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DEATH OF MR. JOHN G. WILLIAMS 

We regret to have to announce to our readers the sad intelligence of the 

death of this worthy citizen. He died at his residence, in this city, yesterday 

morning, a few minutes before five o'clock. 

MR. WILLIAMS was born in the city of New York, on the 25th day of December, 

1827. He was, therefore, in the 52d year of his age. He was of Welsh parentage. 

His parents, with his only brother, EVA WILLIAMS, now deceased, settled in 

Raleigh in 1833. MR. WILLIAMS had, therefore, been a resident of Raleigh from 

his childhood. When a lad he was employed in the confectionary store of Mr. S. L. 

TUCKER, and afterwards, Mr. TUCKER having opened a branch of his business in 

Rolesville, and being postmaster at Rolesville, JOHN--as his friends loved to call 

him--was put in charge of this business and was the clerk in the post office. But 

Mr. TUCKER, having failed in his business, Mr. WILLIAMS found a friend in that 

noble old gentleman, CAPT. THOMAS G. SCOTT, then postmaster in Raleigh. CAPTAIN 

SCOTT employed the bright faced, intelligent youth, and he remained with him until 

he was succeeded as postmaster by WILLIAM WHITE, ESQ. He remained for some time 

with Mr. WHITE, winning the favor of all by his strict attention to his dut]es, 

and his patient courtesy to the patrons of the office. He next engaged in 

mercantile business with Mr. H. L. EVANS, for one year, in the house now occupied 

by MR. WEIKEL, on Fayetteville street; and at the end of this year he entered the 

employment of the North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Company, which had its 

rooms on the second floor of the building erected by, and then the property of, 

B. B. SMITH, ESQ. By this time he was regarded as one of the best accountants 

in Raleigh, and his time at night was occupied in posting books and making out 

accounts for some of our merchants and editors. About this time a number of 

Virginia merchants, accustomed to attend our courts and sell goods to our merchants, 

made his acquaintance, learned to appreciate his worth, and placed bills in his 

hands for collection. And this little event in his life, as it would seem, though 
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really a large one, led to his engaging in the business of broker, which laid 

the foundation of his future wealth and usefulness. 

During all these years of obscurity and toil, from his childhood to early 

manhood he was studious, honest, very industrious and economical, and grew "in favor 

with God and man." The elders among us remember him during these years as one apt 

to learn, ingenuous and candid, faithful to every trust confided to him, and 

scrupulously honest and honorable in his principles. His opportunities for acquir­ 

ing an education were very limited, though he went to school for awhile to Mr. 

L. B. JOHNSON and Mr. THOMAS B. HAYWOOD, in the old Raleigh Academy. But he had 

an insatiable thirst for knowledge, and was constantly learning something valuable. 

He was a punctual attendant on the Sunday School, and thus learned much that was 

beneficial to both his mind and heart. It was his habit, especially in his youth, 

to listen to the conversation of scholars, and learned and sensible men in every 

department of life, and thus gather and treasure up knowledge for future help and 

guidance. He loved especially to listen to such men as Mr. BADGER, Mr. WILLIAM 

H. HAYWOOD, Jr., General R. M. SAUNDERS, Mr. DEWEY and Mr. MORDECAI, while_ in Mr. 

WHITE, the Postmaster, under whom he was serving, he had a friend who was very 

thoughtful, sensible and sagacious. 

By the close of the war, in 1865, he had already accumulated a handsome 

fortune as broker and banker. In May, 1865, he was one of the number of gentle­ 

men invited by President JOHNSON to visit Washington City. He was treated by 

the President with much consideration, and in the conversations which occurred be­ 

tween the President and the delegation Mr. WILLIAMS bore a useful and valuable part. 

"See the man diligent in business; he shall not stand before common men; he shall 

stand before kings". Soon after this he established the State National Bank of 

this city, one of the soundest banks in the country, over which he presided with 



JOHN G. WILLIAMS - 3 

signal ability and skill up to the day of his death. 

In his mature manhood, as in his boyhood and youth, Mr. WILLIAMS had the good 

will and confidence of all. He combined, in a happy degree, suavity of manner 

and firmness of purpose. He seemed always to be in a good humor, He was gentle in 

his manners, considerate of the wants and feelings of others, and never judged or 

censured any one. No idle or malicious word ever escaped his lips in relation to 

business matters, towards his employees, or towards his neighbors. In business 

matters, and touching the affairs of common life, he had that self-control, and, at 

times, that reticence or silence which is the daughter of wisdom. He always held 

the reign tightly on his tongue. His hand, too, was "open as the day to melting 

charity". He seemed never to forget the rock out of which he had himself been 

hewn, nor the friends of his early days. He had been poor himself; he had toiled 

for his daily bread; he knew what it was to need and to receive a helping hand; 

and while he was cautious and prudent in his business, yet he never oppressed or 

distressed his debtors, and was always loaning small sums to the needy and de­ 

serving. He had learned human nature and the run of business so thoroughly 

that he seldom lost money by his loans, whether the amount was forty or forty 

thousand dollars. When called on to give to the poor, he usually placed himself 

in the hands of the friend who approached him, and would ask, "how much do you 

think I ought to give?" He was so also in regard to his church. He would say', 

"Put me down for what you think I ought to give" and when the sum was named, he would 

say, "that's all right, but I will give more if you think the case requires it." 

But, perhaps, the crowning act of Mr. Williams' liberality and of his love for his 

church, was his contribution for the erection of the Science Hall at Wake Forest 

College. Ke has thus aided essentially in a work for the good of both the present 

generation and of posterity, and has linked his name for corning ages with that 

institution. It was thus reserved for the unlettered boy, and afterwards for the 

well informed, experienced, and large hearted man, who had grown into general 
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usefulness and into the possession of wealth without the help of colleges or schools, 

to show himself one of the foremost and heartiest of the friends of learning in 

North Carolina. 

"Few know of life's beginnings. Men behold The goal achieved." 

We have already referred to his boyhood and his youth, when he was thirsting 

for knowledge, and fitting himself slowly but surely for the enlarged sphere in 

life which he was destined to occupy. The modest and unassuming youth, thus sitting 

at the feet of his wise seniors, imbibing useful information of all kinds; incurr­ 

ing additional labor at night, that he might snatch in the day time these 

opportunities for mental and moral improvement; learning without adequate help 

the principles of book-keeping and the rudiments of that financial knowledge and 

skill which he afterwards so ably exhibited in practical life, was laying founda­ 

tions for future respectability and usefulness which few observed in these, his 

"life's beginnings." An example like this, of modest, patient perseverance in the 

acquisition of knowledge; of comparatively unobserved and uncheered labor and 

self-denial in his youth and early manhood; of devotion to business with a 

steadiness and constancy seldom surpassed, joined to the most incorruptible in~ 

tegrity and honesty, should be commended to the youth of this day as worthy of all 

imitation, and constitutes, indeed, an inheritance for his family beside which 

fine gold itself grows dim. 

Mr. Williams was an earnest Baptist, but his loving nature went out in 

sympathy and regard for all the churches, and for all who name the name of CHRIST. 

Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, Catholics, and Episcopalians alike visited him 

during his last days, to show their affection for him, and to comfort, as far as 

it was possible to do so, his bereaved and stricken family. 

Mr. Williams was married on the 5th day of February, 1852, to Miss Marian 

Carson White, of this city; and it is a singular and noteworthy circumstance, that 
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as his moral life was slowly ebbing away on the night of the 5th of February, 1879 

two of the watchers in the room were the only waiters on his bride and himself, just 

twenty-seven years before. Mr. Williams leaves surviving him his wife and seven 

children. STERNE never wrote anything so beautiful or so true as that immortal 

saying of his, "God tempers the wind to the shorn lamb." 

If Mr. Williams had his frali ties, so have all of us. It is our business to 

record the virtues of the good citizen, of the honest and upright man, of the 

tender husband, and the affectionate and loving father. He was gentle in life, 

and deeply mourned in death. We would write his virtues in marble, and his 

fralities in the dust to which his mortal body must soon be consigned. 

BIBLICAL RECORDER, February 12, 1879. 

Page: 2:2-4 



1512 Canterbury Road 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27608 
April 29, 1985 

Mr. John R. Woodard, Director 
Baptist Historical Collection 
Wake Forest University 
Winston-Salem, NC 27109 

Dear Mr. Woodard: 

Thank you for taking the time to show my cousin, Miriam Williams of 
Evanston, IL, the portrait of John G. Williams by Garle Browne. We 
are all very proud of this portrait and the gift he made with Mr. Heck 
of a building to Wake Forest College when the College was at Wake Forest. 

Wake Forest College is very special to us also because my br ot he r+ 
in-law, Francis Paschal, was raised there, went to school there, and 
his father, George Washington Paschal, was a long-time professor at 
the College. 

In 1980 and 1981 you expressed interest to Miss Williams in receiving 
any historical information that we might have relating to Mr. Williams. 

Attached are some copies of newspaper articles and other items which 
we feel might be of interest. Now that I am retired I have found time 
to look at microfilm copies of old newspapers and have had copies made 
of items of interest. 

I hope you will retain these in your Collection as well as this letter 
for any interested person concerning this remarkable man and his wife. 
Both stood out in their time as outstanding leaders. In this letter 
I will include some material about Mr. Williams, Mrs. Williams, and 
others. 

He was the son of John Griffith Williams and Ellen Evans Williams. 
He was born December 25, 1827 and died at the age of 52 on February 
6, 1879. 

A family Bible states after a record of his birth, "He is at liberty 
to select his own middle name as his father did." He selected Griffith 
as did his father. Griffith is a Welsh name. 

His father, mother, and John came to Raleigh via New York from Wales 
about 1833. The grave marker of his mother indicates she was from 
Carnarven-Shire, Wales. The purpose of coming to Raleigh was for his 
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father to work on the State Capitol building as a stonemason. Upon 
completion of the building his father went to Washington, D.C. to 
find employment, and insofar as we know, nothing was heard from him 
again. The family seemed to feel he died from an illness or had some 
other misfortune. 

We visited Caernarfon while in Wales in the summer of 1984. While 
having lunch in a small inn, a lady eating next to us--who was formerly 
a Williams--directed us to the Caernarfon Area Archives. 

John Williams of this parish and Ellen Evans 
of the parish were married on the 24th of April 
1821 by John William Trevor, Vicar, in the 
presence of John Lloyd and Evan Williams. 

From the Book of Christenings we found that "Ellen daughter of Robert 
Evans, Yeoman, and wife Margaret was christened July 1, 1811, Llanbebley 
Parish." 

John's mother died at the age of 35 in 1845. He was 18 years old at 
this time. Family tradition says that he bought a grave marker for 
his mother from the first money he earned. 

As a child, age nine, he recorded in the family Bible: 

John Williams is my name, 
Wales is my nation, 
New York is my dwelling place 
And Christ is my Salvation. 

When you see this remember me. 

While he lived a rather short life, as we measure life today, he lived 
a very full and useful one without any family help until his marriage 
to Miriam Carson White February 15, 1857. He had a distinguished busi­ 
ness career, was a faithful churchman, highly regarded by those who 
knew him, called upon for advice by a president of the United States, 
and generous to worthy causes. 

At his death his wife followed him as President of the State National 
Bank of Raleigh for some time; as such she was the first woman president 
of a national bank in the U.S. 
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Should we find any more material which will help complete the picture, 
we will forward it to you for the Collection. 

With best regards, I am 

William P. McPherson 
Great-Grandson of 
Mr. and Mrs. Williams 

WPM:edo 

Attachments 
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~inguf 8t. JohB'@Guild, held Wcdues­ 
!1~Ycnmg, Feb. 12 b, i1111t.~ a eommiuee 
as..appOimtd to 'draft resolutions of re­ 
' ct to the ruemfirf of .the jate John G. 

Williams, Esq., and I.be coPlllliLt.te re- 
p med 11s follows: · · 

He . ..o/ud, 1st. 'l'ust in common with the 
whole community of the ci1.y of Raleigh, 
St. Jobu's Guild bas sustained a great loss 
in the i1C11.th of the lae John G. Williams, 
one uf its esteemed members. 

, :W. That .Mr. Williams' uniform eour­ 
'.te11y and klodness in bis bearing towards 

I bis associates, bi~ sound [udgnient and 
wisdom lo oonnecl, and bill constant readi­ 

l ness to contribute of bis m:-ans to every 

I worthy obj c: of charity, made him a mem­ 
ber of tile Guild of whom we 1111 b!IC! good 

I
-reason to Vt: proud: and that we deeply 
mourn lJi~ drparture from among us. 
ad. That thr-se resolut lor.s be spread 

I 
upon the minutes of thil! meeting, and tbat 

·topies tie sent to tbe·\erl'tlved family of 
the deceased, and handed to.,tbe daily 

; newsp"per11 iJf the city for publication. 
. ·H H BATTU } . ' 

G11.11. \v. WnZ1!01., Com: 
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Mrs. JOH~ 3. WILLIA~s ••• PA':JE. TWO. 

The Old .. ak9 roreet Road of the Sta~~ ~oa~~ ~aye w~e located eeverel 
hundred feet west of tho present location. 

~h•n my Mother and Fether moved to Ral~1~h, they lived at th• Yarborough 
House. on Fayetteville Strs•t, the f1ret yesr bfllfore 'buyinr, e home. They 
decided on the houee at 305 ~ew Berne Avnue. It w•~ own~d by Mr. Edrce 
Stampe, Mr~.'·• 1111amR~B son in law. It wae I\ b~aut,1ful p La ce Ol'l ~corner 
Lo t f'a c i.ng South. The houe• r1oupiea th• center of the lot. To t~~ e ar t 
was a rose '2;Cl de n , To the ·.est two r-ows of matDre ··~lmt5- fOLJr tr~es 1 '1 
each row. 

MAma noticed that 1r it rained on th~poroh, upper- or J.ower or both 
Hh• vwul<..i have to sweep it off. Mrs. · .. illia.mA po1nte:: 0~1t thf". ft:~ct .• t.r e.t ·,..rh~ 
Hte oam& to Ralei~h at bh~ a~e of t~n 1n e1~hte8n forty thRt thPrP w~P not 
~ nouae in all of R¥.l&L".h that., had !!I_ po+r ch , The hou s .. , 11.ke flOl"'fl' o t.be rs 
was a tr•m•naove box. C,.il1nge twelv~ feet hL:;h•, hall tv-1l!'lY~ :t'~et w~.dt!, 
r~n cl~~r t~rou~h th• hou~•· four rooms 16 plun x 16 pluR up~te1rs and . , 
th• eaTTJ~_ down sta.i..re. '~acb floor hE'.Y1n-i:. ~. closet lwelY~ ft. x lwo!"-1V~ f'e e t, 
it t15.ch c or-ner of th• nouse , mak t n.; e i e ht a.icn c Lcs e t.s . 

l"l or-c er- t.o e:•t cor-cne s and not mae the ho.ie e a'1~f Le r e.er , t~ ey tore 
o~t the outelde walle end tr.e hellw~y en the souths1de, both upeteir~ a~d 
do11sta1re. They created be8.utiful porches. ·rbey did nothing to tr~ floor~. 
Being perfectly level, ths water did not run off completely, until 1t wa.!. 
swept off. I think 1t int•r~etin~ that Ra1•1~h had net on• house 1n 18hO 
that had a porch. ;1111ems'e 

I think the t \-~rs~ .Husband wae the Pree 1dent of ii ~at 1 onaI Ft.nk. .. He-n 
h• dieaa eh• beca.mtt-Trel=Ht1~nt. I do not know how 1 t ca-m• trout, but I do 
know that eh• wae th• Feeident of a National Eank at atim• wben no othl'r 
woman h•1d such a poe i ti on.1 >.-. ~~ , ··" 

Sylv•e t•r Dibble ws e m•nt 1 o'fia in :--:r~. Pead•' s 'i~ 111. Ste ment1 O'!"~cf'' e ~ 
h•r-''Cld f·•rvant '' .~h• left him a eum of uionflty. Pe wa e popula.r a.monf) the 
hh1t• people. ~ae al~ays _a Democrat,Ch1ef of t~e F1er Dep~rt~~nt, for~­ 
moet tarber, aiso ran a Ladiee barber ehop-by appoint~ent. 

About 1904 in July or Au~uet th~ cclor•d firemen from s numbsr of ~m~m 
towne in the Stat• h~ld s i Firemane Tournament on ~ew P•rne Avenus in 

.._ hal•i~h. On an afternoon durin"'. th• tourne.ment there ~rove ·;p to :r.Y mottier 
;· home ,drawn by two high e teppin~ horeee DllS driv-.n't.y a a. 'tlsvk iran a 
· hiulmmm.m handeome Landau with 1te top baok. Th• p~e~~~~er ws~ a roul~to, 
dtessed 1n th• uniform of a fir• oh1•f, deoorated with ~ev~rql ~sa~ls 
and ribbons. Thie 1mport~nt looking man Btepped 0:1t li k" 3 ~a".1 u~ej ~o 
su~b •1•ganceand walked ~P to our front door. I was thers in tre front yard 
andsaw it all. Homa and Mre. :.~illiaml! both met h:tm at th~ fro:t door. 

They took Sylvester to th• dining room and eervsd him 1os or•~rr. 
They qeetion•d Sylvester about every 't.odyin n~~ufnrt ~aunty. ~hsn 
~Jlveater left, he h~d to walk thr0u~h or between two w1d5 ~roup~ of baty 8 
carr16ea and nurses plu peppl• that had ~athered from both directions. 

Syl vst~r had been ·t,o Jr~. ·.ill ia:nl5 hom•· Qflkwood Av11nue a'1j ;...''.l~ 
told there where he would ftnd }~rs. <illiA.me. If he had found ~'.rP. ·.1.11iart 
on Oakwood h• wmmium~ would not have had such an appre1ativ• ~udienc~. 



Mrs. JOH\J G. WILLIA:Jis ••• PA3E TWO. 

The Old ',,ak~ rorsst Road of the Sta~~ 0oe.~r days w~e located eeverel 
hundred feet west of tho present location. 

~h•n my Mother and Father moved to Raleigh, they lived at th• Yarborough 
House. on Fayetteville Street, the first year b~fore buying e home. They 
decided on the house at 305 New Berne Avnue. It wa~ own~d by Mr. Edr.oe 
Stamps, Mr~.\, 1111amR~s eon in law. It was a beautiful pleoe on a corner 
lotfQ.cing South. The house ooupiect th• center of the lot. To t~e ea~t 
was a rose '3Crde"l. To the ·;est two r-ovs of mature ~~lmB- four trees 1~ 
each row. 

MAma noticed that ,_f 1 t rained on t.he por-ch , upper or lower or 'both 
Bh• vJOuld have to sweep it off. Mrs. '•~1111amA pof.nt ec out th~ feet,. tre.t whe 
she came to Ralei~h at bh~ age of ten in ei~ht~•n forty thRt th~r~ waP not 
Q house in all of Rale1~h that had a po~rch. The hou~~, like ~o~~ others 
was a :tremendotJe box. Cf'!111nge twelve feet hi~h•, hall tw~lve ±'eet wtde, 
r-an cl~iir t t.r-ou ·;h th• houA•; f'our' rooms 16 plus x 16 pluR UP!' t a tr-s and 
th• earn~. down stairs ... .a ch floor hav t n« e closet lwehre ft. x lw~lve fe~t 
st aach corn6r of th• houe•, makin~ ei~ht e~ch cloeet8. 

I~ orde1· to B•t poroh•~ and not rnke the hoJee any ler~er, ttey tore 
out the oute1de walle and the he!lw~y en the souths1de, both upete1re ar.d 
do11stairs. They created beautiful porches. ·rbey d 1d nothing to tre floors. 
Being perf9ctly level, ths water did not r1Jn off completely, until 1t wa.~ 
swept off. I think it 1ntereetinP.: that Ral•L~h had not one house in 181~0 
that had a porch. :; 111111ms '111 - ~ 

l think that Mrs~, Hus.band waEI the Pree1dent of e National Pu1k. :.,Hen 
h• diead eh• becamr?res!a@nt. I do not know how 1 t came arout, but r do 
know that sh• waB th• Fe~id•nt or a National Ear.k at at1me when no other 
woman h1Jld such a poeition.11"· V-r~ 4,r .. \ Sylvester Dibble wsB ment1~6 ln Mr~. Peade'e W111. She mentioned~~ 
her110ld Servant 11.~h• left him a sum of money , Pe wae popular among the 
~hit• people. ~•e always~• Demoorat,Ch1ef of the Fier Dep5rtm&nt, fore­ 
most barber, a1ao ran a Lad1ee barber shop-by appointment. 

About 1904 in July or Au~uet th~ oclor•d firemen from s numbsr of mmmm 
towns in the Stat• held s i Firemans Tournament on ~ew Perne Avenus in 

......_ haleigh. On an afternoon durin~ th• tournament there drove ·;p to rr.Y mot.be r ' 
i' home ,drawn by two high eteppini.) horeee •- drivwnby a a 1:1svk man a 
· hlulmmma hano some Landau with its top baok. Th• p~l!!~~.,:-rer W!t~ a mu Ls t o , 
dteseed in the uniform or a fir• oh1•f, decorated with PJev~rql JTi9d~ls 
and ribbons. 1'his important looking man stepped 0:1t 11 ke a rr.a:J u~e1 to 
such •1•ganceand walked up to our front door. I was there in tr.e front yard 
a.ndsaw 1t a.11. Homa and Mr!5. ·"'lil11aml! both met h:trn at th~ fro-:t door. 

They took Sylvester to the dining room and l!ervsd him 1cs creqre. : 
They qeet1oned Sylvester about every cody1n B8~ufort County. '~h•n 
3ylveater left, he had to walk throu~h or between two w1da ~roupe of baty c 
carr16•B and nursee plu.·pepple that had gathered from both directions. 

Sylvst~r had been ·t.o Jr~. ·;;illiams hom'9' Oakwood AV4tnue a111 w~~ 
told there where he would find !-!rs. '.' .. 1111A.m~ • If he had found MrP. ·.1111a.m 
on Oakwood h• wmmi~mm would not have had such an appre1at1v• ~udienc~. 
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. ':,:~~~,AQlfN. G. WILLJA~JS. · .. _ ....... ,. ~r~;.;• 
~>~': -~~f~~·s Oldest and .. Bettt 
~,.ki.oMt'• citizens. ·"Dietl LaSt . N igbi . 
. lat ·lhe ·fiome, ot Her 'D~ter. 

. .. . . • ! . . . . . ..... .... ~ l - 

· Bern ill ~Wake. eounty, November 
7. 1831, tbe -daughter or Rftv. and 
Mrs. ·wm1~~ '\\.bite. Mrs. Job11 G. 
V..'illiams, a~te.-,aleventy-11tn_e years ot 
Jife in tb.b city, p.aah~ ·away last 
nJght "at 'niiie o'clock at the home ot . 
her daughter •. Mrs. W. ·-s. · Prlmrose, 
on W.eat ~organ street. Sue· leaves 

. inany -frienda and·. acqu&.intantes· tll . . .. - . .- .. ' 
mourn· her death. tor as one of Ral- 
eigh 'a olde,st. c1U%ens,' having •passed 
t>~Uca}lj, -'&Jl. ·ot .tier ,Jlf e uere, ahe 
:was welJ:~~own -and ·uked~by all &n4 
e&peci&n.r :the ~older resident£. . . 
- .. -A• llU"'., ~~ion Ca.ra0n \Vhlte she 

-wu m&rri..td--. ·16:- }fr.··Joh.u -G. Wil- . I . - . . . . .., 

llama 1n;,',-t8$2"~ · _:· UP<m. ~!£·· death in . 
: iS7» ~-he~'~u~ued -~~ · -~<f"t tor 
wm~ ·.time u :.p~Jdent-·.ot th~~te 
NaUp~ -&lii..:~tnen lQCat~ _,in ·the 
old la_w .)~~~1~·i·,~.W~~-.'-~· ~tel)' 
been_"~~ to.-mak.~ t~m t~~. -!Jle 

· ~w_: ~ucUU>~.·- .At !~at .titq~--~e 
•• • .• ·.1' ·• • • ' • . .4 ' 

was the ~ ~1 - ,k~oWD .-, 1H>1Xl&B 'presf .. 
. -~ent_~s~-~~~··ba.~k. 1 

·.-;,, > .... ; ,· -~ ·_ ,~-.­ 
. --::.: ·llr.: 'WJlira~~";.·11eaith: ~ti~~ ~n 
i ·atadv.alb:~ ·r;_ubiK. bu~: 'her. :cQndt.ttoP 
; -~pie ""~~: ·:~:ti1i1:·,~·;. .'J;l~ti~~ · 
. .._¢e ·1.b.a.t ... t~ahe. had ~ innitua 
i wea:ke.r ... -_~:·()r. i•1~t~. ebfldtie.~\-~ct: .. wu 
; sun<>U$Ut*'.'~~~(~~o-~'-~~~r 
: . &t ~~.:thik'~(~e·r~:~.'. .. : ~:are_ 

'-~~~~~i~~~~~~~t~u!:!: 
; ~d;.·~~~}J(~iCJOal~.~ &>.r~· 
. •-~ v · · .. ii·· ;,W)~s. '>f'ri~ ~lld 

. • ~r,;.;}~9~f~~;: : · ~:~~ ·. -~oou. \·_itJ.&a•ct,- ~ · 
· ~f4icl~e_u-.,~ .. ~~w~,~~.1'-~~-~d:~1· 
; eSa.ht~-~~~~-~:- .. ~.;~~ 
'·~-~~d~-'~tld~-.~:~}~.-i:~·-. ~~al· 
f ·wur'Qe:~1a~~~\:tk:.-f'i ... t '..~iat; 
· ci~~,:~~~--~\~Ji'd:·t9u.J.~ 
; .. : ;'. .. ·- ~·:l'·~·'V ;;,;~;/ --~-.~-ao~11;i; .a· : -a JDetn~~-~:.1¥,•""."·~ . ...,.:."·".tL, ... _ f"··:.;i.,... .. ~ ;- 

·~-~~;'~~~~-·~iJ!_~r k/1:'! :v~ 
'-~~ ~~i~~~.!/,~ .:~~~;. ~~~!e-t,~;<:}:;J:~; >;._.;.~_<·,-_:0,:,~;;~ ~:~. r .. ,,\f'~:·~>; 
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Apartment A-4 
230 Swimming Point Walk 
Portsmouth, VA 23704 

October 3, 1983 

• I 

.Dear Mrs. Murray, 

I was in Raleigh on the trip made by the docents from the 
Chrysler Museum in Norfolk last Fr~day and was trying to 
get some information on an intinerant portuait painter who 
was in Raleigh about 1850-60. Some of the N.C. Museum 
docents thought you might be able to help because of your 
work Rs a docent Rnrl hecause of your interest in the history 
of Wake County. 

My family has three portraits done by an itinerant painter 
named (I believe) Garl Browne. The Notth Carolina Museum 
owns a portrait by this artist, but it is not currently on 
exhibit. Since I have been working as a docent at the 
Chrysler, I have been more interesb~d in the subject, and 
would like to learn more about the artist. 

The family portraits are of John Griffeth Williams, his wife 
Miriam, and a daughter (who died about age 6 of scarlet fever). 
(The portrait of John G. Williams is owned by Wake Forest 
1 Q.Q1lege (he gave a building at the old college in Wake Forest, 
~N.C.~, the one of his wife is owned by a cousin, Miss Miriam 
Williams of Evanston, Illinois, and I have the portrait of 
the young girl. 

About 15years ago, my mother talked with someone at the museum 
about the portraits (she was visiting relatives in Raleigh). 
They requested that she send a photograph of the portrait she 

. owned to the museum for their records, since tqey knew of 
f' f~ tno other portrait of a child made by this artist. In fact, Y.J tl.1ey sugges teJ t ha t she give t lie portrait to the mu s eum , but· 

she was unwilling to part with it. I am enclosing a recent 
photograph I made of the portrait, which might be of some 
use in identifying the artist. 

If you have any information at all on this subject, I would 
appreciate hearing from you. 

Y~~~ 
Miss Judith Hathaway 



P~t Office Box 26064 
Riilclgh, N.C. 276.11 
13 October 1983 

Hiss Judith Hathaway 
Apartnent A-4 
23D Suir:il:iin2 Point Walk 
Portsoouth, Virginia 23704 

Dear Iiis.s IlHt..1-i<may: 

Your letter of inquiry concerning the artist .·!1111.mn furl Browne 
has deli~·)ltcd l'lC becausej; happily, 1.se know a good bit about him 

.In l'lorth Carol:L'1-3.. i!c oot 0;..-U.y desigried .our state flac Ln l.;61, 
but also painted literally. dozens of portrait:s ·of· !forth Carolin­ 
ians during the mid-19th century. Alt.hough he is not; listed in 
Fielding rs Dicti0ll4.lr! 2£ ·A.."leric?-r. Paj.11ters, Settl_gt\)TS !!2£1.!.::t:. . 
gravers, he· is Ltq.i..it!.ed in Groce l1r,d Wllilac0, and is Ct:{l:'t'1i:-..J.y 
t.'ell known ar1onp Loth rforth and !'.>0u.t!-, Caroli:ria E:~u.i.lics who own 
portraits e..~ccut(!U by· 1lim. I ~~ encl.omng a ph::tootatic copy of 
Ruth Little-Sto!~LJ "s sketc.."i rJf Brerww.!' from V~lUr.te 1 of the Dic­ 
tioilf1El of l:LQ!..th C~lj.M _Digr_.!:ai>h,Y. In nddi.Uon to his Bitt.;78 
listed thext;in ~ t:1 ~ X orth C~"'!Tcil.i..na Pc•r tr~i t L'":ld01~ ( 1 %3) list 3 
and pictures :nrncrouso~s of Jlis lJOrtroi.ts in this state, but - f 
does not nane th-:? lfd:.!! Forcaz portrait of. your -Jchn "!• ~.Jillio.:r~::. 
In ndc!i.tion t c t.li~e~,. Peace G:>ll~ec in P.aleish m.r.'!s Brovnc "s 
portraJ.t 0£ itE: n~n:~~i.u~t- Williru;j Poaccj and ocr =·~orcC'"'~i !b~~sc 
(centerpiece of our flor~ecrl Historlc Park) hs.s hi;; portr.:tlts of. 
Ji.::?nr J !:!ordeca.i 2.Ml his copy uf Jo.!ia Wc.d0y J.:;rvl!J' s ·:rtrai t of 
the !brdecei p2t:riarch, Jacob fbrd€!Cr2i, c~; 'i!d.l ::!~ sor::.:: ot:_~- 
~~bers 'J'f the : .bnbq.i.l fa..""rl.ly. 

i\rJOnr; the Uorth ~roliru:l {'not.:ibl0s" whoze likene~ee8 he captured 
on canvas (i!!ring hiB stay in our state are Geo~~.e Edmund Baclfjcr, ..... 
Janes Sm:i.t!,: 1httle, '(Jilli.!tl:J. S::nitI~ D:lttlc, !Jat!m .. "liel ooyden, Alcx·­ 
nder Brevard II, ;::..:)1ert Alfred Brevard., Mw'.lt<l Trn-v-ls Bro.ldnax r 
!lrs. Robei.·t Bro6mc~ :Hrs. John D. ilr-YN:n, d:r. un.d ;1J':'s. TI10!!!..:!~ 
Hillian Ero,/r .. , S:.!.32.n Cobb .Bullock, Di1.rlcan Camc!"'Jn., ~;r. '2-.""!•.: ~fr2. · 
Jaraes Harvey Curs·.Jn, Joaian Collirui Ill, P.ic.'1!:!rtl Spm3s!t :C'Onr!el17 

Governor &hmrJ Bh::wp Dudley, Hr.~;. John. llid!!:r~, Sr. , G.)vernor 
and Hrs. Willin:u Al!.1X2nder Grcim-u, H:.rs.. ( G~vern,1r) Jm'leB Irctlcl.l, 
Jr •• Hrs. Edwarc! ::n~.:.k:r, Alexender Nae.Rae, U.S. Scnatur Willi~ 
Person H~mgum, Hrs. Thomas Davis Meares, James !febane .. Gcorne 
Washingto,.'1 i Iordecai, Governor Jolm · Hotley Morehead, James ~iil­ 
lip3, iiilliao Ilnwkins Polk, Sar.ruel P'8Ildolph Potter, Henry I!usscll 
Snvnnc, 11rs. T'nornas Eduw1d Skinner, Mrs. Eli Sprinns, . Judge 
Robert Strm1gc, ..Joseph Jolm Surmierall, Governor and UNC President 
Do~"i.c! Loury .Sua~n, .. TocGph. Henry Hattcre·, Thonns l.7Jdte, Mr. end 
Hrs. WilJ.i<!!J Elliott ~·Jhite, and Mrs. &rtlett: Yonccy .. These nre 
all adult sui.ljcctr.; the I..ndex listo, however, three portraits of 
children. That of Sally Rogers·Haywood. about aix, is in the 
collection of Hayuoo<l lhll, n hiatoi"ic Rnlei[!h hOfilC. Those of 
Ada and Flor.~nct! Cru:li.lln Latta, ·aeecl ~bout ei£ht and six, respec­ 
tively, att:;:-J_!mte<l by. t;:he Frick l.4brnry to Drowne, are ovmed by 
an-Asheville [a._-Uly. 11ie latter t't~"? nre ove.lr 3/li-portraits, very 
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· E?iuilar in appearance to yours. poth in terms of pose artd of 
dress. The fomer (Sally Hayuood) is a foll-length. et.anding . 
portrait. And yours is absolutely charn1ng.. What a nbame med­ 
clne • s knouled~ of the contrril of scurlet fewr ·came tOo l~te 
for her .. , Is your port~t signed on. the reverSG, as are the 
several that .we have at Mtttdecai House?· 

The portrait by Broune; OlUled by th'e Horth Cart>lln_a· tfuaeuin .o~ Art 
is that of Pezrin Busbee• a nineteenth-century Raleiah :resident. 
Its acceosion nurabeI' is G74 .. 3.l, in. case you are ever U1 oearch 
of in.f OI""'.Jntion here about :1.t .. · · • · · · - ", · - . . , . 
(

. Your Jo.lm G. t1:!.llicms family portraits nre of particuJ.al.· 1nt­ 
erczt tone bccawk! of q.y research and publiAhcd history about 
\·iu!.:f'! r,{mnty. Hay I n:JS-Jr!C that .ehc - f:at.hor is the 'i/illiw:il1 who mm 
princ.lpal 0\-mcr and first presi-dent~of the-Stuto 'llat~rcl T'~11..k in 
F.alci.:;h, 01-nan:tzcd i.a 1868 1tl Raleigh as auccesecr to hiS ante-­ 
bcl.lt.r:l privn4;a ba,~kin.1.ho\100 .called ,fa°i'_.~ G .. UilliarJIJ ~ Co •• nnd 
who tli.~1 in 1879' a.."1d wa$ 1-!)uc.c.ceded by his w.if.c aa ~fortll Cm-'3ll­ 
na" z f 1.~ct ~10l!lcin b:rJ: prcs.1.1!e.i1t7 ny tlw 11ay, I £.iud her !l.'.lMcl. ·. · 

- I lic.."T:ilm- tho fo!'z:!l.3'.r' ~~:.m C. 1!1ito~ mt.he~· than Niria."'J, 
ae app .. 'lTcntJ.y your faJJily Gpt!llS t'ho nane ... At t.'la r-.roent I am 
rcfcrr:L"13 t::o ·~ short. ?37aemp!a on :P?ZC 575 of nj' ro; .... :,ntly p.tlr­ 
li::tl!.t'!d td.ctory of ~"nke Connt.y • iu c ooctic.n on r~·~;t."1.ror bum:..:hlg. I 
USC\l :JC"'teral. oth~r rderonces to JGW and and to the bank, uhi.cb 
fcilcrt :tr:. lff>.C. 1\ccnn:ing ue ··A.re l15_ocus.rii.ng the &!1:1e c~uple .. ): 
'·b)uld !JC ever· no interr:Stcd t<> krtGW how you nrc t·al.ntcd to them.,. 
as we.!J. cs ·~he cou..'Jin you ncnt:!.oncd oa mming the pcrtri:tlt of 
l ilr-'-2.r.1/l:cr. :lll:1 .. · . . / . 

..... . 

I have no srccific infornation about the JGi1 _p:irtrcit at f:ruce - 
Forost Uni vcrctty.. Th(i.r~ nrP. numerous refet-cncca to ·JGW ao a 
trustee an.d bc.nafact.ol" of .. that .1.nstituti<>n. and· his gift witj.1 J.; 
M. Reck "...'Jf tho I!cck-J.1ill:U>.ms. "CuilcU.ng on the ·c:mlpus, in George W. 
Pac.dml'a Ilisto!I. .. 2!Jfoke Pore.st Colli:gc. These i~udo Vol .... 
2, pp. 71'1. 8~,: 97, 112J ane. 166; and .Vol. 3, I'P· 192-196. 228, 
and 236. 

On tomorro":, I lcava to.join 1rq huaoo!id. a.broad, uut. 10\lld enjoy 
e.'!chan~i."'"!.& further infvrrill!tioo with. y•;:;u af t:.::r · ,,.:-c return October 
26. !. ~ ;;07:1:1 I woa tlot. on J.ut.y u.t our A::t f{azCG:t on t.l e day . 
you nnd the ryt,1::c..:r OU']l3lcr MUJ1eam 11occnts vi.r:>it.cd "UB. L-i. tj'1e 
'tieantiI::c, I l10z>e oor..e of the above IJ3Y ·prove of interest OT as­ 
nictancc to.you. and I look forward to the possibility of meeting 
you on sonc future trip to Raleigh. 

Cordir:illy yours. 

.. 
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Ap.irtment A-4 
230 Swimming Point Walk 
Portsmouth, VA 23704 
October 28, 1983 

Mrs. Elizabeth Reid Murray 
P. 0. Box 26064 
Raleigh, ~c 27611 

~ar Mrs. Murray, 

It was exciting to receive the wonderfully detailed information 
you we re able to furnish on the painter William Garl Browne. 
And his biography made such interesting reading. I am sending 

/Copies of your letter and the· biography· to my cousin Miss Mir:Larn 
-f1Jilliams ( 1422 Judson Ave nue , Evanston, IL 60201), who is 
Lthe granddaughter and namesake of Miriam Williams and the 
-daughter of the only Williams son, also named ~ohn G. She 
may be able to clear up the·question of the :spelling of Miriam's 
name and she is also the owner of the portrait of that Miriam 
Williams. I am furnishing the sa~e information to my cousin 
~n Raleigh, Mr. William McPherson (1512 Canterbury, Raleigh, 

•PC 27608). He is the greatgrandson of-John G. and Miriam 
)Williams. 
I 

(As you can gather, the John_G. Williams family I referred to 
;.s indeed the Williams who was first president of the State 

)National Bank in Raleigh. My grandmother, Mattie Williams 

1 

Savage, was the _youngest of. the Williams daughters. She 
married a Wake Forest graduate, William Vann Savage, who was 
first headmaster of a private school and later a Baptist 
minister in North Carmlina and then here in Virginia. You 

1may also be familiar with his family--his cousin Richard Vann 
was president of Meredith College at the time my mother attended 

'Meredith (around 1906). My mother, also named Mattie, married 
T. Carleton Hathaway, a Virginian. My portrait came to me 
from her. The portrait of John G. Williams or Lg t na l Ly hung in 
the Heck~Williams Building of Wake Porest College and l believe 
was taken to the new campus and at one time was hung in the 
library. 

You asked if my portrait is signed on the reverse. It is faded 
and difficult to read; you can barely distinguish the William 
Garl Browne (by knowing what it is) and the date appears to 
be Jan. 1863. There is more written on the reverse, but the 
only other thing I can make out is "New York" at the very bottom. 

Thank you for being so helpful. And if I do manage another 
trip to ~aleigh in the future, I would love to meet you and 
thank you in person. 

Sincerely, 

ft~~~ 
Judith Hathaway 



F. H. IVEY, 
J. S. PUREFOY, 
W. H. JORDAN. 

JOHN G. WILLIAMS, ESQ., 

Has died since the last Convention. He was for several years Treasurer of 

this body, and often used his own means to meet its obiligations, without 

interest. He was also a most liberal contributor to the various enterprises 

of the Convention. One of his last acts of beneficence was the gift of 

nearly five thousand dollars to aid in the erection of the new Wait Memorial 

Building at Wake Forest College. This and many other liberal gifts to our 

benevolent movements proclaimed him a man of generous heart and noble impulses. 

N. C. BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION MINUTES, 1879, page 39 
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