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( Bethlehem
Baptist
Began In
1831

From Staff Reports

Bethlehem Baptist Church is
one of the oldest Baptist churches
in McDowell County.

The church was constituted on
Nov. 10, 1831 by Elder A. Webb
and J.C. Grayson. At the time,
McDowell County did not even
exist. This county was a part of
Burke County.

At the time, the pastor of
Bethlehem Baptist Church was
Elder Webb Hicks. On January
1834, Ambrose Owenby was elect-
ed church clerk. In 1852, W.
Souther donated two acres of land
to the church and was elected
church clerk. He filled this posi-
tion until old age.

By 1856, the church had 32

members.
For many years, Bethlehem

Bethlehem Baptist Church as it was.

Baptist Church belonged to the
Green River Association. In 1929,
the church joined the Blue Ridge
Association and is the second old-
est church within the association.

The following have served as
deacons since 1929: Lonnie
Parker, J.H. Brown, Lee Lackey,
Jim Hogan, Jesse Brown, G.C.

Tabor, Luther Parker, John Reel,
Lonnie Brown, Earl Robinson,
James Ray, Guy Hensley, Alfred
Dody, Everett Davis and Gail
Conley.

The present deacons are John
Prichard, Joe Brown, Eugene
Davis, Brabson Conley, Bill
Jackson and Calvin Brown.




Bethlehem - 183] McDowell | BLUE RIDGE

1831 Const. Nov. 10.
1832 Admit. to CATAWBA RIVER.

1838 Dism. from CATAWBA RIVER. Charter member of
SALEMLE].

1841 Dism. from SALEM[LE]
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CHURCHES IN NORTH CAROLINA BEGUN PRIOR TO 1830
As named by Morgan Edwards, John Asplund, G. W. Paschal or others

. Name*** : y Date of Constitution .~

. Name If changed. Date of change

. Location. Name of County when Constituted

. Location. Name of County at present time

. Name of Association with which originally affiliated

Name in 1960

. Type of Church; General Baptist, 2 Particular,

Separate, Regular, Other,

. Is the church by either name listed in Convention Annual in 1959 or 19607

(See Notes Other Side)
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After waiting over a year for delivery of a new church steeple, members of Bethlehem
Missionary Baptist Church are proud of the completed project. On Friday, April 30th at
9:30 a,m., a crane began removing the old steeple and by 2:30 p.m. had replaced it wi

a

the new taller one, The new steeple was purchased with donations to the Bethlehem Build-
ing Fund, The church, organized November 10, 1831, has a total membership of 207,

The sanctuary presently used was built in 1956.
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