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, ,?:':. . WE, the aggrieved part, of Sardis Church, having beard 1 • ·•• 

· .lrcim our fast Association, ~~d l'iaving seen jhe .Minutes, have • 
reason to believe that QUr "cause has been misrepresented .and 
kept In the dark from our brethren at a· ciislance,-we therefore . 

. think iL g11i _ _d4t] to, make ko~wg the con.pfi;ci. of boJh harfie1i'~ 
'> , fn ihe _cfiurch.. ~:. ·. ~ • .t _ f;1 •' 
~ ·• ' On' Saturdav alter elder Wils~nls trial, the· church met,-.;. . 

$1~er'Wilson "was present, ~nd requested the church to grant iJ 
' hi~ a new tria], which was refused ; he then came forward and • • 
mad~.acknowledg~ents in the following words, as IL.ear as we' ' · 
can recollect: 11Thaf'h-e acknowledged before' God, t1fo 'church t 

. . · · .' and congregation, that ?l\JI~ said or done any thitig ·wfopg;· ' 
', -( : through excitement or imperfection, he was sorry 'f gr.,· •; he · . 
. •. ·• {hen requested the members to look at his gray hairs, 'and s~ f .. 

" i if .they could cut him off for nothing, after spending forty iear!t "• ~ 
or 1hereabout, _of his time with them." We think" brother~."1:t .-· . 
Fewel ought to have told e1d~r Wilson, tha.t the. ackii :v'l~ g M , ... ,. , ·~ 
men~ ·.\~bich .he_ had made waf not sufficient, a.nd ioliV~,i.~., >~ • ... 
wherem.· Rut, mstead1 of that, there was a motion made to l 
cho'ose a pastor,, which was objected to, and requested that it j ;. • • 

.. _ 111ight be postponed until their next meeti9g'. Br?ther F,ewi:i · 
. *.~lien obser~ed<:i in ,the ~hu~ch, that they would go o'ut and cod·' .,_ 

sult about It; seven or eight of them then went out to the· •• ~ ~· 
stand and cllo'se elder Tatu en their pa~tof, and changei:f th~· :"' 

& .. ·Clay o~ l!)eeting' from the _Saturd!!Y before .the 4th Sunday t{ . · 
· th~ 2d, _which we think was disorderly. At December meeting 

we requested all the church to meet the-4th Saturdav in Jan· ... 
Uary; 1he others 'ail(l,f~d tb~ir appointmerit frOl'J! th~ 2d t~~t,n~ 
3d, an~ warned th~ members to meet, ~h1ch they did to the; •• 't» 
number oi twenty-six or t wenty·seven ';-::and, after sermo(l~}n . .. ~ 
stead of requesting the ch~.rc,h'"~o get tog.ether, ~h~i 'r~~~;~~~. 
formed tbat a~! ·who were Ill fav.or 'Of tbe;r ?,resent pastonl!o(l •I 
their former proceedings, could take seats with them ; ~ose' 
who were no't, cquld not: Two or three of the members then 

.. rose and ~aia~{rhey w~nted to know what they had don·e·'ih'a'' -. 
e. J : • .,.. ... 4 .. # l0 l .7• .., 
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l~ey wer? n~l ·allowed. s~ats~ the; -were ~~J(j that .. if they .did . 
1not sanction what had ,been.done, they could not take ~eats 
witb the1n\1 A member then rose and said, if they -could not ~ · 

. -take seats With ·thert, -th_ere WaS TO'Om in the house, and TC• 
r qu~sled the' egg~i'eved part to· take ·seals ·,in another place, 

.· which they .did, seventeen In number, leaving eight, nine or ten 
~of the other part. As soori as all were seate4, a member rosi; 

t . iiod saidhe had a memorial to laybefore 'Hie church, which ,, " 
i.' . • he wished to have read ; "'the pnper was handed to brother ~ · 

. ~ · l' ~Hill, 111 the. pulpit. Brother Fewel then 'ordered elder Tatum 
f! . td dismiss the congregation, which he ~i~. • · T!•e memorial '! 

·- ... was 'then read, and ,ihe question. put whether they were in Ta: _. 
, '. • ·;vor of graniing elder Wilson a new trial, when seventeen rnern- '1 

. - hers present were in favor of a new ·trial. . . . . - - 11 
~ .At their next meeting, all who w~rein favor of elder Wilson' /'i _', .. , 
were cut .off from the church. · · .·"' '·· · . · - - / ~ l 
In F'ebruary we met· together and appointed ~rother Hardy ' '· 

our Moderator. An~, after mature deliberatio.n, agreed tope-' 
titio.n the },.:ssociati6n lo send us their cou"'ncil and help, which I 
\vas refused ; and after the Associationi' al our first mee!i.ng, ~' • 

. . . :r • we· c'hose e1der Wilson'(mr pastor, unanimously,· who has at· ·~ , . 
.:_... .. tended wit~ us regularly. And .at one ~f ,our church meetings, - • > 

"before the Association :a~t fall, we 11gain s~nt· .our christian sa· · 1 
.- Julatiotl and grceti~g to our christian brethren, expected to · · 

meet at Sood- Will meeting-hou~e, in Stokes County,' whicll I 
wa's'lg~ln rejected. · · - . · . • • · ' ·; . ~ l 
Now, dear brethren, we think \Ve have done all 'that is ou~ ·.; l 

duty to do, in order t:> ·try to come !O a/econciJiation, and CSn ; j 
- get no redress. Now., dear br.ethreli, consider what we say, ' 
and may the Lord gi~e thee un'derstanding in all.things._ .. "< ~ 

t" • - ~· ~· .,.. ·- ' ; .. 

Signi:;d by 'order of-the ·nggrieved part of Sardis church. 
- . , ' . ,... ~ .. ~ . ~- ~ 

• SOLOMON HARDY, Clerk, 
t, • - ' • ~ : : ," - l ... "" " ' .,.,. 
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