ored Bo ita for
part of Bonita Crabtree Day as we at Spring Branc.h hono .

her service to the church as she had served as Music Director-

In January, 1992, Spring Branch members had thC“r?s wife, was
taken for a pictorial directory. Donna MCQ“een’ e paﬁ:ee ga
coordinator for this project. In March, the Music Commi
church in the Erwin area - the Free Spirit Church - a v the 1’d‘>5‘$m‘n
hymnals Also i March, Randolph Pate Hand, 1 by Spfing

Pastor/Youth Minister, was licensed to preach the gospe
Branch Baptist Church.

wi
Hawley Stone traveled to Brazil in March wherc_t he w:::gd
Other members from the New South River Baptist Association
two chapels. The WMU sent a communion set to Sao Paulo. ord
On April 3, 1992, Mrs. Erma Phillips and Mrs. Jani€ w ranch-
Hairr were honored for their many years of service to stg,md Mrs-
Mrs. Phillips had served Spring Branch for seventy-five years

Hairr eighty years.

insulateds e
By July 29, 1992, the educational building had been Sials 10
rool patched, and the water was being worked on. Other mc::ge o and
the church were for Thomas Strickland, Janie Hairr, Daniel B
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Iitacy Hawley Money was contributed to the Brandon Stanley benefit.
1992: Beth Bartlett wag clected as Interim Youth Director.

ho On April 2, 1993, Orus C. Jackson and Nellie Blue Warren were
se ~ored for their Years of service to Spring Branch. Mr. Jackson had
aved for seventy. years. He has been a deacon for almost fifty

Years, Mrs, Warren had served her church for sixty-nine years.

. On Aprj 28, Spring Branch agreed to support the Hispanic
Mlssmn located op the Dlll)nn:g and l.I::InaxwellgRoad in the amount of $100.00
Per moneh for the next three years. The portable pulpit that had been used
ln. th_e €ducationg] building before our sanctuary was built was given to the
3;18881011 for as long a5 they need it. However, if the mission should

band, the Pulpit is to be returned to Spring Branch.

i : ifts as

During 1993, Spring Branch received several monetary gi
Temoriajs 4, Flonnie Jackson, Helena Phillips, and Erma Phillips. In
oty of their parents, the Liston Jackson family supplied all the pews

. Sanctuary with Bibles to be used during worship services.

the «; On July 7, 1993, Freddie Williford recommended the Uanﬁﬂgl_:’hf
° SIgn in front of e church. Mike Godwin built a lighted sign w

eight'inch letters,

: On September 19, Spring Branch held its one hundred an?g;]nuii};
C1ghth homecoming. Rev. Jimmy Johnson from Albertson I,3«'ipt1s i
;Vas our guest Speaker. Rev. Johnson was licensed and Some i toj;f li 993

Y Spnng Branch severa] years ago. Our Homeco "

¥as $10,360,26

5 On September 22, the church called Beth .Barﬂenma;;ir‘e(c(;zg.1
D"°Ct0r. Beth had for some time been serving as !ntenm Youd Helping
Bery and the youth haye fun together while serving the Lor asions are
By SUPervise, and participate with the youth on Va"""‘}occ Tim and
Fred ang Denise Williford, Kenneth and Tammy Ward, Tacken,
Donna MCQueen, Carl Naylor, Paul Starling and Donnie

33




—

Spri — . :
le; 1\’"5;: zranch youth white water rafting -
Paul Starli v, Fred Williford, Denise Williford

ing, Beth Bartlett and Jonathan Bass

spnn B - 4 ’

Denise Willi 8 (anch youth mountain hiking -

illiford, Melissa Norris, Tiffany Phillips, Paul Srarling
th Directo’

Crystal E
Bg:le’;v Diane Edwards, Beth Bartlett, Yok
aylor, Alan Turner and Jonathan Bass:
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g Williford
5 - TVICEC for F red_ th
3, an ordination service , delivered the
On September - ];egz Gault, Director of Mlssmgls,r new deacon.
as dee_lcon was held. Dr.T. McQueen gave charge to father, Freddie
: 'n::ssasgl;n;{ e;:'Usalmh:fld special music and his
S sister, ’
lliforq, pray

s
ed the prayer of ordination and dedicatio

114
Freq

: for
raise money
jects to help them (o o
uth had two projec d sold T-shirts
e 19?3’ th'e ?t,i(::s e to buy themselves more
lI'IIg thgll' i:i(:)lrvécho.ol Class collected money
¢ Tew Sun
Itable chairs for their class.

Mayg
Comf()

-20, 1993.
October 17-20, 1
o BranCh ﬁom . 'Ckla”d’ M"lgo
‘) i W ade held at Spring . Louis Stri . X
The To{al ﬁfe feTSpﬁng Branch pastor, Rev Rev. Wayne Bristow
Rev. Tim CQuJ ; Dees, Clement pastor, and S
S a”:-episade evangelist from Oi

irector of
; former Direc
s o ahoma, held a
Bristow, an evang |
Evangegse;' fxat};lrclee Ba;ltist General Convention
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crusade at Spring Branch from October 17-20, 1993. The theme .°f£,
crusade was "Total Life: Now and Forever." The crusade was J0 The
conducted by Baptist Chapel, Clement, Mingo and Spring Braoch- ©J
crusade choir contained members from each of the church G
Attendance was more than four hundred some nights with 2 total Off(:he
hundred and nine public decisions concerning Christ with mary ;riff's
decisions made by youth. Traffic assistance was by the S
Department and the Plainview Fire Department.

g ) 1993-
Rev. Wayne Bristow on Youth Night, Total Life Crusade during October:

ears
In October, 1993, Bill Williford, who had served manyb; Fred

resigned from the Cemetery Finance Committee and was replaced
Williford as Finance Chairperson.

_ On February 18, 1994, the Royal ambassadors visitt‘=dNC“““’lor.t
University. The R.A. leaders were Donnie Jackson and Carl ay
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On Apri
Mibeion locatl:lﬂ 22, tl’lere was a special open bouse
at Hall’s Crossroads. Spring Branch

help sponsor thi tamoro:
r this missi T
s mission. Rev. Jose Topia of Ma S,

called
to serve as the mission pastor.

In 1994
were Rochelle ,Mﬂ;m) adults honored for their service © Sp
b and Walter Naylor. MIrs. McLamb

for the Hispant®
and other churches

for seve
nty-one years and Mr. Naylor, fifty-eight years:

Sori
pring Branch became incorporated in 1994.

applled on Au 25 ted on Oc Ob
gust o and the pl'iVinge was gran tober ~ 1€
we

the North Caroli
arolina Secretary of State, Rufus Edmisten.

registered in the
office of the Register of Deeds of Sampson

me .
ninth day of November.

Twentieth .
versary of the Spring Branch Momning

Special ;
i e yearﬁ;nc't;;)lm have occurred here at Spring
. The Morning Prayer Band has met
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Mexico, #8°
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1
h;’::;edthe Act-eens also had their day at Campbell. There were five
and ninety-one Acteens from seventy-seven Baptist churches at

ent Pbell University that day. There was a contest for the Acteens to
°I. Forty-five banners were entered in the competition, and the Spring

Tanch Acteens came in first.

Honoring Mrs. Daisy Jester, a retired missionary,
at the Missions Fair, March 6, 1994.

up dj On. March 6, Spring Branch held a Missions Fair with booths set
in lspla)(mg information about many foreign countries and some states
Guethe United Stages where Southern Baptists have missionaries serving.
SL Ministers and some members of neighboring churches also

B cipated. Mrs. Daisy Jester, a retired missionary who had served in
Afm.:a’ Was honored for her forty-one years of service with the Southern
. PUst Foreign Mission Board and was remembered also for her ninetieth

day.
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twenty-two years. The Band has had good attendance through the years
0.11. the first Wednesday of each month the group meets at the Seniox.-
Citizen Village in Dunn. On the second Wednesday of each month, the
group visits Golden Years Nursing Home in Falcon. On the third
Wednesday of each month, they visit the Cottondale Apartments in Dunn.
On the other weeks, the Prayer Band members meet in the homes of
members. Most often, the ones attending have their lunch together after
the meeting.

. The Etta Bain Sunday School Class has had a special party for the
sentor citizens of our church and neighboring communities for about
twenty-five years. The Senior Citizens Party gives the incentive for early
C!lristmas decorating in both the educational building and the sanctuary
.w1th many poinsettias and a Chrismon tree. Much planning and work go
into this party which is scheduled yearly on the first Sunday in December.

Refreshments are prepared, small gifts bought and wrapped, and

entertainment provided for those who attend. The attendance has

fluctuated between one hundred and twenty-five to one hundred and sixty-

five over the twenty-five year period.

The sanctuary with a Chrismon tree.
The ornaments were made by the ladies of the church.
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The sanctuary decorated with poinsettias.
Poinsettias are placed in the church at Christmas in
memory or in honor of loved ones.

The special Christmas party for senior citizens given each year
by the Etta Bain Sunday School class.
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Serving refreshments at the Etta Bain Senior Citizen's Party.
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i . ween.
Fall Festival at Spring Branch - a Christian alternative to Hallo

a
alloween 35
In recent years, Fall Festivals have been held at H _

ick or
safe Christian alternative to the traditional costumes afi‘[ih “;;kzes 2
There are plenty of refreshments and fun contests wtumes representil
while children come dressed in Biblical costumes or €0S janned activities
God’s creations. The youth of Spring Branch also have p

on October 31 each year.

nting

with P
The youth of Spring Branch are not the only gr::lt)he Keenager>
activities. The senior citizens of Spring Branch, known
have been quite active. ested
1 o, ere Sllgg
In 1991, plans for a ministry to the senior Clt-lzelfsssez with Cﬂ’ﬁ
by our pastor, Rev. Tim E. McQueen. Plans were dle‘; ~ the growP
and Sharon Phillips who became co-coordinators
continue to serve. in
. : five-thiy " up
The group has a monthly dinner meetlzg e is presented ¥
afternoon. At their meetings, an inspirational progra
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a door prize often given. In 1995, the president is Orus Jackson; the vice-
President is Walter Naylor; and the group secretary is Elizabeth Jackson.
UWY , there are twenty-two to twenty-six who attend the dinner
Ieetings. The highest attendance was thirty-three.

) The Keenagers like to travel! For transportation, the church van
1S used with members driving extra vehicles when the need arises. The
Keenagers have been fishing at Surf City and Carolina Beach. They had
an overnight trip to the Outer Banks to see the Lost Colony, the
Elizabethan Gardens, and the Aquarium.

The group goes yearly to the Dixie Jubilee, the Dixie Stampede,
and the Carolina Opry at Myrtle Beach. Before the shows, the group goes
shopping.

Trips to Raleigh took the Keenagers to the Governor’s Mansion,
ﬂlff Museum of Arts and Science, and the Farmer’s Market. In Chapel
Hill, the group visited the Planetarium.

Trips have also been made to the Tobacco Museum in Kenly and
the Doctor’s Museum in Bailey. The group had fun doing their Christmas
shopping together in 1994. Their most recent trip was to visit a former
Pastor’s wife - Mrs. Archie Hughes.

Since 1992, the church has honored two keenagers each year.
Those honored were Mrs. Janie Hairr, Mrs. Erma Phillips, Mrs. Nellie
Warren, Mr. Orus Jackson, Mrs. Rochelle McLamb, Mr. Walter Naylor,
Mr. Lamar Stone and Mrs. Violet Williford.

To start our two hundredth year of celebration, Spring Branch has
begun to distribute a 1795-1995 two hundredth anniversary car tag for
members to show our pride at being two hundred years old. A special
Pictorial directory is being prepared. Three separate days were scheduled
for photographs to be taken by Olan Mills.




At re
On Sunday, January 22, 1995, Woodrow and Fthel Wﬂhford w';he
honored by Spring Branch during the morning worship service:
Willifords were given a monetary gift and a plaque expre

o h.
appreciation for their twenty years of custodial dedication to 0uT chur®

oty Committees are busy meeting to prepare for the Total Life C

95 with Oklahoma evangelist Wayne Bristow and music evangelist
mnfols’ Steve Shirk. Our pastor, Rev. Tim E. McQueer, 2
chairperson for the Steering Committee. Rev. Paul Honeycutt © psurer-
Grove is the assistant chairperson while Freddie Wwilliford is the tre

. the
The industrious planning committees for the crusade =

Personal Workers (Counselors), Youth, Children, Music,

Publicity, Prayer, Attendance, Ushers/Parking, Childcare. and Hospit2"

ist

. The participating churches and their pastors are Clement gi%t;:,
vlgt:’ Rev. James Dees, Corinth Freewill Baptist with Re¥- Stan " fingo
Bapésshi}l)el Original Freewill Baptist with Rev. Phillip B9: ka,eV . Tim
with Rev. Louis Strickland, Spring Branch Baptist W! The

E. McQueen, and Union Grove Baptist with Rev. Paul Honeyoo!h

Total Life Crusade 95 is planned for April 30 - May 4, 1995, 2 o

| _ ults,
Branch with emphasis on specific nights for children, yous i
and Sunday School loyalty.

of our
The church has been busy raising $4,000.00 to send tWO artlett

members on a mission trip from May 26 - June 6, 1995. Betb I-ith the
avlsd Carl .Naylor will be going to Aracaju, Sergipe, Bfaz“l’b:;isgies
Wayne Bristow Evangelistic Association/ Total Lif Internation2!
cooperation with the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 2
3 the
Volumcl::th and Carl will be involved in much work. In mnew“Zﬁumn
e ss will work with local believers to construct two ne of teams
e thg » conduct fifteen local church evangelism campaigns, pthousa“d
e area schools and conclude with crusade rallies i 2 thirty”

' ents
::; séa:hlm. The volunteers will also distribute 10,000 New Tesm;'lsﬁc
spel tracts. They will issue 100,000 invitations to, €438
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Services, conduct over four hundred home meetings, and one hundred and
~five church ralljes.

. Naturally in addition to our regular Sunday School, worship
sevices, and yearly homecomings, there have been in two hundred years
o our church family many births, weddings, funerals, and meals. Spring
Branch members have long been noted for their much cooking for others
and for themselves. Providing food to families when sickness or death
Occurs is considered a special ministry by our church.

A Spring Branch Homecoming meal.
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There have also been golden wedding celebratiqns when relan:;:
and friends honored those couples who had been married for fifty y =
with a special reception at Spring Branch. Some more recent hono

couples were Orus and Sallie Jackson, Bill and Violet Williford, and
Archie and Edith Lee.

There are many special events planned throughout 1995. As (:L‘;
church faces the future, may each member of the congregation utter =
prayer quoted from the letter of Tommy Hudgins, former Mu§1c Direc e
and Youth Minister, as he prepared for fulltime ministry. "It is my pﬂzhe
that Spring Branch Baptist Church will continue to grow and share

love of Jesus Christ to a world that needs Him so.” In 1995, the need
seems even greater!




Spring Branch Pastors 1795-1995

Aaron Moore
Stephen Senter 1845-1849
Jesse Howell 1850-1854
A B. Alderman 1855-1858 1874 1888-1889
Reuben Fisher 1859-1862
J.M. Beasley 1863-1869
W.C. West 1869-1870 1873
Wiley M. Page 1871 1878
J.T. Townsend
Samson D. Williford 1875-1878
William Bland 1881-1884  (Interim) 1889
LT. Newton 1884-1888
JA. Campbell 1889-1934
June, 1889. Rev.

Dr. J.A. Campbell was elected pastor in
William Bland supplied until October, 1889, w
accepted for an indefinite period of time.

hen Dr. Campbell

G. Scott Turner 1934
A.L. Brown 1936
C.H. Cashwell 1937-1940

astor from December 1, 1940 to

Spring Branch was without a p
s interim pastor from

October 1, 1941. Dr. G.G. Grubb wa
January 1, 1941 to October 8, 1941.

G.G. Grubb 1942

LK. Stafford 1943-1947
A. Lincoln Faulk 1948
Eugene C. Ensley 1949-1951
Richard D. Smith 1952-1955 (First full-time pastor)
E.D. Flowers 1956-1957
Robert (Bob) Harris 1958-1960
C. Gary Long 1960-1965
Floid B. Schneider 1966-1968
Archie C. Hughes 1968-1974
Raymond Crook 1974-1976
Robert Collins 1976-1977
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John T. Gardner
Paul Kennedy
Bill Parker

Jerry Hicks

Tim E. McQueen

1977-1980
1981-1982
1983-1985
1986-1989
1990-Present
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Spring Branch Deacons

A.E. Alderman Gary Naylor
?utry Baggett Harvey Naylor

reeman Bass Randy Naylor
Robert Blue Walter Naylor
Earl Core Gene Patterson
Luther Core Casper Phillips
A.T. Dixon Floyd Phillips
Oliver Dixon Lester Phillips
Willie Dixon George Pope
Johnson Draughon Tommy Starling
Ted Gainey Hawley Stone
T.C. Gilbert Lamar Stone
Fred Giles Ollen D. Strickland
Elbert Glover Sam Strickland, Jr.
Lonnie Glover Sampson Strickland
Lewis N. Godwin Edgar T. Tew
Stephen D. Hawley Donald Turner
Galveston Hinson John Wade
Thomas Henry Hinson Richard Warren
Df)nnie Ray Jackson Ronald Warren
Hinton Jackson Noel E. West
Jesse Martin Jackson Thomas Williams
Jim Jackson Fred Williford
Orus Campbell Jackson Freddie Williford
John A. Layton Henry D. Williford
Joel G. Layton John C. Williford
Archie Lee, Jr. Daniel Mack williford
Wayne Lee Warren Williford
Alphonso Naylor Wilson (Bill) Williford
Carl Naylor Doyle Wise
Edgar Naylor Felton B. Wood

Garvis Naylor
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Sunday School Leaders 17951995

Mrs. A.B. Alderman

Gillespie Godwin

J.C. Williford

Joseph Naylor

D.H. Dixon

Albert Dawson

Ollen D. Strickland (42 years)
Miles Naylor

Thad Dixon

0)
ms, 191
W.N. Dixon (given much credit for Sunday School ro0

D.R. Warren

A.E. Alderman (son of Mrs. A.B. Alderman)

J.0. Newton

R.P. Harris

L.M. Core

C.0. Glover

Edgar Naylor

T.H. Hinson

Wayne Lee

Earl Core

Hawley Stone

Jimmy Johnson 5
Casper Phillips Supenn!endem
E?slzgebeth Jacll)cson (first General Sunday School

Freddie Williford

Ronald Warren

Susan Naylor ;

Joyce Bists (General Sunday School Superintendent)

Randy Naylor

Donnie Jackson

Carl Naylor
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Spring Branch Church Music

Gillespie Godwin
J.W. Layton

N.A. Layton
George F. Pope
T.J. Warren
George W. Naylor
J1.M. House

Neil M. Eason
R.M. Warren
Charles P. Layton
L.B. Core

D.R. Lee

1.V. Warren
Claudius Strickland
W.N. Dixon

D.R. Warren
Leslie Alderman
John Pat Alderman
Stacey Hawley
Sam Strickland, Jr.
Orus C. Jackson
A.T. Dixon
Thomas Williams
Freddie Williford
Ronald Warren

Leaders 1795-1995

Tina Gorby
Bonita West Crabtree

Sherry Baysa

Partial List of ;
Organists and Pianists

Delitha Naylor 3
Gladys Strickland Satterwhite

Olive Gray Herring
Glenda Naylor
Nellic Warren
Bonnie Jo Mclntyre
Sherry Baysa
Tammy Ward




Spring Branch Youth Directors 1795-1995

Tommy Hudgins December, 1979 - June, 1981

Sherry Williford August, 1981 - August, 1988

September, 1988 - March, 1989

Scott Raines
Mark Blalock January, 1990 - May, 1990
Randy Hand November, 1990 - May, 1992

Bonita West Crabtree June, 1992 - October, 1992

Beth Bartlett October, 1992 (Interim)
September, 1993 - Present
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Dunn Church
To Hold Revival ~

The Spring Branch Baptist
Church will hold a Tfévival
beginning September 28
through October 2.

The guest speaker will be
Rev. W.C. Hill of Mooresboro.
Services begin each night at
7:30 p.m. The revival will begin
Wednesday evening through
Sunday morning.

Rev. A.C. Hughes, the
interium pastor, and congrega-
tion, cordially invite everyone

[} to attend.

i ncord Tribune

\g_gmmnn:d—
urham Herald

Durham Sun 2
Elizabeth City Advance
Fayetteville Observer 1
Fayetteville Times
Gastonia Gazette
Goldsboro: News-Argus
Greensboro Dally News

SEP 21 1977
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pring Branch Baptist Ch i

hold its annual homecomingugfxl:u‘ivam
at'll a, m. with Dr, Ear] D. F .
thing, pastor of Eliwbm&o;;

Baptist Chureh Q&ﬁbzab’ etht
the speaker. Farthing, a nam 2‘;

Dunn, is a former9pastor

Baptist Church in Sam “

He is married to the fo ;
Cashwell of Dunn, daugl:t'::rofToHe
Paul Cashweli and the Jute e
Cashwell, ;

Dr. Farthing holds a ba
arts degree from Wakech;'ﬁe::
University, a master of Givinity
degree from the Southeastery
Baptist Theological Seminaryand
doctor of ministry degree from thz
Theological School of pp
University. He has been pastq-ew
the Elizabethtown church since lwgf

Special music b i
Branch Quartet, Co)t"neux':on?aprm8
the adult choir wil highlight v
morning worship service, Digm et
the grounds will follow the ser:ricoen
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On Aug. 17, Spring Branch
Baptist Church recognized the
Prayer Band for 31 years of
ministering to church and com-
munity. The Prayer Band
meets on Wednesdays at vari-
ous rest homes to minister
through singing, devotions and
prayer.
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Rev. Tim McQueen

McQueen To
Be Honored
Sunday

Thé Rev. Tim McQueen
will be honored during Pas-
tor Appreciation Day at

Snﬂnz&sl@__mmiit
Church Sunday in celebra-
tion of the 10th anniversary
of his ministry there.

Gault Is Guest Speaker

Dr. Ben Gault will be the
guest speaker. Pastor
McQueen, his wife, Donna,
and their sons, Stephen and
Michael will be the guests
of honor at a covered-dish
lunch following the morn-
ing service,. \\
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Baptist Men’s Day At
Spring Branch Baptist

N
F

T, |

Sunday will be Baptist Men? .
Day at Spring Branch Bap?jlsi 9 \

Church. The men of the church .

will teach the Sunday scheg]

classgs as well as leading in the

morning worship.

Cr:éig West :

Guest speaker will be fo,
member Craig West. Mr. W:sltl?;
a2002 graduate of Midway High
School and is presently a fregh,
masn at Methodist College,

Pring  Branch Bgpsi

Chqrch Is located at 233? ti\sit
Spring Branch Road in Dupy,
Tim E. McQueen is Pastor,

\
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\Keenagers Hold Meeting At Fanns

Twenty members of the

Keenagers of Snmg%agch
Baptist Church met at Fanng

Restaurant for their monthly
meeting.

Vice President Lamar Stone
opened the meetmg with

rayer.

Wmlfred Phillips gave a
devotion. Her topic was “Power
of Music.”

Several read Bible Scriptures
telling about music and the

effects music has on people.
wlmfred led in prayer and the
blessing for the food.

Shelby Porter read the min-
utes of the last meeting and
they were approved.

-—

The members discussed hav-
ing a pancake supper March 3
at the Mingo Community Cen-
ter.

Tickets for a queen-size quilt
were also to be sold and the
quilt awarded on the night of
the pancake supper.

The ladies were to bake cakes
and pies to be sold. They were
also to bring tea.

Gene Patterson dismissed the
group with prayer.

Those Attending

Those attending were Co-
Ordinators Cephas and Sharon
Phillips, Velma Godwin, Orus
and Sallie Jackson, Joe and

s -

77
¢

Blondell Naylor, Clayton and
Shelby Porter, Lester and Win-
fired Phillips, Lamar Stone, Bill
and Violet Williford, Phoeba
Williford, Grace Nalyor Esther
Whlttenton Gene and Amelia
Patterson and Edna Crumpler.
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Installation, Ordmatlon Service At
Sprmg Branch

Spring Branch Baptist
Church will have a Deacon
installation and Ordination
Service Sunday during the 11
a.m. worship service. The
Rev. Sammy McLamb, Scot
Phillips and Sherrill Lee will
be installed as new deacons
with three-year terms. Mr. Lee
will be ordained as a deacon.
] Spring Branch Baptist
f¢/l Church is located at 2391 N.

: £ # 1h Spring Branch Road, Dunn.
Shernll Lee - Tim E. McQueen is pastor.
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»i Downing To Perform Sunday
At Spring Branch Church

Ann Downing will be in con-
cert at Splrmg' Bdmngh Baptist
Church, located at 2391 N.
Spring Branch Road Sunday at 6
p.m.

Ms. Downing has performed
on the Gaithers videos and with
the Speer Family and the Down-
ings. =

“Singing News” named her as
1999s most successful soloist.
Now celebrating more than 30
years in gospel music, she

founded the Downings with her
husband, Pau,gn 1969, introduc-
ing classics likg “Greater Is He
That Is In Me,” “Operator,” and
“I've Got Confidence.”

Ms. Downing began her solo
career after Paul’s death in
1992, and was inducted into the
Gospel Music Hall of Fame in
1998 for her work with the
Speer Family. She hosts her own
“Middle Tennessee Women'’s
Retreat” each gpring. S

Ann Downing
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Y'Spring Branch To Observe
Baptist Men’s Day Sunday

Spring Branch Baptist Church,
Dunn, will conduct its annual
Baptist Men's Day this Sunday.

- The day will begin with an 8
a.m. church-wide breakfast pre-
pared by the ladies of the church.
The Rev. James Dees, pastor of
the Clement Baptist Church, will
be the guest speaker at the
breakfast.

Baptist Men will be teaching
during the Sunday school hour
and leading during the morning
worship hour,

Ray Stancil, a layman and dea-
con in the Coats Baptist Church,
will be the guest speaker.

Mr. Stancil is active in volun-
teer missionary work. He has

been to Brazil six times and also '

to Oklahoma City, Okla. He just
recently returned from Florida
where he went with a group of
North Carolina Baptist Men to
work in the “Andrew” disaster
area.

Dale Crabtree is president of

Ray Stancll

the Baptist Men. Tim E. McQueen
is pastor.




& CLIPPING SERVICE
1115 HILLSBORO

RALEIGH, NC 27603

TEL. (919) 833-2079

DAILY RECORD
DUNN, N.C,
CIR: 8,523

SEP 29 95

[ AN AT NS Y DT SINILAAY s

Wilma Lee

Sharon Phillips

Lee, Phillips Participate

r
1
f

| A commissioning service
| was held at the 11 a.m. worship
| hour last Sunday at Spring
Branch Baptist Church -in
Dunn. Wilma Lee and Sharon
| Phillips were commissioned by
i the church to go as volunteer
missionaries to Indonesia.

Mrs. Lee and Mrs. Phillips
departed from Fayetteville on
Sept. 25 and will return on Oct.
13. They will join a group of
volunteer missionaries
enroute. Their mission work
will take them to several
islands including Jakarda
Surabaya and Bali where they
will conduct Backyard Bible
chool, work in homes and

o ~1
oClivusl,

Eu/rc,hfs, and distribute 700
'

In Indonesia Mission Trip

copies of the book, “The Sav-
ing Life of Christ,” which is
printed in the Indonesian lan-
guage. The team will assist
Southern Baptist Missionaries
Marley and Rebecca Mason
and Rick and Beth Wolfe.
Earlier this year, three oth-
ers were commissioned as vol-
unteer missionaries from
Spring Branch: Carl Naylor
and Beth Bartlett to Brazil and
Evan Turner to New York.
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hiversary

Church To Observe 200th An

17 at 10
a.m., Spring—Branch Baptist
Church will hold its bicenten-
nial celebration. A large crowd
is expected to attend this event
and enjoy worship, fellowship,
and food with friends and rela-
tives who are coming back
home for this special occasion.
Spring Branch is located six
miles south of Dunn at 2391
Spring Branch Road.

The church was begun in
1795 at a site about two miles
north of its present location. It
was first known as Mingo Bap-
tist Church and in the early
1830s the church split due to a
conflict over missions. The
members began looking for
another place to worship and
eventually found that place
near a branch that was full of
springs. Thus this group
named their church, Spring
Branch Missionary Baptist
Church. The church has occu-
pied four different buildings
near its present site since that
time.

When the group left in the
1830s and needed a place to
meet, they were used a brand
new barn which Mr. Henry M.
Dawson had just completed.
Mr. Dawson, a Presbyterian at
the time, made it clear that if
that barn was needed for the
work of the Lord that this
group could use his barn for a
few years. The members met
there for some 35 years since
the third building was erected
about 1870. Incidentally,
Henry M. Dawson became a
member of Spring Branch a
few years later and is one of
the forefathers of many of the
Willifords in the area.

In fact, part of the timber
from this barn was used to
build the new church in 1870. .

At the close of the Civil War,
Spring Branch began plans to
build a new church. This

On Sunday Sept.

|
|
|
i
|

Bicentennial Celebration — $pring

Branch Baptist Church in

Dunn will commemorate its 2¢0th anniversary with special ser-
vices this Sunday. Rev. Tim MgQueen is the current pastor.

church was a large structyre
for its time and later had Syp.
day school classes added. The
building was completed i,
1870 and served as the chypcp
until 1906. After that, jt

used as Sunday Schog] clasa 1
rooms, as a school, and eyen 1
ally as a lodge for the Wi tu-
men of the World; +00d-

During the late 1g¢q
Spring Branch grew rapigy
and it was necessary to erect
new church. The new buildixg
was dedicated in 1906. Therg
were some additions made
the years went by and t
«white church” as it's fon
remembered, was used un
1958. Since it was in such dig
need of repairs, Spring Bran
voted to go with a new buildi
program.

In 1958, the new fellows
hall was dedicated and it Wis
also used as the sanctualxé
Then in the mid-1960’s WO
was begun on the new sancly-
ary and in 1965 the new buly-

ing was completed. This mod-
ern brick sanctuary is large
enough that over 500 people
were seated for a recent
areawide crusade.

In 1952 Spring Branch built
ijts first parsonage and also
called its first full-time pastor.
The parsonage served the
chureh and its pastors well
until 1986 when a new parson-
age was erected. g v

Numerous good, solid citi-
zens have been influenced pos-
itively by dedicated pastors
and teachers at the church.
One such leader was A.B.
Alderman. Mr. Alderman
became the church pastor in

1855 and was responsible for
hurches

including
Church in Falcon and Greem
wood Baptist Church, which 1%
now Dunn First Baptisf
Church. a
Another person influentid
in Spring Branch’s history wa§
J. Archibald Campbell.

1888, he accepted a call as pas-
tor and he served in that posi-
tion for 44 years. Mr. Campbell
was founder and headmaster
of the Buies Creek Academy ,
now Campbell University
named in his honor and the
largest Baptist college in the
state.

Church records show that in
1904, Casper C. Warren was
among those baptized. Dr.
Warren’s family had long
attended Spring Branch and he
had his earliest training there.
He was pastor of a large
church in Charlotte in the late
1950s when he was elected
president of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention. Dr. Warren
was instrumental in beginning

‘the 30,000 Movement which

has enabled Southern Baptists
to become the largest Protes-
tant denomination in the U.S.
Pastor Tim  McQueen
extends a invitation for all to
be a part of this special cele-
bration. “ -
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Southern Baplist missionaries,
Michael and Ethel Ledbetter, will
be the guest speakers Sunday in
the 11 a.m. worship service at
Spring Branch Baptist Church,
Spring Branch Road, Dunn.

The Ledbetters have served as
missionaries to Mexico since
1968. Prior to their transfer to
Mexico, they served in San Jose,
Costa Rica, 1963-64 and in Pana-
jachel, Guatemala, 1964-67.

The Rev. Michael Ledbetter is a
graduate of Carson-Newman Col-
lege and Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary.

His wife, Ethel, is a graduate of
Mars Hill College and Pledmont
Bible College.

Tim E. McQueen is pastor of
Spring Branch.

Fall Festival

Spring Branch Baptist Church
will hold its annual Fall Festival
Saturday from 6:30 until 8 p.m.
The Fall Festival is a Christian
alternative to Halloween.

Booths include a bean bag
throw, cupcake walk, ring toss,
face painting, cookie craft, fishin’
fun, and a duck pond. The most

Michael |edbetter

test
creative in the costu®® SN
(Biblical charactcr?or GOd S Crea-l
tions) wil} pe awarded ar 31:0013]‘
Prize as wi]j (he winnef®® ¢ €O

oring contegt,

Other acyyities inclidS 2 hay-
ride, a hot dog dinnef and special

enteﬂalnment. Youﬂg children

Lé&betters To Be At Spring Branch

e

Ethel Ledbetter

must be accompanied by an
adult.

For more information, contact
Donna McQueen at 892-2306.

Spring Branch Church is
located six miles south of Dunn
on the Spring Branch Road.
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“"" Dunn Welcomes Spring Branch Pastor

The Reverend Paul 8.
Kennedy recently joined the
Spring Branch Baptist Church
of Pope Road, south of Dunn, as

the new pastor. He is a May
graduate of Southeastern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in
Wake Forest.

Rev. Kennedy holds a BSME
degree from the University of
Idaho and an MBA degree from
the University of Massachy.
setts. He served as Interim
Pastor of Moncure Baptist
Church prior to coming to the
Dunn Community.

Kennedy is a native of
Washington State and grew up
on farms near Spokane. Since
his graduation from the Unj.
versity of Idaho in 1956, he has
served in the Army and held

positions with Brunswick, The
Boeing Company, and the
General Electric Company in
Hickory, as well as operating
his own retail business with the
help of his wife,

Rev. Kennedy's wife is the
former Sandra G. Groseclose of
Marion, Virginia. He and
Sandra have three sons,
Brandt, who is currently
employed in Wake Forest;
Brian, who is a junior at the
University of North Carolina at
Greensboro; and Barry, who is
a sophomore at Lenoir-Rhyne
in Hickory.

The Dunn community would

like to welcome Rev. Kennedy
and his family to the area.

REV. PAUL S. KENNEDY
g I S
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| Spring

Branch
honors

Hughes

The Rev. A.C. Hughes
will be honored as pastor
emeritus this Sunday
during the morning wor-
ship service at Spring
Branch Baptist Church.

Hughes served as pastor
of the church from 1988 to
1974,
Natives of Shelby,
Hughes and his wife, Essie,
returned there while he
served for 16 months as
interim associational
director of missions, and as
jnterim pastor of several
churches.

- Since returning to
Sampson County in 1977,
Hughes has served a
pumber of interim
pastorates, including two

Rev. A.C. Hughes

at Spring Branch, and a 34-
month interim at Mingo
Baptist Church.

*‘Mr. Hughes and his wife
!lave taken an active part
in_this community.” said
the Rev., William L.
Parker, pastor of Spring
Branch. ‘““They have lived,
labored and loved as
Christlike examples for all
of us.”

Parker has recently been
called to pastor the church,
located on Pope Road, five
miles south of Dunn.
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Gault Homecoming Speaker
At Spring Branch Baptist

The Spring Branch Baptist
Church, on Spring Branch Road
in Dunn, will hold its annual
homecoming service on Sunday.

The theme for the day will be
“Celebrating Our Faith.”

Dr. Ben Gault, executive direc-
tor of the New South River Baptist
Association, will be the guest
speaker.

Prior to coming to the New
South River Association, Dr.
Gault served as director of mis-
sions for the Pee Dee Baptist
Association in Rockingham.

Bonita Crabtree, minister of
music, will be leading the choir in
special music.

A covered dish meal will follow
the morning worship.

The Rev. Tim E. McQueen is
pastor.

Harmony To

Harmony Baptist Church is
planning revival services begin-
ning Sunday morning and conti-
nuing nightly Sunday through
Wednesday.

The Rev. Stan Welch, pastor of
Blackwelder Park Baptist Church
in Kannapolis, will lead the revi-
val. The Rev. Welch is a 1978 gra-
duate of Fruitland Baptist Bible
Institute and is a 1989 graduate
of Luther Rice Bible College and
Seminary in Jacksonville, Fla.
The Rev. Welch is presently work-
ing on his master's degree at
Luther Rice.

He is married to the former
Melody: Russ. The Welches have
three children, Jamey, Joshua
and John.

A covered-dish supper will be
served Sunday night at 6. Special
singing will be featured each night
of the revival.

Harmony Baptist Church is
located three miles south of Lil-
lington on N.C. 210.

Dr. Ben Gault

Hold Revival
_ e

Rev. Stan Welch

%
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' Spring Branch Revival
v

ring Branch Baptist Church, - S

Route 1, Dunn, will hold a revival

Sunday through Wednesday with

the Rev. Jimmy Johnson of Wallace

as speaker.

Sunday Morning services will be
at 11 o’clock. All other services will
be at 7:30 p.m. Interim Pastor Dr.

/ Millard Brown and the members

invite everyone to come and hear

the Rev. Johnson, who feels that he

has a special calling to do interim

and bi-vocational pastoring.

The Rev. Johnson is a 1960

graduate of Dunn High School and

received a BA degree from

Methodist College in Fayetteville in

1964. He has also had graduate

courses from East Carolina Univer-

sity and Southeastern Seminary.

He was licensed into the ministry

by Spring Branch Baptist Church

on January 12, 1964.

. 'He has served as Interim Pastor ;

in the following churches: Spring Presently he is employ:

Branch, Dunn, East Erwin, Erwin; N.C. Division of Motor V.

wﬁltfield. Dunn; Penderlea, Wil- 2 Driver Education RerprCD.,

d; Sharon Chinquapin, Dobson for Duplin and Pender Crship

Chape], Magnolia; Rose Hill, _ The Rev. Johnson is ng yyg

Rosehjll; Mount Holly, Burgaw; Mr. and Mrs. Roy A. Jolrgyg,
‘Shiloh Watha, Shiloh, Chinquapin; 3, Dunn. Special mus

Wells Chapel, Wallace; and John- church choir and visit
ool oo given each night,
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Spring

The Rev. A.C. Hugheswﬂ]
be honored as Pastor Emeritus
Sunday morning during the
morning worship service at
Spring Branch Church in Dunn.

Rev. Hughes served the
church as active pastor from
1968 until 1974. He and his
wife, Mrs. Essie Hughes,

Branch Church
Will Honor Rev. Hughes

returned to their home in
Shelby where Hughes served
as Interim Director of Missions
and Interim pastor of several
churches.

The Hughes returned to
Sampson County in 1977 to
serve two interim patorates at
_Spring Branch Church and a

REV. A.C. HUGHES

34-month-long interim at Mingo
Baptist Church,

“The couple has been closely
associated with Baptist church-
es in the area for 15 years, and
has lived, labored, and loved as
a Christlike example for all of
us,” said William L. Parker,
pastor of Spring Branch,

Hughes is presently conduct-
ing services at Antioch Baptist
Church in Faleon during the
illness of their pastor.

The Rev. Charles Stevens,
Director of Missions for the
New South River Baptist
Association, will also officiate
for a Pastor Installation

' Service. Parker was recently

called to pastor the congrega-
tion,

The church is located five
miles south of Dunn on Pope
Rd. Friends of the Rev. Hughes
are invited to attend. & %




=< Homecoming Service Planned
At Spring Branch Church

Spring Branch Baptist Church
will hold its annual Homecoming
service Sunday at 11:00 a.m.

Dr. Earl D. Farthing, pastor of
Elizabethtown Baptist Church in
Elizabethtown will be the guest
speaker. Farthing, a native of
Dunn, is a former pastor of Mingo
Baptist Church in Sampson County.

Farthing is the son of Mrs. James
S. Farthing of Dunn, and the late
Mr. Farthing. He is married to the
former Tookie Cashwell, daughter
of Mrs. Paul Cashwell of Dunn, and
the tate Mr. Cashwell. The
Farthings have two children. Cathy
teaches in the Harnett County
School system, while Earl, Jr. is
employed with Wachovia Bank in
Goldsboro. His brother, Jim, is
Director of Admissions for Camp-
bell University in Buies Creek.

—

Farthing holds 3 Bachelor of Arts
degree from Wake Forest Univers-
ity, a Master of Divinity degree
from Southeastern Baptist Theolo-
gical Seminary, and a Doctor of
Ministry degree from The Theologi-
cal School of Drew University. He
has pastored Elizahethtown Baptist
Church since 1977,

Special music by the Spring
Branch Quartet, Cornerstone, and
the adult choir will also highlight
the morning worship service. The

DR. EARL D. FARTHING

music program of the church is
under the director of Mrs. Sherry
Spell.

A  bountiful
Ground” will follow the morning
worship service. Bill Parker, pastor

“Dinner on the

of the church, invites former
members and friends of Spring
Branch tg atigs
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Dr. Talmage Williams

Williams To Speak

Spring Branch Baptist
Church, located at 2397 [
Spring Branch Road in Dunn,
will observe Baptist Men’s
Day Sunday. The guest speak-
er will~be bDr. Télmage
Williams from the Baptist
Stateé Convention of North
Carolina. Dr. Williams wijj
speak on the Alaska/North
Carolina Mission Partner.
ship.

The men of the church
under the leadership of Don-
nie Jackson, brotherhooq
director and Randy Naylor,
Baptist Men’s president, wij)j
teach the Sunday Schoo]
classes and lead in worship,
Tim E. McQueen is pastor,

Dr. Williams servyeg as
administrative associate
Staff Development
Human Resources,
Carolina Baptist State Con.
vention in Cary. .

He is a native of Rando]pp,
County. Mrs. Wil S is the
formier Dolores Allred als, of
Randolph County. They hgy,q
three children and fjy

grandchilaren. .
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Lester Phillips

Winifred Phillips

Couple To
Be Honored

Lester and Winifred Phillips
were selected as the Senior
Adult Members of the Year

by the_Spring Branch Bap-
tist Church Keenagers.
They are the first couple to
every be selected for this
honor. The Keenagers are
made up of the Senior
Members of the church.
The couple will be honored
Sunday during the church
service for the many contri-
butions they have given to

the church and commun'&y
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Spring Branch Sets Revival

Dr. Millard Brown, inte-
rim pastor of Spring Branch
Church, Rt. 1, Dunn, has
anpounced that the church will
be holding revival services
next week.

Gervices will begin Sunday
night, April 3 and extend
through Friday night, April 8.
Thé services will begin at 7:30
nightly except on Sunday when
services begin at 6 p.m.

The guest speaker will be
the Rev. J. Garland Bordeaux.
He is originally from the
Wilmington area and served

churches in the Bladen and
Columbus County area for the
13 years.

More recently he has served
as pastor of Moon’s Chapel
Baptist Church for the past 12
years. During this time he has
been active in Associational
affairs, having served as
Moderator  of the Historic
Sandy Creek Association for
two terms, and many other
positions.

He also served as chairman
of the Chatham County Chris-
tian Action League in the

defeat of liquor-by-the-drink in
1973 and also again in the
defeat of beer and wine sales in
1980.

Bordeaux attended Campbell
University and the University
of North Carolina at Wilming-
ton and has done extensive
Seminary Extension work over
the years.

He is married to the former
Pauline Hardee of Whiteville
and they have two 800§, The
oldest is a minister ;,
Hillsborough, and the Youngest
is a student at qampbeu
University, majoring In relig.
ion.
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PRAISING THE LORD . |
AT MIDWAY SCHOOL,.

: Ten . of dui@”neighboring
. Sampson County . Churches
tonight, will- close”a five-night
~ crusade at Midway High Schoo]
-‘and it proved to be’an extreme-
ly inspiring series bf revival
services, -~ T
Crowds filled the high schoo]
-auditorium night after nightto
ar :Evangelist~,-Waynq Bris-
' tow, a nationally kno,wn:minis-,
ter and' revivalist who 'was
making his second visit. t, the
-area’.r ] b 1\I‘.j‘!,|.g:\4_\‘."n_ 3
He had held a revival at one
. of the*churches_'several Years
ago and was rei ed by popu-
lar demand, -~ i LT
* Evangelist Bristow is a min-
~ ister.who_tells,‘it_ like,it,is,-'which,
isn’t always What ‘Some people
want to hear.. o S
Itisn’t often.that10 churches
o ; “ . get

(]

_I o) . . R . 1
| ;%'Sﬁfd'y
T 3B SE 1

Cﬁngfaﬁﬂaﬁonitofthose min<
isters, theiri staffs ‘ang their
choirs and musicians who com.
bined their voices in ,
choir of.nearly 209 Or more,

ding to'the Success, of the . |
‘crusade was. mygije evangeljst |
Steve Shirk, ‘who directed the |
Jolr and also . did ~ spegia). |
musm.,;,;,’.,‘,@;j-' D o Tl i §
“The music, “too,’
great,

P

W Great Thou

. There was none of that trend
of trying to make: cute; jazzy,
different ‘op Strange.variations
of * “Amazing'¥ Grace,. and
Jesus Loves Me.” Nobody can ||

:AProve' on. the original ver-
Slons of these hymng ' L

ohe;song sheet includeq such
8f'nump¢r8é'as:#-‘l'dHQVe
Ao Follow:: Jesus,”
As:J: A'ml’;i;‘He’s Got The

r *Hi

[
)

ven”" and'
e Liveg » BN
{piteh do"you heay
14t in' some church;
f of th
Crusade was in -t
geople,g,wh,q made

<
1

s

last nighti. AR
- Our :;r;elig,l,;boring “Sampson
Churche Ve, indeed, set ap

. -abo
-ed in any way:. Watrs

3

- Don’t miss tonight%ﬁlﬁ@iclos-
5 .. o T
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Little Things

Continﬁed From Page One

(]

LITTLE NOTES: Loretta
Warren received a great Valep-
tine’s Day gift from her hys-
band, Ronnie. He surprised his
pretty wife with a classic
sports convertible automobile,
They took it to the big automo-
bile show at Myrtle Beach apd
it received a lot of raves from
the crowd... If you want to see
bull riding at its best, be at the
Double T Arena on Surles Road
in Benson Friday night at 7.
These bull-riding shows will be
held the first and third Friday
night of the month. It’s a fine
sport and real fun to witness...
Jerome Caudle is proudly
announcing to his friends that
he’s going to become a dz_xddy in
about four months. I believe he
said it’s going to be a boy, tool...
County Commissioner Joe
Bowden seldom misses a meet-
ing of the Harnett Democratic
Executive Committee but had a
conflict that kept him away

from the meeting Chairman-
A.J. Stephenson held Thursday
night at John'Boy’s Restaurant
in Lillington... “I sure hated to
miss it, too,” said Commission-
er Bowden... Chairman
Stephenson is putting new
enthusiasm in the party in Har-
nett... N.C. Rep. Edgar -V.
Starnes of Granite Falls is mar-
ried to the former Marilyn
Coats of Coats.’ Harnett Rep.
Don.Davis says Edgar is a fine
legislator and - his wife is
charming. Her parents still
reside in Coats and she comes
back often... Happy birthday to
Mrs. Brent (Susan) Adams, who
added another year. She said
her only celebrating today will
be to sign up for a Bible study.
She’s a former president of the
Christian Woman’s Club and
devotes a lot of time to church
work. It isn’t everybody who
can boast of having two pretty
daughters-in-law with birth-
days just one day apart. Mrs.
Bart (Regina) Adams had

birthday Tuesday. i
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l[‘Sprlng Branc

On Oct. 6 Spring Branch
Baptist Church recognized
their Girls in Action in an
evening service. This was the
second annual recognition ser-
vice for the GAs, who were
presented with badges and
certificates they had earned
for their involvement in and
completion of various mission-
related projects.

The following badges and
certificates were presented;

Mission Adventures: Jessica
Evans, Sedonia Evans, Whit-
ney Hair, Courtney Naylor,
Allison Phillips, Jordan Smith,
Sarah Valley, Amber Evans,
Shanna Knowles, Shannon
Warren and Danielle Wood.

Buffy Bookworm Reading
Club: Whitney Hair, Courtney
Naylor, Allison Phillips, Jor-
dan Smith and Sarah Valley.

Ginny GA Reading Club:
Kimberly Cox, Amber Evans,
Shanna Knowles, Shannon
Warren and Danielle Wood.

Christmas in August: Whit-
ney Hair, Courtney Naylor,
Allison Phillips, Jordan Smith,
Sarah Valley, Kimberly Cox,
Amber Evans, Shanna
Knowles and Danielle Wood.

Foreign Mission Study: Jes-
sica Evans, Sedonia Evans,
Whitney Hair, Courtney Nay-
lor, Allison Phillips, Jordan
Smith, Sarah Valley, Kimberly
Cox, Amber Evans, Shanna
Knowles and Danielle Wood.

' GA Day Camp: Jessjea
Evans, Sedonia Evans, Whit-
ney Hair, Allison Phillips, Kim.

GAs Honoreq — Spring Branch honored its GAs for their n

h GAs Honore;di

VOlve.

ment in and gompletion of mission-related projects. Among thosg

honored were

berly Cox, Danjelle Wood, Allison Phillips, Shanna Knowles, A,
Evans and (front row from left) Jessica Evans, Courtne

ictured back row from left) Shannon Wayr,

en, Kim.
Mmber

Sedonia Evang, Jordan Smith, Whitney Hair and Saran Vah’eyaylor.

berly Cox, Amber Evans,
Shanna Kpqwles, Shannon
Warren and Danielle Wood.

GA Camp; Kimberly Cox,
Amber Evans, Shanna
Knowles, Shagnon Warren and
Danielle Wood.

Honor wag also given to
graduating GAs. Allison
Phillips grgluated from
Younger GAs (grades 1-3) to
Older GAs (grades 4-6). Kim-

berly Cox and Shanng

graduated from Oldelxl- VGV‘}fre"

AcTeens (grades 7-12), S to
Following the re°°8nition

service, a reception
the Baptist Young W(})1 med b

held in the church’
hall.

GA leaders are
McQueen and Mrs D°nna
Phillips. The Rey ~2wn
McQueen is pastor. Tim

n
s fenowgf,?;
Mrs, p
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Spring Branch Baptist
Church, located on the
northern tip of Sampson
County, was organized in
1795 as Mingo Church.

It was known as Mingo
until about 1832, when a
split occurred among the
membership. Some of the
congregation adopted a
form of extreme
Calvanism, then known as
“hardshellism.”

The Mingo Church had
been active in
Associational activities
and in support of missions.
The church split, with most
of the congregation leaving
to continue in the
‘‘Missionary  Baptist”
Tradition.

Henry M. Dawson invited
the missionary Baptists to
use a newly constructed
barn as a meeting place
until 2 new building could
be constructed.

The barn was near a little
creek known as Spring
Branch, and the church
took its name from this
small waterway.

Joseph Dawson, the
owner of the land on which
the Mingo church stood,
ordered the ‘‘hardshellers”
off his property, so they
relocated at a place called
Spring Hill.

Spring Branch Baptist
Church has been housed in
three buildings since oc-
cupying the Dawson barn,

The first building was
erected in the mid-1800s.
The second was dedicated

| in 1905, with four Sunday

Sf)ring Branch Baptist Church

school rooms added in 1910.
The third and present
structure was dedicated
April 25, 1965.

Included among the
heritage of Spring Branch
is the Rev. J.A. Cainpbell,
who pastored the church
for 45 years and founded
the college now known as
Campbell University.

Another noted former
member is Dr. Casper C.
Warren, who joined Spring
Branch as a boy and later
became the president of the
Southern Baptist Con-
vention.

Today, the church has a
resident membership of
246, with just over 180
enrolled in Sunday school.

In September this year,
the membership called the
Rev. William A. Parker as
pastor.

The chairman of the
board of deacons is Randy
Naylor.

Bill Williford is the
church clerk, and Sherry

Spell serves as minister oL_‘

music.

Photo by Claire Brisson




'Spring Branch Church
Holds Fall Festival

Spring Branch Baptist Church
of Dunn held its third annual Fall
stival, reports Donna
1=l\:[(zzgueen. coordinator for the
event. g
A coloring and costume contest
were held and the winners were:

_ mColoring Contest — Whitney
Hair, 2-3 year olds; Sam Valley,
4-5 year olds; Stephen McQueen,
6-7 year olds; Justin Gainey, 8
and up.

B Costume Contest — Craig
West dressed as Moses with the
Ten Commandments; Kyle Ward,
Noah's Ark; and Brittany Wal-
lace, a flower.

The theme of the costume con-
test was a Biblical character or
one of God's creations.

The highlight of the night was
“Bigfoot the Clown” with his mag-
ic and balloons.

Tim E. McQueen is pastor.

| Costume Contest — Costume contest winners were (f .
West, Kyle Ward and (not pictured) Brittany War (from left) Craig

Coloring Contest — Coloring contest winners were (from
Sam Valley, Stephen McQueen, Justin Gainey and Whl(tney :'t;?r_left)




CLIPPING SERVICE
1115 HILLSBORO
RALEIGH, NC 2750;’
TEL. (919) 833-207

DAILY RECORD
DUNN, N.C.

(]“,?L' ? l"' (47

“ McQueen Honored With

Spring— Branech -+ Baptist
Church honored Pastor Tim
e (1
prising him with a Pastor’s
Appreciation Day. Rev.
McQueen and his family com-
pleted their seventh year at
Spring Branch.

Pastor McQueen was given a
well-earned day off and was
told Dr. Ben Gault, Director of
Missions for the New South
River Association, would
speak on Sunday morning.

Pastor McQueen was quite
surprised when his father, Ed
McQueen, and his brother,
Tony McQueen, both from
Kannapolis, arrived to join in
honoring him on his special
day.

Other. guests included Dr.
and Mrs. Gault and Dr. and
Mrs. Tom Freeman of Dunn.
Dr. Freeman was interim pas-
tor at Spring Branch prior to
the arrival of the McQueens.

As part of the morning ser-

vice, Rev, McQueen was
nv;.l_l_*ded a boutonniere identi-

e. te McQueen and Family

fying him as the honored per-
son; a plaque from the congre-
gation of Spring Branch com-
memorating seven years of
dedicated service to the

church and to the community;
and a love offering of $1,151
which was given through Sun-
day School classes. A covered
dish dinner was held in the fel-

Appreciation Servicé

lowship hall following the ser-
vice.

Fostering Growth

Spring Branch celebrated
its 200th birthday in 1995.
Under Pastor McQueen’s lead-
ership the church hosted a
Bicentennial Celebration in
1995; hosted two area-wide
Wayne Bristow Crusades;
established an annual Fall Fes-
tival for the kids on Halloween
as an alternative to trick and
treat and an annual Wild Game
Supper; and is working to
improve regular programs
such as the recent Vacation
Bible School which had an
enrollment of 170 and an aver-
age attendance of 135.

Pastor McQueen is assisted
by his wife, Donna. They have
two sons, Stephen, 12, and
Michael, 9..Both attend Plain
View Elementary School.

Spring Branch Baptist
Church is located six miles
south of Dunn on Spring
Branch Road. [




L'Lh 1115 HIL Lo
0 RALEIGH, NC 27603
G{}. TEL. (919) 833.2079

DAILY RECORD
DUNN, N. ¢,
D-8,000

NOV 18-82

e b———
A

R D 1)

Page 6 - The Daily Record, Dunn, N -c

.

k Tﬁ“‘d"y Afternoon, November 18, 1982
‘"I"J[Ibq,.

Baptist Fo

| Four area Baptist chur+
ches will come °‘together to
learn more about foreign
missions on Sunday and
Monday, Nov. 21 and 22.

Antioch, Godwin and Mingo
IBaptist Churches will jqip with
Spring Branch Baptist Church
in bringing Dr. and Mrs.
Robert (Bob and Kay) Culpep-
peper will lead in the Sunday
sessions which will be at 11
a.m.,, 5 and 7 p.m. Mrs, Cain
will teach the foreign missions
study beginning at 7 p.m.
Monday.

Spring Branch is located four *

. and one half miles south of 1-95

on Pope Road. The public is
cordially invited to come and
joine in these emphases,

Bob was awarded his docto-
rate from the Southern Baptist
Seminary in 1950 and immedi-
‘ately he and Kay went to
Japan as missionaries. They
served in Japan for 30 years.

i

T s

i ik £

DR. ROBERT CULPEPPER'
During that time they founded
t.hﬂﬁe churches, and pastored 5
fourth church while' Bob wag
also professor of theology gt
Seinan Gakuin University ang
the Asia, Baptist Gradyate

e — e N

reign Missions

il IS O T BB R

MRS. JUANITA CAIN

Seminary,

He is currently professor of
thedlogy at Southeastern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary and

i8 pastoring a Japanese mission

in Fayetteville. Bob will preach

—————— “__-—-_—_—_:__‘_‘_ (V
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during the mq

Spring Braneh, 15 "
will share . °
experiences gy
nese culture a¢ g

A snack breg), :
6:15 and theyati'f la
p-m. service, e bri
wealth of g
insight andexperie:ce
fascinating w in
welcome. o Everyone is

Juanita Cajp '\ . ,
forign missiong ead the
begins at 7 p.m, A;:‘:zy w;;id‘
22 at ‘Spring Branch, g, :v.
served as chairpergey e
missions education for the N
South River Baptist Associa
tion and has taught missiong
throughout the association for
the last 24 years.

She presently is serving on
the board of advisors to the
President of Campbell Univer-
sity. She is a retired officer of
Cross Creek Federal Savings
and Loan in Fayetteville and is

4 member of Lebanon baptm
Church, She makes foreign

| missions gtudies “come alive.”

EVeryone is cordially invited
to this study., .° H Jr

B T Sl Sk v ]
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