
One Mind's 

View Of 


The South 

By David McMullen 

More than 50 years after 

its publication, W.J. Cash's 

book still invites discussion 


- and controversy. 


O
utside university lecture 
halls, few North Carolini­
ans recognize the name 
Wilbur Joseph Cash. Yet, 
he was one of the state's 

most influential writers. 
To discuss the South - its history, its 

character and its unique qualities - with­
out reading WJ. Cash's The Mind of the 
South would be unthinkable. 

Published 51 years ago this month, at a 
time when most of the world was looking at 
the South through the eyes of Margaret 
Mitchell, WJ. Cash gave the world a fur more 
realistic and certainly more comprehensive 
exploration of why the South was so dif­
ferent from the rest of the United States. 

Cash was born May 2, 1900, in Gaffney, 
South Carolina, the day before the town 
switched on its elecuic street lights for the 
very first time. According to his most 
recent biographer, Bruce Clayton, Cash 
was the product of "plain, strongly reli­
gious country folk, Scotch-Irish mainly, 
who named their first son for an admired 
Presbyterian preacher." 

As a child, Cash spent his summers with 
his grandparents in Boiling Springs, 13 
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miles north ofGaffney. As an adult, he lived 
most of his life in the Piedmont commu­
nities of Shelby and Charlotte. He gradu­
ated from Wake Forest College in 1922 
and became a WIiter, penning articles for 
H.L. Mencken's The American Mercury 
magazine, editorials for the old Charlotte 
News and, of course, his famous book on 
the South. His life ended two months after 

The Stale/February 1992 

21 

his 41 st birthday, when he was found hung 
by a necktie from a bathroom doorway in 
a Mexico City hotel, the victim of circum­
stances that will never be fully understood. 

Yet, Cash's ideas continue to influence 
each new generation ofstudents who study 
the South and, as Charlotte journalistJack 
Claiborne recently wrote, " ... despite the 
passage of so much time, the memory of 
that shy and brooding man and the mys­
tery behind his death continue to haunt 
the SOUtll and, in particular, the textile mill 
communities of the Piedmont Carolinas." 

Cash's modest fame comes from more 
than a decade ofWI-iting and reWIiting his 
only book. It is, according to the publisher, 
"the philosoph)', temperament and social 
custom of the South, brilliantly analYZt:d 
and interpreted. The author explains how 
and why they developed and what their 
future is likely to be. The Mind ofthe 5lfulh 
is firmly established as a highly significant 
conuibution toward understanding Amer­
ican life and manners." 

As a college student in the early '70s, I 
found Cash's book rambling and thought­
provoking. Rereading it in the early '90s, I 
found it insightful, well-written and even 
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more fascinating than 
before. One of my fa­
vori te passages is Cash's 
description of the Con­
federate soldier: 

'To the end of his ser­
vice this soldier could 
not be disciplined. He 
slouched. He would nev­
er learn to salute in the 
brisk fashion so dear to 
the hearts of the profes­
sors of mass murder. His 
'Cap'n' and his 'Gin'ra!' 
were likely to pass his lips 
with a grin - were 
charged with easy, un­
studied familiarity. He 
could and did find it in 
himself to jeer opening 
and unabashed in the 
face of Stonewall Jack­
son when that austere 
Presbyterian captain rode along his lines. 

"And down to the final day at Appomat­
tox his officers knew that the way to get 
him to execute an order without malinger­
ing was to flatter and to jest, never to com­
mand too brusquely and forthrighuy. And 
yet- and yet - and by virtue of precisely 
these unsoldierly qualities, he was, as no 
one will care to deny, one of the world's 
finest fighting men." 

Cash had strong opinions about the 
Southern world and, with encouragement 
from H.L. Mencken, the courage to put 
his ideas into print. Writing for The Amer­
ican Mercury, he described Charlotte as a 
... .. dreary ritual of the office, golfand the 
church - (it) becomes nearly unbear­
ably dull even for Presbyterians not whol­
ly pathological." 

Describing the founder ofone of North 
Carolina's most powerful companies, Cash 
wrote that the man "remained to the end 
essentially what he was at 17, a red-headed 
shambling Methodist jake out of Orange 
County, North Carolina - Which is to say, 
a sort of peasant out of ule II th century, 
incredibly ignorant, incredibly obtuse, 
incredibly picayune." 

About Charlotte's new Symphony 
Orchestra, he observed that it "at least 
allows one Italian fiddler to eat regularly 
and to wear a pair ofsound pants - surely 
no mean success for a fiddler in Dixie." 

Cash's ideas were controversial, no 

WJ. Cash, right, with his publisher; Alfred K1WPf 

doubt about it, and that was the way he 
liked it. According to an account of Cash's 
funeral in a 1967 biography by Joseph L. 
Morrison: "Assisting the regular pastor was 
one of Cash's cousins from Charleston, 
South Carolina, who proceeded to apolo­
gize both to God and the congregation for 
Wilbur's ideas. 

'That preacher cousin must have read 
some of the author's sharp pieces in The 
American Mercury, because he first apolo­
gized for Cash's having maligned so many 
of the powers that be before assuring all 
present that Wilbur really had been a very 
good boy. Mary (Cash's widow) half-rose in 
her pew, but her mother physically re­
strained her as iffearing she might make a 
scandal. Mary was able to smile in later 
years, knowing how her husband would 
have whooped at it all, but at the time, as 
she later recalled. 'I was outdoors mentally 
burning down that church.'" 

The Mind of the South has remained in 
print since its original publication . A year 
ago this month, Wake Forest University 
remembered its famous alumnus with a 
symposium to celebrate the SOUl anniver­
sary of Cash 's landmark study. The sympo­
sium attracted some ofule most prominent 
journalists and scholars of Southern stud­
ies. More than 500 people attended the 
four-dayevent. 

The symposium provided an oppor­
tunit), for praising Cash, for criticizing the 
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weaknesses of his work 

and for Clayton to intro­

duce his biography. Most 


. importantly, however, it 

was a time for continuing 

the discussion that Cash 

started so many years ago. 


In his own words, Cash 

saw the South as "proud. 

brave, honorable by its 

lights, courteous, person­

ally generous, loyal , swift 

to act, often too swift, but 

signally effective, some­

times terrible, in its 

action - such was the 

South at its best. 


"And such at its best it 

remains today, despite the 

great falling away in some 

of its virtues. Violence, 

intoleration. aversion and 
suspicion toward new ide­

as, an incapacity for analysis, an inclina­
tion to act from feeling rather than from 
thought, an exaggerated individualism 
and a too narrow concept ofsocial respon­
sibility. attachment to fictions and false val­
ues and a tendency to justify cruelty and 
injustice in ule name of those values, sen­
timentality and a Jack of realism - these 
have been its characteIistic vices in uJe pa~t. 
And, despite changes for the better, they 
remain it.~ characteristic vices today." 

Looking at the changes in the South 
since Cash 's time, Hodding Carter III, the 
symposium's keynote speaker, observed: 
..... Ieaving poverty and legalized racism 
behind is a great thing. But there are 
other attributes of Southernism which 
would be sad to lose and which are threat­
ened by the Illass culture - a strong sense 
of place, of civility, a basic sort of attitude 
about the laud and a respect for the past, 
however mythical we made it. But, I'd say 
the average suburbanite in Atlanta is 
about as disconnected from that as some­
body in Peoria." 

Cash died 011 July I, 1941, less than 18 
months after the publication of his book. 
He had been upset for several days and was 
suffering from hallucinations. When his 
wife left him locked in their hotel room to 
seek help, he disappeared. He was found 
that evening in another hotel. He appar­
enuy had hanged himself. 

Morrison discounts what he calls "the 
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three false myths concerning Cash's 

death." They were the belief that the 


. author was murdered by Nazi agents; that 

Cash suffered from an incurable brain tu­

mor; and that foul play must have been 

involved because when he was found hang­

ing, his feet were touching the floor. 

Taking into account medical evidence 
that dated back to 1933, Cash probably 
suffered from an endocrine imbalance. 
This imbalance, complicated by heavy 
drinking, seems to offer the best clue. As 
Clayton explains, "Cash had been drinking 
for years and during the last year or so had 
begun to consume hard liquor, much of 
it bootleg and therefore of an undeter­
mined amount of alcohol. It appears cer­
tain that his drinking complicated his en­
docrine problem and further imbalanced 
his system." 

A far less scientific, but no less valid 
explanation came from the noted scholar 
V.O. Key Jr., who in 1949 wrote: "A 
depressingly high rate of self-<iestruction 
prevails among those who ponder about 
the South and put down their reflections 
in books. A fatal frustration seems to come 
from the struggle to find a way through 

the unfathomable maze formed by tradi­
tion, caste, race, poverty .... " 

Exactly why Cash died will remain a mys­
tery. However, a short essay he wrote about 
Easter, which appeared in the Charlotte 
News less than three months before his 
death, may provide some insight into his 
vision of what the future held: 

'The story of the fecund and teeming 
and mysterious earth, unutterably terrible 
and unuuerably beautiful. And of man ­
earthbound and terrible and bloody and 
aspiring man, with his fa teful dream within 
him. The fragile leaf and the white bud and 
the newborn babe. And the great tri­
umphant chorus and the brooding sadness 
which sees in the bud the shliveling of the 
rose, beyond the coming Summer and the 
return again of Death. 

"But always and forever there is the 
Resurrection. " 

There is no doubt that after more than 
half a century, Cash's insights continue to 
be resurrected with each new generation 
that reads The Mind ofthe Sauth. c::::J 

David McMullen is a Southern history lrnJ! 
and owner ofa Charlotte public relations finn . 
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Books and Book-Makers 

r ....:8.:-.1. CASH of Gharlotte hu at 10111 1ut written a book. Be calls 
It "The Mind. of the South." It win be publllhed tomorrow by Alfred A. 
Knopf. p.'lG. We recommend it unre.erved17, not only to the Mayflower 
Cup committee in North carolina and to an thlnldDi and thouahtful 
Southerners, but to those people everywhere who would lncrease their 
underatandlnl of a reJion that h.. too 10111 been c:onsldered "Another %; 
J,ancL- · 

SOUTH CAROLINIAN by blrtb, Mr. Cub (born In 19(1) grew up 
In North Carolina. Flrst he .ttended Wafford and then Wake Forest, re~ 
be1nI graduated there in 1922. "AJJ 'an undeqraduate," we read on the Jh\ 
,aclr:et of hiI boot, "he won • short story prize, edited the colle,e paper-
always it came out late, and sometimes not .t ..u-.nd won DO ,aucca. 
as a football player. But Inainly., he' cont ..... be at under the mapoliaa ue 
and thoUlht about theJirls. He hu never mahied," He be,an his 
newspaper wort OIl the staff of the ChicSlo POll Since 1.. he has nq 
been on the staff of the Charlotte News, now belD, Associate Editor. las 

:u. 
THE OUt SOUTH, Mr. Cash, warns In hiI preview to understandllllo UJ 

was a legend: " • . •• sort of st8Ie piece out of the eighteenth century, k.ll 
wherein .esturlng gentlemen move saft-spoll:en17 a,alnst a background : lf 
of rose ,p"Ciens £11 dueUn, Jrounds, throuJh alw.,.s ,allant deeds, and;:; 
love17 ladies in farthil1lales, never for a moment lost that exquisite re-" 
motene.. which has been the dream of all men and the · pOlBelsion of ::> 
Done." That opens the 'Yay for the leadlnl ltatement that hiltorians for',.ears beve been heaping up an irrefutable m.. of evidence to showPl8 
that actual CavalilU, or even near Cavalieri, were indeed rare among JO 
tbe ear17 Southern settlers. aD

lip 

A!USTOCRACY did not develop in aDy real senae until the pasaqe !Q1 
of a hundreq year. after Jamestown, Mr. Cub pointl out: "MOlt of the V 
VirJlnians who counte4 themselves pntlemen were attll, In reality,
hardly more than superior fanners." And even Virlfnia, he JOel on, 8[ 
wu not the treat South. Vir,inia w .. not even .U 'VirJinla, BI has been J. 
POinted out before and notab17 by Elizabeth PSle in "The Tree of 
Lib,ert:v." The Virginia of the leland an# the le,endary aristocrats WBI 
a narrow strip of land and there w.. a vast backcountry of ''homespun 
8cotch-Irislr, dOlled out of Penneylvania and Maryland by poverty and B 
the love of freedom; piOUS Moravian brothers, .. poor as they were pious: ,q 
stolid Lutheran pealllllq J,rom Northern Gennanr. raued. throat-slit- Ilr 
tin, HlIh1an~ers, l~ for elbow-room and atm alnJin, hotly of Bonnie ~ 
Prince Charlie. • • • ':n 

SOUTHERN CHARACTERISTICS on which Mr. Cash dwelll at aome 
!enIth are Individualillln ad • tendency toward unreality, toward ro_!A 
manticlsm. and, "in Intlmate relationship with that, toward hedonllrll." V 
1.110. to understand the Southerner's mi:'1Ii It fa neceaary to understlnd ~t 
the, South's ren lious pattem. Mr. CaIh explodes the theory that belief' 
wu r'i'linly Anglican. What the Southerner Deeded was a faith "u slm-!II 
pie and emotional u himself. A faith to draw men to.ether ••. to terrify ~ 
them, to cast them into the pit, rescue them. and at last brin. hem shout- q 
tn,-into the fold of Grace. A faith, not a liturlY and prayer book, but of 'l 
llrimitive frenzy and blood sacriflce-often of fits and jerks and barb ." c1 

'nIe Methodlsts, the Baptista and 111e Presbyterian. supplied that need. ,r 
'And in the latter daYl there have been the ''C7clone Macks" and the l 

, Ev~ellst HIIJIII. ~ 
~ 

THE WHOLE SOUTH lB pictured in "The Mind of the SOUth." not just 
a lleCtion, nor yet a fragment of soclet:v, ·canIn. itself aristocracy. Pre­
tensions of· arlstocracy are there-in their proper plac&-elon, with the 
IUbstantlal fanners, others not so substantial, poor whites and the Negro, 
:Always, throUlhout the book, Mr. Cub treats the Negro questio~ with 
admirable understanding. From an actual genealolicalll'ecord of an up­
IlOUhtry Carolina fami17 he quotes: "Hans MuUer, who was a carpenter 
by trade and the Ion of Max Muller, who was the eon of a Hamburg 
merchant and the daughter of a Gennan emperor, immigrated in 1742 
and settled in ..." And we remeD)~ed that Great-Aunt 'Stasi a used to 
tell us @Out Jeb Stuart-whom Mr. Cub Usts as very near the Southern 
Ideal <dIU'iD, almost to the point of swashbuckllng, handsome ad Ifac­
lous with it, and kneeling in prayer before battle or even a eortle aga~
tile yankees).....Jam .. BweU Brown Stuart, who rode away from Laurel 
Rill plantation to West Point; Stuart, that aide de camp to a Colonel 
D~ed Robert B. Lee, who delivered a ,ovemment's orders to John 
Brown at Harper's )'erry; Vlrlinia'. ,lamourous Jeb Stuart of plumed hat 
and pllant cavalry feats. That wu fannil1l the embers of the legendary 
Old, South. And Aunt "Stasla always added, .. bal . touch to her story 
telling. that the Stuart men were descended from the Stuarts who ruled 
Scotland and would have ruled Eni1and for,·' l~ time than was their 
destiny. That was the eaence of the sp1rlt of . the substantial fanner 
metamorphosed into aristocrat by time, ~OII of the frontier and that 
particular Southern aptitude for JlorifYin, the past and lettin, time in 
its flilbt Jive IOOd red blood :I dlstlncUy bluish tinge. It was Henry 
!Adami who aid, strictly speakil1l, the Southerner. bed no mind: 'he had 

\ temperament. , Mr. Cash saya the Southerner cUd not (typical17 apeak­
thlnt: h, fell 



... abU1V. ~ tIM of taae COUIlt.r7 
wbIc:h it bed M9et'"qaitl __ed • put. .... edIdUiIt. '!'be C1vU War 
and. RecoDatructlon left the Sdbtb not cml7 Itdpped end bleedllll but • 
IroDUer once more and by io cIolnI multiplied thOle characteristics of 
mind and temperament mOlt _nUally Southam. Before-the-War be­
IIOme a Glamour-Land f10wiq with mUk and Ilcmey, ~ burned by 
Invaden allUlllecl manorial proportlom in the minds of 8U1'Vivore--it wu 
tIle ·Old South leIend again under .a mqnJtJfq 11.-. Mr. Cub lUI:ena 
the South d1ninI Reconstruction to a ftteran army, 1Itan~ to Its 
ea~JII, like the troopen of AU8terUtIi and MarenIo Itood to Bonaparte 
and lUI manl}aJa. And at the same time the old fronUer indlviduallam 
blollOlDeclln full Intel1'lty. But the march toward aristocracy was halt ­
ed except In memory. Final result of Reconstruction, Mr. Cash sums up, 
was the estabUshment In the South of the sav..e Ideal u It had not 
been established "in any western people since the decay of medieval 
feudalism, ~ almost u truly as it is established today In Fasclst Italy, 
In Nazi Germany, In Soviet RUllla." ParWoxical tact is that it wu dur­
Ina tbis period that the South belan to have a Uterature of it. own. 

THE SQUTH'S QUANDARY after the War led to the birth of a 
Iream. The South's areatest need was money. To meet tbis need South­
ernen emulated the Yankees and belan to wonhip Prol1'eII. PrOl1'e&II in 
&ileform of cotton mills. The South was envilloned .. a rreat commercial 
.mpire. And after the factories came the schools. ProJrell wu aIow. 
And with It came an easln, of .raclal and other tenIIODL ProlNll was 
aot alone in cottOn mflls, but allO in tobacco factories mid towel mills. 
:.And Rotary clubs flowered and Cbamhen of Commerce bepn boasUn,. 
And there were some who heard behind the ~ the lallopfnl of 
feb Stpart'l cavalrymen. It was Mr. Babbitt's Da7. 

'!'BEN CAME 191.. Tension. returned. "lbere was war abroad but 
JrOSPerity for cotton-manutacturen .It home. The South was in the 
marvelous mUlhroom expanslvenUl of a buildlnI boom. Roada were 
paved; IkyJcrapers buUt. The war was over and the boom continued. 
aeat estate values skyrocketed. . 

·DEPRESSION--called by Mr. Cub the Great Blight-followed. As 
earq as 1927 It was felt In the land. And lOOn it was everybody and not,ust the cotton mill worken who found themaelves at the little end of 
the Hom of ProgrelS. Wille. were cut, the stretch-out wu introduced 
and strikes followed. North Carolina wu not proud of GastoniL But 
!lostrlke could be successful with IUch an abundance of potential labor 
• the South pouessed. 

BY 1982 aU Southerners w.-. either ruined or tboQbt they were. 
ftey walked . around in a kind of daze. And then came RooIevelt. 
.a~ opposed to a number of New Deal poUc1ea, the .,Ud South 
lIevertbelea accepted the new PreIldeDt with boJJe and confidence. 
Rope spriIlJs eternal, aud there had beendelpalr In the land. And In the 
..::hoola of the South there was "the modem mind and the new analysis." 
Bdltorial writers in the leadint newspapers became crusa~ Uberal8. 
lIouthem authors moved toward a more clear-eyed view of the world 
In which they Uved, or, at le.ut, of which the)' wrote. 

NEW QUANDAlUl!S came out at. the deprellfon yean. Mr. Cub does 
!lot point to. their soluUon In a world wbere only a madman would 
propbesy the future. There is no chance of IOIVfnl them, he says, ''untU 
there is a leadership which is willinI to face them fuUy and in all their 
Implications to arouse the people to them, and to try to evolve a com­
prebelllive and adequate means for copJq with them." The boot end. 
~ thiI appraisal of the South: "PrOud, brave, honorable by itl ~ts, 
eourteoua, pe~ ,enercnm, loyal, IIWift to ac:t, ~ too 1Wift, but 
8IInal1Y effective, lOIIietlm .. terrible in Itl action--cuch WIllI the South 
at - it. best. And such at ita best It remainI toda)', despite the 
treat fallinr away in some of its virtues. Violence, intolerance, aveadon 
and lUlPiclon toward new Ideas, an incapacity for ~ an inclina­
tion to act from feeling rather tim tboUlht, an aaaerated indlviduallllll 
ad a too narrow concept of social responslbfUty, attachments to fictions 
Cld false values ••• these have been Its characteristic vices In the put." 

MISSISSIPPI PLAN for brinJ:lna lndustri. to the South Mr. Cash 
tII!Ofea in no uncertain terms. "It reallT 101v. nothial," he writes, "ill 
fact, operates to mate ultimate CODdiUon. wone. It liv. aW87 the W4alih . 
fIl .'the South on a lCale biterto \D1precedeatect 1n a rqion whicb hu 
always too ..,.rly liVID aW87 • wealth • • • CarrIed tbroUlb in an 
at,mI1ve fasbion, the plan milbt well nIuIt 1n the ezut10n of a true and 
permanent proletariat in the South • • • '!'be South deaperateq needs 
11", industriea, .. desperately .. it needs a rationed qrlculture, but Dot 
at tbf. price." 

5 

. A REFLECTIVE BOOK, written in beautiful prose, -rile MInd of the 
Iouth" gives evidence of the author'. exc:eUent blckIround in history, 
economics, sociology, and literature and betrayB an understandllll of re­
lationships and temperament seldom. If ever, found in the more technical 
jWlumes in those particular fields. His approach 11 not only Uterary 

pIYCbological but also philosophicaL He preleDtII the South u it 
no.t been presented before in any .. 101um.......... that a 'ft1'Y read-
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SH 
AWARD 

Mayflower Cup Given Post­
humously; Dr. H. A. Royster 

Heads Literary Society 
"The Mind of the South" by W. J . 

Cash last ni,ht was deelared winner 
of the Mayftower Society cup as the 
best literary work of a residen 
North Carolinian during the ye 
ending August 31. The presenta­
tation closed the 41st annual ses 
sion of the State Literary and His­
torical Association here. 

The Society of Mayftower De­
scendants made the award posthum­
ously for the first time in the 11­
year history of the cup. Mrs. Mary 
Ross Cash of Charlotte. wife of the 
author who died suddenly'in Mexico 
City last summer. received the cu 
from Macon R. Dunnagan, member 
of the society. 

Josephus Daniels addressed the 
ftlIal session on "Mexico and the 
Good Neighbor Policy" and paidI 
special tribute to the Mayftower 
winner. 

Praises Book. 
"I am greatily ,ratified thllt the I 

cup goes in recognition of the 
genius and ability of W. J. Cash. 
a brother journali.t of Charlotte. 
given posthumously to his wife. 
also a journalist," he said. " 'The 
Mind of the South' won inltant ree­
e gnition, bringing Mr. Cub the most 
ifavorable review. by competent 
critics and a Guggenheim fellowship 
carrying a two-year period of travel 
and study. 

"His abaIity wa. recognized by the 
lee lolAYFLOWER. P ..e T\Vo. 
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University of Texas, which honored 

• him 	 with an invitation to. deliver 

the commencement address. Leavin, 
Austin, where his address wal ac· 
claimed as able and ori,inal, Mr. 
Calll went to Mexico, accompanied 
by his wife, and planned in the 
Spanish-American countries to ,ath· 

_	er material for a book which he 

hoped to make hil masterpiece. 


"Then came the lad tragedy, the 
sudden. Inapping of the cord that 
bound him to life. He wu Dot 
without friends in that country, His 
reputation had preceded him. 'l'be 
American Emblll, felt prlvilqed 
to give welcome to his 10rrowiDl 
wife and to aid in aeeint that 
hi. Wei could be brought to NIt 
in his Dative Cleveland County, to 
which he had brought distinction, to 
await in the sacred native earth the 
day when the just will receive their 
everlasting reward. In· life he 
brought honor to the State he loved. I 

And tonight the award of the C!lP " 
to the author of 'Mind of the South' 
assures him a lastinl place in North 
Carolina' of ame." 

Mn. Mary Ross Calh of CharlotW (center) Jail ntrM reeefved the Mayflower Socie~ cup on be· 
haH of her late husband, Wilbur ~h Caa Hil book, "The Mind ot the South," was judged the 
best literary work of the year in ' Carolina. C ongratulatin, Mrs. Cash are Macon R. Dunnagan 
(left), who presented the award, 81: • Hubert A. Royster of Raleigh, new president of the State Literary 

..an_d Hi____al--,_-...;~__~~___ .....~_ltorfc_ A5IOciation. 



Ana tuillg,. ...~--,~-=-~~ 

10 the author of 'Mind of the South' 
allUl'es him a lasting place in North 
Carolina' . Hall of Fame." 

W*e I'.~ ..... 
Cash attended Wollord College 

and graduated from Wake Forest 
College. He taught English at 
Georgetown College and ellewhere 
and wrote for newspapers, includ­
ing The Charlotte News. He con­
tributed to leveral magazines and 
won particular note for "The Lit­
Ue Giant-and the Giant Killer," 
referring to the late Senator Sim­mona and to Senator Bailey. He 
was 40 yean old at his death. 

Herbert Apr. Louisville (Ky') 
p,ublisher, was acheduled to address 

e ftnal Literary and Historical As­
sociation session, but 'his plane was 
grounded in New York and he did' 
not reach Raleigh. Daniela substi­
tuted for him and devoted his time 
to picturing Mexico', feudal back­
ground and the obstacles which 
faced the Good Neijhbor policy 
enunciated in President Roosevelt's 
ftnt inaugural address. 

Comparing the policy to the Mon­
roe Doctrine and to Woodrow Wil­
son's declaration that the United 
States would add no new territory 
by conquest, Daniell alserted that 
the Good Neighbor policy had work­
ed and now stands as "the only 
brilbt star ia a dark world." 

The former Ambassador to Mexi­
co was introduced by John A. Park, 
publilher of The Raleigh Times, who 
dealt briefly on the international 
situation and predicted that out of 
the confusion the American editor 
always will retain his role of free 
presentation and Interpretation of 
tbe news. 

RoJRer New PresideD&. 
Final literary sessions marked the 

election of Dr. Huben A. Royster 
of RaleiJh as the ~w president of 
the association, a general review of 
the 48 books eligible for the May­
flower cup I nd an appeal for the 
salvaging ot valuable historic rec­
ords DOW stored in boxes, trunks and 
attics. 

The N. C. 1'0lk·Lore SOCiety, the 
N. C. State Art Society and the N. C. 
Society for the Preservation of An­
tiquities held their annUli se!sions 
in conjunction with the literary con­
ference during the past three day!. 

Cash Book Laaded. 
The Cash book was termed "broad 

and brilliant." by William T. Polk 
of Warrellton In his review of the 
year's literature before the society's 
morning session. 

Polk said the volume "is • deep, 
keen and comprehensive analysis 
of one Itrangely simple, yet complex. 
mentali ." 

wrote "The Mind of The South ~ . 
wer Cup. '" 
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