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Baptist _church in her native coun­ 
try, despite having to suffer perse­ 
cution far being Cbristian. 

"We were not allowed to go to 
clmrch, especially children," she 
said of the days before the brealrup 
of the Soviet Union. ! 

''The police visited us and inter­ 
---=-ru~iJ)ted our services. My pastor was 

in prison for five years because he 
preached the gospel" 

Her parents were also persecut­ 
ed, fined large sums ot money for 
practicing their Christian beliefs. 

Kurs said things did not change 
very much for the church after the 
fall of communism. "I guess we 
don't have communism anymore, 
but people what work in the schools 
used to be communist," she said. 
"Tbey didn't change." - 

But going to church changed 
Kurs. She didn't develop her love of 
music until after high seheol, and 
the church was the reason for it, 
"I go to church and I bear other 

people sing," she said. "I want to 
sing myself. For that I have to 
have education. It's better to have 
education than sing without it." 

She would spend up to three 
hours in worship services each 
week, often listening to as many as 
four pastors on one Sunday, sitting 
shoulder to shoulder on bard bench- 
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es with no backs. tfl-.,.as~ awa· 
··"We sing much more than you 

do here," she said. "We pray dow!I 
on our knees." j - ... iut& oe(e 

None of that meant aiiytbfu'g'.'fO 
government officials, who decided 
her future was as a shoe teclulolo­ 
gist, not a musician. - • • j? ·~cu 

When the New South Rivei<mhi: 
isters returned in 1997 for lf'se<:ond 
visit, Kurs bad learned ebo'Ugh 
English to allow ber to serve as 
their principal interpreter for 'the 
trip. · · ;noi1mc? 

It was then they learned or her 
desire to study music, and the re­ 
fusal of her country to offer an 
education to a Christian. •· i 

"We had to go through the entire 
admission process and get her ac­ 
cepted as a student at Methodist 
before we could bring her over," 
Owens said. - - ----- 

- Kurs said she is still adjusting to 
life in America and hasn't bad time 
to be homesick yet. 
"I want to compose music, to 

conduct," she said. "I want to do 
my best." 


