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U-RASSY <..:1tli:r;;1(. ClIU JtClL 

When not especin11y employed as a missionary or 
agent, tho whole region of country, within from a 
hundred to two hundred miles of his residence, was 

. frequently visited by hirn, o.nd especially such places 
as gave indications of reviv11\. · In these excursions 
his labors were often attended with \,lie most happy 

results. In a letter to Dr. Howell ho says: " During the 
thirty years since I commenced the work of tt10 min­ 
istry, I have traveled for the purpose of preaching 
the gospel about 60,000 miles, and preached up­ 
wards of 5,000 sermons, and· baptized more than 
1,500 people. Of that number many are now min­ 
isters of various grudes, but twelve arc men of <lis­ 
tinguisued t(\lents a.nd usefulness, and ten, mostly 
thxough my procurement, are regularly and thor- 

oughly edncatcd. Mt. D. was omp1rntica1ly the friend of young 
preachers. Alfoct.ionn.te and sympathetic in his in­ 
tercourse with thorn, ho was ever ready to impart 
instruction, a.nd encourage and sustnin them by bis 
countenance a11d inHuence. His advice was always 
in favor of a close and co1_1St(\nt s\,udy of' the Bible, 
joinecl with [Lrdont prn,yer, liurni\ity o,nd exclusive 
devotion to tho glorious cause. 'l'lie Bible n.ncl tho 
human heart were bis ch.ief books. His nunrncr 
was r.a\,ural and aff<~ctionate. He possessed a tall 
and m~nly person, a countenf\n~e Of tho· finest 
mould, rntellectual and bencvolen_t, a voice in which 
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wo.s rn inµ;k(l t lie sweet ncss of rn nsic n.rn1 riffcction. 
For tntl.llY yc:trs 1ho \oeks upon his brow were whil.o 
as wool. Ilis who1o n.sped nn<1 tMl.111lCl' inst:inlly cw 
chained his hm<rors, a.nc1 made thorn fool tho.t, t,hcy 
wcrn i11 the presence or [1. groat nncl gooc1 man. Ll is 
piety w us co"si~.crr t, ar<lcn t, and. cheer.fol. 'I'o his 
c1osing hour ho rotuincd his accus\,omccl vigor of 

• millcl. ·At Paris, Tennessee, on the 11th of Soptombcl', 
1840, in his C.Slh year, Elder J{obcrt T. paniel bic) 
p.dieu to tho trials nnd h\,bors of a life consccmtod to 
his Mn.sler's service, arn1 entered iulo that rest tha.t 
remains to the people of GorJ, uttering us he left tho 
i:;hores of ti mo, " Lort1 J psus, rccoi. ,-e my spirit." 

1. 
\· 
\. 

~ \<:[,1)8R WJf,T,1M~I l\. )VO]tt\.Ek· 

Tho subject of this sk'2tch was lorn in Ha1iJax 
co11nty, North Cq,ro1inn, ri.bont 1800. ·when ho was 
Gonie sixteen yen.rs of n.ge he profcsscJ conversion 
pr1d unitccl with the .Gapl.\st. church. His fathei: 
being a very wickccl rnnn, was .:;o cnnigod nt his 
p:iptiRll1 th:it ho whippod 11iri1 most crnel1y, which 
we1l nigh <lcprivc<l him of his life. In lD[\,<l fury ho 
drove his b\coc1i11g, lacerntod boy away from his 
dwelling upon the cold charities of a selfish world, 
to find • m"in\enonco os bP't he could; but 'che 
youthful wandel'Cf was guided by Ure unseen harnl 
of l'rovidencc to the hospitable mausion of one who 
synrpathi,ed with suffering l)umaoi\y, and whoso 
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pious heart moved with pity by the sorrows of an 
outcast stranger, and beneath whose friendly roof 
110 found shelter and protection. Young Worrel, in 
his ramblings, made his way into Granville county '' 
and n.t length came to Islano Creek Moctitw-houso b 

on one of the days for pl'eaching. 'I'ue church had 
not as yet been regularly constituted, but stated ser­ 
vices were maintHinod at that place, as a branch of 
·Grassy Creek Church. After tho services wore 
closed, deacon 'Tbomns Williams, having observed a 
youthful strn,ngcr in the congregation, sought an 
interview with him, u nd having learned something 
of his history, invite<l him to his home, which he 
thankfully accepted. He narrale<l to Mr. vVilliDms 
tho circumstances of his case, a11c1 showed him tho 
-still unlioalod wounds, which he had received for 
Christ's sake. Mr. W. kindly ex:tcmled to h irn tho 
invittition to make his house his borne, until he 
could find a more advantngoous situation. Soon 
his generous patron became so fovorab1y impressed 
by the evidences of piety aud tn\ent, which yor;ng 
Worrel exhibited, tl.at he placed him at school* and 
b()ardod him gratuitously. During the year he 
began to exorcise his gifts in pulilic, which gave 
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protniso of eminent usefulness. Several persons 
were so favornbly impressed with tho yonng man 
that they proposed to join Mr. Wil\inrns in helping 
the strngg1ing youth to obtain an ellucalion to pre­ 
pare him tho better to preach the ovor1n,sting gospel. 
Ho was c1Jntinucd at school two years longer, ma­ 
ki11g conunen<hblo progress in his stu<lies. Hold· 
ing his mernbcrshship at Grassy Creek, tho brethren 
1nrttcrially aicloll him, and particu1nrly tho sisters, 
in furnishing him with clothing. Their gifts wore 
wortliily bes\.owcd upon n pious, noble young mun. 
who W8,S prcpnring himself for g~·cat usofnlnoss in 

the service of bis Master. 
Mr, Vforrcl w as orc1ninor1 to tho fnl\ work of tho 

mini.stry n,bout 1820. Ile beuunc the pas\or at 
Grassy Creek in 1 S2l an<i cont.im1e(1 in thn.t relat,ion 
~or several years, the Lord blessing his lnbors in tlio 
conversion of mnny sonls lo God, a11<l a<lding mun y 
members to the church hy baptism. In 1S'2G 110 

prcncl1ed at Mid w ay , where his preaching was grcn tly 
blessed, n,rn1 where he baptized qnito a 11urnbe;r. 
El<1er »: was the first pastor n,t Island Creek Church, 
which was organiz0\1 in 18'20, with forty-two mem­ 
bers from Grassy Creok. He probably filled that 

oHico ten years. 
Ile was the moans of originating tho chnrch at 

Hester's, to whose oversight he was called ut its con­ 
stitution, which took place in 1823. Ho continued 
\o be tl'.eir i1ustor fof many ~ears. He also sc:fved 

·+Mr. Worrel was pnt nnder the instruction of Rev. :Mr. Wil, 
flOU, & Presl:ytcrian minist<lr, who was then the Principal of a 
classical school at Williarnsboro. Ile was so much pleased 
with the young. man tbat he veryl generously \anght him tqr 
~'1ree years withot't chn,rgc, ~ 
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as pastor the churches at Peach Treo, Maple Springs, 
Boar Swamp, and others. He performed the duties 
of the pastorate faithfully and to the entire satisfac­ 
tion of the brethren. The churches under his care 
wore generally prosperous. They experienced many 
precious and proOlabfe revivals. His preaching 
was blessed of God in the conversion of many souls,, 
and numbers were added to the churches by bap­ 
tism under bis ministry. The extent of his useful­ 
ness in the Master's vineyard, etoruity alone will 
disclose: but doubtless muny will, in that groat day, 
hail him withjoy as their spiritual father, who shall 
sh iue forever as stars in the cro w n of his rejoicing. 

As a Christian man, he was grentJy beloved. His 
deep-toned piety, and unblemished cha ractcr gave 
emphasis t.o his public minisl.ratious. As a preach· 
er he stood deservedly high among the brethren as 
an earnest, faithful min ister of tho N cw Tc,:;tauwu t. 
He was a man of positive convictions. \Vlrnt ho 
believed to be Ule truth of God, ho boldly and fear­ 
Jossly proclaimed, regardless of the frowns O·r smiles 
of men. Ile was consecrated to the great work of 
preaching the gospel to the children of men. In 
his person as a man, he was of medium height, 
rather slenderly bu i It, of pale complexion, pleasant 
counter-ance, commanding voice, full of tender 
pathos, good 'mind, respectable utta.inments, and 
deep feelings. - 

Couceniing the last moments of this servant of 
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God tho writer Juts not been able lo olitn i n any ac- 
' curate information. Eller W. died in the prime of 

life, in tho midst of great usefulness, universally 
respected and lamented. llis unblemished lifc and 
noble charucter bad endeared him to all with whom 
ho was ncqun inted. Ho died sometime about lS·lO, 
and was probably forty years of age. 

ELDER JAMES KING. 

The subject of this sketch was born in Surry 
county, Virginia, on the Gth of Sept. 1780. His pi.­ 
rents were Randolph and Annie King, whose maiden 
name was Barker, of English descent and of high 
respectability . 

When James was about five years old his parents 
<lied and 110 was made an orphan. After rcma i n­ 
ing several years in his native county in charge of 
a pious aunt, whose religious instructions made deep 
impressions on his infant mind which were never 
obliterated he was removed to Granville county, N. 

' C., and put in charge of Mr. Thomas Rix, a relative 
of intelligence and respectability. This W[lS his 
home until he nrrivod at tho ngc of sixteen ,years, 
when lie was apprenticed for four years to a cnrpcu- 

- ter to learn the trado. At tho age of twonty, having 
completed. his term of apprenticeship, lie went Lo 
work with energy, building houses, churches, &c., 
11n<l soon luid the foundation for a com potency; ll10 
dark douu d i~perscd and tl10 sun of prospcri ty shone 
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Mr. Worrell was a native of Halifax County. The date of his birth 

is unknown; but it was probably between 1790 and 1800. When he 

was about fifteen years of age he professed faith in Christ and 

was baptized into the fellowship of a Baptist Church. This so 

enraged his wicked father that he whipped him cruelly and drove 

him from home. In his wandering, young Worrell was doubtless 

guided by the hand of God to the church on Island Creek, where 

Deacon Thomas Williams became so favorably impressed with him 

that he took him to his home, provided for his necessities and 

sent him to school, others helping him in these deeds of kindness. 

Young Worrell soon began to preach the gospel and was the first 

pastor at Grassy Creek. He preached to several churches in Granville 

and Franklin Counties, and wherever he preached large numbers pro­ 

fessed faith in Christ and were baptized. The most wonderful re­ 

sults followed his ministry at Sandy Creek, in Franklin County. 

From 1826 to 1832 he baptized five hundred and thirty-two into the 

fellowship of this church. He baptized at almost every monthly 

meeting. The number of those baptized each month ranged from two 

to twenty. In one meeting, which he held in this church in 1826, 

seventy-six persons were baptized and on another occasion seventy- 

two. 

After the policy of the Kehukee Association had been completely 

changed and the body had become antagonistic to missionary efforts, 

Mr. Worrell advised his churches to secure the co-operation of as 

many churches as were in accord with them, and securing letters of 

dismission from the older body to form another Association. This 

was done as had been elsewhere related. Mr. Worrell may have been 

present at the preliminary meeting which was held, perhaps at 

Sandy Creek, in 1830, to plan for the organization of the new 

Association. But when the Association was permanently established 

at Sandy Creek, in 1831, being sick, he was unable to attend nor 

was he able to be present at the session of 1832, which met at 

Maple Springs; and, toward the close of that year his spirit entered 

into the rest which remaineth to the people of God. He died in the 

prime of a very useful life, but he had planned for the formation 
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of the Tar River Association, had outlined its policy and those 

of us who have been a part of this body have entered into the 

labors of this good and great man; for it is true, as always, 

the "one soweth and another reapeth". 

HISTORY OF THE TAR RIVER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 1830-1921, p. 331-332 

BY: T. J. Taylor 
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