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D t an ... o . ChaDter M mbers 
o Popular Grove Church 

Boone , N. c. 
·a u County 

er 14, 1930 

I th year 1872 t~e o lo~ing members of fferent churches met n4 
anized the apt·st church at Popl r Gr vo to ·it. Rev. L rkin Hodge 
vife. on o J ck Hodg s n , fe, C pt . Wm . Hoge and , fe, 

C lov;ay Hodg •ife, James M. Cook nd ·1ife, Jame inkl r nd • fe· 
Thomas 1inkler fe, Benj. oo y nd ife, S4mu 1 Stout and wi , 
and Z n Rol n. he e oo men nd omen t the home o R~v.Lark 
Hodges on the th Sund y n M~ 872 af c~ erv ces ta l ked and loc·te 
the p nee to build church and all th on accor ec ed to build a 
house on t c pot her the Po:r "r Gr ov urc ... n ow stands . In those da~ 
money wa '-"Carce nd di not t rn long o dee de the k r o a buil ing 

o e et. 

So as um er was scarce and no aw ~ill but the ol upr ght sa 
,h h as very crude and sc~rc vas tlc on y place to obtain um er . 
So e only th ng to do as to foll the trees an hew tbe log"' and build 
a house 1 ch they d d out o t e a 1 popi r t t gre in bundance 
on nd Tlear the pl ce r 1--he church now tands . This building a~ 20f t . 
ul and 32ft. long covere'i th boards that the faitht ul brethern 
~ade . The good iom n a de nd wRs r. ~sset to th~ bu lding as they 
woul'"l. m et on the y th t m set to work on the h ouse and cook and h v 
all kind o Pis, Cakes nd good old chi cken p e Qt ~as reliched by every 
o e . 

By 
trapp d 

upright 

1 te fa 1 o that year the house vns complete ~tn the er cks 
th bard n~ th floo nd c iling rs s ed at th c de 

a: mill comprised the lu~bcr that ias put n the u lding . 

In the winter o 18?2 he ember~ ec ded to ho) protr cted 
meeting which last d or nearlv to eeks rith twelve addition . The church 
gr wand prospered unttll the numb ,r o mem era grew to over 70 iith 
Rev . Lar n Hodge~ s the pastor '1th Rev . L vi 'laon end James Parson ' 
assisted for a period of years, 1th Capt . 'm. odge lerk . 

e ch ch cont nued to prosper !Th . let os 
everla ting go _el . There was ever a grievance 
out of the c urch ~n the Sp rit of Christ could 
p ople of thos e days . 

men pre ched the 
·as set l ed 

nd felt r. ood 

Th s spirit ex · sted wit1 all the churches until th year of 1889 
then sorne o"' the rrem ers e t the church and jo ·ned tha dvent churc c·1 
c use so much d turb nee th!'.'.,t the church bl gi n to go to b d to orse 
until there r1as not service held the church or nearly two yea • 

Th loo ed l ike the c 1urch 18S ~one un il a the ai 1 
et nd ecidcd to revive the c urch gain so t1e:, did in 199 y 
nother churc1 tha as n keep ng 1th the t me .. so an ce .r me d ng 
as u l t 22f t . dde and 34 t . long . Th s ~in u 1 · by three o~ 

mem er . hen herj ta'-" no meet n be ng held or.e fhfu.l e ber 
J . 1. Hodges cc ded to o the s oci tion and sk or minster t o 



preach and revive the c urch gain so he did go ~nd the association sent 
R v. John F. Eller and through i unt·r 4 o th ihat fe member 

th t ra left t e church be n to gror:; 'l.nd it has been pro pering ever 
since. The embers ic e to erect another l dir.g a the o e they '1ad 

1as not rg~ eno ~h ~o hol the peo c. So hey built c urch. 0 X54 
n t~e ye r 1915. m es Country Crurch n Vat uga Coun·y. The c1urch 

is now prospero and h s a membe~sh·p o 70. During the hi tory of hese 

churc'hes t1e follow ni men a erved as pastops: ::lev. Larkin Hoge , 
L v.,_ Wil on, ''1 li m ht, John Pughe , .J:. L Gragg, o,::i,nas • Du ... ca:n., 

Hr 'est, I. 'V. Thomas, av~ Eller, Calv n Fa1th'n", James Davis, J. 

P yn , • \'il on, George vett, . B. ~rr a.n G. l. ebast • 



'Letter of 1Recom ntenbation 
'-1,., 4-f~II~ 

The----1...!Y:.~~~).J-UJ...>----------~---~------Church 

tJ 6-of __ ~~----------------------

to the -4~'--'-..tF---___;:_-(N---L~,,,_e-"-o-f_ to_wn _ _ a--'-~----,1sta1---te-~-------Church 
(Name of ch~ 
N c_ 

B p 
SUPPLIES 

(Name of town and state) , 

This is to Certify, That i... 1'r~ member 
of this church in regular standing, and, in compliance with 
request is given this letter cordially recommending ~ to your fellowship. 

By order of the church 7 19Q , 

e1leµ ~d) 
" Church Clerk 

CODE 4384-08 . BROADMAN SUPPLIES, NASHVILLE. TENNESSEE, PRINTED IN U.S.A. 



RETURN ADDRESS \, . 

McGILL AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH 
202 McGILL AVENUE 

* 
POST CARD 

;ft 3 I 

tJ ('_ ;;.7&07 

ATTENTION: CHURCH CLERK 



CLIPPING SERVICE 
1115 HILLSBORO 

RALEIGH, NC 27603 
TEL. (919) 833-2079 

WATAUGA DEMOCRAl 
BOONE, N.C.. 

Jl;'.~ 
\ \\' 

SEP 1 93 

Poplar Grove Baptist 
mlCrofilms its records 

The North Carolina Baptist His-
torical Collection, Z. Smith 
Reynolds Library, Wake Forest 
University, has recently 
microfilmed the records of Poplar 
Grove Baptist Church in Boone for 
the period 1898-1993. 

The church now has a security 
copy of its records on file in the 
event something happens to the 
original records. 

John R. Woodard, director of the 
N.C. Baptist Historical Collection, 
said that these filmed records 
would join those from seven other 
Watauga County Baptist church 

records now on microfilm in the 
collection. 

Woodard invites all other North 
Carolina Baptist churches including 
missionary, primitive and black 
Baptist churches to take advantage 
of this free service and have their 
records preserved. 

Interested churches or in-
dividuals should contact Woodard 
at (919) 759-5089 or write to him at 
the North Carolina Baptist Historical 
Collection, Z. Smith Reynolds 
Library, Wake Forest University, 
Box 7777, Winston-Salem, N.C. 
27109. 
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