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In Canada, Freem h 

a fence to get the a:: ad to scale 

the border th one e wanted. At 

didn't inqui;e ab~:ttroms official 

"They asked abo e rock. 

else, though," he sai/t everything 

. A smooth rock at th f 
sign was ret . e rontofthe 

Sands, New M:1~ved from White 

atomic bomb x1co, where the first 

Bis collection - James Freeman stands near the sign tba~S now home to th• rock5 he 

collected from nearly every state. The members of outreach Baptist church worked to build 

this sign from Freeman's collection. (Photo by John eoutlalus) 
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es shot quite ab. 
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"I've got al ary and. 

Good Use At Nebo Church 
had rocks," much film as I 

chatted this week at his SunnY Ne\\. 

Acres Drive home in Nebo. He Th• Freemans, who cam• to 

talked about hist-a els and a col· ,Dowell County from Vi(ginia 
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CTaft. 111 chaJUC'• ob 1n t9'n, a-re 

soon mo,r1nl to ary\and to be 

closer to t,he1r daughter. 
When Freeman first came to 

North caro\ina, he brought a\ong 

his rocks in the back of a pickup 

truck. This time, they won't be 

going with W1th him. 
instead, roost his collection W1ll 

staY behind as part of the massive 

sign welcoming members and visi-

tors to the Outreach Baptist 

Church off Highway 126 in Nebo. 

The Freemans are members of 

Outreach. "1 figured l was going to \eave 

and l wanted to keep roy rocks a\\ 

together," he said. "This is sort of a 

memorial, a good place to leave 

them." The church has nearly 80 mem· 

bers, Freeman said, and everyone 

was p\eased W1th the idea. Church 

members donated money and time 

to build the sign, which is nearly 

eight feet tall and forms the shape 

of a "V." Some of the rocks that make up 

the sign are frotn the chimney at 

the church, which is an historic 

rock building nearly a centurY o\d. 

But roost of the rocks - as 

much as 800 pounds - caJne from 

Freeman's travels, and he wa\ked 

around the structure on a chnlY 

Thursday afternoon and pointed to 

specific examples. 
"That one caro.e from New 

York," he said, rubbing a stone 

midwaY up the sign's base. "That 

red \ooking one is frotn New 

(See ROCKS, Pa ) 
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Church recovered D . . . 
church th th - amel Abernath f o a as been recovered after it wa/s~1.;;1'i~each Baptist Church shows a .. . ory appears on page 2. m1mature 

1Lost Miniature Church ls Found • 

said. Others in the church reacted 

\ittle, but Abernathy said h 
believes he can fix it. It was no sur-
prise to Abernathy that the mone~ 

By ROGER WATSON 
Staff Writer The story of a missing miniature 
church ended with a semi.-hapPY 
ending for tbe members of Outreach 
Baptist Church earlier this week. 

The miniature church, which 
served as a bank for \oose change, 
was sto\en after the church off N .C. 
226 near Lake James was broken 
into last week. The miniature 
church and the money inside were 

the only items taken. 
That puu\ed Rev. Timothy 

with anger to the crime. 
"It made me mad," Danie\ 

Abernathy said of the theft. "It hurt 
everybody in the church." 

Outreach Baptist offered a $50 
reward for the litt\e white church's 
recovery. That led to its return 

early this week. 
Abernathy said a man riding an 

wr..s not with the church. 
It was Abernathy's brother 

Lewis who made the church six 
years ago. The wooden structure 
was originally used to gather money 
for the congregation's building fund. 

Carter said contributions of\oose 
change sometimes add up to $40 a 

month. 

Carter. \ "We had other stuff m there, but 
~didn't bother anything else," he 

a\\-terrain vehicle found the \ittle 
church in a sandpile along U.S. 221 
North. The miniature church was in 
relatively good shape considering its 
perilous adventures. The weekend's 
rains caused e wood to buckle a 
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