
2600 McC~in Road 
-Iac.k son , Michipan lt9203 
Fovember 19, 197~ 

r. Joh:ri R. \.'0odard, Di +e c t o r­ 
B ntist u5storical Co Jection 
'hl-<"e Po r-e s t Urvt.v e r-s i t.v 
Roy 7777, Reynold Stqtion 
Winston-saiem. North Garnlin~ ?71~9 

Thcnk you ver7 much fnr vour auick ~nd 
friendlv replv tom Jetter inq1 iring about 
bi.o-ranhic.oJ inform~tion or rnv o-Y'e<:J.t-ar.-nrlfqtheT' 
(Pinknev C. Rollins) rind my reat-r·,..,eat-f!Y'cndfather 
(Tho~as JeffArs~n Rollins) 

I va s ab Le to our-chase a copv of -Iohn McLeod 1 ~ 

"Frnm T:hese Stones" f om Mars Bill College a few 
~onths ~~o. v~cent for the infor~etion in this 
bo ok , I have ve-r>3 little knov Lcd e of Thom s 
Jeffersn~ Pol ins. Fowever, I1~ still working on 
this end I hone to 8V9Il~JDlly ]P,DY'D ~~c~ mny>e about 
him. 1 have a Lit t Le more on Pd nkne= Rollin'" 
whe n I . n ar-r-an e it i:ri "n orderly f as+.Lo n I 
h ~0r; h8PDY to~ ud yo~ coni~2 of jt. 

'•fh"'n I am ab]e to Lo c r t e o ce on T .. J.~01lins 
I 1rlll "lso mRkP note to wyself to send ~ou 
ronies oft s. J ~m cU,,.,Y'Pnt1v trvin to loc.te 
t~A ~Y'ave of .J.Ro lin, bit ~o f~r I ~ave h~d no 
success. Howe ve.r-, Pinkney (I beJ j eve his f'u Ll. 
"me .tr."Y "'V 'IJ~en iPlNKNBY CL'l<~MMON R LTTFS) is 

interred at St. fat· ew ' s :;D· ae on a I Church Oerne t e r-v 
(known lorally 8S Addi00 Js Chapel) in Seat 1 "sent, 
~ "'-ry] =nd , 

Just for the rec d, Pi nk';o ;r nd hi uj f'P. 



\?) 

nester Jane Deaver Rolli~P had nire childrQn, 
(inoluding twln sonsl. I'll cend you a list of 
them ~s sonr as I ~et it to~ether. T0 the best f 
rny knowledge, T.J.Rollirs 0nly had three. 

Well, tha k vou a~nin Mr. Wood8rd. I1Jl kPap 
in t.ouch 8'1d if v ou s hou Ld c orne o c r o s s anv mor-e 
irfo on Pinkney a~d T.J. I hone yo~/s~are lt wit,.., 
me. 

S:i.ncrtre ly, 

~%~~~ 
M~s. Sh~1Jey Rollins uundertmqrk 

P.S. T~'L"' Ls rny "line" back to 'I'homas Jefferson 
Rollins: 

Shelley Cl3j-re P0lJins Hundertmark 
( on ~n Detroit, ~ichig0n A/1/19l~) 

~ ' 

QUENTIN VERNON ROLLHTS 
(P,orn in Hirhlpnd P3~v, Michi~an 11/11/1918. 
Died in Detroit:, Michigan 11/8/1973.) 

"' VERN01' BIRCB_ilf\D '1AYES R0T_,r INS 
(Born in \q,..,ev:i lle, North C ar-o Lf.ns 2/ll/lfl76. 
Died in Det~oit. M~c~igan 12/18/1966.) 

J, 
PINKNFY/PINCKNK'T c. ( CL1i~rrno S?) POLLINS 
(Ber- i·.,, Soa,...tanburg, South Carolina l/lf)/1835. 
B:ied in Seat Pl~'1sant, Maryland lt/28/1889.) 

"' ~rl:I 1.1 f\:s JEFREBc; 0111 R OLLPTs 
(P,~,...n eit ~r in Vi~rinin 0r South Cp~olinn ca.1800. 
Died p t-cb= b Lv in :!'-1orth Carolina ca.1R91.) 
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66 From T hesc Stones 

ready begun to struggle with building a college for women in 
Hendersonville, known as "Western North Carolina Baptist 
Female College," which was chartered in 1860 as "Judson Fe­ 
male College." The stone building of this college, which still 
stands in Hendersonville, was begun before the war, but the 
building was not completed until several years after the war. 
For years the convention centered most of its interest in edu­ 
cation toward completing this building and getting the college 
into operation. Thus the name of Mars Hill College began to 
appear less and less prominently in the minutes of the conven. 
tion.* 
The report on education for 1862 decries the ravages of the 

war and states that many schools in all parts of the Confederacy 
have been closed and that others will find it difficult to pro­ 
ceed. The report urges the maintenance of schools for the sake 
of the youth of the mountains who will need them more than 
ever when they return from the influences which they have en­ 
countered. The following words are included concerning Mars 
Hill: 

The committee are happy to be able to state, that the Mars Hill Col­ 
lege is reported to have sustained itself during a part of the year with 
thirty-five pupils, and is expected to open again in September with a 
good prospect of success. 

The report of the trustees of Mars Hill College, signed by T. J. 
Rollins and J. W. Anderson, president and secretary of the 
board, respectively, is as follows: 

The school opened on the 4th Monday in September, 1861, under the 
care of Prof. Pinkne5' Rollins, as President. The number of students 

"The organic relation of Mars Hill College with the Western North Caro­ 
lina Baptist Convention was terminated with the amendment of the charter 
February 9, 1885, providing that the following words be stricken out: "West­ 
ern North Carolina Baptist Convention, with the concurrence of the." The 
charter, ratified February 20, 186], provided that all vacancies on the board 
of trustees "be filled by the Western North Carolina Baptist Convention, with 
the concurrence and approval of the said board of trustees." 
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War's Desolation 67 

during the year, 35. The next session will open on the 4th Monday in 
September, 1862, under the care of Prof. Rollins. 

The report on education to the convention in 1863, meeting 
at Locust Old Field (now Canton), states that all male schools 
in the bounds of the convention have been closed because of 
the call for troops and that "the Mars Hill School was in opera­ 
tion during the early part of the present year, but had to suspend 
for reasons above stated." The trustees made no official report 
to the convention this year. The minutes state, however, that 
Elder P. Rollins spoke concerning the report on education. 
Unfortunately the minutes for the next two years are missing, 

but the foregoing excerpts are sufficient to show the course of 
events. Those living at the time say that the school remained 
closed until June, 1865, when it was reopened with Mr. Rollins 
again in charge. 
Pinkney Rollins was destined to preside over the college dur­ 

ing a period of dissolution and retrogression. Consequently, he 
should not be held responsible for the apparent failure of his 
administration. Perhaps no man available could have done more 
under the circumstances than he did. J. B. Marsh resigned as 
president just as the storm of war was breaking. The report of 
the trustees to the Western Convention says that he resigned at 
the close of the session, July 4, 1861, and that the Reverend 
Pinkney Rollins was elevated to the presidency on July 10. 
Near the close of Mr. Marsh's administration the college had 
probably reached the highest point in its development that it 
had attained since its founding, or that it would reach again in 
thirty years. It was, according to the late W. P. Jervis, the only 
school of its grade in Western North Carolina. Students at­ 
tended from a wide area, and local attendance was excellent, 
almost every family in the community being represented among 
the students. As has already been indicated, the college was in 
good financial condition and the plant improved. Mr. Marsh 



From T hese Sto .ci 

"left the community with the praises of the patrons rin •i 
throughout the section for a good job done," accordin~ t J 
J. R. Sams. 
The war had already begun when Mr. Rollins was chosen to 

succeed Mr. Marsh, with whom he had served as assistant. W J• 
hysteria was sweeping the country, and partisan feelings were 
running particularly high in the Mars Hill area. Students kft 
the classrooms, and patrons turned their attention from school 
to war. Despite such appeals as "not to grind the seed corn" 
and efforts to keep the schools open, few schools in the Con 
federacy attended by men continued in operation through th..: 
war. 
The fact that Mr. Rollins belonged to a family known to have 

Union sympathies may have contributed to the disintegration 
of his school during the war, although he seems not to have de­ 
clared his own attitude until after the war. 
The Reverend Pinkney Rollins was the son of the Reverend 

Thomas Jefferson Rollins, who, with his wife, a former Miss 
Clements, came to the Mars Hill community from near Spar­ 
tanburg, South Carolina. The elder Mr. Rollins is reported to 
have left South Carolina in protest against slavery. The im­ 
mediate cause of his leaving was an instance in which a Negro 
girl was cruelly whipped. When he witnessed the affair and 
saw her lacerated back, he swore that he would no longer live 
in a place where such conditions existed. His revulsion against 
slavery may have influenced his children, who leaned in their 
allegiance toward the Union even though they lived in an area 
loyal to the South. Pinkney Rollins married Hester Deaver, the 
daughter of T. S. Deaver." This relationship between the Rol- 
• Thomas Shepherd Deaver was a wealthy landowner and one of the origi­ 

nal trustees, who probably contributed more money to the establishment and 
early support of the college than any other man. He did not attempt to con­ 
ceal the fact that he was a unionist. He used to tell of a message which he 
received from Zebulon B. Vance, just before the famous war governor trans­ 
ferred his allegiance from the North to the South, in which Vance said, 
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lins and the Deaver families did not contribute to the popu­ 
larity of Mr. Rollins among certain staunch Southerners im­ 
mediately after the war. 
Upon his separation from the college, Mr. Rollins left Mars 

Hill for Asheville. In 1866 he was a delegate from Asheville to 
the Western Baptist Convention and served as recording secre­ 
tary of the convention. In 1869 he was represented at the con­ 
vention by proxy as a delegate from the Macedonia Church. 
His name does not appear further in the copies of the conven­ 
vention minutes in the college library. He seems to have shifted 
his primary interest from the ministry and church activities to 
business and politics. In 1870 he was operating a hack or stage 
line on weekly trips between Murphy and Asheville, with a 
franchise for carrying the mail, at a time when a vehicle re­ 
quired seven days for a round trip. Later he changed the 
schedule on his line from weekly to daily trips and lost con­ 
siderable money in the venture. He then became·a collector of 
internal revenue in Asheville, from whence he went to Wash­ 
ington, D. C., where he served the remainder of his active life 
as an auditor in the Treasury Department. He died at his coun­ 
try home, Seat Pleasant, near Washington, on April 28, 1889, at 
fifty-four years of age. At the time of his death he was praised 
by those who knew him for his philanthropic spirit, his kind­ 
ness of heart, his integrity, his honesty of purpose, and his sim­ 
ple goodness. 

"Squire, stand by the Union!" During the war bis mill, the largest in the 
neighborhood, which stood at the Forks of Ivy where Metcalf's mill is now 
located, was burned; and after the war many living about looked upon him 
as a kind of Shylock. 
Reuben M. Deaver, a son of T. S. Deaver, married a sister of Pinkney Rol­ 

lins. Their daughter, Addie, became Mrs. W. E. Logan, who for twenty 
years was a most faithful and valuable member of the board of trustees, and 
whose children have been students, teachers, and loyal supporters of the col­ 
lege. 





Pinkney C. Rollins 
President (1861-1863, 1865-1866) 
of Mars Hill College, Mars Hill, NC 

Born January 18, 1835 
in (Spartanburg Co?), SC 

The son of Thomas Jefferson Rollins 
and Mahala Clement 

Married Hester Jane Deaver 
Nov 17, 1861 in Madison Co, NC 

Died April 28, 1889 
in Seat Pleasant, MD 

Pinkney and Hester Rollins are buried in 
St. Matthew's Episcopal Church 
Cemetery (known as Addison 
Chapel) in Seat Pleasant, 
Maryland 





Hester Jane Deaver Rollins 
Born April 26, 1844 in Madison Co, NC 
Daughter of Thomas S. Deaver 

and Louarta Keith 
Married Pinkney C. Rollins 

Nov 17, 1861 in Madison Co, NC 
Died Sept 25, 1915 in Asheville, NC 
Hester and Pinkney Rollins are buried in 

St. Matthew's Episcopal Church 
Cemetery (known as Addison 
Chapel) in Seat Pleasant, 
Maryland 


