





y begun to struggle with building a college for women in

rea

Hen ]crsonxllle, known as “Western North Caronna Baptist
F“mﬂc College,” which was chartered in 1860 as “Judson Fe- port on educ

1ale College. > The stone building of this college, which still e OZ‘: Fielc

stmnds in Hendersonville, was bcgun before the war, but the :
building was not completed until several years after the war,
For years the convention centered most of its interest in edu-
cation toward completing this building and getting the college
into operation. Thus the name of Mars H ill Colle:

. ; - y
0 1 e convention this y
appear less and less prominently in the minutes of the conven-

i er P. Rollins “l”"‘- C
tion.* . L nfortur lzlvu) the min
lucation for 1862 decries the ravages of the but the foregoing excerj
war and states that many schools in all parts of the Confederacy events. Those living at t
have been closed and that others will find it difficult to pro- closed until June, 1865, Vi
ceed. The rcport urges the maintenance of schools for the sake = § apain in charge.

of the youth of the mountains who will need them more than = § 01-‘3::1:11&‘}‘ Rollins was d
ever when they return from the influences which they have en-  §

The report on e

ing a period of dissolutic
countered. The following words are included concerning Mars ~ § . .,,‘,u\_d not be held resp
Hill:

The con m)i[lf_c are happy to be able to state, that the Mars Hill Col- "”"-'h'r the circumstances
lv ge 1% reported to have sustained itself during a part of -'nc year with
thirty-five pupils, and is expected to open again i1 ptember with a

gc od prospect of success.
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the close of the session,
The report of the trustees of Mars Hill College, signed by T. .~ § inkney Rollins was el
Rollins nd ] W. Anderson, president and secretary of the § _\.‘ ar thC close of Mr. N
board, ctively, is as foH(ms. 1) iched the hi

% ! = |‘},<' 211 1\, ts
The school opened on the 4th Monday in September, 1861, under the  § had attained since its for

of Prof. Pinkney Rollins, as President. The number of students 3 ’}fri)' yea s. It was, acco
.—*
rn North Caro- school Of its g;&«]&. n
g ent of the cl . nded from a wide ar
8 '/_ pm\‘irling lhat the fn]]g\'.'ing words be stricken out: ' e
lina Baptist Convention, with the conc )
d February 20, 1861, provided that all vz
filled by the Weste Iﬂ T\url} Carolina Baptist (,,

nce and approval of the said board of trustees.”
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pen on the 4th Monday in

11ns.,

The report on education to the : '7':-; in 1863, meeting
at Locust Old Field (now Cant m), states that all male schools
in the bounds of the convention have bccn closed because of
the mll for troo*w and that “the Mars Hill School was in opera-

y part of the present year, but had to suspend
for 1‘(1-»0]’15 above Sumd. The trustees made no official report
to the convention this year. The minutes state, however, that
Elder P. Rollins spoke concerning the report on education.

Unfortunately the minutes for JJL next two years are missing,
but the foregoing excerpts are sufficient to show the course of
cvents. Those living at time say that the school remained

sed until June, 1865, when it was reopened with Mr. Rollins

gain in charge.
Pinkney Rollins was destined to preside over the college dur-
ing a period of dissolution and retrogression. Consequently, he

should not be held responsible for the apparent failure of his
administration. Perhaps no man available could have done more
under the circumstances than he did. J. B. Marsh resigned as
president just as the storm of war was breaking. The report of
the trustees to the Western Convention says that he resigned at
the close of the session, July 4, 1861, and that the Reverend
Pinkney Rollins was elevated to the presidency on July 10.
Near the close of Mr. Marsh’s admi on the college had
probably reached the highest point in its development that it
had attained since its fo1.m<hng, or that it would reach again in
hirty years. It was, according to the late W. P. Jervis, the only
school of its grade in \Vcstcm North Carolina. Students at-
tended from a wide area, and local attendance was excellent,
almost every family in the community being represented among
the students. As has already been indicated, the college was in
good financial condition and the plant improved. Mr. Marsh
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the praises of the patrons ring
a good job done,” according

5 Rollins was choser
succe u1 \Ir. \Izr ‘hom he had served as assist
steria was sweeping the country, and partisan feelings were
\g partic 1"Dr1} hlc; thc: Mars Hill area. Students lef;
the cr’s\wugzs’, and p pa trons turned their attention from c}
Dupm such eals as “not to grind the seed corn’
fu. schools in the Con
federacy ;1'[{611'};fw / men C peration through the
war.
'd:; belonged to a family known to have
Union sympathies no hlw contributed to the disintegration
of his school during the war, although he seems not to have de-
clared his own attitude until after the war.
he Reverend Pinkney Rolli
fferson Rolli ins, who, with his wife, a former Miss
ents, came to the Mars Hill community from near Spar-
tanburg, SO'IT 1 Carolina. The elder Mr. Rollins is rgportcd to
have l*f* South Carolina in protest against I_.:xry ’Ihb im-
mediate cause of his LdVlﬂﬂ' was an instance in which a Neg
girl was cruelly whipped Whm he witnessed the affair anc
saw her lacerated back, hg swore that he would no longer live
in a place where such conditions existed. h1s ruLl:vcu a

ins was the son of the Reverend

€gro
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slavery may have influenced his CI"'HIC 10 leaned in their

ce toward the Union even though they lived in an area
the South. Pinkne 1-‘0;‘.!:1\. married Hester Deaver, the
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he Deaver families did not contribute to the popu-
1r Rollins among certain staunch Southerners im-
after the war.
Jis separation from the colleg

Hill for Asheville. In 1866 he was a

the Western Baptist Convention and ser

tary of the convention. In 1869 he wa =-zi-usu>1vr1 at

from the Macedonia Church.

vention by proxy as a delegate

=
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His name "o'cs not appear further in the copies of the conven-
T
1€

vention minutes in the college library. He seems to have shifted
his primary interest from the ministry and church activities to
business and pulitics. In 1870 he was operating a hack or stage
line on weekly trips between Murphy and Asheville, with a

franchise for carrying the mail, at a time when a vehicle re-

quired seven days for a round trip. Later he changed the
schedule on his line from weekly to daily trips and lost con-
i ey in the venture. He then became*a collector of

P

nue in Asheville, from whence he went to Wash-
'T:)smn: D. C,, where he served the remainder of his active life
uditor in the Treasury [\p irtment. He died at his coun-

at Pl ton, on April 28, 1889, at
1\'3 death he *‘-"151 aised

, Seat Pleasant, near Washin
knew him for his 1“@\7:1;11111‘/::&\( spirit, his ki 1d

'S
cars of age. At the time of
ness of heart, his integrity, his honesty of purpose, and his
ple goodness.

, which s?wx)d at t <s of Ivy where Metcalf’s mill is now
I ; and after 1‘:: war many living about looked upon him

, a son of T. S. Deaver, married a sister of Pin}
ghter, Addie, m g t
s a most faithful and valu member of the d of trustees, an

hildren have been students, teachers, and loyal supporters of the col-







Pinkney C. Rollins
President (1861-1863, 1865-1866)
of Mars Hill College, Mars Hill, NC

Born January 18, 1835
in (Spartanburg Co?), SC

The son of Thomas Jefferson Rollins

and Mahala Clement

Married Hester Jane Deaver
Nov 17, 1861 in Madison Co, NC

Died April 28, 1889
in Seat Pleasant, MD

Pinkney and Hester Rollins are buried in
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church
Cemetery (known as Addison
Chapel) in Seat Pleasant,
Maryland







Hester Jane Deaver Rollins
Born April 26, 1844 in Madison Co, NC
Daughter of Thomas S. Deaver
and Louarta Keith
Married Pinkney C. Rollins
Nov 17, 1861 in Madison Co, NC
Died Sept 25, 1915 in Asheville, NC
Hester and Pinkney Rollins are buried in
St. Matthew's Episcopal Church
Cemetery (known as Addison
Chapel) in Seat Pleasant,
Maryland




