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Henry Grady Owens (1892-1985) was professor of English at Furman University
from 1945-1960 and was also very active in national and regional professional
organizations. He was born February 3, 1892, in Shelby, North Carolina into

a family that would soon number three children: Richard H., Grady and Ella.
As early as 1911, Owens was working in the educational system, having accepted
a position as mathematics teacher at Philadelphia High School in Red Springs,
North Carolina. At the close of World War I, with his father dead, his
brother married, and his mother and sister unable to work, Grady Owens re-
ceived an honorable discharge from the army. Returning to care for his mother
and sister, he resumed his career in the field of education and was soon em-
ployed at Washington High School as Director of Military Science, Director of
Athletics, and Coach of football and basketball. He married Mary Martha Mat-
thews, June 16, 1920, and they raised one child, James H.

Grady Owens had made a name for himself long before coming to Furman University.
In 1923-24, he was appointed Chairman of the Committee to review the North
Carolina High School English Course and undertook most of the rewriting, him-
self. He was president of the North Carolina Council of Teachers of English
1927-28, and second vice-president of the National Council of Teachers of
English, 1929-30. His national involvement included membership on committees
dealing with curriculum and life memberships, chairmanship of the committee

on grammar and membership on the Executive Board. From 1923-27, Owens edited
The English Forum - the official publication of the North Carolina Council.

A Baptist deacon and Sunday School teacher, a recipient of the Silver Beaver
Award for service to.the Uwharrie Council of Boy Scouts, an appointee to the
North Carolina Governor's Commission on Inter-racial Cooperation - Owens'
life confirmed his strong religious and moral convictions. After 25 years

as a Professor of Education and Director of the Summer Session at Furman Uni-
versity, Owens retired in June, 1960, He remarried after Martha's death and
was living in Franklin, North Carolina when he passed away, October 26, 1985.

This small collection (1) linear feet) focuses on Grady Owens' early career.
It consists of six series: The Biographical File includes a number of news-
paper clippings documenting his accomplishments. The Correspondence Files
reveal a man of energy and determination, Owens' philosophy of leadership
and self-control is best expressed in two letters to his son: September 10,
1939, "and . July-24,°"1941,

Of particular -interest in the Topical Files are: correspondence between Bob
Jones University and Owens as Director of Furman University's Summer Session,
descriptions of family members in the Military Records, and the extent of his
involvement in the North Carolina and National Councils of Teachers of English.
(Several letters relating to one of the Councils may be found in the general
Correspondence Files.) Also included, are the high school English composition
papers of Martha Owens.

Owens' long sought for Ph.D, was awarded in 1945, from New York University.

His thesis explored the thought and criticism of Paul Green (1894-1981) - a
musical dramatist and professor at the University of North Carolina, Chapel
Hill. The Writings Section is dominated by programs, magazine articles and
newspaper clippings written by or about Green and his plays, and correspondence
between Owens and Green or New York University.




Henry Grady Owens (1892-1985)

Only a few literary bibliographies and library science lessons remain as
evidence of Owens' long teaching career. Among the miscellany are a copy

of The English Forum, a history of High Point High School, and the consti-
tution of the Wilsonian Literary Society.
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