
Sunday 
November 6, 1994 WINSTON-SALEM ]OlR~AL PAGE A13 

• Business 
• Columns INSIGHT 
• Editorials 

TWO VOICES 

I'm a Southern Baptist 
and 

I Be ieve • • • 
Theology and politics run deep 

as people of faith struggle to worl{ together 
By Amy Andrews 
JOURNAL REPORTER 

B aptists have been engaged in 
afierce struggle since conser-
vatives started taking control 
of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention in 1979. The struggle 

is now filtering down to many of the state 
conventions, including the Baptist State 
Cmu,ention of North Carolina, ll'hich 
u:ill hold its annual n1Reting Friday and 
Saturday at Joel Coliseum. 

The dijferences betwee,i so-called mod-
erates and conservati11es are real for 
Southern Baptists. And the debate touch-
es on a wide range of issiws, from inter-
vreting the Bible, to abortion all(J the role 
of women in society and the church. 

But many Baptists don't e1·e11 umler-
stand - or care - 1dwt it is tliei1· lead-
ers are fighting about. "Many of them 
know something's going on but ore just 
not interested in r,ett i 11g i m•uil'ed i II a 
controversy," said the Rel'. Amis Daniel, 
the moderator of the Pilot Mountain Bap-
tist Association, a coll<'ct ion of lo<'al 
Southern Baptist churches. 

Q 
O: lVlwt does it mean to you lo be 

a South.em Baptist? 
Kennedy: Theologically, it just fits 

me - the belief in the divinity of .Jesus 
Christ, salvation through faith, belief in 
the scripture as the word of Goel, and 
baptism as a symbol, not as nece ·sary 
to salvation. 

Martin: It means being a people who 
love the Lord and God's word, whos 
lives are guided by the Bible ~ our ul-
timate source of authority, who are i11de-
pe11dent and who are strong believers 
in the Great Commission, where ,Jesus 
tells us we are to be witnesses. 

Q: How would you <iPfine what this 
controi•ert.y between so-called moder-
ates a n<l conserva ti oes i.s a /mu t? 

Martin: It's not anything new. Any-
body that's familiar with Southern Baptist 
history knows U1at ther<''s been C'ontro-
versy b •tween parties going all th ' way 
back into the 1800s. If I were to try to 
boil it down, I would say it tends to focus 
on people's views of the scriptures. 
Those of us who call ourselves conserva-
live Southern Baptists n•gard the Bible 
to be the inerrant word of God, totally in-

Neitlwr the Rev. Paul S. Kennedy of 
United Baptist nor the Re11. C/i(lr[es FI. 
Martin of Cornerstone Baptist has /Jee11 
in lite forefront in the battle for co11trnl. 
But each has watched the political ma-
neu1w1 i11gs for seminaries ancl other 
Baptist in'>titutions and agreed to talk 
a/Jou/ the split in the 1wlio11's largest 
Protnsta11t de11omi11atio11. 

The c·om11w11ts ,1f tll<'sn two pastors -
Martin u co111>ervative, Ken,wdy o 111<1<1 

eratc - aren't meant to be the q[Jkial 
"pm·ty line" for the two .sides. As with 
secular politics, talking with a cloze11 
people rnn yield a dozen different "pin-
ions. But tlwrP is wirle agn'ement 011 tit is: 
The /Jnlll<' among the Southern Baptists 
has at times di11erted a/lentio11 Jm111 
tltei,·ce11tral mission ojcoop('rative 111i11-
i:;t l'IJ. 

"It's <list11r/Ji11g," said Daniel, 1/w in-
• te1·i111 pastm· at First Bo1itist Church in 

Khu/. "Co11/1ict duesn 't do <1 rt!} r1oncl for 
the Ch I isl icrn .fait/1. The 1oorlcl /o(}ks <1/ it 
ancl l<1uglts. We're fighti11u th<' wro11g 
e1w1r1i<'s. The enemy L<;n't us, it's the ri<'ll-
il. " 

& A 
pir •d by lhe Holy Spirit. Therefon', 

the wav that we develop our vit•ws on is-
SU<'l> .....:. social, ethical issuel> - nnne 
from that interpretation or the scriptures. 
Whereas those Southern Baptists who 
are labeled - and I don't like lalwls, L>ut 
it's just a given right now - those who 
are mocl<'rate Southern Baptists maybe 
don't shan• our vi •ws regarding the in-
errancy of the scriptme. 

Kennedy: It was about control and 
power - which group, in parti ·ular 
which individuals, will b • in C'Ontrol of 
Ute t·o11w11tion. Al the state level, that's 
still true. At the Southern Baptist Con-
vent.ion level, it's about how to do ehur<'h. 

Tlwrc wen• t.hc Sandy Creek and 
Charleston associalions ba<'k in I 8,IG, and 
the Charleston group was fairly high 
chureh - with t.'dut"ated ministt'rs, fnirl 
formal worship style, somewhat liturgi-
cal for Baptists. WherC'as the Sandy Crel'k 
as ociation was very fr(•c-flowing, min-
isters wen• not ve1y well edul'ated and 
caml' out of the church. There was a 
Jot of n•vivalistil' spirit, it was Cl'ttainly 

See BAPTISTS, Page A20 

Paul s. Kennedy 

The Rev Paul S Kennedy has been the pastor of 
the 129-member United Baptist Church on N C 65 near 
Rural Hall since October 1991. 

The congregation at Forest Hill Baptist Church , 
where he had served since May 1989, divided then and 
joined with members of Bethania Baptist Crurch to 
create United Baptist. 

Some of the members at Forest Hill had wanted 
the church to relocate . But about one-third of the rea-
son for merging, according to Kennedy's estimate, 
was over theological differences. 

Kennedy, 60, is an engineer who grew up in West 
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Virginia in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
and became a Baptist in 1972 when his family moved 
to Hickory . He said he was called to the ministry in 
March 1978, the same year he left a job with General 
Electric 

The family sold its home, and Kennedy entered 
Soutreastern Baptist Theological Seminary. He graduat-
ed from Southeastern in 1981 with a masters degree 
in divinity and in 1986 with a doctorate in ministry 

Kennedy has also served churches in Swansboro 
and Dunn. He and his wife, Sandra, have three adult 
sons and four foster children. 

Charles H. Martin 
The Rev Charles H. Martin has 

been the pastor of the 274-member 
Cornerstone Baptist Church on N C, 
109 iust inside Forsyth County since 
it began eight years ago . Before that, 
he was the associate minister of edu-
cation and youth at Antioch Baptist 
on Palmer Lane. 

Martin, 42, is a lifelong Southern 
Baptist who grew up in a rural Chero-
kee-Powhatan Indian community that 
straddles the North Carolina-Virginia 
border near Roxboro. It was in that 
community and in a strong conserva-
tive, traditional Southern Baptist 
church there that his beliefs devel-
oped 

He graduated from Wake Forest 
University in 1974 with a bacl1elor of 
arts degree in sociology. Before go-
ing into the ministry, he worked for 
the Forsyth County Department of 
Social Services investigating cases 
of child abuse and neglect. 

He received his master's degree in 
d1vinfty in December 1984 from 
Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. 
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He and his wife, Jann, have two 

teen-age children 
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flamboyant. Those two streams 
have been in the Southern Baptist 
Convention since. 

Part of what's happening now is 
that those two streams are dividing. 
whereas previously before 1979 
there was a concerted effort to try 
to keep those together for what was 
a common purpose. 

0: So is inerrancy the root of 
all the dissew,ion? 

Kenn~dy: I don't think it is. I 
lhink the inerrancy issue was an 
issue which was politically attrac-
tive for those who either wanted to 
gain control or felt uneasy about 
·ome aspl'ct of the Southern Bap-

tist Convention. 
Martin: That eems to be the cen-

tral issue out of which all the other 
issues emerge. 

0: How do you define "iner-
m ncy" and what is your view of 
the issuP? 

Kennedy: Inerrancy means that 
the Bible as written in the original 
manuscripts is exactly as God 
wanted it written, and since God 
cannot make an error, the original 
manuscripts do not contain any er-
rors. 

A group of inerraniists met in 
Chicago a few years back and were 
dealing with this very issue. Differ-
ent books tell the history a different 
way. Even in the New Testament 
you can read the Gospel of John 
and the synoptics and you'll find 
J sus traveling entirely different 
paths, and so on. There are just all 
kinds of those i,ituatio ns, and thN<' 

· m I in · hat ar j lain 
wrong. Not many, but there's a f w. 
What they did (in Chicago) is af 
firmed inerrancy but then devel-
oped a i,et of exceptions. For exam-
ple, they say that we must allow for 
hyperbole. We must allow for lh 
fact that this Bible wa.s written over 
a thousand years and one person 
saw history one way and a later 
writ r would ·ee it a different way. 
And ·omc of it is po try, and on 
goes the list. 

When you put all these condi-
tions on it, I'm an inerrantist. The 
problem is, most people do not un-
derstand the list of conditions. 

What I understand the Bible to be 
is a written record of God's inter-
face with man, pointing particular-
ly to the .Jesus Chrii,t event and how 
l;c related to the dis ·ipl and how 
the apoi,tles related to the church. 
As I read those tories, I get moral 
guidance and I gain a knowledge of 
who Jesus Christ is. And I must b 
willing and able to understand and 
know enough about who wrote 
them and to whom they wrote 
them, the situation, in order to cor-
rectly int rprct what that means for 
today. 

The problem with the inerrant 
view is what they're really ·p aking 
of is taking the Bible literally and 
applying it to today. What happt•ns 
is, is thl'y take portions of the scrip-
tme and say, "That's applicable to 
today" and leave out the others. 
Somebody's making thatjudgnwnt. 

Martin: Well, when I look at the 
scripture, I regard the scrip1tm• to 
ht• without error. 

I'm not a biblical scholar. Let me 
just qualify that right up front. I'm 
c •rtainly aware that there are other 
conservatives who probably could 
acldr •ss that issue much better than 
I. I acknowlPdge as a pastor, a 
Christian, a Southern llaptist, that 
·ure t.lwn• arc i,criptures that. may-
be we <'an't rel·oncil '. Ther may he 
diffen•ncl•s h -twc •11 the viPws of, 

INSIGHT 

say the writer of the Gospel of Mat-
thew as opposed to say, the writer 
of the Gospel of Mark. They maybe 
share different viewpoints of the 
same incident. Then there are may-
be incidents in the scriptures that 
go beyond our understanding. I 
don't feel like as a Christian tl1at I 
need to be able to explain or ration-
alize those difficult passages. 
That's where faith comes in, to me. 
In Hebrews 11: 1 it says faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen. So 
maybe where my understanding 
may stop, my faith takes me beyond 
to believe that it's still true. 

I try not to wear that label "iner-
rantist" because it's so confming. 
It's like pigeonholing. Certainly I'm 
unabashedly a conservative. I make 
no apologies for that. But if I've got 
to have a label attached to me, I'd 
rather people around me in the 
community attach the label "Chris-
tian." I'm not concerned that peo-
ple lrnow me as Charlie Martin The 

A look at the 6 
Baptist groups LI 

t Pilot Mountain Baptist 
Association 

• Organized in 1885 
• 84 churches and missions 
• 37,551 members (1993) 
• $339,000 budget 
• The Rev. Amis Daniel, the interim 
pastor at First Baptist Church of King, 
became moderator in October 1994. 

Baptist State Convention 
of North Carolina 

• Organized in 1830 
• 3,562 churches (1993) 
• 1.2 million members (1993) 
• $29.4 million budget (proposed 1995) 
• The Rev. Alfred Ayscue, the pastor 
of Calvary Baptist Church in Mount 
Airy, was elected president in 1993. 

Southern Bap 1st 
Convention 

• Organized in 1845 
• 38,741 churches (1993) 
• 15.4 million members (1993) 
• $136.5 million budget (proposed 
1995) 
• The Rev. Jim Henry. the pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Orlando, Fla., 
was elected president 1n June 1994. 
Source· Pilot Mountain Baptist Association , 
Baptist State Convention ; Southern Baptist 
Convention 
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Conservative Inerrantist Baptist. I 
want them to know beyond a shad-
ow of a doubt just by my lifestyle 
that I am a Christian. 

0 : Can you yil'e e.rn111plPs of 
scripture passages co111111011iy 
used to reach positions 011 cer-
tain issues? 

Kennedy: Sure. It's very easy. 
Most inerrantists do not bell ve in 
the ordination of women as minis-
ters and deaconi,. That's because in 
Paul's letter to Timothy, he says 
that deacons can only b • "the hus-
band of one wife" (I Timothy :3:2) If 
that's what they want to b lieve, 
that's OK. I will a<"cept that, IF th •y 
go hack into I orinthians J 1 and 
makl' women w(•ar their hat~ in 
church and be silent in churd1, be-
l'ause that's what Paul said. But 
what happens is they say, 'Oh, that 
was writt n for that society'. 
They're not uniform in how they 
apply it. 

Martin: When we ordain dea-
t·ons, we look at that I Timothy, 
chap! •r ;3, passage where it l'lcarly 
stat •s that tlw role of a p~tor and 
deat•on is that of a man. Paul uses 
clear terminology to say this is the 
role a man will hold in tltl' church. 
And I look at it from a bigger pic-
ture: God's word, tht• Uihll•, is a 
blueprint of the organization of, for 
instann>, family strudun•. In Ephe-
sians 5 where Paul talks about. (lw 

relationship between a husband 
and wife, he clearly says that the 
husband is the head of his wife and 
the wife is to be in submission to 
the husband, as the church is to the 
Lord. And I look at the I Timothy 
passage about the qualifications of 
a pastor, a deacon, as just being an 
extension of that blueprint that 
God has laid out for the organiza-
tion of the church. And I accept that 
because God is the ultimate archi-
tect. 

I feel like just because we inter-
pret the scripture to say that the 
role of the pastor and deacon is 
reserved for a man in the church, 
that is in no way a put-down for 
women. I depend greatly upon the 
women of our chmch here at Cor-
nerstone, and they occupy some 
very important positions of leader-
ship that do not violate or attempt 
to compromise our interpretation 
of the scriptures. 

0: How about the role of women 
as teachers in seminariesorSun-
clay school, etc., ancl the scripture 
references to that? 

Martin: In I Timothy 2: 12, Paul is 
talking about the order of the 
church and he says, "I do not per-
mit a woman to teach or have au-
thority over a man but to be in 
silence." That ver 'C right there 
places a strong conviction on my 
heart that iJ men are to be the 
spiritual leaders in the home and in 
the church, there i,hould be no ex-
ception in the seminaiies. I have no 
concern or problem with a woman 
who is gifted in education, who is 
qualified to teach a class where oth-
er women are learning i sues relat-
ed to their service in the church and 
that type of thing. 

We have a lot of gifted women 
leaching in our chuffh in the Sun-
day school department, our hil-
dren, our youth. These ladies ar 
very fulfilled Christian women who 
take very seriously their giftedness 
in teaching. We rely on them to 
exercise that where it doesn't con-
flkt with our understm1ding of the 
i,criptures. 

Kennedy: In those days, women 
were chattel property. They were 
only educated in the home. The 
only status they ever had was if they 
were widows or if their father ever 
bequeathed something to them, so 
it makes sense for Paul to say, "Lis-
ten, don't violate the culture to the 
point that you look weird by letting 
the women do the teaching.' But 
today, thank God, gender ii, not an 
i8sue with who ha.s the education 
and who has the position of author-
ity or power or 80 on. It's who is the 
best for the job. The wierd thing 
about it, this idea that women 
shouldn't teach or preach, i8 U1at 
any pastor will tell you that the 
strength of his church is the wom-
en. 

0: How about abortion? 

Kennedy: The Bible is quite clear 
that life be&tins at ·on ·eption. Back 
in the Levitil' Code, there are penal-
ties described for per ·ons who 
killed children. The penalty for kill-
ing a child was rnul'h more :,evere 
than for causing a miscarriage. So 
ewn then, there was·a distinction 
made betwel'n already-birthed chil-
dren and children in the womb. 

An unborn child, in Exodus 21, 
did not have equal value or a child 
that already was born. So, I find it 
difficult to autonu tiC'ally equate 
abortion as the same magnitude as 
murder. Now, I am opposed to 
abortion a~ a means of biith t·on-
trol. But I'm equally oppoi,ed to 
trying to lPgislate it. to make it a 
crime. I think that's a job of the 

See STRUGGLE, Page A21 
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church, of the society, to educate 
people about the results . I have had 
enough experience with people 
party to the conception and abor-
tion of an unborn child to lmow that 
it leaves a scar on ahnost all people. 

Martin: As I look at the word of 
God and as the members of this 
church look at the word of God, 
there is a great value placed on the 
sanctity of life. And no human be-
ing has the right to take the life of 
another human being, irregardless 
of how young or how old they are. 
So, to us, abortion is a sin. And 
we're very strong in our pro-life 
stance . 

Certainly (the Ten Command-
ments) is a specific reference 
where God speaks against taking 
the life of another person . But I'm 
talking about the overall message 
of the Bible. It's evident from the 
beginning to the end that life is 
precious and sacred. 

I support laws that prohibit abor-
tion, just as I support laws that 
prohibit someone walking out with 
a .38 and blowing me away. 

Q: How about honwsexuality? 
Martin: That's certainly one 

that's gotten a lot of attention, not 
just among Southern Baptists but 
Christendom in general. I, as well 
as this church, view homosexuality 
to be a sin. It's blatant, obvious 
rebellion against the will of God as 
expressed in the word of God for 
relationships between the sexe .. I 
look at Romans, chapter 1, and I 
see where Paul speaks against it , 
and then there 's a passage in Deu-
teronomy. 

In Leviticus 18:22 it says "you 
shall not lie with a male as with a 
woman. It is an abomination." 

Kennedy: The typical interpreta-
tion is that the Bible describes ho-
mosexual intercourse as an abomi-
nation. I don't argue with that. The 
Bible also describes adultery as an 
abomination. At one point in the 
Old Testament it says that a man or 
woman caught in adultery ought to 
be killed. If we 're going to treat 
homosexual intercourse as an 
abomination, then let's be consis-
tent and treat heterosexual inter-
course out of wedlock in the same 
way. 

When you read the scripture you 
discover that the only approved 
se:x"Ual intercourse is between hus-
band and wife. My position with 
regard to homosexuals is the same 
as it is for a couple living together. 
It's wrong , but I'm not going to 
reject the people in either case. If 
they give me an opportunity, I may 
try to give them some counseling 
about their living style. I don't think 
homosexuals should be discrimi-
nated against or given any special 
status (legally). They are people. 

0: What else differentiates 
moderates from consen 1atil·es? 

Kennedy: It's hard to define be-
cause I have to make assumptions 
about the other people. For me, 
being a Baptist means that every 
believer has his or her own access 
to God and can interpret scripture 
for his or her own self. And every 
believer has an equal voice in the 
church and that we are accepting 
other Christians as long as they 
believe in the very basic fundamen-
tals ... We stress the blessings of 
God in this life as contrasted with 
focusing on the hereafter. 

Conservatives will tell you exact-
ly the same thing. There are some 
differences , however. One is that 
it 's my experience, it's my impres-
sion, that conservatives stress the 
hereafter . Conservatives believe in 
a very strong pastorate . Conserva-
tives tend to focus on what a Chris-
tian should not do, i.e., should not 
be homosexual, should not have 
abortions , should not drink . . . 
whereas I'm much more comfort-
able in talking about the benefits of 
being a Christian and how God in-
tersects with our lives to help us 
with our struggles. There's a sec-
ond demarcation. Currently the 
leadership of the Southern Baptist 
Convention is focused heavily 011 
church growth. What I mean by 
that is, churches should grow nu-
merically. 

I am much more focused on the 
health of the people of the church, 
and is the church positively impact-
ing the community , is it helping the 
members to be responsive to the 
community. So there's a difference 
in orientation and valuation on 
what it is to be healthy. 

Martin: I think in general, the 
vast majority of Southern Baptists 
agree on the Bible. There are some 
that say. for instance , that Adam 
and Eve were not historical charac-
ters but were given more as figura-
tive examples, and I disagree with 
that. I think they were indeed his-
torical characters. There are some 
that question the authorship of the 
first five books of the Bible, the 
Pentateuch, and say that Moses 
couldn't have been the author. I 
have no problem accepting the fact 
that he authored that. Let's ju~t 
take for instance the Book of Jo-
nah. That's always everybody's fa-
vorite: How in the world could an 
individual be swallowed by a whale 

'- - t 
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and survive three days and then be 
puked up onto the shore? And sure, 
it's incredible. I don't deny the in-
credulous descriptions of some of 
the miracles of the Bible. But the 
fact is, if you accept this as the 
word of God as it says over there in 
II Timothy, chapter 3, that "all 
scriptures are given by inspiration 
of God." It didn't say the believable 
parts. All scripture is inspired by 
the Holy Spirit of God. So I have no 
trouble - I didn't as a kid, I don't 
as an adult - accepting the fact 
that yes, Jonah was indeed swal-
lowed by a whale. I don't need to 
explain it. I can't explain how a 
baby is born. It's a miracle. 

Passages like that sometimes will 
come under attack. 

a: How about seminaries, and 
the control oi•er them? ¾'hy is 
that such a sticky issue? 

Kennedy: The control of sem-
inaries is absolutely vital. That's 
where the whole fight is. Because if 

you control the institutions and the 
training of the leadership , then you 
control the destiny of the organiza-
tion. Conservatives have been con-
sistent about hiring one kind of 
tmstee with one viewpoint, hiring 
professors with one viewpoint, so 
that what they are creating is a 
group of seminaries who are going 
to be very narrow and out of tou ch 
with society because they don 't 
have the diversity or represent the 
culture. That's one of the tragedies . 
The loss of Southeastern seminary 
to the conservatives is a very per-
sonal loss for us. It was almost like 
somebody came into our house and 
took it over while we were still liv-
ing there. 

Martin: It fits in the context of 
what has been happening on the 
leadership level of the convention 
itself. I feel like the leaders of the 
convention should reflect the theo-
logical views of the majority of 
Southern Baptists. The Southern 
Baptists have come t.o the conven-

tion ru,; messengers in the pru;t 15 
years and have voted consistently 
to elect men who uphold the con-
servative views. The transition that 
we sec taking place in the leader-
ship of the seminaries is a continu-
ation of Ulat movement. I feel per-
sonally a<; a Southern Baptist that 
our seminaries should reflec t the 
theological views of the majority of 
southern baptists, and for some 
time they did not. 

0: \tVliat do you think is the 
future qf the Southern Baptist 
Co111.w11tio11, and also of the 11ell'-
er moderate group, the Cuopem-
til'<' Baptist Fellowship? 

Kennedy: I think the SBC is go-
ing to be very much out of phase 
\\ith 21st century American cul-
ture. I think the SBC is turning 
conservative , large-church minded, 
and authoritarian right at the time 
when the culture is going to de-

See THEOLOGY, Page A22 
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mand a more open-minded , small-
church mentality, and more demo-
cratic church. That's based on the 
fact that we 're now at the end of the 
millenium. Always at the end of the 
millenium, society turns paranoid. 
Then there' an upturn in confi-
dence . 

The Southern Baptist Conven-
tion will grow another three to fiw 
years in numbers of churches and 
memb rs, then it will begin to trail 
off and diminish. If the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship survives, it will 
survive on a slow-growth pattern 
and will pick up disaffected South-
ern Baptists. 

I'm not sure about the future of 
U1e CBF. I'm hopeful that it will 
survive, but I'm not sure. 

People have a strong association 
with being Southern Baptists. They 
Just can't imagine themselves being 
<1nythin1.1 els . That's probably the 
main r· -; ,n tmu a mu I ;Jf lh' 
hur h · · haven 't left the couve11-
on. 
Martin: H lhk tl1e peopl have 

poken a m~ority in th "outh -
rn B ptist onvention . I tlunk w 

• re at the cro sroacfr or fast a1>-
proaching the crossroads where 
there very well may be a parting of 
ways where those who are moder-
ate Baptists don't share the views 
of the conservative Baptists. They 
may continue on the process of 
developing the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellow -hip, which I regard to be a 
, parate convention anyway. 1 
think it's almost inevitable at this 
time that is going to happen. It's 
sad because I think about the histo-
ry of all these churches working 
tc:> •ether over the years, but barring 
a miracle from God , I just don 't sec 
the two groups of Baptists reconc:il-
mg. I would not be surptised to sec 
within this decade a complete divi-
sion and a fonnation of two sepa-
rate conventions. I think the oop-
rative Baptist Fellowship will con-

tinue to grow. k:; more people who 

are aligned with their Views on the 
sc:riptures and their views on sexu-
al and ethical issues suc:h as abor -
tion and homosexuality , things like 
that, I think there'll be fewer midclle 
of the roaders and more people 
saying, "Yes, I'm a Southern Bap-
tist," or 'Tm a moderate Baptist." 

0: How do you think all of this 
is going to affect the state cont ett-
tio11 a11d local association? 

Martin: At the tale level, I'm 
really not sure. And I say that in all 
honesty. I find myself wondering 
how what's happening on the 
Southern Baptist Convention level 
is going to affect our N.C. Baptist 
State Convention. We have our dif-
ferences , the churc:hes making up 
the state convention. When the 
SBC and the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship part, I don't sec how the 
state c:onvention will be able to 
maintam itself as one body. Now, 
relations are somewhat strained 
and you hear rumblings on the state 
level that you didn't hear before. 

On the as ·ociational level, it is 
really amazing how we hav(• heen 

l,l to we:lther the storm with a 
trong d ,gr<'e of umty and mutual 

res )ect . I filVC a lot of ·r(•dit to our 
dir ctor of m1 i n , Jun I lamblcn , 
wh i abl to ble>nd w s an a"soci-
ation hy k eping to used on the 
major i su , ;uc.h n nunistering to 
the local community , heing mis ·ion 
oriented and promoting the king-
dom of God here. 

Kennedy: Within the Pilot Moun-
tain Baptist k:;sociation, we have 
be •n blessed that this controversy 
has not significantly impacted the 
fellowship of churches and pastors. 
Part of it is the director of missions 
.Jim Hamblen 's leadership. Another 
pa1t of it is the mindset that perme-
ates us. 

This problem is there, but the 
.SBC ehurches in this imnwdiate 
area are not really torn apart by it 
at all, or if they are affected, it's 
insignificant. Lead rship and the 
desire of all of us is strong nol to let 
it se>parate us. 

I don't think it's there on the 
st.ate level. There's a cll'finite strug-
gle. 
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