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122 GRASSY CREEK CITURCIL.

agent, the whole region of country, within from &
hundred to two hundred miles of his residence, was
frequently visited by him, and especially guch places
as gave indications of revival. In these excursions

When not especially employed as & missionary or

his labors were often attended with the most bappy
results.

[n a letter to Dr. Howell he says: « During the
thirty years since | commenced the work of the min-
istry, I have traveled for the purpose of preaching
the gospel about 60,000 miles, and prc{\chcd up-
wards of 5,000 sermons, and’ baptized more than
1,500 people. Of that number many are now min-
istors of various grades, but twelve are men of dis-
tinguished talents and usefulness, and ten, mostly
through my pmcnrcnmnt, are regularly and thor-
oughly educated.

Mr. D. was emphati ally the friend of young
preachers. Affectionate and symputhctic in his in-
tercourse with them, he was ever ready to i part
instruction, and encourage and sustain them by his
countenance and influence. His advice Was always
in favor of @ close and constant study of the Bible,
joined with ardent prayer pumility and exclusive
devotion to the glorious cause- The Bible and the
human heart were bis chief books. IHis manner
was ratural and affectionate. e possessed a tall
and manly person a countenang® of the finest
mould, intellectual and benevolent, & yoice in which

I:l*\t:l’\a\l'lll(‘.\l, 8K TS,

was mingled the gweotness of music and affection.
Jor many yoars {hio locks upon Lis brow were white
as wool. 1118 whole aspect and manner instantly ch-
chained his Jiearers, and made {hem feel that they
were in the presence of a greab and good man. 1lis
piety was consistent, ardent, and cheerful.  To his
closing hour he rotained his accustomed yvigor of
mind.

At Paris, Tennessee, ON the 14th of vah-m\)m',
1840, in his 63t yearl, Elder Robert T Daniel bid
adieu to the trials and labors of a life (:un:»-cm‘uh:d to
his Master’s cervice, and entered into ghat rest that
remains to the people of God, attering as he left the

. > S x »
ghores of UMe; « T,ord Jesus, peceive My spirt.

—>» ELDER WILLIAM B. WORREL:

The subject of this gketch was horn in Halifax
county, North Caroling, about 1800 When he was
gome sixtecn years of age he pr(,»l'w;svd conversion
and anited with ghe Daptist chureh. [1is father
being & Vvery wicked man, was 30 enraged ab lris
baptism that he whipped him mosb cruelly, which
well nigh deprived him of his life. In mad fary he
drove his \)\«fm\'mg,hwm‘:‘.ti‘d boy away from his
dwelling upob the cold charities of 8 selfish world,
to find a maintenance as best he could; bub the
'yf)u\,hfu\ wanderer was guided by the unseen hand
of Rrovidence to the hospitable mansion of one who
sympnthiy,ed with suffering hunnmity, and whose
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pious heart moved with pity by the sorrows of an
outeast stranger, and beneath whose friendly roof
he found shelter and protection. Young Worrel, in
his ramblings, madé his way into Granville county,
and at length came to Tsland Creek Meeting-house
on one of the days for preaching. The church had
not as yet been regularly constituted, but stated ser-
vices were maintained at that place, as a branch of
Grassy Creek Church. After the gervices Wwere
closed, deacon Thomas Williams, having observed a
youthful stranger in the congregation, gought an
interview with him, and having learned something
of his history, invited him to his home, which he
thankfully accepted. Ile narvated to Mr. Williams
the circumstances of his case, and showed him the
still unhealed wounds, which he had received for
Christ’s sake. Mr. W. kindly extended to him the
invitation to make his house his home, until he
could find a more advantageous situation. Soon
his generous patron became so favorably impressed
by the evidences of piety and talent, which yotng
Worrel exhibited, that he placed him at school® and
boarded him gratuitously. During the year he
began to exercise his gifts in public, which gave

*My. Worrel was pub ander the instruction of Rev, Mr. Wil-
gon, a Prest yterian minister, who was then the Principal of &
classical school ab williamsboro. He was 8Q mueh pleased
with the young. man that he very generously \zmght him for
three years without charge, : ;

BIOGRA PHICAT, SK ETCILES.

prownise of eminenb usefulness. Yoyoral persons
were so favorably '\m]\rossml with - the young man
that they pr()p()s(,'d to join Mr. Williams in helping
the struggling youth to obtain an edu ation to pre-
pare him the better to preach the everlasting gospol.
e was continued ab gchool two years Jonger, ma-

king commendable progress in his studies. [Told-

ing his membershship at Grassy Oreck, the brethren
materially aided him, and p:\r\icuhn‘]y tho sisters,
in furnishing him with clothing. Their gifts were
worthily bestowed upon & pious, noble young man;
who was preparing himself for great usefulness in
the service of his Master.

Mr. Worrel was ordained o the full work of the
ministry about 1820. Tle became the pastor ab
(irassy Oreek in 1821 and continued in that relation
for several years, the Lord blessing his labors in the
conversion of many souls to God, and adding many
members to the church by baptism. In 1825 ho
pre ached at Midway, wherve his preaching was greatly
blessed, and where he \)z\pli'/,c«l quite 2 number.
Tider W. was the first pastor ab Island Creek Church,
which was organized in 1820, with- forty-two merm-
bers from Grassy Creok. He probably filled thay
office ten years. ‘

Tle was the moans of originating the church at
Hester’s, to whose oversight he was called at 1ts con-
stitution, which took place In 1823. Ho continued

to be their pastor for many years. T1e also gerved
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as pastor the churches at Peach Tree, Maple Springs,
Bear Swamp, and others. He performed the duties
of the pastorate faithfully and to the entire satisfac-
tion of the brethren. The churches under his care
were generally prosperous. They experienced many

precious and profitable revivals. His preaching

was blessed of God in the conversion of many souls,

and numbers were added to the churches by bap-
The extent of his useful-
ness in the Master’s vineyard, eternity alone will

tism under his ministry.

disclose; but doubtless many will, in that great day,
Lail him withjoy as their spiritual father, who shall
shine forever as stars in the crown of his rejoicing,

As a Christian man, he was greatly beloved. His
deep-toned piety, and unblemished character gave
emphasis to his public ministrations, As a preach-
er he stood deservedly high among the brethren as
an earnest, faithful minister of the New Testament.
He was a man of positive convictions. What he
believed to be the truth of God, he boldly and fear-
lessly proclaimed, regardless of the frowns or smiles
of men. Ile was consecrated to the great work of
preaching the gospel to the children of men. In
his person as a man, he was of mediam height,
rather slenderly built, of pale complexion, pleasant
counterance, commanding voice, full of tender
pathos, good ‘mind, respectable attainments, and
deep feelings. .

Concerning the Jast moments of this servant of
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God, the writer has not been able to obtain any ac-
curate information. Elder W. died in the prime of
life, in the midst of great usefulness, universally
respected and lamented. Iis unblemished life and
noble character had endeared him to all with whom
ho was acquainied. He died sometime about 1840,

and was probably forty years of age.

KLDER JAMES KING.
The subject of this sketch was born in Surry
county, Virginia, on the 6th of Sept. 1780. His pa-
rents were Randolph and Annie King, whose maiden
name was Barker, of English descent and of high
respectability.
When James was about five years old his parents
died and he was made an orphan. After remain-
ing several years in his native county in charge of

a pious aunt, whose religious instructions made deep
impressions on his infant mind which were never
obliterated, he was removed to Granville county, N.
C., and put in charge of Mr. Thomas Rix, a relative
This was his

of intelligence and respectability.
home until he arrived at the age of sixteen jyears,
wlien he was apprenticed for four years to a carpen-
ter to learn the trade. At the age of twenty, having
completed his term of apprenticeship, he went o
work with energy, building houses, churches, &e.,
and soon laid the foundation for a competency ; the
dark cloud dispersed and the sun of prosperity shone

|
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Mr. Worrell was a native of Halifax County. The date of his birth
is unknown; but it was probably between 1790 and 1800. When he
was about fifteen years of age he professed faith in Christ and
was baptized into the fellowship of a Baptist Church. This so
enraged his wicked father that he whipped him cruelly and drove
him from home. In his wandering, young Worrell was doubtless
guided by the hand of God to the church on Island Creek, where
Deacon Thomas Williams became so favorably impressed with him

that he took him to his home, provided for his necessities and
sent him to school, others helping him in these deeds of kindness.

Young Worrell soon began to preach the gospel and was the first

pastor at Grassy Creek. He preached to several churches in Granville

and Franklin Counties, and wherever he preached large numbers pro-
fessed faith in Christ and were baptized. The most wonderful re-
sults followed his ministry at Sandy Creek, in Franklin County.
From 1826 to 1832 he baptized five hundred and thirty-two into the
fellowship of this church. He baptized at almost every monthly
meeting. The number of those baptized each month ranged from two
to twenty. In one meeting, which he held in this churchsin 1826,
seventy-six persons were baptized and on another occasion seventy-
two.

After the policy of the Kehukee Association had been completely
changed and the body had become antagonistic to missionary efforts,
Mr. Worrell advised his churches to secure the co-operation of as
many churches as were in accord with them, and securing letters of
dismission from the older body to form another Association. This
was done as had been elsewhere related. Mr. Worrell may have been
present at the preliminary meeting which was held, perhaps at
Sandy Creek, in 1830, to plan for the organization of the new
Association. But when the Association was permanently established
at Sandy Creek, in 1831, being sick, he was unable to attend nor
was he able to be present at the session of 1832, which met at
Maple Springs; and, toward the close of that year his spirit entered
into the rest which remaineth to the people of God. He died in the
prime of a very useful life, but he had planned for the formation
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of the Tar River Association, had outlined its policy and those

of us who have been a part of this body have entered into the

labors of this good and great man; for it is true, as always,

the "one soweth and another reapeth".

HISTORY OF THE TAR RIVER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 1830-1921, p. 331-332
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