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NAME: Gentry, Richard 

DATA: Ordination, March 26, 1842 

SOURCE: 	 Old Fields Baptist Church, Ashe County, N. C. Records, volume I. 
(CRmf 392) 



NAME: Gentry, Richard 

DATA: Licensing, Dec. 22, 1838 

SOURCE: 	 Old Fields Baptist Church, Ashe County, N. C. Records, volume I. 
(CRmf 392) 
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f THEE FOI~KS ...~5~OcL·\Tro:s. 1"890 I~ 

- -.'.':' ....-..~ ,."./ A"o;;.;io'~ " ;""ptod ,h, follow;"g Hi>'''';' Repoet, 

• 	 The Three FOI k,; Church ,vas constituted .1O the 

,-ear 1790 on the 6 clayof ~o\"elnl)(.:r. The territory that noW 

-~' nlbracc" \Vatauga Ct>. \\'as then \\"ilkcs Co. :-\. C The 
church was organized with seven l11ember~- \Ve ha\-e been 
llll:lhle 'to ascertain d-.e names of thell1ini~ters \\ho .aidcd ill 

. i,
\ 

:tht: constitutio"n of the churcl1. In F eh 179 1 the church agreed 
f'f:to pay Brother BarloW" 10 ~hill\ngs for every tllnc he 
i.,; . , . _\-isite(\ th'em according to thc' ehmch's request. \Ve h<\\':•-='.. -., ~ 

not le:lrned where BHb.\'" 1:,-;;:1. . In th~_ yeal' . [8:)3. the 

~an1e church appoi-ntcd a cOlllmittcc' to as~ess the memher.• 
t ; ~.. 

1!l onler to secllrc"111callS to defray church , e~pcllcCS and 
C-~-' ­

,i t" Robert Shearer for 1111l1)" ycar~ w;\;;trc~h\ll-.a of th:chul'ch 
and"- made his report to the church anlltllly. 

t 
I There are' . . t\,-O pccu\iaritic~ arJout this church 

\. _,1--:'. 

which we wish to mention; the appointng- of Rllling Elder 

f . amI Singing c1erb. In the year,; 1793 members we:~ (Ii.~. . 
j mi~ecl from Thrc: Fork::; Chul-ch to constitute Roan' ..; creek 

I 	 I1I0W Taylorsville or Mountain. City church. 	
, 

t. • . I '~ 

1[embers of the Three Forks cl;lll"ch :1s,istccl the 	 , 

I 	
! ' 
I. .Yadkll1 Church ill . the org,\llization of the Globe 

Church [796. Cove Creck Church was constituted 
-'..-l

with members from Three" Forks III the year 1799· 
Three Forks Church first became.- a member of Brier 
Creek Association, rem ained \\"ith th,1t association untilt the organiziltio-n of the Mountain AssClciation which took .....:: I 	 :; ~:

j place about"'the year t 795: The territory of the \Ioull' 
. -:.i tain Association was ycry largc, embracing .Bmkc, 

-1 Caldwell, \Vatatlga, Ashe, Alleghany ,ancLso.l11c CO\lntic~ 
11l Va. The tcrritory beillg. so large, the, . Fat;1crs

4 -, 
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.',11'" ' ' I' ()I ' Til J'. ~ j" 
1·1 

I ,' i I 
, I1:1, ! \ fll"J~I'Ui/., ' d lilt' '!'llrt'e F'ljk~ ~\· ''' 'H ' I.~til l ll fl"tll i l \ . ; q :f \ -· ... , ~ CJ,~;S+~.,{ ' 1· ,(", ' 1", ". \\'l' lllllilk C:"c\ lhal stich I1lcn L'\'t'l' 

i :! ' 
i ' \ .!

, 
; 
. 

disllti .""d {'''III Iii" ~l(lll1ll;lill '\",,"i:llioll ill Af&'f{ .Jrv~ Q.-d. " , .:l,,·,j :\Illlllli.: us. 1':1<1. I).~. ~Iarll1,all J. .1 . .'1'; . 
} :I ! " • r 

! - ~ 0:(l\'. 51h. tillY. il~ Ilallll' w:\~ 1;11;1'11 (rOlli' 111<: i . ·i,llf . h ; ~(l.l-tIIt!.."tht'r< It:l\' C, SC,I'\'C(~ lhe ;\ssoelall~n since I }iG:-i•. • .: . ;
J: i ' i ;, , where ' il was OIrg:lllizl'rI. I I \\';\~ Ilr;::lllii",j 1" ' ("1" l fls tc ,\..<11 illC a 1\1:1)Ol'lt)' If not : all the Churches adopted 
j.j' . !) , 

! ; \V;\(:III~a COIIIIl)' \\':1, or;':·;lllizcd. ('1he-. I' ili l:I<kiphia confessioll of Faith, the doctrine of 

1 !,' ,:' i i 

·: ,. "! ' COllseq1ll'lltly il \\':1'> organized ill j\.~he Co. ~., C. ~ SblV(l li,'ll by Graee ~o dear to man)' of 0111' hearl~ no\\','I I;... .·;; 1 ; Thcrc wcrc nine Chllrche~ to wit: Bcar Creek, lleal' l'I' ,. " ,,10 \\'a~ the suhstance of ()Ul' Father's Theology sillner~.: I' ! 

Crcek, Co\'e Creek, Ebellczel', (now Mt. Zion) Oi,1 ",cd hy Grace wa!S to them <111. illcxhall~tihle themc; :111<1

it! ;. .' 1i Fields, Pine Grm'c, Roans ,' Creek, Three Forks of lhe ,I,,'ir preaching had a wonderfnl effect. God h:.:ard the
! I, .. " I 
I I ,; ' , 'I 
I " j ' .. . I North Fork and Th:'ce Forks of SOHth Fork. The ;'rl';IChill'f of thosc', for s€e our. Tenitorv i.;; limited almost

I ' ,., J:: 1 i ' j ! 
clllIrches aggregated ahout 470 n~ lir hers ilnd I" olle county. \Vc havc 2096 ' membcrs instead of 47 0'I Ii .. i 


I i, l i five ... . ordained ' . minsters. Isaiah 'vVilcoxcn, . \\'ilh which the association was organized. Twenty se"cn 


I
 
, ' f ,
. I'li ~ · .; .) rhlll'chcs an'd . thirty one ministers, 2+ ordained <lnd seveni ' .,' ' . .' Br.17;illia McBr!cie, Jacob Fair, Jacob Gree ,l, RC 'lhen Farth- , . ! .; ..; \ ing.Liccntiates,· David Cook, . Absalom Fair, . H,ichanl. ,. , t I.iccatiatcs. Enough ministert; to hear preaching at everv 

, : i ~ . ,I ' ! 
I ' i !; .•:' : } Church cvei:y .SClllday and then spare some to go t~Gentry.- Isaiah "' \"ilcoxall 'was moderator at the , . .i' i i 'i-) ' I . 

1 1.'· ···, 1 Ol'ganizalic)n of 'thc Association and the year following. ;': .... ; .~ China as missiollary_ For the ' 1st. qnarter . of a century 


t ~ .:n';;:~" ' Braznlia Mcl1ride was moderator from the )ieHI' 1843 to the, : \ I lhe assosiation did but little mission work on I)' . what the
I ,j
l ~; ! l' :';'!i : ! 
I • j, ' .; I 'ye:lr ' I ~54' a period of 12 years. Elder J..A· Farthing I mini,tert; did ..iil . preaching to weak chmches Ilnd ~ections" 
f ' ~ 1 I f (. j ' .\ ' . ' ; 

• destitute of Gospel pre.:chinJ. Those preachers rcceived 
I'•' . I' .. " ... . '"• I0..' ! .'I '. sllcceedeu Elder McBride and was Moderator from 1854 to 

'j' \ - , 

I r' <.I ,', ,, '. :.,I I ' 
I . -! J' , :' :1 1875 ' a period twenty one' years. Elder D. C. I·Ianl1:1n I rery little and oftcn nothing for thcir ];Ibor,..'. I",., 1'1 J! . t ',' l -i ''; 11 \ i . J In 1860 a collec .ioll wc'.S c. ken nt thc lllectin<Y of I.hefilled: the Ch<lir forthrec years. Elder A. C. FHrthing:
.pp .:j- ii:l i ,. associa'tion for the benefit of Lro. Dnckller ll1i.3';iolla;~)' ·to tlw
suecl!decl 'Eld. I'larmanin1878 :Illd has been moderator evert ,; . .. .. . ;, I .1 1Indians. ' The collectioll <lmounted to $20;(..:>. Thi~ being .!.sinee,';l period twelve year;· There have hCGn 'lve brethren
rE ':)\ll j '! the first collection taken for inissiong rccon1cd in the annals
wilD l1:i vc served the associatiOil as l\1oderatol' throug:l 


,(,,, '1,,,,,," ,, "'1' I I of our a,"sociational history. For many years the rs;ociatioll
." T 
_ : t .1 . ~.." I \1, ,; forty Iline sessions c'f the body_Three of them have gone, . 
, I: i.f··: ....: ;,.: i : ! met on FridLlY and org"lliv.ed and ·thcn transacted all their .
to their '1"C~t 'and two lire still with us on the hattlefield,I I. husiness on Saturday, seldom stopping to rest or even to cat 

I rU:·;,..ii'\: F,)\' which we;al'~ grateful to our Heavenly Maiter• . Elder . .' 

I l '!· .' \. , I' '1' } dinner• . They illva'riahly h;)(1 fOUl' scrmons 011 ''Saturd<lY
I , ~ ,< ";. ' !I: ',. Richard Gentry ·served the :Association :18 Clerk for nine
I I : ; '" I 1 ' :

I j f :.· X ,:i: " years, ·Eld. J ohn·Cookelc ....cn years Rufus . Moore: three } an'~l fotil' onSllnday; ~he'il' usual cOll'unittecs wcyc Arrangc-. 


,i<: ',7 \ ments, Fin~nce, Arl'angcm~nts . of the . minit'tt-y (that is
Iii 
I . y,car~, Hiram McBride I1ve · yelll·s. All , tho!';e .fOUl' 111~11 " I ·':h ..;' ,I 

' :, Inn! h~ell calle(i to tilQir rc.;t and were men of . noble I de-.:qtiollal cxerci Res).\ 'n :: :~:'; i l'. " ;~ 
" r : :;' ~}/ ,.,> :"j ! •1. I .' ;',. ". "I . ( 
, : (; o'? ,']~' i i 
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\Yillli,! IhL' last ,;rll'(' 11 ),(,;11' ,' t l'l·r ,· 1);1\1' ,,,'1" -' ',. ,.~. 
'j l'hange.. ; 111<' :t~~' Ol'iali')11 h:,s II,rcl' <i;, ), s 1' " ,' hliSilHSS i" ' :\ ,L I ,, :'[ 
, j t\\'o. 	 CCHllllliltcl's OJ) 11~on.:i~1l nll .... .... IIHI " , i junll' "Ij ·" , : ,,, !.• . i 

i ! 	 Educatioll, St;lIe llliss iol] S, SillHlay S,:i l:) ,);,... 'I'(, 1Il 1'1'I" II " , 

:, 1 Colportellr ;1I1d l'el'iodil';d ,s, &c. IWI"(: l)l'( '1 1 ;1, :.1,( ' , i; :.., I" , t 
" 

~ 	 : 1 Iruc \VC havc dOlll' hilt li t tle for till.' sJl lca d o f t ile (;osJII'I • .':,'1 

~ i ! wc have dOllc cnough to show to, ti'.e \Yolld that we ;lll' III 

,, [ : IVOI' of t hc spl'e;1(1 of thc Gosl,.lcl, t h ;1t I.hll'l'is :, "I ' ilil lor 
:1 	 1111SSHH1S :II1H)l1g' us. 

. ~ . 111": \ll1i l ill;'; with 'Ile Slatc COIlV(,lllioll ill . the lllissiOIl 
,- , : , I: ;l11d 	 S. S. \V ork we han: hl'Ou;,;ht do\Yn thc "all;lIh ­
; : ::J' i 

(,111<1S of tlur Antimissioll hrethrcn Oil our hl';l(ls, . \\'c':in: have ' :lssisted ill "carrying' the war illlo Greect.t fnr 
i t ! 

I J 1~ 	 !; j we ha\-c helped somc ill supporting missionaries ,of the 
, I,! , J I 

,'-itate and \VcstCI'l1 convention in Ashe and Alleghany:. 	 II I' ",f j 
" 	 . cOllnties and there is a .good "'IOrk ill ]llo g- rcss in Ihe~c ~ 	 i r , 

" 1" 	 cn,! lJlties. Brcthren, onc half a century of 0111' As~ociational" 
I 	

;:, 
"I 

~ ;I ;:I hinor)' is ncarly written, we look hack and sec that 
'. !, j ' l something ' has been donc for the Glory of the MastC'r. 

. ,, "!: i!"1 1, t .~ ,.II' 	 Thc !nCil that (lived and) were in the: work fifty ,Years
1\ ' . ( ~ 

.' ,q,!:; ;t~O arc gOllc. Perllaps thcy did the hest thcy cOllld,
' , . , I

I ,', l ~ I 
as wcll as we w0l11d havc dOlle had we lived when . :~ :; i i : 

, "", !' I :1. and where they did. Thcy comlllcnced the work ;lIld' :;' ;1 " . 
.; '!JI " left it to liS to calT)' 011. God calls us to greater efforts 
' iit i wc hclic\'e: if ,tile voicc of McBride, Gentry, Cook, Farth­, ~ ' II'," .1 I ing', H;1I'ison and othcr,; could he heard in 0111' eOllncils':": ):,:11 
.':I ' jodil)' thcy . would say onwarrL \Ve shollld not forget

;);i,\.: t hey have becn in the M;,ster's ~eh()ol in heaven , for 
ycars they havc grected withthcir h idlclujah!> thc hlood,~ >!!, .\' ;" 
washed ' hC;tthcn !HI they . h:1\'c . gOlle IIp £1'011'1 BIll'Jllah" ' I J .: ..;l;! \ China 1\ fricn and the hlands of the scas. .\,: " ii i j ' I 
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c.. T!,. , d'(lllll' ;\!;lsll:i'. (;"tl has givcn 1If. llle;"'S to sllpport 
f'~ ;111\1 the orphans:lt Thomas\' ilk and support 
lil i"jllll:ll'ies at · home and in foreign lands. ~:1)' 
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Elder Bo. . P. Farthring, the 'subjcet of this 51,deh \v;IS 

IJOl'l1in \Vake county" N. C .i' Junc thc 20th. l~OS. llis 

father Eldcr \~! illiam Farthing, cmigpltcd to Ashe eOllnty 
~. C. now \Vatauga and located in the heauliful valley of 
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Heaver Dam. In this heautiful alld ronl;lntic \'alle), he grcw 
lip to manhood., " Early in lifc he SOllght the S;n' ior and 

fOllnd peace by helievili-g in Christ. He joilled the Baptist 

church of Christ at Three Forks ill the year r02o. He 
professcd a call to the 1l111lislry ami heg;!11 to preach 
the Gospel, in ' 1031 He l11o\'~d his memhership from 
Three Forks to Cove Cll',1, and remained there ,,,,till ­

the organi;r,atioll of tile Bethel Ch1lrch ncar his home. 
JIe remnincd in Bethel church during thc renwinder of 
his li ,fe. Elder Farthing w;)!' a man of rare' gifts :1n d 
attainment in early life; his cdl1cational opporluntil's 
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whereas, It has pleased the Allwlse Ruler of the universe to 

stretch forth his hand and remove from his labors here below to 

his celestial abode, our much beloved brother, Rev. R. Gentry, we 

feel assured that the Disposer of all events, who ordereth all 

things right, in sundering the ties which so strongly bound us 

together here, has but transferred our brother from his labors 

in the church militant to the rapturous joys of the church triumph­

ant. 

Br. Gentry was born on the 19th of September, 1793, in Surry 

County, N. C. He embraced religion in 1824, and connected himself 

with the Baptist church that same year; commenced preaching in 

1835; was a strong advocate of missions and temperance. Died 

November 21st, 1865, aged 72 years, 2 months and 6 days. 

We feel with deep sorrow the irreparable loss which the churches 

and our Association have sustained in the death of such a devoted 

christian and faithful minister. His amiable and christian de­

portment endeared him to all who knew him. By the noble qualities 

of his bold and manly character, he secured for himself the love 

and esteem of all with whom he was associated. His last days 

were spent in the active service of his Master, and he now fills 

a christian hero's grave. But while we thus mourn, we also bow in 

humble submission to the decrees of the Allwise Being, in whose 

hands we are but as clay to be moulded at his will. 

Feeling that all that He does is wise and good, and for the best, 

Resolved that we deeply sympathize with the bereaved relatives 

of the deceased and tender to them our sincere condolence in this 

their great affliction. 

W. R. GWALTNEY, Chairman 

UNITED BAPTIST ASSOCIATION MINUTES, 1866, page: 9. 
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at Goshen, 10 miles west of Wilkesboro. The early land entries 
establish this. Boomer, where old Warrior Church, now Zion Hill, 
stands, is on the waters of Warrior Creek about three miles south 
of Goshen. When it went by the name of "'\Tarrior, it was no doubt 
an arm of Flat Rock Church.26 The area was well setded at the 
time, indeed as early as 1778. Baptists then had churches every 
three or four miles where several families resided. 

Since Kings Creek, head of Yadkin (Patterson), and Coffey's 
Meeting House on Lower Creek became a part of Caldwell County 
and their history is well covered in Mrs. Nancy Alexander's story 
of Caldwell, pgs. 69-74, and by Paschal, pgs. 240, 267-68, 271-72, 
no further details will be given here. 

The Three Forks Baptist Church of New River was located near 
the present church on U.S. Highway 421 about three miles east 
of Boone, on the south prong of New River; Howard's Creek flows 
into it.27 Elder Ebeneezer Fairchilds28 and Elder George McNeil 
served it as pastors. It became a member of the Yadkin Association; 
it was one of the churches creating the Mountain Association and 
remained in it until 1840 when the Three Forks Association was 
formed. 29 In 1838 the Mountain Association declared non-fellow­
ship with all churches who favored missions or permitted its mem­
bers to join the institutions of the day. In 1840 that association 
dismissed ten of its churches and they met at Three Forks and 
formed the Three Forks Association. 

Joining the Sons of Temperance resulted in the expulsion of 
Elder Aaron Johnston from Beaver Creek Church in Ashe, and 

..-- Elder Richard Gentry and his son, Captain W. H. Gentry from 
Old Fields Church in Ashe. This moved Mrs. Hartzog, daughter 
of Elijah Calloway, to ask the brethren to consider what they had 
done: received a member back who had been drunk and excluded 
two of their best men becau,se they wouldn't drink. A like fate 
befell Elder Robert Steele in Alexander. Elder S. P. Smith, was 
having a rough time in Wilkes, too. He met with elders Johnston 
and Gentry, J. J. Watts, J. H. Watts, and Z. B. Adams in Alex­
ander where they organized, in 1852, the Taylorsville Baptist 
Association.30 Then on Novemberll, 1859, at Zion Hill Church 
(at Boomer) in Wilkes County a new association was formed, 
named the United Baptist Association. It unequivocally declared 
for missions, Sunday schools and temperance. There were three 
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DIED, 


In Ashe County, N. C .after a protracted illness on the 10th 

December, 1860, sister P. H. Gentry, wife of Elder Richard Gentry 

in the 63rd year of her age. Sister Gentry, after obtaining the 

grace of God, united herself with the Baptist church in the month 

of July in the year 1827, which profession she continued to honor 

unti I the day of her death. She was truly a soldier of the cross 

ever ready to warn the sinner, and comfort the mourner, and to 

cheer her husband in al I his trials and affl ictions. She was a 

loving wife and an affectionate mother, and those who knew her best 

loved her most. Her kind disposition rendered her acceptable to al I. 

She was one of the church's brightest stars, a lover of God and a 

defender of his cause; but consumption sieged upon her, and soon 

she found she must die. She said she was ready to go at her master's 

bidding. She admonished al I her friends to be faithful and meet her 

in heaven. Her last words were, "the promises of the Lord are sure 

and steadfast." She is gone where sickness, sorrow, pain and death 

are felt and fear~d no more.-- The church has lost one of its best 

members, the husband a loving wife, her chi Idren an affectionate 

mother. But their loss is her eternal gain. May God suppo r t and 

comfort the bereaved husband and chi Idren. 

S. TRIVETT 

BIBLICAL RECORDER 
9 January 1861 
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