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BARNEY HAMILTON PHILLIPS

This dear young brother, after two years of patient suffering, died at

his home in Reidsville, N. C., on January 29th. Some months before this he

went to Colorado, hoping the change of climate would help him. While tThere

he grew worse and returned home. He felt assured that his life's race was

soon to close, and quietly and submissively awaited his Father's will.
Bro. Phillips was an able preacher, a devout Christian, and spent his

brief span of life in doing good and glorifying God. His early death was

a source of grief to many in North Carolina.

N. C. BAPTIST ALMANAC, 1892, page/42
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Open Doors and Closed Windows of the First Baptist Church of
Reidsville, N. C. by Richard R. Saunders, Sr. (B/286./75663/Sa8)




t

}2396.‘75663 OPEN DOORS AND CLOSED WINDOWS OF THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF
Sa8 REIDSVILLE, N. C. by Richard R. Saunders, Sr. |

276 OPEN DOORS AND CLOSED WINDOWS

Association. He represented his county in the ite Lie turc; was in the Congress of
the United States in 1852-53 and again in 1858-59; was Judge of the Superior Court
duri

the war, and was 1 cted judge by the people in 1874 for eight years. He was

the orator of the
tiustee of the Stat versity, president of the North Carolina Historic 1l Socicty at the

Centennial celebrated May 20th, 1875. He was also a
1

time of his death, and received the title of LL.D. from_both_ Trinity.. College and the
State University.

When a young Christian his faith and zeal were so great that many predicted that
he would follow his father into the pulpit, but worldly ambition tempted him into politics.
God, however, was gracious to him, and restored his first Jove, and for many years before
his death he became eminent for his godliness. He loved the society of Christ’s children,

attending to his judicial duties it was a common thing for this
endowed man to forsake the fashionable circles, which eagerly courted his

P
socie and find his chief delight in some humble prayer-meetir

ty,
He was never ordained as a preacher, but no Sabbath was permitted to pass, no matter
where he was, without his bearing
all the more forcible because of his position on the bench.
He died Sept. 5, 1879, at his home in Reidsville, N. C., after a protracted illnc
F. H. Jones, Committee.

witness to the love of Jesus, and his exhortations were

* *

On Deccember 24th, 1881, a motion was made and carried that the church and lot
be put up and sold at public auction which was done and said sale was confirmed by the
church in its meeting on February 2sth, 1882. At the same meeting R. H. Wray, P.
N. Howard and S. H. Ware were appointed a committee to get a deed for the new lot
which was given by Bro. H. K. Reid and make arrangements for a new meeting house.

On April 4th, 1882, Bros. F. H. Jones, H. A. Brown, W. H. Wilson and P. H.
Fontaine met at the Reidsville Baptist Church and constituted a presbytery for the purpose
of ordaining Bro. B. H. Phillips of Caswell, a minister of Christ’s gospel and after a

thorough examination he was ordained.

ResicyvaTioN ofF Bro. P. H. FonTAINE
/

On October 21st, 1882: “Whereas Bro. Fontaine has tendered his resignation of the
Reidsville Baptist Church; Resolved that we deeply regret that an occasion makes it
necessary for a dissolution of the connection which has so long and pleasantly existed be-
tween us as pastor and peopl

in accepting his resignation we do so with heartfelt reluct

him at the samé time of our unceasing attachment to him as a faithful, ea t and able

e, assuring
minister of the Gospel of Christ, and in whatever portion of the Master’s vineyard he may
be called to labor he will carry with him the assurance of our prayers for his temporal
and spiritua success.”

On November 26th 1882 the new church was dedicated Ix} Bro. Goodwin of Danville
in the presence of a large audience

On December gth, 1882 a motion was made and carried that a vote of thanks be
tendered Bro. P. H. Fontaine for superintending the building of the new church and

also to the Presbyterian church for the use of their church during its construction, said
vote of thanks to be published in the two papers of the town.

k3 *

3. H. PHiLLips

1883, Rev. B. H. Phillips was elected pastor and began his ministry
Dancing which was strictly against the rules of the church, was

ight of popularity as one of the social vices.

d to give it special consideration on his first apy

meeting it was voted that Brothers” Tucker, N. Ware and J.

to having twenty-four trees planted around the meeting house.” Only onc
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trees remains standing—a mute witnes f the struggling ycars, a silent spectator of the
i as if in prayer, while its shadows fall like a

march of time—spreading its drooping 1is

enediction on the passers by, whether it be a band of the faithful secking the fellowship

b
of fricnds or communion with the great I AM; or a j image of sorrow secking comfort
for their tears while bearing their loved ones into God's house—The Port of Call on the
Great Adventure.

It neced not be wondered at that a motion cmove the tree was lost by an over-

ing majority when put to vote a few mon 3

Rev. B. H. Phillips was born in Carrol County, Ter > May 6, 1854, but moved
with his parents in carly childhood to Clayton, N. C,, ere he grew to manhood. He
was baptized into the fellowship of Selma Baptist Church on the rd Sunday of Novem-
ber 1874. He attended Wake Forest College, graduating with the degree of Bachclor of
Arts June 12, 1880. His first impressions that God was calling him to preach came to
him while he was yet a student in college, but having planned to study law and also
f Jlin.\” that he fsli;;]lt be mistaken he ‘(Hllg]xl the call. About a year, ]w\\('\u, after lc Hfi\_\[
‘«?hu\] dmin_x: an i! sS '\!‘ t)ﬂmid fl\('l he (("( the call SO ~.van_:])’ T‘_Hl ]l(‘ ;-Iw:u‘lw.\l lhc
Father that as soon as he was well again he would heed the call. His first sermon was
precached in New Friendship Baptist Church July 3, 1881. On April 4 2, he was or-
i .)H! at ]1/1\!»»\3”r', l!u' H'l!‘ivlii\;" )w.*l )Iu)' !h?'\;: L‘r'wld\t‘l] mf Rr\x. e 5 IR Jum\, vay
A. Brown, P. H. Fontaine, and W. H. Wilson.

Mr. Phillips was marricd to Miss Sarah Rominger of Forsyth County on December 23,
1880, and to this union five children were born, three of whom still survive. Also surviving
are three grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.

The first year of his ministry he served country churches, being” employed by the State
Mission Board. Then in February 1883, he was called to become pastor of the Reidsville
Baptist Church where he spent three happy and fruitful years, resigning in September,
1886, because of ill health. When he came to Reidsville the church was recciving aid
from the Mission Board, but during his pastorate it became self-sustaining. He and Mrs.
Phillips organized the church’s first Ladies Aid and Missionary Society, and in ap-
pre« i.Hiun nf his work and ilmr('\l in Ihis 1‘}1;1\L‘ nf «’Hll(]l work the ladies n( the \]llll(h
erected a stone at his grave immediately following his death.

Mr. Phillips held pastorates in Rockingham, N. C., Alderson, W. Va., and Whiteville,
N. C. It was from the latter place in August, 1890, that his health having completely
‘given way he was compelled to give up the work and go to Colorado Springs in hope of
regaining his health. He had waited too late though and returned to Reidsville December
20, 1890, Mrs. Phillips and the children having gone back there to live, and on January
29, 1891, he fell asleep in Jesus.

He realized the end was near and made preparation having asked that the text “By
the grace of God, I am what I am,” be used at his funeral. His mind was clear to the end
and he met death without a fear, knowing that it only meant entering that cternal home
where sorrow and ‘.Mw';rin;{ are no more. Mr. \\'\]:.;‘ul said of him at his f .nr,;l, “He was
a true Christian and staunch Baptist. He was faithful and true in the se of his
x!ul]«'(, gH)r‘:' as a woman, )(l firm w 1icn need be-—a man of great power and ;'\:'L!A\inn
in the pulpit, and a beloved visitor in the homes of his people.”

March 10th, 1883, a vote of thanks was tendered the proprictors of Redd’s Piedmont
and Star warchouses, and also the Messrs. R. P. Richardson, Henry Sampson, David Morris,
H. K. Reid, and Dr. John Redd “for liberal and material aid rendered us in procuring
necessary furniture for our pulpit.”

On July 7th, 1883, the following resolution was adopted: “Whereas we believe that
the interest of the church and the Cause of the Master demands it, Thercfore be it Re-
solved: That the Deacons of this church be requested to hold a monthly meeting among
lhrmw"\'c.\ fnr Ih(* purpose uf ‘nn‘\.lng .lfl( I I]lc interest uf I]u' t’lunh, all«h as the ﬁlmll(cs,
caring for the poor, and all other duties devolving upon them as deacons.”

On October sth, 1889, Dr, L. G. Broughton received as a member by letter.

October 11th, 1884, Mrs. H. K. Reid, Miss Ada Tucker, Miss Carrie Thacker, J. W.
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