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BARNEY HAMILTON PHILLIPS 

This dear young brother, after two years of patient suffering, died at 

his home in Reidsvi I le, N. C., on January 29th. Some months before this he 

went to Colorado, hoping the change of climate would help him. While there 

he grew worse and returned home. He felt assured that his I ife's race was 

soon to close, and quietly and submissively awaited his Father's wi I I. 

Bro. Phi I I ips was an able preacher, a devout Christian, and spent his 

brief span of I ife in doing good and glorifying God. His early death was 

a source of grief to many in North Carol ina. 

N. C. BAPTIST ALMANAC, 1892, page· 42 
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OPEN DOORS AND 
REIDSVILLE, N. 

CLOSED WINDOWS OF THE FIRST BAPTIST 
C. by Richard R. Saunders, Sr. 

OPEN DOORS AND CLOSED WINDOWS 

CHURCH OF 

Association. He represented his county in the State Legislature; was in the Congrc. s o f 
the United States in 1852-53 and again in 18;8-59; was Judge o( th e Superior Court 
du ring the war, and was again elected judge b) the people in t87~ for eight years. He was 
the orator of the Mccklwburg Cent.:nnial cckbratctl May 2oth, 1875· He was also a 
tJustee of the State Uni,·crsity, pre,idcnt of the orth Carolina Il~>torical Society at t11c 
time of his death, and received the title of LL.D. from both Trinity College and the 
State University. 

When a young Christian his faith and zeal were so great that many predicted that 
_ he would follow his father into the pulpit, but worldly ambition tempted him into politics. 

God, however, was gracious to him, and reston:d his first [Qve, and for many years before 
hi s death he became eminent for his godliness. He loved the society of Christ\ children, 
and while he was attending to hi> judicial dmies it was a con1mon thi ng for this 
magnificently endO\nd man to foJsake the fa shi_onable circles, which eagerly courted his 
society, and find his chid delight in some humble pr.t)'lr meeting. 

He was nc,er ord tined as a prc.tcher, but no Sal>l>Jth was pcrrnitwd to pass, no matter 
where he wa,, without his buring witn ·,s to the !m e of Jesus, and his exhortations were 
all the more forcihlc bec<tu'c of his position on the ben h. 

He died Sept. 5. t87!i> at his horne 10 Rt id" illc, N. C., after a protracted illness. 
F. H. Josr s, Committee . 

• 
On Deccrnba 24th, t88t, a motion was· made and carried th.1t the church and lot 

be put up and sold at public auction which was done and said sale was confirmed by the 
~hurch in its meeting on February 25th, 1882. At the same meeting R. H. Wray, P. 
N. Howard anJ S. H. \Yare were appointed a committee to get a deed for the new lot 
which was given by Bro. 1'1. K . Reid and make arrangement\ for a new meeting house. 

On April 4th, r 882, Bros. F. H. Jones, H. A. Brown, W. H. Wilson and P. H. 
Fontaine met at the Reids ,ille Bapti; t Church and constituted a pre;bytcry for tlte purpose 
of ordaining Bro. B. H. Phillips of Caswell, a minister of Chrjst"s go;pel and after a 
thorough examination he was ordained. 

RF.SIG"Ano~ OF BRo. P. H. Fo~T.\t:-<E 
I 

O n October 2 tst, 1882: "\\ hcrcas Bro. Fontaine has tendered his resignation of the 
Reid" ille Baptist Church; Resolved that we deeply regret tlut an occasion makes it 
ncccs ary for a di"'>lutinn of the connection which h.rs >CJ long and pleasantly existed be­
tween us as pa tor and pt.:o;.1l c. 

"Rc:-.olvcJ that in .acn·pting hi') re-..i.:;:n.ltion \\'C do so \\ ith hcartf.- lt rduct.1ncc, a!<!'-IUring 

him at the sarne tirne of our UI!Ct.t,in~, attachnrent tn hi111 as a faithful, earnest and able 
minister of the Gospel of Christ, and in wh.ttcvcr porti<HI of the Masta's vineprd he may 
be called to labor he will carry "ith hir11 the assurartcc of our prayer> for his tcmpor.> l 
and spiritual su((ess." 

On 1'\o,·cm '' r 2oth 18~2 the new church was dedicated br Rro. Goodwin of Dan' ille 
in the pr<,encc of a lar;.:e audi m:e. 

On Dccenrhcr 9th, 1882 a motion was made and carried that a vote of thanks be 
tendered Bro. P. II. Fontaine for supcrintcn ing the building of the new church and 
al so to the Prcsh} tcrian church for the use of their church during its comtnrLtinn, said 
vote of thanks to be published in the two papers of the to\\ n. 

• • • 
REV. B. H. PHILl.lPS 

On January 27th, t883, Rev. B. H. Phillips was elected p . .,tor and bcg.>n hi s mini·.try 
the following Sunda). Dancing whiLh was strictly ag.tithl the rule, of the church, wa< 
at its height of popuLlrity a. on of the social ,i, '· It WJ' for tlti, re.1 "' Brotlt• r Plrillr, 
WJ ' ask d to gi'e it spc<i.r con.i lcr.t i 111 on hi s fir>t app .rr tn•·e in the pulpit. At th • 
bu ,irr'·" meet ill<> it WJ< voted that Brothers Tucker, N. \V.trc and J. S. Morrisc n .att•n I 
to h;l\ ing twenty four tr«s plantrd around the meeting huu c Only one of thole old 
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trrcs run;lins ~t.1nding -a llllltc \\'itn<..'!-.S of the ~trut:gling )t.:ars, a !<-ilun ~pcdator of the 

nurch of time pfl·.1t!ing it, drooping lirnbs '' if in prayer, while its 'haduws fall like a 
hcnufiction on the !'-'""" by, wht·thcr it he " h.tnd of the Lrithfuf " .. king the ftllo\nhip 
of friends or Wlllllrunion with the grt·.rt I ,\\{; or a pilgrimoge of <orruw "'. ing wmfurl 
for thtir lctr' while hear' .g thrir lmTd ~>nc> into God's hc>U>C The Port of C Ill on the 
Grnt .\d' cnturc. 

It nrnl not he wondt rnl at that a wtion to runu\e the tree wos lu'l b) an u<er­
wlw1rning Jn.tjority when put to \tHe a ftw months ngo. 

Rrv. fl. II. Phillips \\,ts horn in C.urol Count)', Tcnne"t·e \h)' ll, 1854, hut ntO\ed 
with his p.trents in corly thrlt!hood to Chyton, N. C., where he grew to manhood. lle 
wa' haptind into the fdlow,hip of Selma Bapti't Church on the third Sunt!.ty of Nu<em­
ber 1874· I Ie attt·nrkd Wake Fun·,! Collt·ge, graduating with the degree of Tl;~chdor of 
,\rts June 12, 188o. His first irnprc"ions that God was calling him to preach carne to 
him while he wos yet a ,tudcnt in college, hut h•,·ing planned to stud)' law and of,o 
fearing that he might be mi"akcn he fought the all. .\bout a ye3r, however, after ka,·ing 
>chon! during an illness of typhoid ft"-r he felt the ctll ,o stwngly that he prumi,ed the 
F.11hcr that as >Oo n '' he \\JS well ag.tin he mmfd hcl'd the call. !lis first srrmon was 
pn.tchtd in ,'cw rriert<l ,hip Tl.rpti't Church July 3, 1~R1. On .\prif 4, 18R2, he was or­
dain«! at Rtid" ilfc, the t>r<f.tinin.~ prohy1ny h. ing compo,cd of Rns. F. H. June,, l Jenry 
A. Drown, P. I I. fontaine, and W. H. \\'if,on. 

Mr. l'hdlips wa~ marrinl to ~fi,s S.rr;th Rontinhcr of fOf\)th County on Dccunher 23, 

r8Ro, and to this uninn fi,e chifdten wne horn, 1hrce of whom 'till sunive. Af,o <~Jni,ing 
are thrre l)Lrndchifdrtn, .md une ~;rcll-gr andchild. 

11te fiflt )'<-lr of his rnini>try he ttn nf country chu~Ches, bring rmployed by the State 
Mi sion Boa rei. 'I1H·n in f'thruary 1 R83, he was c.tlkd to ht·Ciune pa,tor of the Rticb\'iffe 
fl.tpti\t Church \\ll<'re he spent thrre happy and fruitful yrars, n·,igning in SqHcmher, 
r8R6, hcc.1me of iff health. When he c.tme to Rcid"iflc the church was r<·cci<ing aid 
from the Mi"ion TlcJard, hut during his pastor.tte it became self su,taining. I le and Mrs. 
Phillips mganized the church', fir<t Ladies \id and ~fi,,ionary Society, and in ap­
prcci.llion of his work and imcrest in this phase of church work the ladies ·of the hurc h 
erected a stone at his gra\'e immediately following his death. 

Mr. Phillips held pastorates in Rockingham, N. C., Afder>on, W. Va., and Whitc\'illc, 
N. C. It was from the lal!er pLtce in Augu\1, r Sgo, that his health haYing completely 
given way he was compdlccl to gi,·c up the work and go to Colomdo Springs in hope of 
regaining his health. He had waitrcl too btc though and returned to Rcid,,iflc December 
20, Tl~go, Mrs. Phillips and the children ha\'ing gone back there to five, and on January 
29, 1891, he fell a,fc-ep in Jesus. 

lie realized the l'ltd was ncar anc.l nude JHcparation having askt·d that the text "By 
the Hr.JCe of God, I am what I am," be u,ccJ at hi' funeral. !lis mind \\·as dear to the end 
.1nd he Inc! dt·.J th without a frar, knowing that it only meant t·ntn ing that eternal home 
where sorrow and \\,-,·ping arc uo more . ~1r. \\'right ,,tid of hint at hi> funt·r.ll, "I Jc was 
a true Chrillian and ,t.tundt R1pti~t. lle "·" f:~i1hfuf Jnd true in the tfi,,h. rgc of his 
duti~s. gt·ntfc as a wnrnan, ytt firm wht n need he -a man of grt·at power an cl pe""·''ion 
in the pulpit, and a helmed ,.i ,i t"r in the homes of his people." 

\f.rrch 111th, r8R3, a \ole of t!r.,nks ""' tendrrccl the J""J>rict11rs c•f Rtdd\ Pinlmnnt 
and Star w.11th""'"'• and af,o the Mn,rs. R. P. Ridr.trtf,on, Htnry Sal!tjllon, D.l\id M11rris, 
I I. K. Rtid, and Dr. John Rufd "for liberal and m;Herial ;tid nncftred II> in procuring 
ncc'"·"Y furniture for our pulpit." 

On July 7th, r883, the following r<'>CJlution was adopted: "\\'hrrtas we hdicve that 
the intae,t of the church and the Came of the Jl.h,tt·r demands it, 'f1tcrcfore be it Rc­
>olvt·d: Titat the Deacons of thi~ chur h be rt·qut·>ted to hold a monthly meeting among 
them,d\'cs fur the purpose of looking .lftt·r Jlrc intcrc>t of the church, 'uch a the finances , 
caring for the poor, and all other duties clc"ohing upon thun as deacons." 

On October 51h, r889, Dr. L. G. flroughtun receiwd as a munlx:r by letter. 

Octolrcr 1 lth, 1884, Mrs. I I. K. R, irf, Mi" Ada Tucker, \!iss rarrie 11uchr, ). \V. 
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